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CHAPTER  XIY. 

THE  IIUJ  JSOX   FIUST   XA\'I(  JATED   BV  STEAM. 

repeat  wh-at  was  said  at  the  beginuini;'  of  tbe  pre- 
eediu,i;  chapter,  ()ur  uatiou  was  {<>  show  the  way  of 
progi'oss  to  the  worhl  throughout  ihv  iiiiieteciith  et.'n- 
tury.  It  was  doitiL;-  so  at  its  opening-  by  manifest iug 
the  solntion  of  the  problem  of  jto]»uiar  government — it  w  as  doing 
so  in  s[>ite  of  some  rather  unha]»py  accomitanimenf s  of  sueh 
govcrunient  which  w  e  need  be  at  no  pains  to  conceal,  and  w  hich 
we  made  the  sul)ject  of  our  hist  chapter,  r.ni  before  tlie  first 
decade  of  our  pres^'ut  century  was  conclude<l,  America  liad  also 
taken  the  lead  of  I  he  world  in  the  march  of  the  century's  mar- 
vels of  invention,  in  the  way  of  transportation  facilities,  the  very 
j)articular  whidi  distinguishes  this  century  from  all  the  others 
that  wen^  bef(»re  it. 

It  may  be  aske(l  whether  there  be  not  some  natural  (U'  logical 
conncM'tion  between  a  free  government  and  the  in\('nt i veness  of 
its  ])eo]»le.  It  is  certain  that  the  citizens  of  the  Dutcdi  Ke})ubllc, 
which  was  the  '■United  l?>tates"  of  Enro[)e  and  of  the  seven- 
teenth century,  were  also  the  "  Yankees"  of  their  day  and  con- 
tinent in  the  number  of  inventions  wherewith  they  startled  and 
benefited  ihemsehes  and  their  neighbors.  TIm^  Italian  fJuicciar- 
dini,  speaking  of  the  l)ut(di  at  the  vi'ry  beginning  of  th<'ir  ex- 
istence as  a  republic,  says:  "They  have  a  sjx'cial  and  happy 
tah'ut  for  the  ri'ady  invention  of  all  sorts  of  uKMliums,  ingeinous 
and  suitable  for  faeilitating,  shortening,  and  dis^tatching  every- 
thing they  do." 
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TUE    L.Ml'lUi:   STATi:    IN    TLli;!:;!;   CHXTL  Rii;s. 


■  He  iiii^lit  h;i\o  Ik'I'II  iisiii^'  these  words  of  the  ^';^llke(■s  (if 
Aiiierh-ii  a  couple  ol  r''iit tiries  hiter.  I'oi'  to  Aiiiefica  must  he 
crediU'd  the  inveiithm  of  the  steaiiilxuit  as  a  thiiii;  of  pi.K  lii  al 
utility.  To  this  country  also  behui-s  the  ciedil  of  the  iu\'enlioii 
of  the  lele^iaph  and  the  oceaii  cable,  wf  uuui  beidess  a  uricii  1 1  iiia  1 
inacdiiiu'-^,  of  electrical  de\  ices  sU(di  as  the  te!ei)hoiie  and  phono- 
liraph,  of  till-  jiiactical  use  of  (dectricity  as  a  uiot(ir  power.  It 
would  seem  histiu'ically  appropriate,  too,  that  within  the  liorders 
(if  NeM'  '^'ork  J^tate.  founded  by  the  citizens  of  the  Huudi  lie])ub- 
lic-,  some  (d'  the  most  far-reatdnnu  (d'  these  inventions,  su(di  as 
that  of  the  steamboat,  of  the  telegraph,  and  of  the  ocean  cable, 
should  ha\e  taken  place.  And  as  for  the  steamboat,  thoiiuh  l"ul- 
ton  was  a  I'ennsyhainan,  il  was  the  persistent  previous  experi- 
mentation id'  one  of  New  "^'ork's  most  prominent  sons,  a  Li\  inL;- 
ston  of  those  ]/i\  in^stons  who  avcim-  nioiH'  ])ut(di  than  Scotcdi  from 
the  very  beL'inninu  of  their  litie  in  Amerii'a,  and  who  became  in- 
ci'easim;!y  Dutch  as  they  increased  with  the  Stale — it  was  a 
I.ivinuston  niroiii:h  whom  I'^tilton's  work  was  enabled  to  reacdi 
the  stauc  of  [)ublic  and  practical  utility.    Hut  of  this  moi-e  anon. 

]'>efore  i;oinL;  on  wiih  the  account  of  I'ulton's  opocli-makini;  in- 
vention, we  uiust  cast  a  brief  glance  at  the  political  situation  of 
the  State,  in  the  year  which  was  thus  siL;iuilized,  and  is  nexcr 
to  be  forgotten — 1S()7 — the  (  Isair  td'  governor  \\"as  occui>ied  l>y 
Daniel  I).  Tomidvins.  ^^'hen  (ioxernor  .Morgan  Lewis's  term  ex- 
pireil  he  was  willing  to  be  rem)minat<'d,  and  it  is  (dnirg<'d  -but 
when  is  th.-ii  charge  not  uiadi — thai  he  freely  used  the  patronage 
of  the  Slate,  at  his  disjiosal,  to  secure  a  remuninat  ion  or  election 
P.iit  it  was  perhaps  thought  that  the  Li\'ingslon  fatnily  connec- 
tions had  been  cared  for  W(dl  enough.  At  any  rate,  the  (Min- 
tonians  and  l,i\ inL^sl(udans  had  falh-ii  out,"  and  u  ithoul  the 
combination  id"  the  two  Lewis  was  ihiometl  to  (hd'eat.  Vet  could 
m)t  the  (Minions  expi-ct  to  w  in.  if  tin-  (dii(d"  [losition  A\as  too  c(Ui- 
s[>icm)Usly  inicnih  d  foi-  one  of  their  own  number.  Heiice  Daniel 
D.  TiMii plcins  was  nominaieil  aiid  (dected,  taking  his  se;it  in  ISDT. 

Governor  'rom[d;iiis  was  born  in  what  is  now  known  as  the 
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tow  n  of  Scai'f^ilale,  W'cstclicsicr  ('ouiity,  on  June  21,  177  L  lie 
graduated  from  ("oluiuMa  ('ollc-c  in  ll'jr,,  iind  at  oiuc  hcL^an  (lie 
sdtdy  of  law.  Ilr  built  iii"  a  iw'inilat  ion  for  lci;al  aliility  in  the 
i;ro\\inu  iiK't  I'lpolis  of  the  State,  and,  as  in  so  many  instaiucs  at 
tliat  and  suI)sc((U('nt  poi-io^ls  in  tlio  hisioi-y  of  1  he  Stall'  and  of  ilir 
ronntry,  i-cno\\i!  for  forensic  alnlity  was  l)nf  the  st epitin^-slone 
to  a  political  career  and  lii^uli  oflicial  position.  Wr  lirst  notice 
the  future  go\ern(..r  in  public  life  as  .i  nnanber  of  the  Coustitu- 


WASUINGTON'S  iIK.\UQt;.\.UTKliri,  AT  NEWBURG. 

lioual  Convention  of  ISOl,  Avhieli  p,ave  so  much  jxtwer  to  the 
<  'ouncil  of  Ap[toiutnient ,  unhappil}'  em  phasizin  u  aud  foi  t  i  fyinu  a 
feature  of  the  original  Siate  ( 'oust  it  ui  ion  id'  1777,  \v]n(di  was  by 
iio  me;ins  a  <lesirable  one  to  beuin  with. 

Shoialy  after  tins  first  recognition  of  his  abilities,  or  e-\-idencc 
"f  his  ]»o!itical  ]iull,  Tompkins  was  ;id\anced  a  decree  higher,  in 
Iteinu  eb'cteil  a  nieiiibcr  of  the  Assembly.  N(^xt  we  tiud  him 
ai;ain  a  lound  luLiher  upon  t  he  laibbr  of  fame,  wheii  he  serx'ed  iu 
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Congress  as  one  of  flic  roiji-esentativcs  for  New  Yorlc,  durinu  tli<' 
years  ISO-i  and  1803.  At  the  sanu'  time,  in  ISOf — for  diialil y  iu 
otlice  was  not  nnconinion  in  the  early  d;iys  of  tlic  republic — .Air. 
Tompkins  was  apitointcd  a  juduc  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
State.  As  we  have  seen,  he  was  selected  as  a  candidate,  upou 
whom  the  Clintonians  could  concentrate  the  Ivepuldican  factions 
against  the  lavingstonians  in  ISOT,  and  the  vote  he  ]tolle(l — a 
majority  of  four  thousand — showed  that  he  had  an  euf hiisijistic 
follo^\"ing•  of  his  own  in  the  State,  whi(  h  enahleil  him  to  take  a 
position  not  iiltogether  dej)endeiii  ii]»on  the  fa\i)r  of  tlie  Clintons. 

This  was  shoA\n  also  by  the  free,uenc3'  of  his  re-electi(Ui.  lie 
served  three  terms  of  tlu'ee  years  eacdi,  and  tlien  he  was  re-elected 
for  a  fourth,  but  his  incumbency  was  interrupted  by  the  entirel}' 
pleasant  distinction  of  beiiig  ele\-;H(  (I  by  the  A'otes  of  the  iiatiou 
to  be  ^'ice-President,  t(»  take  whitdi  p(;silioii  lie  left  Albiiny  for 
Washington  in  ISIT.  He  was  i-e-(dected  with  President  >li>nroe  in 
1820,  and  served  out  the  tei-m,  when  he  reiired  to  a  count  ly-seat 
on  Staten  Island  at  the  'I'ompkins\ill(  named  after  him,  where 
he  died  on  June-  11,  I8i;."».  lie  was  the]i  asjsiring  to  the  nomina- 
tion for  I*resident,  but  some  linancial  complication,  growing 
out  of  his  zealous  supi)orl  of  the  administration  in  the  conduct 
of  the  War  of  1812,  told  somewhat  against  him,  beidouding  his 
fame,  and  lie  av<is  passed  by.  It  is  said  (hat  the  sliglit  and  its 
cause  hastened  his  death. 

It  was  still  the  custom,  as  at  th<'  inauguration  of  the  State 
government  in  1777,  for  the  governoi"  to  take  his  seat  on  -Tuly  1. 
fiovernor  Tompkins  had,  acc(U'dingly,  been  iho  imaimbent  for 
just  six  weeks,  \\-hen  occuri'ed  A\'hat  may  with  justice  be  called 
"  the  event  of  rhe  centur\."  even  in  these  closing  years  of  it,  witli 
its  other  great  events  Ixdoi'e  the  mind.  It  was  announce(l  in 
New  Yoi'k  City,  Then  ap])roa(diiug  the  one  hundred  thousand 
mark  in  po]tulation,  that  on  ]\londay,  August  10.  1807.  at  (uu' 
o'(dock  in  the  afternoon,  a  Iwiat  to  be  ])roitelle(j  by  the  ai(T  of 
steam,  w<'»uld  stai'l  on  a  ti'ial  ti'ip  to  .Mbanv.  This  curiosity  had 
been  seen  by  the  people  of  >,'e\\-  Yoidv  befoi-e.    A  ]U'eliminai  y  trial 
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liiul  been  i;iveii  the  wciid  and  mysterious  stnicturc  a  little  while 
l.'cfore,  when  it  moved  Irom  the  shii»yard  on  tlu'  Ivist  Kiver, 
v.liere  it  had  been  biiilr,  to  the  Jersey  shore,  opixtsitt'  th<'  eity, 
an<l  back  a^ain.  There  iiad  been  hitelies  and  sto]»s  and  a[»|tareut 
failure  enuui;h  then  to  satisfy  and  eomfoi-t  tlje  wiseaeres  who 
alwiiys  indulge  in  [tropheeies  of  failure  on  such  occasions. 

Xuw  a  bolder  stroke  was  i(j  Ix.-  at ti'mitteil,  and  the  ]»o}»ulatio!; 
of  the  city  were  un  hand  to  see  it.    Tlie  start  was  to  be  nunle  frou-i 

J'aulus  Hook  Ferry,"  which  had  its  landinu-  idace  on  the  New 
^'ork  side  at  the  foot  of  Cortlandt  Street,  North  JJiver.  ^lulti- 
tudes  ilucked  to  the  scene,  and  looked  on  from  the  river  bauk, 
ihe  docks  and  whar^•es,  the  to]>s  of  sheds,  and  the  roofs  of  houses. 
And  what  did  they  see?  An  ordinary  boat,  perhajis  a  little  nar- 
roA\'er  than  usua.l,  A\"ith  two  masts  and  sails  attached.  But  be- 
tween the  masts  there  arose  an  unusual  ai)iiendage  to  a  boat: 
it  seemed  a  smokestack  such  as  \\ere  seen  iu  use  at  sawmills! 
And  on  the  sides  huiig  two  \\heels,  foi'  all  the  world  like  the 
undershot  wheels  of  a  sawmill  nujved  by  water-power.  At  the 
hour  announced  this  cui-ious  thinu,  emiltinu,  smoke  and  llame 
and  turning'  its  wheels  from  ^\•itlJin  the  !)oat,  began  to  move  from 
its  moorings.  Up  the  stream  it  went  without  concerning  itself 
about  wind  and  sails,  and  was  soon  lost  to  sight.  At  four  o'clock 
f>u  Friday  afternoon  of  the  same  week,  the  good  jieople  of  New 
\ovk  were  treated  to  another  suri)rise.  The  curious  aquatic 
machine  was  back  again,  and  when  it  was  learjied  that  it  had 
been  to  Albany  in  the  interval,  astonishment  knew  no  bounds. 

W'vW  might  the  peo]de  be  astonished  at  that  day.  A  nKJuient 
ago  we  called  this  trip  of  the  tirst  steamboat  the  "  c\-ent  of  the 
century."  We  do  so  advisedly.  There  is  nothing  to  be  set  by  the 
side  of  it,  for  significance  in  itself,  for  tlu^  inauguration  of  a  new 
order  of  things,  for  the  conseqTiences  it  drew  after  it,  except, 
perhaps,  the  invention  of  tlie  telegraph,  and  its  practical  applica- 
lion  not  quite  forty  years  later.  Fven  the  introduction  of  rail- 
roads \\  as  a  secondary  event,  really  oidy  a  corollary  or  outgrowth 
from  (his  one.    For  we  must  consider  that  this  event  was  the 
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bciiinniiiu  of  a  fcvolut ion  in  llic  iiukIcs  of  transportation  an*! 
coniuiunicai  inn  bd  \\<'('ii  fiic  dist.int  liahil  at  inns  of  men.  I'cniilc 
in  ISOl.  in  -^o  far  as  the  scicnlilic  oi'  mocha iiic  [)ri»^rt■ss  of  ilio 
world  is  roiucrniM],  vcio  actually  nearer  to  pciaods  oven  ccntn- 
rios  hclnre  I  heir  time  than  tlioy  are  to  us.  In  their  ilay  they  had 
to  lra\'el  the  water  in  shi]ts  under, sails,  and  by  laiul  in  the  lum- 
bering staui'  or  a  [irixate  cairiaue,  exactly  (or  with  but  slight 
nioditicat  ions  not  bearini;  (Ui  tins  arL;unM>n(  in  rlie  least  )  as  mcui 
had  doiu'  at  the  beuinninu'  of  the  eiuhteeulh,  or  fifteenth, 
or  indeed  the  iirst  contui-y  of  the  Christ  ian  a,ue,  and  many  a  cen- 
tury before  that.  "All  the  aiUaiuos  made  in  locomotion."  says 
Professor  I'iske,  "  from  the  days  of  Nel>U(  liadne/./.ar  to  those  of 
Aju'rew  Jackson,  Avere  as  nothinu'  com]»are(|  to  the  (dianuc  that 
Las  been  \\rouij,ht  within  a  few  years  l)y  tlie  inlroduction  of  rail- 
rotids."  T>nt  then  it  was  really  the  steamboat  in  bs;()7  i),.Mau 
'Mlie  advances  in  locomotion''  from  the  modes  of  old  to  the 
nnxM'rn  ones.  It  started  tlie  wonderful  new  (-jM^di,  "wdiii  li  has 
niinh^  the  niiu'teenth  century  h-ap  forth  at  oiu^e  from  the  series 
of  ils  ]ire(lecess(U's,  uni(iue  and  over^\•h(dmiug  iu  the  chan,!.;('s 
it  has  v\  i-oUL;ht. 

It  has  ')een  somf-times  seriously  (|uestiou(^d  \\diether  the  credit 
of  the  in\cntion  of  the  steamboat  (Uiiiht  to  be  accorded  to  Kobert 
I'^ulton.  AN'as  he  in<leed  the  Iirst  to  succeed  in  nioxini;'  a  boat  l>y 
means  of  the  jiower  of  steam?  Puttiu^^  the  luattei-  in  thar  way, 
"sx'e  ma\  lunc  to  answer  in  the  nei;atiA'e.  To'ii;art,  I'ulton's  biocr- 
rajdier.  bi'iuL^s  touether  a  nundxa-  of  names  and  im-idents,  sliow- 
iu!4'  lio\''  lie  was  pr<'c<-ilcd  by  many  others  in  the  ■way  of  experi- 
uu'Uts.  and  how,  e\-en  as  nnudi  as  a  century  in  advance,  a  Dv. 
I'apin  constructed  a  model  aiid  woi-ked  it  ui>on  the  I'ulda  Ki\er 
in  (ieiiiiany.  Jonatlian  Hulls  is  nientioiu'il  as  making  ;i  small 
boat  with  a  wheid  at  its  stern  uo  by  steam  in  ITMT,  which  he 
intended  mm-ely  for  towinu  sliijis  out  of  harbor  to  sea.  fifty 
yeai's  later,  le-i^art  t(dls  us.  -lames  lJumsey  made  a  boat  b>- 
steam  on  tl;e  T'oloniac  l>'i\'er,  the  powei'  of  pi'<>pulsi( ui  residiie^  in 
''a  vert  ical  ])um[t  in  the  middle  of  tlu'  \  e<:s(d.  by  whiidi  t  he  w  ater 
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was  drawn  in  at  tlie  bow,  and  fxpclled  at  tlu'  stern  through  a 
ii(»rizt)ntal  trunk  in  lier  bottiuu."  A  sjjeed  of  four  niih's  ;in  lioui' 
was  llius  attaiiH-d,  when  tlic  weiglit  carried  was  three  tons,  in 
addilion  to  that  of  tho  engine 

Just  ten  years  before  I'ultou's  suci-css,  in  17!>T,  New  ^'ork  Cily 
had  been  made  tlie  seene  of  an  (WiH'rimcnt  in  stc.un  navii;alion, 
tlio  sheet  of  water  seh'ctofl  being  tlio  now  ]on^-\anislM'd  ("dllcct 
Tond,  a  little  lalce  whicli  \\as  upon  tl)o  site  now  o<,rnpi<'d  by 
tlic 'I'ombs  Prison,  dohn  Fiteh,  who  had  made  a  clumsy  luarhine 
pro]>el  a  boat  on  tho  Dela- 
ware, in  front  of  I'hiladel- 
phia,  was  the  hero  of  this 
affair.  In  the  boat  with 
liim  was  John  Ste\'ens. 
who  succeeded  in  making 
a  steamboat  abont  the 
same  time  liiat  Fidion  did 
in  ISOT,  and  who  carried 
it  around  t(>  lMulade!])hia 
lu'cause  I'ldton  had  the 
mono] )(dy  of  the  Hudson. 
Another  person  in  the  boat 
witli  him  was  a  figm-e 
grown  familiar  to  readers 
of  these  pages,  Chancellor 
llobert  Jl.  Livingston. 

New  York  is  i)articu]arly  interested  in  Livingstmi's  connecti(Ui 
with  this  great  inventi(.n.  As  the  result  of  what  he  saw  on  the 
^'(dlect  Pond  he  entered  ^Aith  enthusiasm  inio  ex]»eriments  to 
atlaiji  in  a  ])ractica]  A\ay  wliat  I'Mtch  had  been  al»le  to  show  oidy 
;is  a  curiosity,  his  ap]dian<  es  being  too  (dumsy  to  produce  atiy 
■•^iitisfactory  results  in  actual  na\iuation.  \\'e  tind  him  in  this 
>^aiiie  year  busy  witli  an  Englisli  en^iiiieer,  or  maclunist.  named 
^'<'sl»it,  trying  otlier  models  on  the  Tludson  Ki\<'r,  near  his  (^mn- 
Iry-seat  at  riermont.    h^rom  the  use  later  made  nf  this  mine.". 
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the  chaueellor's  scat  dosorves  movo  than  a  [)a8siii!j;'  notice. 

As  is  well  known,  Kobcrt  Livini^ston,  the  fonndcr  (»f  the  ^re;it 
New  York  family,  by  reason  of  his  i;<'nins  for  "  a<-((uisit i veness," 
niana.i;e(1  to  ^et  possessictn  of  nearly  all  (Columbia  ('oniity.  in 
the  lower  portion  of  it  his  son  an<l  heir,  tjie  second  Kobei-l,  bnili 
a  fine  mansion,  and  called  the  seat  Clermont.  IJere  IJobeil  II. 
Livingston,  later  cliancellor,  was  Itorn.  ^Vhen  he  married  lie 
built  another  mansion,  south  of  the  other,  wliich  was  liencrt'ort  h 
dislini;nished  by  the  name  of  Old  T'lermout.  Ilis  activity  in  the 
cause  of  the  devolution  made  these  twt)  houses  a  shinini;'  marl< 
for  the  ven;j,(d'ul  vandalism  of  (lenei-al  Vauuhan  in  1777,  when 
he  went  up  the  river  to  make  a  di\"ersion  in  fav(jr  of  I>ur,uoyne. 
Both  mansions  were  buiaied  to  iheii-  f(»undat ions.  Kobert  IJ.'s 
mother  i-ebuilt  Old  Tlermont,  and  a  handsomer  (Clermont  than 
ever  rose  at  a  little  distance  from  whei-e  the  former  stood.  It 
stood  at  some  distance  batdc  fidiii  tlie  rivei-.  but  having  a  full 
view  of  it,  and  of  the  Catskills  beyond.  It  was  situated  lusai- 
GermantoAvn,  about  foi'fy  miles  south  of  .\lbany  and  not  more 
than  ten  below  the  city  of  Hudson. 

In  this  vicinity  Liviu;i;ston  went  to  the  expense  of  l)uildinu-  a 
steamboat  at  a  place  now  called  De  Koven's  Bay,  about  luilf  a 
mile  below  Tiv(di  or  I'])])ei'  Bed  IIool;  Landing'.  Ilis  engineer 
was  Bj  unel,  the  one  who  desii^-ned  and  built  the  tunnel  umler  the 
Thames,  and  the  fat  her  of  the  desii;nei-  of  tho  "  (}r<'at  East  en i  of 
ISnO.  As  the  boat  AAas  neai-in^-  coni])letion.  and  pi'omiseil  tlie 
hoped-for  results,  laviuuston  ai)]»li<'d  for  a  charter  to  the  LcL^is- 
lature  of  Xe^  York  in  170S.  He  rejiresented  to  that  body,  says 
Rei,<j,art,  "  that  he  was  ]>ossessed  of  ;i  mode  of  a]»])lyinu-  the  steam- 
enuine  to  ])ropel  a  boat  im  new  and  advantageous  princi]iles.  1)U^ 
that  he  was  deterred  fiom  caii-yinu  it  into  effect  l)v  the  uncer- 
tainty and  liazard  of  a  vei-y  exiiensive  (experiment,  uidess  he 
could  be  assured  of  an  ex(dusive  advantage  from  it  should  it  be 
found  successful." 

It  was  an  extraordinary  application,  such  as  never  had  been 
made  to  the  Legislature  before.    It  seemed  so  visionary  ami  im- 
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|inu  ticable  that  it  mot  with  a  storm  of  ridicule  and  badinaa(\ 
'I'll*'  bill  to  grant  tlic  cliartrr  apjdicd  for  was  framed  and  intro- 
duced by  Dr.Samnel  L.^ritchell,  not  nncoTmeeted  witli  enl('r])rises 
(if  a  similar  sort  as  far  as  the  ridieuleus  was  concermMl.  l)r.  Mitch- 
ell complained  that  the  \vaL;s  and  t he  law  vers  cojubined  to  oppose 
the  bill,  one  main  ground  of  their  objection  being  "  thai  it  was 
an  idle  aud  whimsical  project,  unworthy  of  legislative  attention." 
V(;t  it  obtained  attention  enough.  Senator  J/1  lommeilieu  after- 
ward told  that  whenever  there  was  a  disposition  among  the 
younger  members  to  indulge  a  little  levity,  they  would  call  up 
the  steamboat  bill,  that  they  might  divert  themselves  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  project  aud  its  advocates.'' 

Thus  the  Legislature  laughed  itself,  as  it  were,  into  a  good- 
natured  approbation  of  the  measure,  and  in  3Iarch,  1T9S,  an  act 
was  i»assed  "vesting  Mr.  Livingston  with  the  exclusive  right 
and  privilege  of  navigating  all  kinds  of  boats  which  might  be 
l)ropelIed  by  the  force  of  steam  or  fire,  on  all  the  waters  within 
the  territory  or  jurisdiction  of  the  State  of  New  York,  for  the 
ti*rm  of  twenty  years  from  the  passing  of  the  act,  upon  condition 
that  lie  should,  within  a  twelvemonth,  build  such  a  boat,  the 
mean  of  whose  progress  should  not  be  less  than  four  miles  an 
hour."  In  view  of  subsefiuenl  events  it  should  be  a  matter  of 
extreme  gratification  ami  i)ride  that  u])on  tlie  records  of  the 
K<'gislature  of  our  Btate  stands  spi-ead  such  an  act  as  this  before 
t  he  close  of  the  preceding  century.  Unfortunately  for  the  sidieme 
flion  underway,  and  so  much  ridicuh'd,  the  condition  laid  (h)wn, 
a  speed  of  four  miles  per  hour,  was  not  fuUilled  by  Mr.  Living- 
stoifs  boat  made  at  Tivoli.  So  the  wags  could  go  on  laughing 
for  a  little  longer.  But  always  is  it  true,  that  h«'  laughs  best 
who  laughs  last:  the  wags  have  ceased  laughing  long  ago,  the 
^voild  has  been  laughing  at  them  for  ninety-twf)  years. 

come  back  now  to  I'^'ulton's  achievenu^nt,  and  in  sy»ite  of 
■■dl  that  we  have  adduced  as  taking  ]>lace  before  his  time,  we  still 
are  compelled  to  accord  to  him  the  meed  of  praise  for  this  great 
invention  of  the  steamboat.    Other  men  may  have  labored,  and 
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he  may  bine  simplv  cut cihmI  into  tlicir  labors.  I'.ut  tbar  bas 
been  tbe  iiib'  ami  tbc  cxitriionce  in  all  ^rral  undcitakinus  ili.ii 
have  blessed  and  adxajued  tbo  woild.  i'liltoii,  utilizing  doidil- 
k'ss  what  oibfi'  nifu  bad  suuuostcd.  made  of  the  sicaniboal  a 
}iracti(al  ulilily.  It  nanaint-d  not  in  bis  bands  a  nicri'  o.vpcri- 
nient  oi*  a  toy.  lie  ]»!ddu(  ('d  a  boat  Ibal  arluaily  wont  and  kopl 
on  li'oinu,  doini;  nsofiii  sor\  iro  in  cai  ryinu  fi-oiubl  an<l  ])asscni:,('i's. 
which  bad  abaio  bo(-n  possiblo  to  \osscls  doi»cndcnl  upon  sails 
and  winds.  'I'lie  I'arl  (d'  stoani  na\iuation  \\as  establisbod  by 
him,  and  t'rom  bis  day  on  it  bas  uone  tin-  usual  \\ay  of  evolution, 
to  better,  and  lar,i;er,  ami  more  uomba  lul  things. 

It  was  a  bai>i)y  junctui-o  of  ownts  A\  bitdi  i)roimbt  Cbancolloi' 
l.ivinuston  and  Kob<  rl  I'ullon  tom-tbcr.  I'ulton  was  born  ai 
IJttle  I'ritain  inoA\-  I'ulton),  in  Lancaster  (a)unty,  l*a.,  in  IKi.j. 
lie  was,  therefore,  forty-iwo  years  (dd  at  tbe  time  of  bis  i;reat 
.success.  Ho  dovidojM'd  a  tabad  for  [taintini:,  and  as  lionjanuji 
West  was  a  natiNc  (d  a  town  not  far  distant,  and  tbe  families  of 
the  two  ai'tisls  \\ero  W(  II  ac'iuainted,  I'ulton  e\'entually  wont  to 
En<;land  to  study  jtaintinu  under  AN'cst.  lUit  at  tlio  ai^-e  (d' 
seventeen  bo  bad  bc^uu  bis  catoor  as  a  painter  of  laudscajtes  and 
portraits  in  IMiiladclpbia.  He  Liained  a  goodly  conqictcaice  there- 
by, and  A\b<'n  later  be  exerris(Ml  bis  art  in  Enubnab  tbe  aid  and 
patronage  of  A\'est  sei  tired  bim  A\  b:H  nd^bt  be  ac(  (united  a  small 
fortune,  so  that  in  the  eailier  e.\]Maim(ait al  stages  of  bis  inxcn- 
t ion  la-  was  able  to  add  a  consideralde  jiortion  to  tbe  outlay  w  bicb 
Livinj.',st<ui  (  la crfidly  devotod  to  ibo  eider]»rise.  As  tbo  in\eutive 
instinct  was  stnuiu  wiibin  him,  tuiidiiLi  to  a  i;reat  variety  of 
thin,!L;s,  he  was  soon  led  to  ui\e  his  thoughts  to  tbe  siUtj<'ct  of 
steam  na\i,uat ion. 

In  the  pursuit  (d'  aia  and  invention  I'ulton  cann>  to  I'aris  in 
1707,  whel-e  be  met  Joe]  l^>ai'low,  the  [loet,  atttbor  of  tbe  wonld  be 
epic  "  Colnmbiad,"  wbi(di  w  as  illustrated  with  jd-afes  fi'om  I'ul- 
ton's  Imnd.  i^boraly  after  .TelTei'sou  l>ecanu'  Tri'sident,  lie  ap- 
pointed ('bamelbu-  I.i\inuston  minister  to  I'^rance.  ho  haviup, 
reached  the  aiic  limitation  for  the  (diancellorship,  and  retired 
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from  tlio  onico  in  The  next  year,  1802,  Livingston  jumI 

I'ulion  were  inlroduceii  to  earli  otlier  liy  I'.arlow,  and  tliey  at 
out-e  l)eiian  to  discnss  iIk-  <|n('stio]i  n]iiiorinosr  in  the  niimls  of 
liotli.  Fnlton  sn,L', jested  some  rcinoilics  foi'  the  failnrcs  tiiat 
otlii-rs  liad  met  "witli,  and  I/ivinusioii  was  (jiiick  Jo  scf  ilie  valne 
of  the  hints.  Small  models  wcri'  ronsi  rncte(l  to  test  their  tlieo- 
ries,  and  a  lar^c  hoat  was  jdaccil  by  them  <in  I  lie  Seine,  to  be 
sure  that  on  a  larger  sr-alo  no  flaw 
would  devehjp  to  mar  their  proj- 
ect. 

The  latter  trial  convineed  them 
h(»tli  that  the  seci-el  of  snecess 
was  at  last  in  thdr  ])ossession, 
and  it  was  determined  to 
serif>usly  to  work  and  build  a 
vessel  that  should  be  able  to 
cai'ry  on  the  business  of  transpor- 
tation as  Avell  as  the  Hudson  ^ 
IJiver  sloo])S,  if  (uily  it  could  bi' 
made  to  go,  by  the  aid  of  the  um- 
•diinery  they  had  jilanned,  at  an 
aibMpiate  rate  of  spee<l.  The 
<'ii.L;in<'  A\as  ordei-ed  in  Eny,land, 
and  then  Fulton  went   to  Xe'w 

Voi-k  City  an<l  started  tlie  building'  of  the  boat  t<:)  c<uitain  it,  at 
I*.ro\\ifs  shipyard  on  tiie  I^ast  "River.  Chancfdlor  Livingstoifs 
foi-iime  was  to  bear  the  brunt  of  ilie  ex])ense,  and  his  ronnect  ion 
Willi  the  enterjtrise  naturally  brouglit  about  the  selection  of  llie 
•  llu<lson  Ti'iver  for  the  honor  of  bearing  the  first  steamboat  l)iiilt 
"u  business  princijdes. 

It  was  also  mitural  and  ayipropi-inte  that  Tavingston  slumld 
liave  had  the  naming  of  it.  and  that  he  should  have  s(decte(l  the 
'ianie  of  his  bii'tlqdace  and  his  home.    The    TMermont  "  \\-as  ni>t 

small  vess(d  for  its  day;  its  length  being  one  hundred  and  thirty 
f"'"'t,  b(>;im  eighteen  feet,  depth  of  hold  seven  feet,  constituting  a 
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ship  of  one  hundixMl  and  sixty  tons,  or  exactly  t\vic<'  tlic  liunlm 
of  that  other  ship  made  famous  by  the  Hudson,  oi-  whirh  niailc 
the  Hudson  famous,  the  "  Ilalf-Moon." 

The  trij)  to  Albany  was  carrr'ully  delineated  by  I'^nlton  as  to  its 
time  and  the  speed  ailaiiied  l»y  the  boat  in  the  lette]-  which  he 
sent  to  the  Aiiirriran  ('ili:in,  and  whicli  api)ea,red  in  the  issue  o! 
Batui-day,  Au,i;ust  15,  ISOT.  Lea\  in.u  New  Yoilc  at  one  o'rlocl; 
ou  Monday  afternoon.  August  10,  th<'  boat  reached  (derniont 
exactly  twenty-four  hours  later,  or  one  o'clo(dv'  on  TuesdaA', 
August  11.  The  distance  oo^■ered  w  ithoul  a  slop  \\as  one  Inin- 
dred  and  ten  miles,  thus  the  averau'e  s])eed  was  m)t  quire  li\'e 
miles  per  hour.  The  l»oat  lay  at  Ch'rmont  the  r(Mnain(h'r  of  'i'ues- 
day  and  the  follo\Aii;i;-  ni_i;ht.  On  ^^'ednesday  morniii!:;  at  inne 
o'clock  tlu'  joui-ney  to  Albany  was  resume(h  the  latter  city  beiui!, 
reached  at  five  in  the  afterm>on;  the  exact  time,  by  a  cui-ious 
coincidence,  ^\  hich  it  now  takes  the  ''New  York"  or  the  "Albaii}  "' 
of  the  Day  fane  to  i;<'t  fi'om  tlie  ])ier  at  Twenty-second  ^^treet. 
New  York,  to  hei'  dock  at  All>any.  Tlie  Ciernnmt  "  did  bettei-  on 
this  shorter  trij),  the  forty  miles  bein;.;'  acc(unplished  in  eii;ht 
hours,  and  the  speed  aimed  at,  five  miles  per  hour,  was  thus 
realized  at  last. 

Fult<^n  remained  o\er  niuht  at  Albany,  then  on  Thursday  morn- 
ing', August  13,  at  nine  o'(  lock,  he  start<Ml  on  the  return  journey. 
ClernH)nt  ^\■as  reached  at  six  that  evernng,  an  hour  later  than 
it  shoidd  have  been  at  the  reijuired  sjteed.  Waiting  only  one 
hour,  at  seven  o'chxdv  the  momentous  voyage  was  resumed,  and 
at  four  o'clock-  on  I'l-iday  afterm)on.  August  It,  the  ''Clermont 
touched  hei'  (hicl-:  at  I'auhis  Hook  Fei'ry,  foot  of  Cortlandt  Street. 
Thus  the  tinu'  from  Chancellor  Livingston's  ]»lace  to  N<'\v  ^'oi'k 
was  three  hours  less  than  before,  h^ulton  ]iut  the  tini(>  at  thirty 
hours  from  Albany  down,  but  it  ^\'as  really  twenty-eight,  count- 
ing in  even  the  one  hour's  stojt  at  Clermont.  It  was  demon- 
stratcHl  beyon<l  a  ])ei-a<hentui-e  that  he  had  constT'ucte((  a  sei-v- 
iceable  boat  which  could  attain  by  st(\im  power  an  average 
speed  of  five  miles  an  hour.    It  was  fast  trav(ding  for  so  long  a 
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(•(.iiscciitivr  period  in  that  day.  In  a  letlcr  to  Mr.  I'.ailow,  I'ulton 
iiicni  i<)ii,'<  that  he  had  a  lii^ht  bre('ze  against  hiiu  all  the  "^ay, 
Itdih  up  and  down,  so  that  no  use  eoiihl  be  made  of  the  sails 
with  whirh  the  boat  was  pi-o\ idcd.  It  was,  therefore,  a  pure, 
(  h-ar  tost  of  the  power  (d'  steam. 

'i'lio  passa;:,!'  of  this  remarkal)le  object  uj)  and  down  the  Hudson 
Kivcr  created  a  variety  of  emotions  in  t  hose  w  ho  saw  the  unusual 
si»ei-t ;ud<'.  As  the  sailois  on  the  laborinLi,  s]o(i[)s  saw  the  Clcr- 
iiioid  "  aih  ance,  without  sails,  a.^aiiist  the  wiinl,  straii;ht  on 
without  a  tack,  belcluii^  smoke  and  tlame,  many  were  overcome 
with  sni»erstitions  dread.  Some  hid  themselves  in  their  cabins, 
leaviuL;  their  craft  drift  as  it  listed  until  tin-  fearfid  thini;'  was 
[lasi.  l-'ishermen  became  terrified  and  rowed  in  haste  to  shore, 
tearini;'  destruction  cd'  their  tishini;  grounds.  At  a  certain  point 
an  honest  farmer  M  as  plou.uhing  a  Idllside  near  the  river's  edge. 
.\s  he  saw  the  "  ('lerniont  "'  cominu'  he  left  horses  and  plow  and 
lan  houK'  to  the  farnihotise,  shuutini;'  to  his  wife  that  the  devil 
was  condnj^  up  the  river  in  a  floating  sawmill. 

Hut  more  intelliuent  yreetings  were  ahso  its  reward  as  the 
steamer  c(jntinued  un  its  course.  At  AN'est  I'oint  the  w  hole  gar- 
rison was  otit,  and  as  it  rounded  the  sharp  turn  in  the  river  op[>o- 
siie  Constitution  Island,  the  rocky  sIku'cs  resounded  with  the 
hearty  cheers  of  cadets  and  soldiers.  At  Xewburg  the  steep 
slope  of  the  hill  was  black  with  people,  as  if  whide  Orange  Touidy 
liad  collected  then'.  'Jdie  ferry  slo(.[)  to  I'^ishkill  was  midway  in 
I  he  ri\  er,  and  filled  with  ladies  waving  their  handkerchiefs.  Ar 
I'oughkeepsie  a  knot  of  villagers  had  collected  on  a  Idgh  bluff. 
A  gentleman  wh(j  was  among  this  group  as  a  (diild  of  eight  years, 
told  of  the  wonderful  sight  neaidy  fifty  years  later,  rnd  said  that 
the  ]ieo[»le  from  the  bliitl'  <-ould  discern  about  four  persons  on 
lioard  the  "  ( 'lermont."  In  spite  of  acc(»unts  to  the  contrary, 
it  is  not  lik(dy  that  l^ulton  took  any  passengeis  with  him  on  the 
first  tri]),  ami  the  four  persons  seen  very  likely  constituted  the 
'out ingcnt,  or  wat(  h,  operating  the  boat  at  the  time  it  passed 
l'oMghke<'psie. 
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So  far  as  can  be  iiiadi'  out  i'riiiii  \  ari(tus  advert  isciiifiits  of 
day  (for  Koiuaii's  rather  iiiis\ st  enia  I  ic  liio^ra  i>li.\  uives  no  ileji 
nite  aeeoiiiit  (»f  the  inalteri  the  "  ( Mermoiil  ""  did  not  hei;iti  tu 
make  remihir  tri]is  as  a  i)asseiiuer  ])a'  l^et  niitil  early  in  Sej)- 
teinher.  Some  (  han^es  \\t  re  m.uh'  in  her  to  lu-epare  her  for  this 
sei'vice.  A  cabin  was  const  r  tic  ted  with  se\-eral  berl  lis,  h'asim;'  an 
(»}ten  spac'  al  the  l»o\\  and  steni.  <  >ii  Septi-mbcr  1',  1S((7,  it  was 
adxcrtised  in  the  >,\'w  ^'ol•k  ]»ai)eis  that  on  l-'riday,  the  4th,  tiie 
''("lermoiii  wonhl  lea\e  I'anlns  lloidv  I'erry  for  Albany,  'llie 
scliedule  of  fares  A\  as  an iioniiced  as  foUows  : 

New  York  to  Newinir^,        s:!.0();  time,  14  Lours. 
"  to  roti-hkef])sie,     -l.OO;  IT  " 

"         to  ]-:soi.us,  5.00;     "     20  " 

"         to  llmksoii,  5.50;     "     30  " 

"         to  Albany,  7.00;     "     30  " 

l''or  these  fimires  })io\  isions  and  berths  were  fiirinslied,  as  well 
as  t  he  ])assaue. 

In  an  Albany  ]>a[)er  w  e  tind  it  stated  t  liat  on  Satiirilay,  Septem- 
ber 5,  tli" 'haiiiont  ■■  arri\t'd  there,  haviiii;- 1  wenty-fonr  ])assen- 
;.;ers  on  board.  <  )n  Momhiy, Septemb(  i-  T.tlie  d(i\\  ii  tri])  was  nihh'r- 
taken,  with  forty  ladies  and  iicnth-men  aboard.  .\^ain  it  is  an- 
nounced in  the  /'i/s7.  of  ()(  !( titer  1,  rhat  the  st eaiuboat  had 
arrived  from  Albany  with  sixty  ]»assenuers,  t wenty-eii^hi  hotirs 
only  ha\  inL;  been  cnnsnmed  in  the  joui  iiey.  Ir  left  Ncav  Vork  <in 
the  3d  at  10  a.m.,  enconni<'rinii  an  ad\'erse  ride  and  stronu 
headwinds,  ai'd  a  slooj«  which  ran  ;ironl  of  it,  causing  the  dis- 
aljlement  of  one  of  ilie  w  heids,  about  eiuhleen  miles  up  from  the 
city.  Yet  with  all  the  detentions  and  aihersit  ies  of  thi>  trip,  it 
landed  its  ninety  ]»assenL:eis  on  the  (^\-enim:  of  Octobei'  4.  at 
10  p.m.  It  was  annoiinred  new  that  three  trips  would  be  made 
poi'  week,  for  the  calcuhiiion  seemect  k,  lie  entirid\'  warrantable 
that  the  journey  could  alwavs  be  accomplished  within  two  days. 

On  yo\'ember  (I  we  iearn  that  the  '•(Merninnt  "*  left  .Mbam- 
with  one  linndre<l  jiassem^.  ts.  I'hen  as  winter  (  losed  in  the  trii»s 
of  the  new  order  of  miviLiation  had  to  cease.    \\'ith  the  sprin,i; 
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siuiiiiH/r  of  ISOS  llicy  wci;'  i-('siiiiic(l,  ;in(l  slill  tliry  luid  upon 
iIm'Iii  all  llic  ri'csliucss  and  inlcrcsi  of  uoNclly.  Siu  li  wc  i^allnT 
from  till'  way  the  stcanihoal  is  spokon  of  in  a  uunibcr  of  the 
Hudson  liir. 

Tliat  journal  of  the  little  city  ou  the  IdulT  Idls  of  tlic  diuirii- 
sioiis  of  t lie  "  ( 'Icrnionr  "  as  if  il  axci-c  a  new  plicnonicnon  slill.  It 
w  as  one  liundi't'd  and  sixty  feci  Ioul;;  "  hvcadi  h  in  projtoi  tion  it 
!iad  a,  coppci-  boiler  ei^lit  or  ten  feet  Ioul;;  it  de\eloped  twenty 
iiorse-i»o\\  er ;  its  wheels  were  "similar  lo  \\  a ter- wheels,"  and  what 
is  iiderestiui:  an<l  not  contiruied  by  all  authorities,  the  wheels 
\vere  now  eovei'ed  up.  It  A\isely  (but  rather  btdatedly )  assever- 
,ited  that  "  its  i)rinfipal  advait-  ^."f-f-^-^i-^^ 


boat   is  certaiidy  an   interest  in;.:. 

curiosity  to  strangers.  To  see  this  iar^e  and  ajijiarently  un- 
wieldy machine,  A\ithotit  oars  or  sails,  prop<dled  through  ihe 
'■lenient  by  im  isible  aucncy  at  a  rate  ef  four  miles  an  hour,  wouh! 
Ih>  a  novelty  in  any  (piarter  of  the  lilobe." 

However  glorious  to  us  is  the  triumph  aihievd  by  I'ulton 
and  la\inuston,  the  romance  or  L^lory  of  it  failed  to  strike  (he 
boatmen  on  the  Hudson  lliver,  \y\nt  saw  their  occupation  and 
livelihood  taken  out  of  their  hands  by  the  new  invention.  I'rom 
b-ar  their  sentiments  chanL;ed  to  anucr  and  haired,  ami  man\' 
d'-liiM-iale  attempts  were  made  to  run  afoul  of  tiie  "  ( "lermont." 
t"  siid<  Of  disable  her.    It  is  nu;i(^  than  lik(dy  that  the  accident 


ta.ue  was  in  calms  or  headwinds." 
If  the  wind  AVere  fa\'oi-able,  liuht, 
s(|uare  sails  were  used  to  aid  the 
jtropnlsion  by  steam.  The  cabin 
was  ftiriHshe(l  lifty-two 
berths,  sofas,  chairs,  etc.  Inci- 
dentally the  />*rr  added  that  twice 
.1  week  ihe  sloop  "  l].\[>ei-iment  " 
sailed  from  lluds(tn  ftu'  New 
York.  Ami  a  saij;('  comment  coii- 
(dudes  the  Avlude:       'IMie  steam- 
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referred  to  above,  as  recorded  in  the  papers  of  the  day,  was  nut 
quite  so  mucli  an  ai-ridcnt  as  one  of  these  attempts  of  s<'t  ]>ui- 
})ose.  Then,  again,  opposition  develoiie»l  in  the  way  of  litigation. 
Conijianies  were  rontinually  formed,  witii  someone  else's  iincn- 
tion  in  tlieir  ])ossession,  w  lio  went  to  court  endea\'orin,u  to  break 
thi'  monopoly  of  the  orii;inal  inveutors.  The  Legislature  re- 
peatedly came  to  the  rescue  by  s[)ecial  acts,  making  sinister  at- 
tempts to  injure  the  boat  misdemeanors  subject  to  hea^'y  j)en- 
alties,  and  contirmiug  the  originators  of  steam  navigation  in 
their  rights  to  recover  the  money  so  lavishly  spent  to  iterfect  a 
new  mode  of  travel  f(»r  men. 

In  the  course  of  a  fe^\■  years  the  Clermont  "  was  considerably 
altered  and  enlarged,  and  then  (we  can  not  but  regret  it)  lu-r 
name  was  changed  to  the  "North  IJivei'.''  By  ISH  two  other 
boats,  the  "Car  of  Neptune'"  and  the  I'aragon,"  liad  been 
added,  and,  \\  ith  this  th^et  of  three  sliijis,  I'ulton's  c<)mpany  }»lied 
Avith  alnu)st  daily  trips  between  New  York  aiid  Albany.  Thus 
the  thing  that  had  startled  the  world  becanu'  an  ordinni'.y  experi- 
ence for  the  dwellers  on  NeA\'  "^'ork's  great  artery  for  trade  and 
travel.   The  age  of  sieam  had  been  effectually  inaugurated. 

It  is  instructive  to  read,  just  as  the  old  conditicuis  were  passing 
away,  of  a  triji  uji  tlie  Hudson  and  Mohawk  rivers,  uudei-taken 
during  this  same  summer  of  ISOT,  less  than  a  month  before  the 
"  Clermont's  "  eventful  jom-ney.  A  gentleman  from  riiiladelphia 
AA'ended  his  way  uji  iiiio  ("entral  New  York.  an<l  has  left  a  record 
of  his  experieiM'es.  lie  writes  that  the  passage  i)er  sloo})  fi'om 
New  York  to  Albany  was  an  affair  of  from  two  to  t'lvv  days,  and 
that  it  cost  from  six  to  ten  dollars  a  passenger,  board  imduded. 
The  freight  from  ?!rheneclady  to  Ctica  was  seventy-tlve  cents  ])er 
liundred-weight  by  land  and  water  both.  The  jourut^v  up  the  Mo- 
hawk was  accomplished  in  cither  of  tliiM'e  kinds  of  boats.  The 
most  desirable  were  the  Scli'Miectady  boats,"  carrying  ten  tons 
when  the  water  in  the  fiver  was  high,  and  thn'e  or  four  when  ii 
was  low.  Tliey  advanced  up  the  stream  at  the  rate  of  from  eight- 
een to  twenty  and  twenty-five  miles  per  diem.    Their  length  w  as 
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from  forty  to  fifty  f(H't,  and  they  were  loiiud  on  the  bottom. 

Tiu'so  boats  were  (n-oNidcd  with  squaiH'  and  topsaih^^;  in  calms 
<»!•  unfavorable  winds  four  men  on  e;udi  si(h'  [iro^xdU'd  tliem  with 
p.des.  There  was  a  ranal  about  thi'eo  nnles  ioni;  eond uctiiig 
vessids  ar(Uind  Hie  falls  and  ro(d<s  al  Little  J'alls;  anotlu'r  a 
mile  and  a  (juarter  loni;  thi-ou;^h  the  (leiaiian  Idats  counlry,  and 
a  third  a  mile  and  thi-ee-(iiiart ers,  cimductim;  from  the  Mohawk 
iliver  to  ^^'ood  Creek.  Tlu-se  eanals  had  been  l»uilt  at  a  cost  (d' 
>-K>0,000,  and  our  traveler  speaks  of  them  in  adnnrin:.;'  terms, 
but  deplores  the  excessive  tolls,  which  drove  business  fi-om  the 
waterway  to  the  roads,  lb-  tells  of  the  eit;ht  locks  by  which  the 
ascent  was  made  to  the  lev(d  <d  the  canal  l>eyon<l  the  falls,  and 
of  the  beautiful  and  fertile  counii-y  aloni;  the  canal  throti^ih 
(ierjuan  Flats  tcAvnshij)  in  Ilerkiuier  County.  Utica  was  even 
then  a  flourishing  village. 

Throuuh  this  same  portion  of  the  i^tate  a  Vine  of  staiics  was 
established  in  ISJl,  whi(di  carried  }>ass^'n;j,ers  in  three  days  from 
AUiany  to  the  Niagara  liivei-.  The  fare  from  Alban\'  to  T'tica 
was  §5. 50 ;  from  Utica  t(i  (ieneva,  -^5;  from  there  to  ( "anandaii^iia, 
•"^o.TS;  and  from  thencr  to  ]!ulTalo  six  cents  a  juilo.  It  was,  there- 
fore, a  serious  matter,  financially,  to  take  a  trip  (dear  across  the 
State  from  All)any  westward. 

The  absorbing  intei-est  of  the  event  of  ISO!  must  not  nuike  us 
fori^et  (»r  nt\!.ilect  those  occurrences  wduidi  constitute  reuuhition 
history.  While  this  irium]di  of  peace  was  beim;  almost  imjiei'- 
cei)tibly  achieve<l  nmler  the  wall  of  the  Palisades,  ;ind  the  shad- 
ows of  ''Old  Cro'  Nest"  and  Storm  Kin.u,  another  war  was  pi-e- 
pariiig  betwe(Mi  iMighuKi  a.nd  the  rnit<-d  Slates.  Not  long  after 
t  he  ojiening  of  the  idnetoent  h  century.  Id-ont  h  lib<'rty  had  frankly 
given  u])  tlie  struggle  with  comlitions  w  hi(  h  have  always  mad(^ 
it  impossible  foi-  T''rance  to  remain  a  genuine  Kepublic  long. 
Xayioleon  T.  was  n.)W  l']ni])eroi'  of  the  I'^renedi,  and  as  England, 
^\•it}|  her  in\  incible  navy,  and  t-n  account  of  her  insular  situation. 
\\'as  the  only  power  in  Europe  that  was  able  to  resist  the  conqnor- 
ing  march  of  Ids  armies,  lie  sought  to  crip]>le  her  commtn'ce  l>y 
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issuing-  the  Ijcrlin  Decree."  Eiiglaiul  replied  by  the  "Orders 
iu  Council,"  iind  as  the  result  of  these  two  varieties  of  ])ro(  l;iiiui- 
tion,  the  ports  of  Europe  and  of  England  were  elused  to  Aiiicri- 
can  shi]»})ing,  and  such  vessels  iindc'r  onr  thig  as  ventured  nbi'nad 
at  all  were  liable  to  be  takon  by  the  erwlsers  of  either  ])(»\V('i',  as 
in  a  general  ^^■ay  trying  to  run  a  blockade  which  involved  prctiy 
nearly  all  Christendom. 

Then  in  December,  LSOT,  Congress  passed  the  Embargo  Act, 
another  name  with  a  sting  to  it,  nunining  death  to  American 
commerce.  American  shijis  were  forbidden  hereby  to  leave  theii- 
harbors,  so  that  tliey  should  not  expose  themselves  to  the  risks 
of  capture  by  these  highdianded  |)roceedings  on  the  i)art  of  iMig- 
land  and  France.  But  while  this  was  a  beautifully  paternal 
measure  of  precaution,  the  cure  -was  about  as  bad  as  the  disease. 
Nothing  could  have  been  nuu'e  I'uinous  to  the  commerce  of  our 
young  Iiepublic  than  this  same  ]lreventi^'e  I']nibargo  Act.  Ne\\' 
York,  as  the  leading  commercial  city,  was  also  the  lieavi<'st 
sufferer.  "  Everytlung  was  changed  in  live  months  from  busi- 
ness and  bustle  to  stagnation  and  idleness  at  wharves  and  on  the 
streets.  liuin  was  everywhere  rampant:  desei'ted  ships  lay  idle 
and  rotting  in  the  doclcs,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  bankrupt- 
cies had  occurred  befei'e  the  s]»ring  of  180S." 

Added  to  all  this,  the  young  and  still  feeble  TJepublic  wa*^  sub- 
jected to  many  studied  insults  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain, 
brutally  rejoicing  in  its  overwdielming  power  on  the  high  seas. 
Tlepeatedly  she  ])erp('tratcd  acts  of  aggressi<ui  that  were  sim])ly 
acts  of  war.  She  claimed  tluit  our  shijis — mercantile  and  naval 
• — swarmed  with  deserters  from  her  navy.  As  both  nations  used 
a  common  language,  it  was  next  to  impossible  in  mid-ocean  to 
I>rove.  in  the  presence  of  shotted  cannon  trained  on  unariiK^d 
ships  from,  some  nearby  frigate  or  ship-of-the-line,  that  the  men 
searched  for  on  board  were  not  v\diat  the  impressing  olYicers 
claimed.  If  any  resistance  ^^(■re  made,  no  hesitation  \\liatevei' 
was  exhibited  to  let  fly  the  missiles  of  wai'.  In  ISOf)  the  r>ritish 
frigate  ''Leander"  tired  ]>oint  blank  into  an  American  slooi*  in 
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Aiiici-ican  waters,  killing  one  df  her  iiu'ii.  The  l^n^;li,sb  cai)laiu's 
jMiiiisliiiiciit  was  (Iciiia ii<l(  (l  hy  our  ^ovcnimciit.  The  form  of  a 
:iial  \}\  eoiirt-iiiartial  \\  as  ^onc  lin-ou^h,  but  it  \\  as  a  mere  fai'ce, 
;uiil  th(^  offi'iiding'  oflicer  was  ac(|uitte<l. 

Ill  June,  ISOT,  a  most  cxaspd'at in l;  incident  occurred.  The 
dd|i  subjected  to  the  now  cimimon  insults  was  one  of  the  rniled 
Siafes  navy.  Cruisinu  oil'  ihe  X'ir^inia  coast,  the  fi'i^ale  "  ('hesa- 
|irake"  was  approiu-hed  b\  the  l]n^Iish  man-of-war  "  Lt'opai-d." 
An  olticei'  ]mt  (dT  from  the  l>i-itish  \('ss(d  and  was  received  on 
board  the  .Vmeriean.   To  the  anuizenient  of  the  AnuMicau  otbcers 


Sullivan's  I'Osition'  nfar  fl.xthusii  i-ass,  long  i.sland 

llu'  conimamler  of  the  "  I.eojtard  "  (dainu-d  that  four  of  tlie 
(diesapeake's creAV  AN'ere  deserters  from  the  British  navy,  and 
demanded  their  surrender.  It  was  ]trom})tly  refuse(k  and  there 
was  doubtless  sonu^thinu  Idue  about  the  surroundini;-  air  dnrim.- 
'lie  exehanuf  of  civilities  on  the  std)ject.  'idiereui>on  the  "  Leop 
-rd  "  committed  an  outrage  nn])ardonable  under  a  state  of 
!'ea<-c,  which  notliinu  but  the  lowerinu'  ai'roLiance  (tf  a  race  of 
bullies  would  lia\('  jusiitied,  or  even  suuLiesteil.  The  Leopard  " 
deliberately  lired  a  bi'c.a(k'<i<le  ipjo  the  Americmi  s]u]»,  killinu 
liiree  of  her  men  ami  woundin-  eiuliteen.  t^uidi  acts  coubl  only 
'•ring  war,  no  matter  how  un"(|ual  the  cont(>st  nii.uht  jn'oniise  to 
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be  for  our  people.  In  aiit icip;i t ion  of  this  inevitable  resiill,  the 
Legislature  of  Xew  ^'ork  was  ui-^ed  ])y  the  L^overnor,  se\eral 
years  before  it  was  (h':-lare<I^  to  take  nu'asui'es  to  (lefeiid  the 
State  ou  tlio  seai-oas(  and  aloni:,  its  <'X(ensi\('  northern  bordei- 
exjtosetl  at  cxi'vy  [>oint  to  attacks  froi,ii  a  hoslile  country. 

lie  fore  t  urnini;  I  o  i  he  si  oi-y  of  t  he  \\  ar,  whidi  ni  ust  occU])y  us  in 
auotlier  cliaptei'.  it  will  be  i-efi-eshiu^  to  remind  ourselves  whai 
our  State  ha<l  <lone  as  early  as  this  for  the  cause  of  education. 
It  be  renionibered  w  hat  was  do)ie  umler  the  i;'overnorsliii)  ol' 
Georp,e  Clinton  in  a  ])re\  ious  decade.  In  ISOI  an  act  was  }>assed 
authoi-izin.i;-  four  lotteries  for  the  purpose  of  raising'  i^lOO,000  for 
tfie  joint  beiM'lit  of  cidleges,  academies,  and  common  schools. 
This  use  of  1  itleries  for  so  good  an  object  continued  for  (juite  a 
while,  the  end  obsi-uring  the  ((uest ional)leness  of  the  means.  .\s 
late  as  1S14  an  act  was  ]»assed,  due  larg(dy  to  the  iutlueuco  of 
the  estimable  1  >r.  I'dijdialet  Xott.  presi(h'ut  of  Union  ('olI(\ge, 
wlnu-eby  that  institution  was  permitted  to  raise  .'*^200,000  by 
means  of  lotteries.  And,"  ol»serves  Ellis  II.  li(d)erts,  "  in  order 
to  gain  votes  in  the  Legislature,  smaller  sums  were  ap])ropriate(l 
to  C(dumbia  and  Hamilton  colleges,  to  an  African  chui'(  h,  to  tin- 
nist(M-ical  Society,  to  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in 
the  \Vestei'n  lUstrict,  and  to  the  ]\Iedical  College  in  New  "S'ork. 
It  was  the  first  of  a  series  of  '  log-ridling  '  operati(Uis,  by  u  lTudi 
money  was  \-oted  for  a  nund)er  of  years  to  colleges  and  to  acad- 
emit's," 

A  better  measure  was  that  of  A  special  message  was 

sent  in  by  Covernor  Lewis  to  the  Legislature,  suggesting  and 
urging  that  the  juddic  lauds  of  the  State  be  given  to  the  us<'S  of 
the  school  fiimk  Lhese  huids  amounted  at  this  time  to  a  million 
ami  a  half  acres.  Live  hundred  thousand  of  these  were  ordered 
to  l)e  S(dd  by  ati  act  of  Ajji  il  L*.  Isd."").  The  proceeds  were  to  con- 
stitute a  ftiiid.  the  interest  of  which,  as  soon  as  it  shoidd  amotint 
to  s."iO.OOO,  should  1)!'  (list  ri!)ut  eil  atnong  the  common  schools  of 
the  State.  In  couuection  with  this,  and  for  the  jtroper  einpl(»y- 
nu'ut  of  this  stim.  another  measure  of  im]tortance  was  adopted  in 
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ISll.  A  coiiiiuissioii  of  flv<'  was  api)<»int(Ml  hy  the  Lcgislaturo, 
headed  by  Jedodiali  Peek,  ef  Otsego  County,  to  rcpoi  t  on  a  plan 
of  oi'ganization.  In  accordance  with  their  ])lan  as  adojited, 
(iidcon  HawU'y  \\as  apjiointed  the  first  State  sui'erinteiKh'nt  of 
public  schools.  "  lie  perfected  a  system  for  the  nianageineiit  of 
tli(^  school  fund/'  says  Lossing,  ''and  for  its  equitable  distriltu- 
tiou  into  e\ery  school  district  in  tlie  Siati',  which  he  had  organ- 
ized in  e\'ery  neighborhood.  He  devised  a  ])lan  of  o]tei'ations  by 
\\hich  this  vast  uiachineiy  nnght  be  moved  and  manage<l  by  a 
single  indi^'idual.  For  these  important  services,  M  ith  others,  the 
State  paid  ^Ir.  Ilav/ley  S300  a  year! The  superintendent  of  the 
Crreater  New  York  schools  alone  to-day  gets  a  salary  of  s8,000. 

One  word  more  on  civil  suiijects  before  the  military  that  must 
l)er\ade  our  pag<'S  immediat(dy  folloA\-ing  these.  A  notable  oc- 
curreuce,  standing  alone  in  the  annals  of  our  State  Ijegislature 
since  tlie  days  of  the  royal  go\'ernors,  was  the  proroguing  of  that 
body  by  CJoveruor  Tomplcins  in  1>^12.  A  subject  (tf  violent  politi- 
cal agitation  had  come  up  in  the  sha])e  of  the  (  hariering  of  banks, 
r.anks  received  charters  in  the  early  days  of  our  statehood,  not 
froui  the  ]tressure  of  business  necessity,  but  as  the  result  of  party 
favors.  ^Vhen  the  Federalists  were  in  powei-  in  the  Legislature, 
the  L'epublicans  could  get  no  bank  charter  passed  foi'  any  persons 
of  their  political  creed.  Hence  the  astute  Aaron  r»urr  secured 
the  jiassage  of  a  bill  chartering  the  .Manhattan  Company  for  the 
puciiose  of  furnishing  water  to  the  city  of  New  York'  and  "  other 
business.''  'idie  other  business  "  ^^  as  its  real  business,  and  took 
f<>rm  in  tlie  establishment  of  a  bank,  which  is  still  a.  iiower  on 
^^'all  Street. 

In  1.S12  the  Ignited  States  Dank  was  closed  U]\  and  it  was 
strongly  advocated  to  erecr  the  F.ank  of  America  in  Noav  York. 
Covernor  ''l^unjikins  saw  great  <langer  in  such  a  ju-oject,  and  in  a 
>^I»ecial  message  to  the  L(\gislature  he  warned  against  the  in- 
creasing ])ower  of  corporations,  and  the  extending  of  bank 
'■rcdits;  nml  he  also  recited  cliarg(^s  of  corru])tion,  which  S(^emed 
'o  call  f(ir  investigation.    He  .soon  saw  that  the  advocates  of  the 
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baiik  seliciiic  had  secured  a  jiowerful  ludd  on  the  Le^islat  ui-e. 
De  "Witt  Clinton  liad  alliei]  himself  with  them,  and  in  retniai  he 
was  i»romis"d  the  aid  of  the  "  baidv  rin.u  in  c,Tatifyin,L:;  his  d"sii'e 
for  a  presidential  nonnnalion. 

Seeiii";'  these  ]t(ditieal  infhiemes.  and  t-ho  not  so  jtateiit  but 
ecjually  misrhieNons  and  certain  corrniil  indiu-ements  at  work  to- 
wai'd  the  end  he  di'eade<l,  (lovernor  'J'omjikins  had  resort  to  a 
measure  which  was  sanctioned  ]>y  the  Constitution,  but  of  which 
he  alone  evei-  made  use.  lb'  proroLi^^ued  the  Lei;islature  from 
March  27  to  ]\lay  21.  lie  ]ioi)ed  that  during  tlie  iider\al  tiie 
men  who  were  driven  headlong  toward  the  proj<'ct  miglit  see 
theii'  error,  and  that  coi'i  ui>t  ion,  too,  might  be  exposed.  Hut  the 
powers  at  work  against  his  message  wei-e  too  strong  and  too  w  ell 
managed.  De  Witt  Clinton  was  not  to  be  mo^•ed  from  his  base 
even  by  a  ])rorogation  su(di  as  smacked  of  colonial  des])otism. 
The  charter  was  gi'auted.  De  'WWt  Clinton  was  nominated  for 
the  pT-esidency,  but  mensni-ed  ]iis  sliengMi  in  \  ain  against  James 
Madiso)).  who  was  (decied  for  a  second  term  as  an  indorsement 
of  his  ^\•ar  i)olicy  undei'  the  first. 
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CHAPTER  XY. 


THE   BRUNT   OF   AXOTIIIOK  WAK. 

nE  first  war  with  Eiiulaiul  gavo  us  a  country:  tlie 
second  A\ar  ^avo  us  a  uaA-y.  And  for  a  country  sit- 
uated as  ours  was,  a  navy  was  of  vast  consequence. 
This  liad  already  been  j)roved  by  our  exi)erionces  \^  itli 
the  Barbary  States,  on  tlie  ^rediterrauean,  tlie  war  with  wlioni, 
in  the  first  decade  of  tlie  nineteentli  century,  gave  rise  to  our 
navy  practically.  ^lany  a  nanie  came  into  prominence  and  many 
a  deed  was  done  which  laid  the  foundation  for  hopes  of  greater 
achievements  later.  Our  flag  was  made  respected  where  it  was 
scarcely  knoAvn  before,  and  oui*  commerce  was  secured  in  r(\gions 
where  it  had  not  been  advisal)le  t(»  penetrate  Itefoi'e.  The  war 
>vhich  we  have  now  reached,  ])rove(l  another  advance  in  our 
naval  history.  Tt  raised  the  little  navy  we  possessed  to  a  pin- 
nacle of  fame,  and  created  traditions  which  are  such  a  for- 
midable aid  in  this  branch  of  service.  And  since  its  fame  was  got 
by  measuring  itself  with  the  greatest  sea  ]iower  in  the  world, 
there  was  a  cf>rresponding  wiih-ness  to  it,  which  was  of  practical 
benefit  to  our  growing  commerce  as  it  spread  into  every  portion 
of  the  globe. 

Through  many  juevious  years  causes  for  war  had  been  abun- 
d;intly  accumulating,  as  wo  saw,  by  the  hiuh-handed  acts  of  the 
I'>i-itish  on  the  ocean.  The  Congress  that  met  in  November.  ISll, 
called  together  a  nionrh  earliiu-  by  the  ])ressure  of  affairs,  already 
.ido]>ted  measures  as  if  war  ^Acre  on,  instead  of  imminent.  Tt  was 
resolved  that  an  army  of  2.~),000  regulars  be  enlisted,  and  50,000 
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v(»luiiteoi'S  bt'  railed  for  hy  the  rrcsidciit.  At  the  saiiic  tinu^  the 
States  .wore  asked  to  aim  and  tMinii»  tlicii-  ])i-()pnrt  ion  of  militia, 
so  t hat,' alt o,U(\t her.  1(MI,(1(MI  uicii  could  l)c  coiiiiti'd  on  for  tlif  ih'- 
fensi'  of  coast  and  from  i<-r  in  the  \'arions  sect  ions  of  the  con  nt  i-y. 
Import  duties  were  doui>lcil,  ami  a  loan  of  si  ]  .000,000  was 
authorized.  Thus  pi'cparod.  i  ho  Nation  awaited  the  ultinianim 
of  I']nj;land.  She  would  yield  notliiiiL!,'  to  our  comj)laints.  No 
measures  hilhe]-to  injuriously  and  offensively  jtursiUMl  Leyond  all 
possibility  of  emluram  e,  would  she  abamlon,  which  she  deeme(l 
exjiedient  to  em])loy  in  Ix-r  war  with  lhance.  fence  \\as  there- 
fore impossible,  in  the  opinion  of  President  Madison  and  his 
part}',  and  a  message  nr;L;ing  the  necessity  for  a  declaration  of 
war  was  sent- by  Idm  to  Congress.  The  bill  authorizing  him  to 
declai'e  it  passed  the  Senate  by  a  vote  of  10  to  I'-):  and  the  House 
of  Kepresf'ntatives.  by  a  vote  of  70  to  40.  On  June  IS,  1S12, 
exactly  three  yeai's  before  the  battle  of  ^\'aterloo.  the  bill  was 
si<;ned  by  tln^  l*resident.  The  pro(daniaf  ion  was  issne(]  on  June 
19,  and  the  news  rea<  hed  New  York  City  on  June  20.  1S12. 

It  was  to  be  expected  that  the  brunt  of  this  war  would  fall 
again  upon  the  State  of  New  York.  All  its  vast  western  and 
northern  boumlaries  lay  o])en  to  the  enemy.  When  that  enemy 
"SA'as  I'^rance,  as  in  c(donial  days,  the  soil  of  New  York  A\  as  made 
the  marchinL;-i;i"ouiiil  for  contending-  armies,  and  many  a  locality 
within  her  borders  became  a  l)att]efiehh  When  that  enemy  was 
England,  as  was  the  case  in  the  War  of  the  TIevolulion,  cam- 
paigns against  the  North,  and  campaigns  of  <-on(piest  against 
the  South,  could  thinlv  of  no  c(unbinat ions  lik(dv  to  prove  suc- 
cessful, except  sutdi  as  mapi»ed  out  hei-  territory  for  the  march 
of  events.  And  s(t  in  the  wai'  now  declared,  tluM'e  wei'e  the  pos- 
sessions of  the  Nation's  foe.  pri'ssing  (dose  iqton  New  ^'ork  all 
al(Mig  the  St.  Lawrence  on  the  m)rth.  and  the  Niagara  on  the 
west;  while  t  he  con  veil  ieti  t  depressiiui  of  La  ke  Cham  pi  a  i  11  would 
b(^  sure  to  invite  an  iinading  force.  Acc(u-ding  to  thes;-  ex])ecta- 
tions,  the  war's  history  shaped  ifs(df.  There  were  some  actions 
in  the  A  icinit  \  of  I  let  i-oit,  in  tln^  then  Territorv  of  .Micdiii-an. 
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Tliorc  was  tlio  assault  on  Wasltiiiut^n  ami  Ji.ilt  imoro.  Tlioro  was 
(1h>  final  att('m])t  on  the  far  Soul  liwcsi,  at  the  iiiniitli  of  tho  .Mis- 
>;issi[»pi.  Tli(n'(^  AX'tu-c  the  na\  al  duels  on  t  he  ocean.  I>nt  the  most 
s.-rious  and  continuous  fiiihtinu  w  as  done  on  the  Xia^ai-a  and  St. 
Law  rence  frontiers,  and  on  Lake  ( 'hamphiin..  New  Y<U'k  w  as 
deomed  to  bear  a;j,ain  the  bi-unt  of  an(»ther  war. 

At  the  openini;  of  tlie  war,  ( leneral  1  lenry  1  »earl»()rn.  of  ^lassa- 
(  husetts,  was  made  commaiider-in-chief  of  the  Northern  l)epart- 
nienl.  lie  bad  s<u"ve(l  in  the  K'evolntiomiry  \\'ar  as  a  youn^  man. 
atlainini;'  the  raidc  of  cohmel.  Aftei-  tlie  establishment  of  the 
(lovei'ument  be  had  served 
in  Congross,  and  had  held 
ofiices  of  trust.  The  only 
force  that  was  at  bis  com- 
mand in  the  North  was  the 
New  ^'ork  militia.  Tliis  was 
composed  of  two  divisions 
and  ei<;]it  brii^ades.  Stephen 
va?i  Keiissebuu',  the  repr(^- 
sentative  at  this  date  of  the 
ancient  i)atroon  family,  was 
aiii»(iinted  niajor-!j,en(M'al  of 
the  lirst  division,  and  Ben- 
jamin Mooers,  of  P  1  a  1 1  s  - 
burgh,  major-general  of  the 
secon<l  division.  The  brig- 
adier-generals, carefully  distributed  among  the  counties,  were 
fli'rard  Steddiman,  of  New  York;  Ibuibeu  Hopkins,  of  Orange; 
•Micajab  Pettis,  of  Washington ;  Kichard  Dedge,  of  Montgomery; 
•lacob  P>rown,  of  Jefferson ;  Daniel  .Aliller.  of  Cortlandt;  ^^'illiam 
\\"adsw'ortli,  of  (Ontario,  and  (leorge  McClui'e,  of  Steuben.  Pai't 
"f  these  troops  were  statione*!  at  IMat tsbuigh,  and  ]»art  on  the 
Niagara  frontier.  General  Dearborn  repaired  to  Platlsburgh  to 
take  command  there.  Tn  June,  Gcner'al  Jacob  P>rowu  was 
idiarucd  with  the  defense  of  the  fi'ontier  alomr  bake  Outai-io  and 
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tJio  St.  Lawn-iieo,  for  a  distance  of  two  liiin<lro(l  miles  from 
Oswego  eastward. 

Afjj^ressive  niovenieuts  on  land  were  be.unn  bv  Oeneral  Will- 
iam Hull,  fJovernor  of  3Iirlii,uan  Tei'ritory.  He  was  on  llio  way 
to  Detroit  with  a  small  forre,  when,  (in.Jnly  9,  l.'^12,  he  received 
instructions  to  invade  Canada.  lie  did  so,  but  by  a  series  of 
blunders,  which  wei-e  accentuated  in  their  bad  effects  by  a  ttdally 
inadequate  force,  his  invasion  soon  turned  into  a  retreat  or  r^ut, 
and  he  "was  glad  to  ensconce  hini'^elf  within  the  defenses  of 
Detroit.  On  August  1C>,  1812,  this  ])lace  was  invest(Ml  by  the 
enemy,  and  there  were  good  h(>{>es  of  a  successful  defense  when 
Oeneral  Hull  ran  up  the  'white  flag  and  incontinently  surren- 
dered. It  was  a  bad  beginning  of  the  war  for  the  young  nation, 
and  the  bitter  condemnation  of  H nil's  course  led  to  a  court- 
martial,  which  bumd  him  guilty  of  cowardice,  and  the  death 
penalty  Avas  averted  only  in  considera  I  ion  of  his  services  <luring 
the  Iievolution.  T]\v  disgrace  and  disaster  t(»  our  arms  at  the 
West  were  nioi'e  than  retrie\ed  by  Oeneral  ^^'illiam  Henry  Har- 
rison, in  1813,  who  reco\'ered  ])etroit.  passed  into  Canada,  and 
gained  a  great  victory  at  ilie  battle  of  the  Thames,  on  October  5. 
As  a  result  of  that  battle  Michigan  was  secured  and  upper  Canada 
was  coufjuered.  Thus  the  honor  of  American  arms  was  vin- 
dicated, and  the  reiuotei-  result  was  Oeneral  Hari-ison's  elevation 
to  the  presidency  in  1841,  and  possiltly  it  had  sonu'  bearing  on 
the  elevation  to  the  sanu'  dignity  of  Ins  grandson,  Benjamin 
Harrison,  in  1880. 

The  year's  events  on  the  sea  were  an  excellent  and  reassuring 
(tffset  to  those  on  land.  The  national  navy  consisted  of  eight 
frigates,  eight  sloops  and  brigs,  and  one  hundred  an<l  seventy 
gunboats.  The  1  Jei)ublicans,  who  were  now  eager  for  war,  had 
deemed  it  consistent  with  their  democratic  notions  to  cripple 
and  keep  down  this  arm  of  natioiml  defense,  with  the  result  of 
such  a  pitiable  showing  as  the  abc)ve,  when  the  Tnited  States 
stood  face  to  face  in  the  attitude  of  ^ar  with  the  mightiest  sea 
]>ower  of  that  or  any  other  age.    Yet  it  so  hapjiened  thai  this 
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liitiitcd  y  \\';is  (•oiiii)()S(m1  of  soiiu'  t-xfol lent  tiiiibci',  hearts  of 
,-;ik  in  llio  men  v>iio  liainllcd  tlic  ships,  ns  wcU  as  in  their  sturdy 
licains  and  bottoms.  l']nulaii(l  h-ai-ned  that  to  her  amazenieiit: 
and  aente  Imniilial  ion,  bel'oic  I  lie  war  was  many  nH>nths  <dd. 
No  jirey  was  tlioni^ht  easiei-  than  tliose  lnoel^,.(dd  frigates  and  sea 
caidains.  wlio  let  tlicir  saih)rs  Ix-  talcen  from  their  (h'rl<s  on  tlie 
bull-  (daini  that  (liey  were  IJrilisli  deserters.  In  -Inly,  ISlL*.  Caj)- 
lain  Ilnll,  in  the  frii;a(e  '•( 'ons' it  nt ion,"  was  crnisin^'  olT  onr  coast, 
when  he  fell  in  with  a  whole  s(|nadi'on  of  I'.ritish  ships.  Eseapo 
was  the  only  hei-oism  practicable  here,  and.  by  the  most  original 
ami  inucnions  de\ices  Ilnll  manau'e(l  to  ;u(d  his  ship  ont  of  the 
rea(h  of  the  <'nemy;  towinii  her  conii)letely  away  from  them 
dnrinjj;  a  dead  calm  ^^■hich  made  th<'m  helpless,  by  putting;'  all  his 
■hip's  company  in  rowboats  ahead  of  her.  If  the  British  thoni;ht 
that  keeping'  out  of  theii'  reat  h  was  point;-  to  be  the  American 
na\y"s  chief  acdnevoment  during-  the  war,  they  were  soon  pain- 
fully undeceived. 

On  Anj^ust  10,  1S12,  Captain  Hull  was  cruising;'  with  the  "  (\m- 
sriintiou  "  on  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  when  there  appeared  on 
the  scene  the  l^ritish  frigate  "  rjnerriere."  Now  that  the  match 
\\as  reasonably  eqmil,  there  was  no  runniuL;'  away  of  the  "  Con- 
stitution." Yet  the  ]>eople  on  the  "  Onerriere"  had  some  reason 
to  think  the  old  sland-and-d<diver  method  was  iioini;'  to  pi'evail. 
A  broadside  or  t^^"o  nuM  \v\t\i  no  reply  from  the  American,  al- 
tliouph  evidently  damaue  and  even  death  was  beinp,-  wroupht  by 
these  alx^ard  of  her.  P.ut  Hull  was  m^t  p(Mnp'  to  waste  any  am- 
aiunition,  and  the  .Vmerican  sailor's  cnsfom,  even  thus  eaidy,  was 
to  hit  things  with  his  pun.  ^Vhen  Hull  calculate*!  that  the  ripht 
distance  had  been  obtained  to  make  his  bi'oadside  t(dl  w\i\\  most 
'■ffecl,  the  command  to  lire  ranp  through  the  ship, and  pretty  soon 
there  were  no  masts  on  the  Ouerriere,"  an<l  the  surprised  and 
ciuupun'ed  crew  were  fain  to  pet  aboard  the  American  victor  to 
si'(' t heir  fine  fripate  po  to  the  bot  toiu. 

The  effect  upon  Enpland  -was  simply  stunninp.  Smdi  a  defeat 
^vas  unheard  of  in  their  naval  history.    And  it  ^^•as  W(dl  followed 
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up  by  the  yoiin^  Aiiii'i'icaii  navy,  hcapiuu  up  s|)!('iiili(l,  stimulat- 
iiii;'  traditions  \\>r  itself  in  lapid  sncccssioii.  W'c  can  only  nn-n 
tion  tliv  (Icfcal  of  tlio  !'.ritisli  s!oo]>  "  I'rolic  "  by  tlic  Ainciican 
sloop  Wasp,""  under  ('a])iain  Jacolt  .buios,  on  October  1:2,  lsl2; 
the  defeat  of  t  he  .M acedi m ia ii."  Ib-itisli  |■ri^ate,  by  tlie  American 
frii^'a  te  United  States,"  com  nianded  by  ( "a pt  ai n  I  >eca  t  ui',  one  of 
the  lier(»es  of  the  Tripolitan  w  ai-,  on  ( )ctobei'  '2~k  ISll!.  Auain  doos 
the  Const  it  ul  i(ui  "  come  in  for  additional  .ulory  in  this  reci  I  al  of 
victories.  <'ommande(]  now  by  ('onimodore  I5ai]d)ridi;(',  slie  was 
cruising'  olT  the  coast  of  Jlrazil,  on  December  20.  1S12,  w  hen  she 

met  ami  defeated,  after  an  action 
of  one  hour,  the  Ilritish  frigate 
".la\a.'"  Ami.  Lastly,  on  ^^d)rnary 
24:.  1SK>,  ('a])tain  -Tames  Lawi-em  e, 
one  of  New  ^'ork's  own  sons,  in 
command  of  the  "  lloiiu't,""  de- 
feated the  Ib  ilish  ship  "  I*eaco(dc." 
It  bad  MOW  been  abundantly  proA'e(l 
tliat  r»ritisli  men-of-\\ar  were  not 
invim  ible,  so  far  as  American  sail- 
ors were  concerned. 

Ilaviui;  brieliy  ulanced  at  what 
was  ,L;()in.i;  on  elsew  here,  it  becomes 
time  now  to  (dtser\e  what  the  war 
was  biini;inu  to  ])ass  on  the  fron- 
tiers of  New  Yoi-k.  T'pon  Lake  ( )ni  ai-io  t  here  was  a  sin^h'  A  n\er- 
ican  naval  vess<'l,  the  brii;  "  Oneida,"  in  command  of  Lieutenant 
Mebuicthon  \\'oolsev.  The  "  <  »neid;i  "  was  lyiiej,-  in  Sacdcet  t's  I  [ar- 
bor, when,  on  July  1!),  1S12,  a  s(piadi'on  of  use  small  P.ritish 
ships  entered  it.  b<'nt  on  her  desi  lan  t ion.  The  entire  aiananient 
of  the  enemy  numl»ere(l  about  (d^lity  lmius.  The  "Oneida"  mount 
ed  eighteen  mnns.  Li<'Uteuant  W'oolsey  made  an  attempt  at  first 
to  gain  the  open  lake,  bul  that  proved  impossible,  and  then  he 
hit  upon  quite  a  nov(d  method  of  na\al  warfai'e,  combiinng  ihe 
<',d vantages  of  floating  and  shore  batteries.    .^fooTing  his  ship 
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(josf  t.(o  slioi'c,  he  tfaiiicd  his  broadside  of  nine  i;iuis  oii  tlie 
fHtsirMy,  and,  (akiiii;  the  otherwise  useless  nine  uuns  of  tin-  other 
§jde.  lie  planted  them  on  tlie  Itaid;  near  by,  at  a  ]»oint  whei-e  an 
iron  3'J-i>oun<ler,  with  three  sinailer  1:11ns.  liad  already  been 
{Placed  in  a  sort  of  redoubt  on  a  IdiilT.  The  only  dilhcully  about 
ljt\e  •!--|"»'inder  was  that  there  wi're  no  l)alls  of  that  calibei- 
\'  lieicwith  to  load  her,  ami  a  rollertion  n['  smaller  missiles  had 
!..  be  sent  forth  from  her  muzzle,  i.ossini;-  fells  an  aniusin;:;'  story, 
v\lii(di,  at  the  same  time,  sets  before  us  the  w  hole  of  the  action 
in  \iviil  r(dors. 

"The  iL-msliijMd'  the  atta(  l-;in;:  sfiua-lroii  w  as  the  'Koyal  (U'oi-l;'!'." 
W  lien  the  \'esse]s  w  ere  near  enough  for  ad  ion.  the  battle  w  as 
lie^un  by  a  shot  from  the  bii:  iron  cannon  on  shore.  It  was  harm- 
iess,  and  drew  peals  of  lani;iiter  from  the  crew  of  the  tla-jshiji, 
felhiwcd  by  two  shots.  I'irinj.:-  was  k-^'pt  u[)  for  about  two  hours, 
the  sipiadi'on  standin^  olT  and  on.  out  of  raui^e  of  the  smaller 
LMiMs.  ^lost  of  the  ^'Ui'iny's  shots  had  fallen  against  the  rocks 
below  I  ho  battery.  At  length  a  o2-[»ound  ball  came  over  the 
liIulT,  stiandc  the  oarlh  and  plowed  a  deep  furrow.  It  was 
jiicked  ujt  by  a  sergeant.  The  ball  exactly  fitted  tlu^  old  cannon, 
while  those  wliicb  had  hi'vu  sent  did  not.  At  that  moment  the 
■  l>'(»yal  (Jeorge  '  was  Hearing  to  giN'e  a  l)roadsi(l(\  when  the  big 
uuii  sent  bacdv  the  t  ai»t  i\'e  ball  with  su(  h  force  and  pi'ecision  that 
ii  struck  her  stern,  rak<'d  her  c(uii])!et(dy.  simiI  s|ilinfi'rs  as  high 
as  her  mizzen-topsail,  and  killed  fourteen  men  and  wounded 
•  iLrhieen." 

r>y  this  tremendotis  execution  of  the  ridiculous  gun,  the  for- 
'uiie  of  the  action  was  decideik  The  tlagshijt  had  been  badly 
injured  befoi-e,  ami  two  (d"  her  mates  had  been  crippled.  Hence 
'  he  signal  to  retreat  was  let  tly.  and  t  he  d iscom li  1  ed  enemy  sailed 
•at  of  t  he  hai'bor,  listening  to  the  lively  strains  of  ''Yankee 
!'"odle,"  played  enthusiastically  on  shore.  This  victoiw,  wlii(di 
miudit  so  easily  ha\('  been  a  defeat,  stiri-ed  u])  the  authorities  to 
'rT'-t  a  more  eflicient  naval  force  on  Lake  (  )nfario.  Six  American 
trading  vessels  were  lying  at  Ogdensbnig.  in  St.  Law;rence 
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County,  on  the  St.  Lawrence  llhcv  below  tlie  Tliousand  Islands. 
Both  British  and  .Vuiericau  forces  ^\■ere  sent  from  the  Oulario 
to  this  [)laee,  with  ]M'rfectly  obvious  objects,  and  the  two  [)artics 
encountered  eacdi  other  about  (deven  miles  above  (^)L;(lensl)uru-, 
with  the  result  that  the  ISritish  had  to  wil]i(lia\v  t(»  the  Caiuidiau 
slu)re  of  the  river,  l.ater  these  six  trach'i'S  were  conveyed  to  the 
lake  and  converted  into  nuui-of-war. 

At  the  same  time  Captain  Isaac  Chauncey  was  appointe(l 
commodore  of  the  fleet  on  Lake  Ontario,  and  in  September,  ]SIL', 
he  repaired  to  Sackett's  llarboi'  with  (»ue  humli'ed  oilicers  and 
men  and  considerable  munitions  of  war  foi-  the  tittin,u'  out  of 
these  reaily-uuide  ships  and  su(  h  others  as  wei'e  constructe<l  on 
the  spot  by  the  famous  shii>build<'r  of  New  York  City,  Henry 
Eckford,  A\ho  was  sent  up  to  the  scene  (»f  war  with  a  forci'  of 
forty  shi])  carpeiiters.  On  November  8,  1812,  Chauncey  started 
out  on  the  ]al<e  for  a  cruise.  The  next  day  he  encountered  a 
fleet  of  Canadians,  who  A\-ei'e  chased  under  the  i;uns  of  Kin,L;slon. 
In  spite  of  this  [>roteclion,  an  attack  was  made  by  tlu'  Americans, 
in  which  the  "  Oneida  "  ami  the  "  Koyal  Ceorn'e  hi;ured  (diielly, 
resulting  in  fa\-or  of  the  fornun-.  Night  coming  on  c<un[>elled  the 
Americans  to  r(^tui-n  to  the  open  lake,  and  the  next  day  being- 
foggy,  they  returned  to  Saidcett's  Harbor. 

Active  operations  on  the  Niagara  frontier  were  not  begun 
until  Octolier,  1812.  <!enei-al  Slejihen  Yaw  Kcnssdaer  was  in 
command  of  the  ai'niy  here.  He  has  usually  been  designated 
as  the  last  of  the  patroons.  since,  after  his  death  in  18:]S,  the 
system  of  landholding  dcsignate<I  by  that  title  ]iassed  out  of  use. 
He  was  a  son-indaw  of  Ceiu'ral  IMiilip  Si  huyler.  and  therefore 
the  brothor-in-law  of  Alexamh-r  Hamilton.  He  served  both  in 
the  Assembly  and  in  the  Senate  of  the  State,  and  he  w  as  cai  ried 
into  tlie  p(^sition  of  lieuienaiit-gdvernor  of  the  Stale  on  that 
high  tide  of  I'\'(leralist  reaction  wlTudi  elected  dohn  Jay  goNcrnoT 
in  IT!).").  He  A\'as  re-fdected  with  his  diief  in  1708.  and  retired 
with  him  in  ISOl.  Aside  from  the  credit  belonging  to  him  as  a 
civil  otlicer,  and  for  his  military  ser\ices  during  this  war,  it  de- 
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serves  to  \)('  nicnt iniicd  tlutt  at  his  cxix'iisc  a  i;('()loi.'i(.'al  survey 
',\as  iiiado  of  the  State  in  ISl'l,  ami  that  he  foiiiuh'd  a  sru'utilic 
sclnM.l  at  Tvoy  in  1S21. 

(Jeiiei'al  A'aii  K'eiissehier  was  stationed  at  Lewistnii,  en  the 
Niagara  Kiver,  not  far  l»elow  tiie  famous  falls.  He  had  at  his 
disposal  six  thousand  militia,  distrihuteil  alon.u'  the  Xiauara  line 
frnui  Lewistou  to  lUilTalo.  October  ai-rived  before  any  olTensive 
(iperalions  were  initiated,  au»l  the  troops  became  impatient  for 
.u-tiou.  Van  Kensselaer  therefore  determined  to  send  across  a 
force  to  attack  the  works  which  the  British  liad  constructed  on 
the  heii;hts  of  (2^ieenstt»wn,  a 
place  almost  diicctly  o})i)osite 
Lew  iston.  Six  hundred  men  were 
detailed  for  this  duty,  and  ]daced 
under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Suhtmon  Yiui  llensselaer  and 
kieutenant-('(donel  ('hi-islie.  Un- 
fortunately, it  was  possible  to 
secure  only  enoti^h  boats  to  con- 
\ey  but  half  the  lit  t le  aimy  across 
t  he  rivei',  whitdi,  fi'csh  from  the 
tremendous  impetus  of  the  falls 
ami  \Vhii'lpo(d  l{a]i;ds,  tlows  with 
;,'reat  swiftness  between  its 
io(  l<y  }»anks,  risinp,'  to  a  heiL;ht  of  more  than  a  hundred  feet  on 
eil  her  side. 

At  three  o'clock  on  the  morninii'  of  October  13,  1S12.  the  hand- 
ful of  three  hundred  crossed  in  their  boats.  Christie  ami  some 
<'f  his  men  losini^'  their  way  in  the  intense  darkness.  Those 
ivho  succeeded  in  landinu'  on  the  enemy's  territory  Avere  warmly 
r<-ceived.  as  their  approach  had  been  ascertaine<l  and  was 
''Vatched.  A  fire  from  mtisketry  and  small  tHd<l-[)itH-es  was 
•peued  upon  them,  which  at  once  drew  a  response  fi-om  a  battery 
l'oste(i  oil  th(^  od<j;v  of  the  river  at  Tjewiston,  and  \\"as  silenced,  the 
•  neiiiy  retiring  to  (Jueenstown.    A  few  com[»anies  of  regulars, 
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iiiidcr  the  lead  of  Captain  (latci-  (Iciin-alj  W'ctol,  pui'sucd  the 
rctreatinj;'  ciifiiiy,  and,  after  a  slia.r|)  action,  niadt'  tlicni^d  \  (•,< 
masters  of  tiio  worlds  on  ( jiiccnstown  llci^lits.  As  llic  New 
York  militia  f(dlo\\i'd  the  rcuiilars,  ('oIoik-I  Vau  IJonssdacr  was 
sovcrt'lv  ^\dund(■d,  so  tliat  he  lia<l  to  .he  removed  across  tlie 
river,  bn*  ('aittniii  ^^'ool,  rlioiiL!li  liimself  l)adly  wounded,  niain- 
taine<l  the  li^lit  until  tlie  belate*!  Colonel  Christie  reached  the 
spot. 

Cieneral  Hrork.  the  eommander-in-ehiel'  of  the  Cana<lian  t  loops, 
came  n|>  during'  the  action  on  the  Heights.  He  and  his  staff  dis- 
mounted too  soon,  for,  scarc(dy  had  they  touched  ground,  when 
Wool  UmI  a  pai-ly  of  Ids  men  to  an  atta(d<  upon  them  with 
sucli  raj)idity  that  they  couhl  not  even  remount,  but  lied  down 
tlie  hill  leading  their  hoi-ses.  l!ro(dv.  however,  soon  rallied  his 
men,  a7id  led  them  in  a  chai'.i;e  uj)  the  hill  auainst  Wool,  w  ho  v,  as 
still  in  (ddef  command.  I'or  awhile  the  Americans  wer'e  hai-d 
pressed  to  the  \'ery  ed^c  of  the  precipitous  shore  of  the  riAcr, 
and  one  of  the  captains  of  the  re!j;ulars  was  puttini^'  a  white 
handkeridnef  on  the  point  of  a  bayoiud,  ^^■heu  \N'ool  tore  it  down 
and  once  more  succeech d  in  hui-lin^  the  handftil  of  his  followers 
against  the  enemy.  In  the  attempt  to  rally  his  l)r(»ken  aiid  re- 
treating ranks.  ( nuieral  Urock  f(dl  mortally  wounded. 

The  English  tlien  tied  tu  a  ])oint  a  mile  below  Queenstown. 
General  Sheaffe,  succeeding  l*>ro(d<.  on  the  ti(dd,  cluHdcesl  the 
reti'eat  here,  and  made  ready  for  a  continuance  of  the  battle, 
wlien  another  personauc  famous  in  the  nulitary  annals  of  the 
Uniteil  States  ap]»eared  n]io!i  the  sceiu'  in  the  person  of  Lieu 
tenant-Colonel  W'intield  Scott.  lie  had  crossed  the  river  and 
joine<l  tlu'  troops  as  a  volunteer,  but  was  assigned  to  acti\'e  com- 
mand after  the  disability  of  \'an  Kensselaer  and  ^^'o(.l.  .Vn  im- 
]»ortant  divei-sion  was  etTectcMl  by  Scott  in  the  defeat  of  a  band 
of  In<lian  auxiliaries  of  the  I'.rilish  under  John  Hi-ant,  a  son  of 
the  llrant  notorious  during  the  Indian  outi-ages  of  the  Ke\(>lu- 
tionary  War. 

Tt  was  now  after  noon,  and  Ceneral  Sheaffe  was  nlovin^  his 


Till-:  KMriui:  statu  is  ckxtlkiks. 


33 


men  forward  to  att;u-lc  (lie  Iiaiidfnl  of  Aiiicricaiis  wlio  lia<l  been 
viflorious  ill  three  ilisriiirt  battles  siiire  before  dawn.  (Jeueral 
K'eiissebier,  who  had  crossed  over  to  the  Caiiadiaii  side, 
ihcrefore  recrossed  to  l.ewistoii,  iiilciidinL;  to  send  over  a  re- 
ciiforceiiieiit  of  militia.  It  imist  be  I'ecordiMl  with  soi-ro\v  that 
these  men  refused  to  be  led  to  the  ri'seue  of  tlieii*  comrades,  cit- 
izens of  their  own  State,  'i'he  i)]ea  they  made,  ci-iminal  undei- 
■^iicli  cii'cunistances,  howt'ver  legally  coi  i-ect,  was  that  as  militia 
'if  a  State,  lliey  were  not  obliged  to  obey  onh'rs  that  would  lead 
fhem  out  of  the  country.  Thus,  to  the  general's  infinite  chagrin 
and  disgust,  he  had  to  lo(»k  on  v>  Idle  the  few  troops  on  the  Can- 
adian side  were  compelled  to  yicdd  themscdves  prisoners,  after 
as  gallant  a  series  of  actions  as  the  war  could  show.  C(^lonel 
Scdtt  was  amoni;  the  [>risoners  taken.  (Jeneral  \'an  Ileusselaer 
resii^iied  liis  command,  indignantly  refusing  to  continue  his 
service  with  such  a  militia. 

Toward  the  close  of  this  eventful  year  of  1S12,  with  its  con- 
irasls  of  triumphs  on  the  sea  and  defeats  (Ui  land,  the  (dection  of 
a  I'l'esident  was  due.  It  \\'as  now  that  De  Witt  Clinton  hoped 
lo  ;j,('t  his  ambition  satisfied.  His  uncle,  (ieor^e  Clinton,  had 
died  in  otlice  as  Mce-l'residi'nt  on  April  20,  lJ^12,  and  it  seemed 
;is  if  the  prestige  of  the  fanuly  intluence  and  his  own  ability  and 
power  might  carry  him  into  the  ("hief  Magistracy,  over  the  un- 
warlike  Madison,  whose  strength  and  glory  lay  in  rite  past,  and 
whose  ]>restige  was  rather  that  of  the  statesntan.  Men  of  in- 
sight ])erceived  that  ^Madison's  was  still  a  name  to  conjure  with, 
I'ecattse  of  that  past.  lie  was  revered  still  as  one  of  "  the  giants 
of  those  days,"  and  they  advised  Clinton  to  restrain  his  ambition 
'ill  a  tnoiH'  opportune  moment.  Ibit  he  seenuMl  bHndcM.l  by  the 
daz/ding  hope  of  success.    I'h'eii  And)rose  Spencer  declared  that 

Mo  event  would  exalt  Mr.  Clinton  higher  than  a  sui'render  of 
jiretensions  to  the  Presidential  chair.''  Some  of  his  friends 
suggested  that  an  arrangement  be  eonsented  to  whereby  Mail- 
i^oii  be  conceded  an  undisputed  second  term  by  his  own  party, 
aurl  Clinton  be  nominated  in  ISIG. 
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It  was  of  no  iiso,  howovor,  to  slop  his  vaulting  ambition.  Clin- 
ton was  iKiiiiinatcd.  tlic  Federalists  combining;  to  elect  (Miritoii- 
ian  eleetors  in  the  State,  and  I'edei-alists  in  other  States  aiding- 
the  nianenver  to  npset  tlie  IJepnbliean  incnnibent  of  the  Tresi- 
dency.  The  \(i(:e  in  the  electoral  college  stood,  all  t!'?  States 
south  ami  west  (»f  the  Potomac,  w  itli  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  ^'er- 
mont,  and  .Maryland  with  six  votes,  for  ^fadison — total,  128. 
Five  electors  from  ,AIaryIai)d,  and  all  from  New  York',  New  Jer- 
sey, Dehnvare,  and  the  New  l']n,i;land  vStates  (e.Keeptini;'  A'ermont) 
for  Clinton — total,  89.  Kol>erts  rennu'ks :  ''The  Presidency  was 
lost  to  New  York  not  only  for  1812,  bnt  until  the  reconstruction 

of  parties.  .  .  .  The  haste  to  reacdi 
the  supreme  jj,oal,  the  failure  to 
reeo<;nize  the  difficulty  of  conc(Mi- 
trating  the  o]>position  to  Madison 
upon  himself  are  now  (tbvious  in 
the  caTivass  of  Clinton.  P>ut  his 
su]iporteis  were  not  unreasonable 
in  ho[)inij,'  to  secure  A'ermont  and 
X(n'th  Cai'olina,  with  sonu^  siiiLile 
elector  elsewhere,  in  addition  to 
tlie  electoral  \-otes  actually  cast 
for  him.  If  they  had  done  so,  who 
shall  say  what  effects  would  have 
been  wrou.ulit  in  the  affairs  of  the 
commonwealth,  as  well  as  that  of 
the  nation?  " 

^ladiscni  was  thus  elected  for  a 
v^ocond  torni,  with  Flbridpe  Cerry,  of  Massachusetts,  as  y'lvv- 
President.  Congress  becaiiie  the  scene  of  violeTit  discussions  be- 
tween advocates  and  opitoiients  of  the  war,  as  1812  ^vas  (dosing 
and  1813  opehing.  P>ut  the  former  jtrevaileil:  ]U'ovision  was 
made  to  increase  the  land  forces,  and  the  successes  <»f  the  navy 
led  Con'j,r(^ss  to  oi-(ler  the  coustrm-tion  of  four  shijis,  and  six 
sloops  of  war.    The  second  moidh  of  the  new  year  (f^'bruary  24, 
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isi:>),  was  .signalized  by  ("niitain  T.awreiu-c's  \icr<irv  dver  ilic 
•'  I'cacdi'lc  in  tlio  "  Hornet."  Hut  this  son  of  \cw  ^'()l•k.  w  hos*' 
fjiiiit'  is  so  nlulyin^-.  ]iv<'il  a  few  months  to  <'njny  it  liiiuscir.  ( )ii 
.hino  1,  ISl,"),  advancci]  now  to  I  he  coniuia iid  of  i  he  I'l-i^att'  "  ( "hcs- 
apcakc,"  he  saiU'd  out  of  llostoii  I  lai  lioi- to  arcciii  a  rhaUon^o  to 
(  oiuha  t  from  1  lie  com  iiiamh'r  ( d' t  h( '  1  '.ri  t  isli  f  ri^a  t  c  "  SiianiKm."  II 
was  an  ill-ad\  ised  moNciiiont .  'Idio  "  ( 'licsaitcako  "  had  not  had 
^nllirioid  limo  to  tir  for  a  rrniso,  and  lici-  crew  was  badly  assoL't(Ml 
and  not  yot  in  good  li-aining.  Tlio  rosidt  v.as  disastrous  to  the 
.Vniorican  shi]).  C'a]irain  Lawioncr  was  nioi'tally  woundiMl  cai'ly 
in  the  action.  It  was  then  that  I'scapiMl  from  him  those  words 
v.'hicli  ha\'o  Ix-on  the  watchword  of  the  American  na^■y  evei-  since: 
•'Don't  give  u])  tlie  shi]i.""  llowcN'er  often  they  may  have  pi-e- 
\'enle<l  a  surrender  on  other  occasions,  after  their  tirst  utterance 
the  attemi>t  to  heed  them  was  in  vain.  The  Chesapeake  "  fell 
into  the  hands  of  tlu^  enemy. 

Saidvctfs  Harbor,  in  New  York,  becatne  the  ]»ase  of  operations 
against  Canada,  early  in  isb"',.  (Jeneral  Zebuhni  M.  I'ike  was  in 
coninniinl  here.  He  had  gained  distinction  as  an  explorer  of  the 
great  "NA'est,  and  the  lofty  Pike's  Peak  in  Coloi-ado  commentorates 
his  br;i\-e  exphdts  in  those  regions.  lie  unconsciously  prejuired 
for  hims(df  a  death  n])on  a  liehl  of  glory  in  tin*  exj>editioii  he 
planned  in  the  spring  of  1S13.  His  troops  at  Sackert's  Ilarboi- 
di<l  not  number  more  than  two  thoiisainl.  but  during  the  ^^"intt■r 
he  had  nuide  good  matei  ial  (d' tliem  by  careful  drilling.  On  April 
'2."),  isi:;.  he  took  l.TtiO  of  them,  leaving  the  rem.ainder  t(.  <l(d'cnd 
the  ])ost,  ami  endiarked  tluMu  on  ('omniodore  ('hauncey's  tleet. 

J>ailine-  diagonally  acros><  Lalce  ()ntai'io  throughout  its  entire 
length,  the  expedition  was  lamb'd  on  April  27.  ninb'r  the  guns 
of  "S'orls  (sinc(»  Toront o),  the  capital  of  u]»]>er  Cannda.  The  land- 
itig  was  op]iosed  by  (lenernl  ShealTe.  with  a  body  of  regidar 
ii'oopsand  Imlians.  Those  werc'  diiven  baidv  by  Pike's  men,  and 
forced  to  tak<'  refuut"  in  two  redo(d>ts.  P.ut  ilu'  mlvance  of  the 
Americans  swe])t  e\'<'rythinii'  b(d"ore  them,  and  lualliant  assaidts 
"n  tiicso  intreiudied  ])ositions  made  the  redoubts  tlu-ir  own  in 
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<lu)vt  ordvv.  Still  rctreatini;',  the  cikmiiv  todk  up  an  advaiita- 
ficous  i»»siti(>n  about  the  guveruor's  niausion  and  the  barracks. 
A  battery  here  poured  forth  a  ilestriietive  tire  of  round  and  ijrapc 
shot.  Conunodore  Chauncey  was  not  i<ile  in  the  meantime,  and 
tlie  artillery  on  land  and  ^^•ater  eonibinvd  soon  to  silence  the 
Uritish  battery. 

General  Tike  expected  some  token  of  submission,  and,  none 
appearing-,  he  deti'rmined  to  oilier  an  assault,  but  thought 
pi'u<lent  to  send  foi-wai'd  an  otiicer  to  i-econnoiler  an<l  investigate 
the  mysterious  circtimstance.  It  was  well  he  took  this  [irecau- 
tion:  a  few  luomenls  later,  when,  if  a  fj;eneral  a<lvaiu-e  had  been 
made,  nearly  all  the  troojts  would  have  been  on  the  ground,  a 
terrific  explosion  occuriT'd,  th>'  result  of  a  shtw-match  connected 
by  the  liritish  with  their  magazine.  As  it  was,  two  htindred 
Americans  were  killed  or  wounded.  Pike  hinistdf  was  so  badly 
hurt  that  he  died  on  Chauncey "s  llai;shi[>  shortly  after,  but  not 
until  the  captured  IJritish  ensign  was  brought  to  him  as  a  sign 
of  victory. 

After  the  success  at  ^'ork,  an  array  of  six  thousand  ni<'n  was 
concentrated  at  Sackelt's  Harbor,  and  General  Dearbor  n  himself 
took  the  command.  In  May,  Isi.'),  this  post  was  made  the  start  ing 
point  for  another  notable  expedition.  The  ]>ui-pose  of  it  was 
the  cai»ture  of  I-'ort  George,  on  the  Canadian  bank  of  the^  Niagara 
near  its  entrance  into  Lake  Ontario.  On  the  American  side,  a 
little  nearer  the  lake,  stood  Vovi  Niagara,  (ieiu'ral  Dearborn, 
;iccompanicd  by  Creneral  ^Morgan  Lewis,  ex-governor  of  New 
York,  embarkeil  again  on  Commodoi'e  Chaiincey's  tleet.  who 
landed  th<'  army  at  a  point  live  miles  east  (jf  I'ort  Niagara.  Here 
they  established  a  camp. 

Fort  tlcoi'ge  and  the  works  in  the  Aiciiut\-  were  manned  by 
about  eighteen  hundred  troops  under  (Jeneral  N'incent.  ()n  .May 
27,  ISKL  a  (h'tatdiiiient  of  tli<'  Americans  was  ])lace(l  under  the 
command  of  T'olouid  W'intield  Scott,  which,  srcdudi-d  by  some 
of  Chaunc<'v's  liect  nnd<'r  Captain  OIi\'ei*  I  [.  Perry,  was  conveyed 
to  the  west  ba.uk  of  the  Niagara,  near  I'ort  (ieorge.  and  lande(l 
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in  the  face  of  a  discliar.uc  of  muskdry  aii<l  advanciiin  lines  of 
infuiiti'V.  The  Bi'itisli  \\cr(-  lejiiilscd,  \\  hereupon  disconi-a^e- 
in<Mit  seized  u])on  A'incent  all  too  soon,  for  lie  spiked  the  _i;uns  of 
I'url  (ieori;(',  and,  with  all  his  forces,  retreated  to  tiie  westein 
exireniity  of  Lake  Ontai  io.  As  a  result,  I'ort  < 'hi]i[)e\\  a,  at  th(^ 
l';ills,  and  l'^»rt  Erie,  o[»posile  IJulTalo,  were  also  abandoned,  and 
the  wlude  Niagara  frontier  was  rlenr  of  tlie  enemy.  An  attempt 
i«)  dislodue  (Jeneral  \'inrent  from  his  jxisition  on  I'urlinuton 
Heights,  to  whicdi  he  had  i-etreated,  was  not  sueeessful,  and  the 
Americans  fell  bacdc  on  Fort  (leoriie. 

The  de]>artni'e  of  so  lart;e  a  |)ortion  of  the  army  sia1ione<l  at 
Sa(du'tt's  Harbor,  invited  an  attack  on  tlie  part  of  tlMM'uemy.  On 
May  27,  1818,  the  very  day  of 
(he  atta(dv  on  Fort  Cleorge.  a 
fleet  of  six  armed  vessels  and 
forty  batteaus  sailed  from  Ki]!!.;- 
sion,  oarryini;-  Sir  Oeorue  Pre- 
vost,  the  !j;()vernor-^eneral  of 
Canada,  with  a  force  of  one 
thousand  laml  troops.  About 
noon,  on  ^Fay  28,  the  expedition 
!i;id  arri\-e(l  off  Saidcett's  Har- 
bor. There  Mere  at  this  post 
oidy  a  few  regulars,  under  the 
c(.mniand  of  Colonel  Backus. 
l*»ut  the  home  of  Rrii^adier- 
<ien(M'al  Jacob  Rrown  was  not 
'■n-  off,  and  he  at  once  took 
enei-ctic  steps  to  collect  tlie 
iiiilitia.  (Jeneral  lirown  was  one  of  the  men  whom  this  war 
•'I'ou^ht  into  prominence,  ami  is  a  curious  instance  of  h(»w,  once 
'!!  a  while,  a  civilian  will  develop  into  an  ex])ert  in  military 
■^'■icnce  without  sjx-cial  training.  He  was  of  ()u:iker  pai-entai;e, 
i">rn  ill  I'ennsylvania  in  177.").  I b^  jiro^i-essed  from  scIk-oI  teatdier 

land  surveyor,  and  ihvn  became  a  lawyer. 


38 


THE    EMPIKi;    STATE    IN    THREE  CENTURIES. 


AN'licii  .Vk'xaixlci-  1 1  ;i  mi  1 1  on  \v;is  iii.hIc  ;i  iii;iji)i--^ciiornl,  sccdiifl 
in  (•(iiiniKiiul  t(i  ^\';lslliIl^l(!Il.  in  17I)S,  llrnwii  hccanic  liis  scnu^- 
tary,  and  ]K'rlia[)S  coniart  with  tliis  universal  i;cnins  sliaT-pciKMl 
Ills  own  wits,  and  arte*!  n])on  Idni  like  a  course  at  AVest  Point. 
He  purcIiasiMl  lands  on  the  ]tlar]ciri\ cr,  andM'ounded  r.rownsvil le, 
not  far  Troin  Sacla-tt's  ilaiKor.  in  JelTerson  Connty.  Here  lie 
IxH-anie  a  connty  jnduc  and  in  18J2  ^\■e  saw  hiiu  made  a  Itri^;- 
adier-<j,('nei'al  of  militia  for  his  county.  I'or  his  services  duriuL!,' 
I:ho  war  ho  received  tlie  tluudcs  of  Con^i'ess  and  a  i^old  medal; 
nor  did  the  termination  of  the  war  en<l  his  military  career.  !!<' 
Avas  ad\'aiiced  to  rank  in  the  rei;tilar  army,  and  was  made  geu- 
eral-in-chief  in  ISlM.    In  1S2S  ht'  die(]  at  Washinuton. 

The  nnlitia  summoned  hy  (Jeneral  nrown's  enei-,uelic  measures 
worep(!sted  iu  an  ad vantai;eous  jiosition  hehiiid  a  rid^e  of  gravel, 
and  there  a\\'aited  the  attack  of  tlu'  liritish.  ()n  the  morniiiu'  of 
^^ay  ~U,  1S1;>,  Sir  (ieori;e  I'revost  landed  his  troo[)S  on  Horse 
Island,  whence  they  directed  their  maridi  against  tlie  gravel-pit. 
Their  first  tire  em])tied  the  i»it  of  its  citizen  soldiers,  who  lan 
away  as  fast  and  as  far  as  they  could,  to  CJeneral  Dro^\■n's  im- 
mense disuust.  Semlinii'  a  (hnachment  (d"  regulars  to  intercept 
and  drive  hack  the  militia.  IJrown,  ■\^■ith  the  remainder  of  the 
rei^ulars  and  a  com])any  of  Albany  Aolunteers,  checketl  the 
advance  of  the  liritish.  And  now  a  curious  thing'  ha])peiied.  'idie 
shamefaced  militia  had  heen  (die(dced,  and  A\"ere  marching  l^udc 
])re[)ared  to  retrie\-e  theii-  honor,  w  hen  Sir  (ieorge  Prevost,  who 
had  before  prov<'d  himself  ho  king  in  heroism,  oi'(hM'edi  a  retreat 
with  such  A'<diemence,  that  his  men  were  strmk  with  a  ])anit-, 
left  dead  and  dying  behind  them,  and  lied  Ind ter-skelter  to  their 
vessels,  'i'heir  general  had  mistalcen  the  returiting  ])olrT'oons  foi- 
a  r<'-enf<»rcement  of  heroes,  resistance  to  w  honi  was  us(dess.  Thus 
Sackett's  Harbor  was  safe,  but  yet  considerable  loss  had  been 
caused  to  the  ammunition  and  stores  whi(di  had  been  accumu- 
lated there. 

As  has  been  notired.  ("ommodore  T'liauiu-ey  had  free  sweep  of 
Lake  Onfjirio,  taking  e\i»editions  to  one  point  or  another  as  he 
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plciised.  It  was  desirable  lliat  the  same  supremacy  of  the 
American  navy  slienld  be  enjoyed  on  Lalce  Va'w,  ami  it  was 
secured  by  the  famous  victory  of  ^>epteml)er  10.  1810,  won  l»y 
Commodore  Oliver  11.  I'erry  in  a  finely  executed  s(i[na<lron  [i;j,ht, 
wherewith  the  annals  of  the  American  mivy  still  rin^.  ilis  llau 
during  the  engaj^ement  bore  Lawrence's  imrn'oi-tal  words.  "  Don't 
give  np  the  shij)."  And  he  himself  conliibuted  a  ne\ cr-forgot ten 
phrase,  A\-()rtIiy  to  take  a  idace  among  the  laconic  announcements 
of  great  victories:  "  ^^'e  have  met  the  enemy  and  they  are  oui's — 
two  ships,  two  brigs,  one  scho(»ner,  and  a  sloop." 

The  year  closed  with  a  campaign  against  ^Montreal,  which  in- 
volved the  march  of  two  expeditions  against  it,  one  from  Sa(dc- 
ett's  Ilarboi*  down  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  anothei'  from  Platts- 
btirgh  along  the  (dd  route  of  Lake  ( 'hamplain  and  the  Chateauga}' 
Kiver.  General  Dearborn's  age  had  induced  him  to  resign  the 
chief  command,  and  to  this  was  appointed  General  James  Wil- 
kinson, of  Eevolntionary  fame,  who  had  also  been  instrumental 
in  killing  Burr's  wihl  scheme  of  Southwestern  emidre.  Placing 
eight  hundred  nuMi  under  Colonel  \\'inlield  Scott,  at  Fort  <leorge, 
to  keep  an  eye  on  the  movements  of  the  enemy  on  the  Niagara 
frontier,  Wilkins(ni  placed  his  troops  upon  a  tlotilla  of  open 
boats,  and  about  the  middle  of  October  starte<l  on  his  way  to 
Montreal. 

It  proved  an  unlucky  movement  from  the  beginning.  Before 
the  St.  Lawrence  ^vas  reached,  a  violent  gale  dis]>(M\sed  the  ill- 
protected  boats,  and  Avhile  not  many  lives  were  lost,  much  ]n-op- 
erty  went  overb<mrd.  The  forces  were  brought  togetluM-  auain, 
while  a  detachment  under  General  Brown  went  on  by  itself  to 
French  Creek,  now  Clayton,  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  where  it  gained 
a  victory  over  a  British  force  end)arked  on  gunbi»ats  aTid 
schooners,  on  November  1.  Five  days  later  the  reunite<l  army 
moved  doAvn  the  river  from  Clayton  in  thr<M'  hundred  boats.  The 
British  organized  a  lively  and  persistent  pursuit,  and  a  battle 
was  fonuht  by  moonlight  o]i])osite  the  ])resent  Alexandria  l?ay. 
The  delightful  scenery  of  the  Thousand  Islands  nnght  have  been 
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enjoyable  nndei-  i)leasantei'  circuiiistances.  Besides  the  haras- 
sing" and  e\  ('i'-[)n'S('iit  foe,  the  disioniforts  of  a  Canadian  wiiihT 
began  to  bo  f(dt.  Noar  Ogdensbiirg,  Wilkinson  disonibarkod  ainl 
niarchod  his  troops  past  that  ])lace,  ^^"hil(>  (ieneral  r>ro\vn  was 
left  to  talv'p  the  tlotilla  past  the  i'anadian  batteries,  which  he 
aeconiplislicd  wiih  his  nsual  success.  Landing  on  the  Canadian 
shore  when  \\'ill;inson  had  again  onibarked,  Tleneral  P.rown 
fouglit  (he  battle  of  Cliryslor's  Fii-ld  on  November  11,  ISI^.,  with 
I'ritish  troops  stationed  to  int<'rt-(-[)t  the  expedition  at  the  foot 
of  the  rai)ids.  The  Americans  met  with  a  serious  defeat  and  a 
hea>'y  loss. 


as  fai-  as  Cliatcaugay  village,  on  the  river  of  the  same  name,  and 
thei'c  he  wont  into  cniiii),  awaiting  orders.  \\  ith  the  defeat  of 
C!iryslei''s  Field  fresh  upon  him,  \\'ilkinsou  leaiaied  that  llaiiue 
ten  had  decidecl  he  could  not  effect  a  juuction  with  him,  and 
had  accordingly  fallen  baric  to  f,ake  Chainphiin.  This  made  any 
further  a(tem])t  on  Alonireal  futile,  and  Wilkinson's  army  went 
into  wint<'r  (piarters  at  Cren«-h  .Mills,  on  the  Salmon  TJiver.  0\\ 
Marcdi  14,  the  commander-in-t  hief  renewed  aggressive  opera- 
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This  put  an  end  to  the  ad- 
vance, for  discouraging  news 
came  from  the  other  e.vjxMlirion. 
The  latter  had  been  placed 
under  the  high-si)irited  Ceiieral 
Wade  ITampton.  of  South  Car- 
olina, one  of  Marion's  partisan 
warriors.  lie  started  on  the 
march  to  Montreal  from  Plarts- 
bnrgh  about  the  mi(hlle  of  Sep- 
tembei',  a  month  earlier  than 
^Vilkinson,  with  a  much  shorter 
distam  e  before  him.  He  had  a 
force  of  four  thousand  infantry, 
besides  cavalry  and  artillery. 
On  September  24  he  had  couie 
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(ions,  but  ho  was  ropiilscd  at  the  first  ouconiitcr  with  the  enciiiy. 
A  (.•ourt-inartial  ac(jiiit  ted  him  (if  cowardice  or  incompetence,  but 
nevertheless  the  chief  command  passed  from  him  to  Oeneral 
l/.ard. 

AFeantime  thing's  had  p.(»ne  l)adl_v  on  the  Nia^ai'a  Kivei-.  Scott 
had  been  or(h'red  to  follow  \\'ilkinson  in  case  (icneral  \'inccnt 
siiould  withdraw  his  forces  from  the  iiei;ihboi'hood.  Harrison's 
victory  of  the  Thames,  on  October  .">.  iriduced  Miu'cnt  to  [)nrsue 
that  very  course,  and  Scott  gladly  hied  away  to  join  an  exix'di- 
tion  which  promised  more  active  operations.  Forty  men  were 
left  to  garrison  Fort  George,  and  this  m  as  deemed  so  insutlicicnt 
a  force  that  the  commanding  oHieers  decided  to  abandon  iho  fort 
and  join  the  troops  at  Fort  Niagara.  I'ut  in  retiring,  the  rather 
unusual  act  of  burning  the  neighboring  village  of  Newark  was 
pi'rpetrated  by  the  American  officer.  It  Avas  December  10,  and 
one  hundred  and  fifty  families  were  made  hi>meless  and  honsidess 
in  the  bitter  w  eatlier.  A  campaign  of  tierce  retaliation  followed. 
-Vlthough  many  a  similar  outrage  c«juld  be  i)laced  to  the  account 
of  the  British  over  against  this  exceptional  misdeed  on  the  Amer- 
ican side,  the  enemy  did  not  rest  till  four  desolated  villages  had 
[taid  the  penalty  for  the  destruction  of  Newark.  Fort  Niagara 
was  captured  and  part  (>f  the  garrison  massacred,  and  then,  suc- 
(•(•ssively,  Youugstown,  L<'wiston,  P>lack  IJock,  and  ]^>uffalo.  were 
laid  in  ashes.  r>uffalo  was  Ihen  a  village  of  some  eighteen  hun- 
dred inhabitants,  with  about  three  or  four  hun<lred  houses.  Only 
four  were  left  standing. 

These  outbursts  of  viidence  and  devastation  naturally  brought 
■he  campaign,  in  full  force  \)i\ck  to  the  Niagara  frontier,  when 
niilitarv  operations  resumed  in  1S14.    Gen<'ral  lirown  was 

placed  in  command  of  the  forces  employed  in  Ihe  service  here. 
In  t'ebruary  he  left  ^\'ilkinson's  camp  oti  the  St.  Lawrence  with 
f\\o  thousand  men,  to  take  uj)  his  (luarters  at  Sackett's  Harbor 
"iitil  h(^  should  have  incrc'ased  his  army  for  effective  work  on 
llie  Niagara.  Neai*  the  clost^  of  June  he  had  a  force  i^f  ^..^OO 
Jiien  under  his  command,  ami,  leaving  Sa(d;ett's  Harbor,  he 
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reached  the  site  (if  the  burned  vilhi,u<'  ef  r.ulTah),  on  Jnly  1, 
1S14. 

His  army  consisted  of  two  brigades  of  infantry,  one  nn<l.er  the 
command  of  ^^'inlield  Scott,  now  ])i"()nioted  to  the  ranlc  of  bii^ 
adiei'-_i:enei"i] ;  the  otiicr  un(h'r  ( ienei'aU  Kijdey.  A  coinpany  of 
artillery  and  a  s(|Ha<li'on  of  lioi-sc,  \\'ere  also  eonnted  ainoiii;'  his 
ti'o(»iiS.  A  briL:ade  of  Xew  "\'ork  volniitrcrs  and  one  from  IN'Uii- 
?ylv;inia  were  also  ailded  to  Iiis  ai-my  licre:  and,  b('si(h's,  there 
was  a  band  of  six  huudre<l  Indians  under  Ued  Ja(d<et.  This 
personage  deserves  more  than  a  ]>assing  notice.  Ho  \\  as  a  S<'iic<-a 
chief,  b(trn  near  IJuffalo  in  17.~1.  Tie  Avas  onco  admitted  to  an 
interview  A^ith  \'\'as!iingt<ai,  who  gaA'e  him  a  silver  medal.  lie 
kept  his  x>t'ople  from  joining  Tecums(di  in  his  hostilities  against 
the  United  States,  and  AA  as  a  consistent  friend  of  the  Americans 
in  their  war  against  England  at  this  time.  A  Xew  York  journal- 
ist of  somenotf^  has  (h-emed  it  worth  while  to  jiublish  a  biograi»liy 
of  this  i-emarkable  Indian,  who  strenuouslv  opjiosed  all  civilized 
innovations  among  his  peoi)le,  while  so  cordially  disposed  toAA  ard 
his  w  hit<'  neighbors  of  Xew  York  State. 

On  July  3,  lSl-1,  the  Amei-ican  army  crossed  the  Xiagara,  (len- 
eral  Scott  taking  tlie  advance  ovei-  before  dawn,  General  Ilr(»A\  n 
and  staff  following  later,  and  Kiploy  bringing  over  the  rear  after 
noon.  I'^ort  ]]T'i(M\as  soon  in\ested,  but  fell  into  their  hands  with 
scarcely  a  blow  in  defense.  The  British  (Jeneral  Kiall,  having 
learned  of  the  invasion,  hastened  to  i-(dieve  Fort  Erie,  when  at 
<'hi]>[)ewa,  opjtositr  the  I'alls,  he  leaiaied  of  its  captur(\  and 
\vait<'d  there  for  ro-enforcements  from  ^'ork,  now  Toronto.  Gen- 
eral I>ro\\n  sent  Scott  with  his  bi'igado  in  advance  on  July  -1, 
1S14.  I>efoi'<'  he  was  joined  by  the  remainder  of  tlu^  ai'my  he  had 
already  driven  in  a  jiost  of  the  enemy,  about  a  mile  in  fj-ont  of 
the  main  body.  On  the  evening  of  July  5  the  engagement  be- 
came general  on  both  sides,  and  a  desperate  l>attle  ensued, 
resulting  in  the  repulse  of  the  enemy,  who  tied  to  their  inti-ench- 
ment  on  the  north  side  of  (''liii)peA\"a  Gi-eek.  Aliout  six  Innulrcd 
dead  and  wounded  of  thi'  I'.ritish,  and  three  hundred  and  fifty 
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of  tlu' ^Viuericans,  teslitieil  to  the  sau^i^uinary  nature  of  the  battle 
of  C'liipiiewa. 

(leneral  Di'iininionil,  coinniander-in-ehief  in  Canatla,  now 
uatlicred  to_uct]iei'  all  his  available  foi-ccs  to  A\ii)e  on  I  the  dis- 
grace of  defeat  at  tlio  hands  of  the  "  ra^\■  Anioricans."  as  ho 
railed  them,  until  ho  had  a  nniiibo]-  one-thii-d  in  excess  of  IJi'own's 
!i'(Mi]is.  The  latter  was  just  as  oau'er  to  j)ni'sue  his  ad\antaii«\ 
lie  ^\'islled  to  push  on  to  I'ort  (leor.ue,  so  as  to  i^et  ("hauneey's 
naval  force  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy.  Ti-ossinij,'  the  riii])]»owa,  he 
drovt'  (Jeneral  Kiall  before  him.  \vho  ke[>t  on  ivtreatim;  without 
'dTcrini;'  battle.  Before  Fort  (  Jeoru'e,  Bi'own  learned,  after  wait- 
ing some  time,  that  Cliaun- 
(••■y  \\'as  bhHd;ade<l  within  _  ^-ir'J^ 

Saekett's  Harbor,  and  that  :sr^  ' 
no  co-opei-ation  could  be 
(•.\"]>ected  from  him.  There- 
upon he  fell  ba(dc  to  a  nioie 
defensible  position  at  Lun- 
dy's  Lane,  just  across  the 
creek  fr(»m  the  battlehfdil 
of  Chii>pewa. 

Hither  the  British 
marched  in  force,  under 
<ienerals  Drumnmnd  and 
I  Ma  11.  General  Scott  was 
aii,ain  sent  first  into  the 
fray,  which  b(\^an  at  sun- 
der of  July  25,  1S14.  He 

atta(  ked  what  h(>  supposed  to  be  a  detachment  or  \s'\vi^  similar  to 
his  own,  but  soon  found  he  was  engap,in,u-  the  entire  British  army. 
Notliin^'  dismayed,  he  maintained  the  unequal  contest  until 
^leneral  Brown  cijuld  come  up,  to  A\-hom  he  hastily  sent  AAord 
"f  the  real  situation.  Tli<-  stru-.-h^  lasted  till  midni-ht,  and 
'iiany  a  deed  of  g,allantry  was  done.  ^Major  Jessujt,  with  a 
i^Miall  body  of  regulars  gained  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  under 
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PEARL,  OPPOSITE  CEDAK  STREET,  NEW  YOllK. 
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cover  of  the  darkiioss,  and  (•a])tm(Ml  (lencral  Kiall  and  liis  suite. 

The  battle  t()<d<  its  name  fi-oni  a  load  passini;-  (t\'er  a  hill,  mi 
the  crest  of  whiidi  \^■as  j)hinted  a  battery,  whi(di  did  fearful  dam- 
.112:0  anion";'  tlie  .\nieriian  troo])s.  Colonel  Jaiues  .Miller  \\;is 
asked  \\  lu'thfT  he  eould  taketlial  battery,  without  \vlii(  li  \  iciory 
was  not  i)ossiId<'.  Sayini;'  siin])ly,  "  I  will  try,  sir,"'  he  led  his 
regiment  uj)  tho  hill  toward  the  beh  hinL;'  cannon.  Many  a  brave 
fellow  f<'ll  in  his  tra(d<s,  but  their  surviviiiL;-  comrades  ki'pt 
steadily  on  their  way,  ami  in  a  fow  luomeiits  the  enemy  wore 
driven  from  the  guns,  and  these  turned  against  the  foe.  Three 
times  the  P>ritish  rallied  for  their  recai>tuT'e,  and  three  times  they 
were  driven  back.  At  midniuht  the  7>ritish  left  the  held. 
Lnnd3''s  Lane,  sometimes  called  r>i-idgewater,  was  one  of  the 
bloodiest  battles  ever  fought  in  America.  Out  of  three  thousand 
men  engaged  on  the  American  side,  713  were  killed  or  wounde(l; 
out  of  four  thousand  British,  S7S  were  left  dead,  woumh^l,  or 
prisoners.  An  account  of  it,  in  vi\id  lanuuage,  is  found  in  the 
closing  ]>ages  of  Cooper's  "  ^py,"  for  here  Harvey  Hindi  is  repre- 
sented as  meeting  his  death. 

Although  victorious  in  battle,  the  American  forces  were  s(^ 
nuudi  outnumbered  by  the  enemy  that  no  advance  could  be  made 
into  their  country,  and  (Jeneral  r>ro\vn  took  up  a  jtosiriou  in 
and  ai-ound  Fort  ]']rie.  ]^)th  he  and  (ieneral  Scott  had  been 
wounded,  and  Kijjley  exercised  command  until  ]5ro\\n  ^vas  re- 
stored. On  August  7.  1S14,  Drummond  aiipeared  Itefore  I'ort 
Erie  with  an  army  of  5.000  men,  and  i)roceeded  to  iHunbartl  it, 
keeping  up  an  almost  continuous  tire  until  the  14th.  Then  an 
assault  was  ordered,  and  one  bastion  was  taken,  the  Americans 
driving  back  their  assailants  from  every  other  point.  lUit  a 
mine  had  been  laid  under  the  bastion  occu]>ied  by  the  emuny,  and 
it  blew  up  with  tei-rific  force,  causing  the  British  to  break  and 
retreat  in  a  panic.  Still  the  siege  continued,  and  on  SeptetulxM' 
17,  General  P.ro'w  n  ordere(]  a  siu'tie,  whiidi  com])let(dy  carried  the 
works  of  the  enemy  and  drove  him  ba(dc  to  r'hi])pewa,  a  loss 

of  nearly  a  thousand  iihui.    In  Oct(»ber,  after  th(>  Plattsbur-h 
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victiiry,  (i('iui-;il  Izard,  tlic  ruiuiiiaiHlcr-iii-rliiel',  ranie  to  llif 
Niauara  with  t\\v  tlioiisaiid  iiicn.  1  )ruiiiiiion(l  retired  ln-forc  tin' 
su]MTi(>r  force  of  1  he  .Viiu'i'icaus,  I'lirt  l']rie  was  bh)wu  U[)  by  them 
ill  X(tv('iii hci*,  ainl  Izard  phu  cMi  tlie  trooiis  in  winter  (juarters  at 
I'.nlVah),  l>lack  lUn-k,  and  I'.atavia. 

Meantime  a  ,i;h)ri()us  triunijdi  had  also  been  w(»ii  at  tlu'  otiier 
end  of  tlio  State,  llitlierto  no  a,u'i;i'essi ve  niovenieut  had  been 
iinuh'  by  the  enemy  in  tlie  Lake  Chaniplain  rei;'ion,  except  a 
s<trl  of  rai)id  foray,  followed  by  a  reti-eat,  a.uainst  IMat tsbni'i;h, 
just  bef(»re  (Jeneral  Hampton  starte<l  on  his  dehisive  eampainu 
ai;ain.st  Montreal,  in  Septembei,  181o.  (ieneral  Izard  had  moved 
away  from  riattsbur-^h  dnrin^'  the  snmmer  of  1814,  and  had 
stationed  himself  at  Satdvett's  ITarbor,  in  order  to  support  the 
campai^ii  on  the  Niagara  fi-ontier.  Taking  advantat^-e  of  his 
absence,  Sir  (Jeor^e  Prevost,  on  Sei)tend)er  1,  moved  a  force  (jf 
fourteen  thousand  men  from  the  St.  Lawi'ence,  crossed  the 
border  of  New  York,  and  took  u])  a  position  a  few  miles  north  of 
Plattsburi;]!,  in  Clinton  County.  It  was  his  purpose  to  penetrate 
as  far  as  Ticondero,i;a,  and  then,  by  ]>ro(  lamat  ion.  endeavor  to 
win  back  tht'  peo])le  of  the  noi'iliern  jtortion  of  Xew  York  to  their 
foriiu'r  subnussion  to  (ireat  ISritain;  and,  in  rather  onunous 
imitation  of  I>uri!,')yne,  expected  to  depend  f(^r  subsistence  in 
that  vicinity  ui»on  the  sui)plies  to  l)e  procured  from  a  people  thus 
Won  ov(n".  No  doubt  the  American  generals  ftdt  but  litth'  n(M'v- 
ousness  as  to  the  ])i'o(damation,  but  an  army  of  fourteen  tho\isalid 
luen  ^\•as  something;  more  tangible  to  deal  with,  and  more  lik(dy 
to  attain  the  ends  of  the  i)roc]amation. 

NN'iien  Cienera!  Izard  went  \\-est  he  left  Oeneral  Alexander 
.Macomb,  in  command  of  a  body  of  lifteen  hund  (■(!  rep,ulars.  at 
iMai  tsljuruh.  At  tlie  Ix'uinninu  of  the  war  he  was  a  lieutenant 
of  engineers,  and  on  the  Niagara  frontier  he  made  a  name  for 
liimself  in  tlie  artillery  service,  ^^•llicll  p1aye(l  so  importatd  a  ]iai't 
in  our  \  ictories  there.  Early  in  1814  he  was  i)ronH)teil  to  the  raid-: 
of  lu'ii^adier-^eneral,  and  for  his  part  in  the  liattle  soon  to  b(» 
described  he  received  the  thaidcs  of  Congress  and  a  ^cdd  medal. 
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lie  siifceedcd  (lenera!  Ilrown  as  coimnaiKlor-iii-cliicf  of  ilw 
United  States  army.  His  piii'rlias<'.  in  New  Vdi-Iv  City,  of  the 
iioiise.  on  r.i'oadway  wliich  \\'asIliIl^t<)H  ocriipied  duiiiiL;  Ih.' 
latter  i)art  of  his  stay  there  as  I'resiih'ut,  for  many  years  .^avc  it 
the  desii^iiat ion  of  the  ^huomli  honse.  or  liouses,  ami  1  li<'  hu  ation 
is  identilied  tliereby. 

General  Macomb  was  snpi>orted  in  the  defense  to  be  oruanizcil 
by  General  l>enjamiu  31ouers,  who  has  already  been  mentiomxl 


CIVIC  RF.CKI'TION  OK  WAjlllMi  I  ON  AND  CLIMO.N  IX  XEW  YORK  CITY,  Alltl;  lllK 
CLOSE  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 

as  one  of  the  two  niajor-G,enerals  of  the  Xew  York  militia  a]> 
poiuted  at  the  ontbreak  of  war,  Stephen  van  lleiisselacr  beini;' 
the  other,  liy  dilit:-eni  recruiting-,  imi)ressini;-  into  service  even 
boys  large  enouuh  to  handle  a  musket,  a  body  of  nearly  nineteen 
linndred  ti'oo[>s  was  added  to  Macomb's  fifteen  hundred.  This 
little  army,  of  not  (|uite  fi\'e  thousand  men.  ^\■as  hai-dly  a  match 
for  Prevost's  fourteen  thousaml,  and  the  most  that  could  be  doiu'. 
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,inc»'  they  could  not  Ix^  kept  rioiii  crossinj;-  the  boiMlcrs,  was  to 
nilt'i-iH'pt  them  at  the  most  luh  aiiiaLicoiis  position.  Such  an  oni' 
u  as  taken  uj)  by  Maronilt  <tn  t  he  soul  h  side  of  t  lie  Saranae  Ki\  er, 
;ii  the  mouth  of  whieh  IMaltshuruh  is  situatetl.  He  rarcfully 
(h'stroyed  all  the  bridges  across  this  stream,  and  erect eil  re- 
ihiubts  and  blocd<liouses  at  salient  points  w  ith  tli<'  skill  and  judi;- 
iiicnt  of  the  trained  en,uineer. 

l'rev(»st's  overwind  mini;'  ai-my  was  sup[»orted,  besides,  by  a 
naval  force  of  seAonteen  vessels,  caiTyini;  ninetydive  L;uns,  under 
ihe  command  of  Commodore  I)o\\nie,  and  which  A\'as  c'nnini;-  uji 
;iie  Sorel  KiA'er  into  Lala-  ('hamplain.  Onr  naval  operation.s  on 
that  lake  were  intrusted  to  Comnuidore  Thomas  ^Macdonouuh. 
In  1S1?>  there  were  but  two  American  ships  on  Lake  (iiamplain, 
the  "  (  irow  ler  "  and  the  "  I']ai;le,"  each  mounting-  eh'\  eii  unns,  an<l 
six  i;alleys,  with  one  ,^un  each.  These  were  command<Ml  l>y  Lieu- 
ii'uaid  Sv(lne\'  Snuth,  ami  lie  jduckily  cdiased  three  I^nulisli  .uun 
Imats  into  the  Sorel  Ki\"er.  Wdien  well  w  ith.in  t  he  narrow  stream 
a  IJritish  land  force  came  to  the  aid  of  the  i;unlM>ats,  and  Smith 
found  it  impossible  to  beat  a  retrc'at  against  the  stron,:L!;  cui-rent. 
.Vs  a  result  of  the  enua.uonient  both  the  "(Jrowler"  and  the 
'*  l']ai;!e "  were  capture(l  by  the  enemy,  an(l  Smith  was  super- 
seded in  command  hy  Macdonouuh. 

'I'o  meet  the  threatened  attack  of  the  llritish  in  1814,  the 
c(immodoi-e  had  provide*!  himself  with  about  fourteen  vessels  in 
a!L  carrying  SO  ^uns  ami  SS2  men.  This  force  had  been  colltM-ted 
oiily  by  ahnost  incredil)le  exertions;  one  of  the  ships,  a  briu", 
Iiavinu,-  been  built  in  twenty  days  from  tind)er  i;rowin^-  bv  the 
lake  side.  IMattsbur^h  is  at  tlu^  head  of  a  deep  bay.  formed  by 
;i  bold  projection  runnin.,i;  far  southeastward  into  the  'ak(\  called 
<"uiuberland  Head,  and  the  receiliuLi'  western  shore  of  the  lake. 
.\cidss  this  wide  bay  Macdonouuh  ranged  the  lino  of  his  vessels, 
'!if  head  of  it  very  neai-  the  <'xti'cnnty  of  (  'und»erland  Head.  On 
'h<'  morning-  of  Se]itenib<M'  11.  1S14,  there  A\as  a  breeze  from  the 
northeast,  and  ('ommodore  Downie  took  advantage  of  it  to  leave 
ih<'  Soi  c'i  <ind  the  foot  of  Lake  Clianiplaiu  and  boai'  down  on  the 
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foo  at  Plattsbiii'j^h.    lU'l'orc  lie  tunuMl  CumbciiaiKl  Head 
topsails  were  seen  by  the  iiieii  of  Mac(|onoii_i;irs  tleet,  ami  liny 
prepared  for  aetion. 

It  was  now  about  !ialf-[ias(  scxcn  in  tlie  niornin:;,  and,  sli(iril\ 
after,  the  action  be^an.  Tlie  llrilish  luid  tin-  superior  force,  but 
victory  fell  to  the  side  of  tlie  Americans  because  of  the  two 
circumstances  usually  realized  anions'  our  sailors:  greater  accu 
racy  of  aim  in  gunning,  and  originality  in  devices  to  overcome 
difticulties  not  hitherto  i)rovided  for  by  the  rules  of  wai'faic 
Most  of  the  Knglish  shots  fell  short  oi'  hit  nothing  of  im[)ortance. 
lUit  I  he  two  tlagships  sui-ceeded  in  so  i-iddling  each  other  that 
their  o[>posing  sides  became  ]»erfectly  usidess. 

Thereupon  Macdonougii  executed  the  maneuver  he  had  ju'o- 
vided  foi"  in  case  such  an  emergency  shonld  occnr.  V>y  an  in- 
genious arrangement  of  cables  and  anchors  he  wore  his  ship 
around  and  brought  into  ]»lay  the  other  broadside.  The  British 
commander  attem])te(l  the  same  mo\'e!n(nit,  but  as  his  ai-range- 
nients  could  not  be  made  so  effective  in  tlie  midst  of  battle,  it 
failed,  and  soon  after  she  struck  her  colors.  Other  instances  of 
readiness  in  resources  occurred.  A  midshipman  only  sixteen 
years  old,  Hiram  Paulding,  in  command  of  one  of  the  ships,  on 
finding  that  the  matches  for  tiring  the  guns,  in  the  haste  of 
preparation  had  been  poorly  constructed,  and  would  not  work, 
fired  the  guns  by  having  pistols  flashed  at  them.  Another  com- 
mander, when  balls  bi'gan  to  grow  scarce,  loaded  his  guns  with 
canister  and  bags  of  bullets.  Two  hours  and  a  half  after  the 
beginning  of  the  engagement,  victory  was  assured  for  the  Amer- 
icans. 

It  was  with  great  relief  and  Joy  that  tlie  inhabitants  of  Platts- 
burgli  witnessed  the  signals  which  betok'ened  that  Mac<lonougli 
had  beaten  his  boastful  opponents.  The  roofs  of  houses  and  ilie 
!?hores  of  the  lake  had  been  crowded  with  (niger  and  anxious 
watchers  of  the  operations  on  the  water.  For  these  deteriiiinei] 
the  fortunes  of  I*revost's  ex[)e(liti(in.  l)uring  the  naval  battle 
the  British  had  attempted  to  cross  the  ^-^aranac  at  several  points. 
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but  tlu'  foi'titicaliniis  luul  been  too  ])1;i(hm]  and  wcvv  loo  slcill- 
(nlly  h;iinll(M]  l»y  .Macomb,  so  Iliat  (he  supci-ioi-ii y  of  niimlx'is 
pi'ovcd  of  no  avail.  Wlirn  tlictlcct  siii  i-cndcrcfl,  tlic  Uri t  isli  coni- 
iiiaudcr-in-fhicf  .uaw  up  all  hope  and  (-(uira^c  He  I'cti-catcd 
so  iti-('cipitat(dy  that  even  liis  side  ainl  wounded  were  left  bcliiud. 
'IMius  uoi'tlicrn  New  Yorlc  was  not  rorrupt(Ml  from  its  alb'uianc" 
to  the  rest  of  tlie  State,  or  to  the  Tnion,  and  tlic  piodamatioii  <lid 
n-d  issue  from  Tieciidd'oua. 

The  oveuts  near  the  Niagara  Kivor  and  on  I.ako  Chaniplatn 
were  mucdi  needed  to  offset  the  luip]K'nini:s  of  the  war  in  other 
[>oi't'ons  of  tlie  Republic.  No  achievements  were  }»ossibIe  to  onr 
little  navy  on  the  ocean,  for  a  lari;c'  tleet  undei-  Lord  ('ocdxburii 
i-omjdetely  blockadi'd  the  Atlantic  coast.  Detachments  were 
sent  in  at  various  i)oints  to  spread  desolation,  .ibout  the  middle 
of  AuL^ust.  1814,  Admiral  Coch- 
ran <k'Scended  with  a  lleet  of 
twenty-one  ^■essels  on  tlu^  A'ir- 
j.dnia  coast,  conveying  (leneral 
Koss  and  foui-  thousand  troojts. 
I'assini;'  into  Ilam]»t(tn  Koads, 
the  expedition  took  a  northerly 
c  o  u  r  s  e  i)erfectly  uno}>pose<l, 
and  sailed  np  the  Potomac 
Kiver,  bound  for  W'ashinuton.    ~>  <^ 

'liMieral  Kossand  his  arni\M\'ere  " /v  r 

f  ' 

landed,   and    at    llladensbur^,  -.^ 
six  miles  northeast  of  W'ash- 
iii:-;ion,  was  f(»ui;ht  a  battle  on 
.\iii;usl  21,  with  the  hastily  col 

i'''-ted  American  militia.  'I'lie  Americans  TVOVO  conipiotely  rnntod, 
;inil.  on  t  he  eveiun,:.;  <d' t  he  same  day,  IJoss  entered  ^\'asliini;lon. 

H<'  had  orders  from  his  government — which  does  not  usually 
>ci-uplr  at  acts  of  ungenerous  brutality  against  those  presunip- 
"!ous  human  creatures  who  dar{'  to  set  themselves  np  in  a  fair 
'iudit  against  ICngland— to  burn  the  White  Ihnise,  the  Capitol, 
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and  ovcrv  public  huildiiii;  he  could  lay  liis  hands  on:  an<l  the 
soldier  did  the  bidding;-  of  liis  niastci'S  and  left  Washington  ;i 
mass  of  ruins,  a  pirro  of  uinvari-anliMj  van<lalisni  whic  h  shows 
how  thin  a  vcnccrini;  Uritish  ciNilizat ion  is.  Next  the  invadds 
t  urnt'd  ( heir  at  tent  ion  to  Ilaltiniorc,  di'scendini;'  the  I'otomar  and 
ijoiiii;' up  t  he  (Miesa[»eake.  <^n  SeptCMuber  12.  a  bombardment  was 
be,!j,un  on  tin'  forts  defending  the  ai»p]-oachf's.  On  the  li'.lh  il 
was  continued.  15ut  (lenei-al  Koss  Avas  killed  by  some  American 
shari>shooters,  and  the  fleet  cnuld  not  jtass  h'ort  McIIenry,  and 
tlie  next  d^iy.  Se[)tember  14,  the  enemy  were  i^oue,  ami  the  Star- 
spanj2,lcd  I'anncr  "  was  still  soon  to  wavo  after  the  snn»h'e,  ami 
carna.^o  had  jiassed  away.  The  national  hymn,  as  it  will  hv 
romond)er('d.  \vas  composed  on  this  occasion. 

Peace  had  already  boon  concluded  at  (Ihent.  on  Docombor  24, 
1814,  when  occurred  the  last  battle  of  the  war  at  Ne^v  Orleans. 
A  final  plan  of  the  enemy  involved  the  invasion  of  the  South 
and  Southwest,  in  the  hope  (tf  severiiijj,-  those  newly  ac(iuired 
possessions  of  the  youni;'  republic  in  these  regions.  The  move 
ment  was  elTectually  (diecke(l  by  tJeneral  Andrew  Jackson,  w  ho 
on  January  S,  ISl.j,  a(dueved  the  most  remarkable  triunij)!!  of 
this  war,  if  not  of  an}-  war,  if  we  reL!,ard  the  extraordinary  dis- 
parity in  the  losses  on  eitla'r  side.  T^vo  Thousaud  of  the  British 
were  killed,  w  liile  but  seN  iMi  killed  and  tweiity  wounded  marked 
the  loss  of  the  Anu'ricans. 

The  news  of  the  peai-e  did  not  roach  America  until  I'^ebruary 
1S15.  It  was  xcvy  W(dcome  here.  It  was  broUL^ht  to  New  'S'ork 
City  by  a  fast-sailing-  packet  on  I'ebrnary  1 1,  and  the  people  were 
s(»  tilled  with  joy  that  they  Avalked  the  streets  all  niuht  with 
torches  and  caudles.  The  conidry  was  in  a  deph>rable  state:  no 
money  in  the  treasui'v,  commerce  desti'oyed.  all  sorts  of  industry 
depressed  <»r  at  a  standstill,  so  that  the  chances  for  a  nn'^'uu!' 
wore  V(M-y  meaner,  w  hile  a  debt  of  .s] 00,000.000  had  to  b<'  ]>aiil 
Yet  that  extremely  low  ebb  of  onr  fortunes  was  the  be-innim: 
of  a  nHurnin^  tide  u\'  ]U'osperity,  of  w  hich  the  world  has  never 
seen  the  like.    Since  the  U<'volut ion  I  he  counti-y  luul  advanced  at 
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;<  (oiiiiiH'iKlnhlc  bill  si  ill  ;i  iiiodci  atc  pai c.  I'roni  the  iiioiiicul  of 
[icacc  in  lSir>,  the  sliiilcs  brranic  uiL^aiilic. 

'i'licodorc  K()()sc\ ell,  ikiw  u'oncmioi-  of  New  York  Slate,  who 
has  written  a  history  of  ihe  "  \a\a!  NN'ar  of  ISlL*."  in  his  life  of 
(lOllveiJieur  Mon-is  tlius  eonmieiits  on  (hat  Wifr  in  general:  "The 
war  itself  \\as  eniinentlv  jnstilialih',  ami  was  of  the  ;^i'eatest 
st'rviee  to  the  nation.  We  had  hceii  bullied  by  ICn^land  and 
I'rance  nntil  we  had  to  tii;ht  to  picsei  Nc  oni-  sel f-i'es[»ect.  ...  In 
a  suocossion  of  contests  on  tlie  ocean  and  lakes  we  shattered  the 
charniod  shield  of  I'.ritish  naval  in\  incil)ility ;  wliile  on  the  north- 
ern frontier  wc  de\(doi)ed  nnder  Scoit  and  llrown  an  infantry 
which,  unlike  any  of  the  armies  of  conlinental  lairope,  was  al)le 
to  meet  on  equal  terms  the  F.ritisli  infantry  in  [»it(died  battle  in 
the  open.  .  .  .  Above  all,  the  contest  t;a\'e  an  immense  inii)etus 
to  our  national  feeling,  and  ficeil  our  [»olitics  forever  from  any 
ilcpeudeuce  ou  those  of  a  foreign  power." 


SCHIFKFKLIX  AKMS. 
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THE  MAKING   OF  TIU:  KlIIK  CANAL. 

Ill']  j>e(ipU*  t»f  the  United  Stati'S  had  very  ^i^ood  reason 
for  hailiuij,'  with  an  almost  extravagant  joy  the  return 
ol'  peace  after  the  war  of  1S12.  The  wai'  had  been  an 
awakener  of  their  consciousness;  the  nation  knew  it- 
self bettei'  after  than  it  did  before  the  trial;  knew  better  the  real 
strength  of  its  government;  knew  belter  the  vast  possibilities  of 
its  nudevelojK'd  material  resources.  And  it  learned  soon,  also, 
that  Eur(.)pc  had  at  last  become  acipiaiuted  with  that  new, 
sti'ange  world  which  had  been  evolved  out  of  chaos  on  the  Ameri- 
can shore.  Commerce  and  manufacture  eagerly  songlit  a  market 
here  and  found  it  abun-dantly  [)rotitable  and  exhaust  less  in  de- 
mands. 

Nay,  more,  tlu'  peoi»le  of  JOurope  had  discovered  at  last  thai 
here  was  the  (dian<'e  for  the  readjustment  of  conditions  of  ex- 
istence Mhi(di  had  beciuue  irrevocably  and  rigidly  tixed  in  tlie 
Old  World.  Worth,  noi  position,  was  here  to  be  the  intlividuaTs 
title  to  advancement;  brains,  an<l  energy,  and  indnstry  could  find 
ways  to  wealth  and  distinction,  whitdi  were  barred  by  class  or 
rank  on  the  other  side.  It  was  now,  accordingly,  that  began 
those  great  tidal  waves  of  immiuration,  which  have  multiplied 
our  population  by  tiie  scores  of  millions,  and  ^A'hicdi  ha\-e  de- 
veloped our  nati(Uial  wealth,  which  lay  rea<ly  for  the  hands  of 
men  to  draw  forth,  by  the  thousands  of  millions. 

The  American  ])eople  were  astounded  to  learn  at  the  end  of 
the  year  ISIK  that  twentv  thousand  enui-raids.  from  various 
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f(tmitri<'s  of  l"]iir(»i»e,  had  landed  <»ii  dui*  sliorcs  diiriiip;  that  one 
twelveiiumi  !i.  It  was  an  nii]ir('ccdt'nted  accossioii.  I-'or  tlie  hist 
s<'Vi'ii  years  of  ({oAcnior  Stuyvesant's  term,  1().">7  to  KKU,  eleven 
Imndred  and  thirty  jiersons  had  come  to  settle  in  New  Xether- 
lan<l,  an  averaiie  of  one  hnndred  and  sixty  per  annum.  No  i;reat 
inflow  of  settlers  occurred  a^ain  until  1710,  when  three  thousand 
Talatino  refugees  came  over  at  once,  tot  he  immense  alai-m  of  the 
niay(»r  and  })eople  of  New  York  City,  who  could  searc(dy  await 
their  disti'ibution  upon  several  tracts  of  the  ])rovince  far  away 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Hudson.  ]>ut  now  this  alarniiny;  number 
was  se.xtupled  and  over. 

The  stream  has  kei»t  tlowinj;  steadily  and  increasingly  ever 
since,  h'or  the  ne.xt  decade,  indeed  (lb20-lS29j,  the  annual  in- 
crement was  only  half  that  of  ISIO,  or  ten  thousand  per  annum. 
I>ut  the  continuousncss  of  a  number  so  large  made  up  for  the 
descent  from  its  earliest  excessiveness.  Then,  during  the  next 
decade  ( 1  s;^)0-l SoO ) ,  the  annual  average  suddeidy  jum}>ed  far  be- 
yond the  tirst  surprising  tigure :  it  was  over  thirty-four  thousand. 
.\nd  ''Still  the  wonder  grew":  in  18-10  to  1850  the  number  per 
annum  rose  to  one  hundred  and  thii'ty  thousand;  in  ISoi  alone 
t!ii'e<'  hundred  and  eighteen  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  imnugrants  entered  the  land.  This  meant  Ihe  filling  uj)  of 
the  waste  and  wild  places  of  the  Far  \yest.  The  liepublic  had 
been  a  little  over-bl(>ssed  with  territoi'y,  forest,  lake,  river, 
prairie,  and  everything  that  could  alTord  habitation  and  sub- 
sistence, if  only  people  could  be  found  to  get  these  necessities  of 
life  (uit  of  those  assets  of  nation-l)uilding.  Here,  now,  were  the 
jieople,  and  the  wilderness  (»f  forest,  and  river,  and  ]>rairie  be- 
came rich  Avith  the  yield  of  cultivation.  Pretty  soon,  also,  mines 
«>f  Wealth  in  mineral  de])osits  under  ground  came  to  be  discov- 
<'red.  Thus  gradually  limitless  regi(uis  of  national  donmin  were 
marked  olT  into  political  divisi(uis.  Tracts  bei-anie  Territories, 
;ind  Tei-ritories  States  of  tlie  Uniiui,  \intil.  in  182."),  when  Lafay- 
'•tte  came  to  see  what  had  grown  <uit  of  the  nation  he  had  helpied 
t<»  create,  ami  when  Ncan-  York  finished  its  great  artifu-ial  water- 
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way — tliat  is,  wIumi  the  iiiiictorntli  cciitiiry  was  tweiity-fivc  years 
old,  the  Aiiit'iiran  ]i<'i)ul)lic  couuteil  twciity-tlve  States — twelve 
countries  added  to  tlio  thirteen  eoiiutrics  wherewith  the  Uuiuu 
started  U'ss  tlian  lialf  a  ceiduiy  Ixd'ore. 

^Vhat  iiimiiuiat ion  and  tlie  luitnj-al  increase  of  its  own  in- 
habitants had  been  iloini;  for  the  Union  at  hiri;(',  found  its  re- 
li<M'tion  also  in  the  ime  in<lividual  State,  ^vlli(dl  was  fast  justify- 
ing;- \>'aslnn.uton's  a])i»licat ion  to  it  of  tlie  epithet  "  Ein})ire." 
'Die  ]»()])id;i(i(»n  of  New  York  had  increased  from  589, lol  in  ISOO, 


was  crented  in  1S2I.  and  llie  foui-  b<'iated  ones  (  to  count  fi-oni  the 
coniitl<'tion  of  the  l']rie  ("anal)  ai'e  Chennini;-  (IS;!!!),  Uulton 
(18;)S),  Wyomini;'  (  1S41  ),  and  Schuyler  (lsr>l),  uidess  we  couid 
Nassau  emerging'  from  the  necessities  (jccasioned  by 

(Jreater  New  Yoi  lc. 

Foreseeing'  that  such  r(^sults  must  felhnv  the  constrnction  of 
an  artificial  watr-rway,  t(»  aiil  communication  and  foster  trade, 
it  was  early  in  men's  minds  that  it  was  worth  all  tlie  exi^'uditure 
of  nn)ney  and  all  the  I'xertion  (d  hercnlea.n  manual  elTert,  ami  all 
the  exei-cise  of  lueiital  iniicnuity,  iMMjuii'ed  to  overconu'  the  ob- 
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to  9r)!),()l!)  in  1810.  In  1820  the 
first  uiiilion  had  been  passed,  the 
ti-ure  standinii-  at  1,372.111.  F.y 
the  time  the  Erie  t'anal  was  fiie 
ished,  in  182.-),  the  i)o])ulation  was 
far  past  a  million  and  a  half.  And 
I  his  jtupulation  was  so  wtdl  dis- 
tributed (exc<'i)ting'  the  conges- 
tion in  the  vicinity  of  New  York 
("ity,  wliiidi  itself  had  a  [>o])ula- 
tion  of  123,000  in  1820,  nuTking  it 
even  tlu-n  the  meti'opolis  of  the 
Union)  that  ^>^  all  the  sixly  coun- 
ties into  A\hi(di  rhe  State  is  now 
divided,  all  but  four  were  organ- 
ized  in   1825.     Orleans  County 
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stjicles  ill  the  way  of  an  ('iit('i'i)iis('  so  vast  iiiid  coinplicatcd  as 
I  he  making"  of  the  Erie  Canal.  The  tar  Western  hikes  promised 
to  be  almost*  tlic  center  of  an  entirely  new  ronntry  under  the 
.i';^is  of  the  llepublic  Its  j)roducts  must  reach  tlu'  realms  of 
civilization  on  tlie  Atlaniir  border  in  America,  or  a(-ross  that 
ocean  in  Enroj)e,  (dse  they  could  not  be  reu.irded  ;is  wealth.  New 
^'ork  State  had  hui^-  alTorded  an  approximato  solution  of  that 
[iroblem.  ller  sjileudid  arm  of  tlu'  sea  calh'd  the  Hudson  IJivei' 
invited  the  commerce  of  the  world  fai  U[i  into  its  interior,  and 
inude  lluds(ui  City,  one  hundred  and  twenty  luiles  from  the 
ocean,  a  seai)ort  and  a  center  for  the  ^\  haling  industry.  A  little 
further  up,  just  where  na\'igati(ui  became  imjiossible,  a  great 
river  came  from  a  point  a  hundred  miles  westward,  carrying 
navigation,  attended  with  sonu^  dilliculties,  however,  to  within 
a  mile  or  more  of  another  stream,  which  alTonled  a  })recarious 
l>ut  still  ])racticable  passage  through  lak-es  and  other  rivers  to 
the  first  of  the  great  Western  lakes — Ontai-io.  Tlius  nature 
pointed  out  the  way  for  water  communication  Itetween  East  and 
West  through  the  State  of  New  York. 

To  General  Philip  Schuyler,  name  most  clear  and  shining," 
ill  so  many  other  glorious  connections,  as  a  man  and  as  a  public 
oilicer,  to  liim,  as  a  descendant  of  the  sons  of  Holland,  the  land 
of  canals,  is  attributed  most  :i[>pro[)riatel y  the  oi-iginating  of  the 
canal  policy  of  the  State.  At  his  instance,  on  I'ebrimry  15.  1701, 
•1  joint  commission  was  appointed,  composed  of  nnanbers  of  both 
Senate  ind  Assemblv,  to  inriuire  how  the  obstructions  to  naviga- 
tion in  the  Hudson  and  .Mohawk  rivers  might  be  overcome  or 
remedied  by  the  construction  of  artihcial  water\\-ays  seconding 
their  natural  advantages.  Schuyler  w;is  chairma  i  of  tin*  com- 
nnssinn,  and  as  the  result  of  its  report,  and  bv  its  advice,  twi* 
associations  were  organized  and  chartered,  the  ^\'est<'rn  Inland 
Lock  Xa\igation  Companv  and  the  Xorrhern  Inland  Lo(dc  Navi- 
gation Company.  The  act  effecting  this  measure  was  dated 
March  30,  1702. 

Nothing  was  done  by  the  Northei-n  Company,  but  the  Western 
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Company  constructed  tlio  Ihrco  canals  of  which  mention  was 
nia<h'  in  a  preceding;  chapter.  One  was  at  Little  I'alls  in  Her- 
kimer ( "ounfy,  to  cairy  boats  aminul  and  ahnve  the  i-ecks  and 
falls  in  tlie  ri\('r  there.  IMve  hx  ks  carried  Mk^  naxiuater  to  the 
projier  le\c!.  and  a  canal  one  mile  hmi;'  ceiidncted  him  auain  inln 
the  natur'al  current  of  the  M<iha\\k.  The  depth  of  the  canal 
suHiced  f(»r  the  draft  of  boats  carrying-  from  tw(dve  to  fifteen 
tons.  The  second  canal  \\  as  close  by  the  other  in  the  toAvn  of 
(icrman  I'hitts  (as  it  is  sonu'times  sp(dled),  also  in  llerl^imei- 
County.  Tins  waso^■er  a  mile  lonu  ami  had  two  locks.  The  third 
canal  conducted  froui  the  head  of  naviuation  on  the  M<diawk  at 
Home  to  the  head  of  navigatioji  on  Wood  Creek,  a  distan<('  of 
about  one  mile,  with  t^vn  locks  to  rei;ulate  chan^in^-  levels.  I'.y 
these  artilicial  constructions  boats  bearinii'  sometiiinii'  less  than 
twenty  tons  of  merciiandisc  or  passon,<;ers  C(»uld  be  navi,uate(1 
dii-ectly  from  Schenectady  to  Lake  Ontario,  up  the  ^lohawlc  and 
its  canals  to  Lonu\  by  canal  to  ^A'ood  Creek,  down  this  sti'i-am  to 
Oneida  Lake,  out  tiirougli  Oneida  Creek  into  Oswego  I^ivtM'.  and 
so  into  Lake  ( )ntario. 

]^ut  great  as  wer'e  tlu^  advantages  thus  gaine<l  over  former 
(lavs,  tlier-e  was  mu(di  still  to  be  desircMl.  Th(^  capacitv  of  the 
boats  that  could  be  used  in  the  prc^cess  was  exceedingly  limited. 
(Joods  had  to  be  carried  and  people  convey<vl  overland  fr(mi 
Alb. my  to  S(diene(  I  ad  v.  a  distauce  of  fifteen  or  sixteen  miles 
Ami  when  Lala-  Ontario  was  reacla^d  no  |)art  of  the  L'nion  but 
New  York  State  itself  could  be  drawn  U|>r)n  fcu'  rrade.  The  other 
^\'estern  lakes  were  still  inaccessil)ie  because  of  the  immens!' 
obstacle  of  the  Niagara  Calls.  Tn.  some  wav,  to  effect  all  the 
results  to  be  then  fores(M'u  and  that  were  afterward  n-alized, 
unint'arupted  navigation  must  be  made  possible  betisi^en  rhe 
Hudson  L'ivei'  and  Lake  luae,  whence  access  couhl  l)e  had  to  all 
the  other  lalces.  watering  the  shoics  of  se\'"ral  jU'escTit  ami  mor'e 
[irospective  Stat"s.  And  the  waterway  luust  be  of  su(di  i>ro|ior- 
tioTis  as  to  be  abb'  to  carry  l)oats  of  a  considerable  bui'den. 

The  project  whit  h  contemplated  smdi  possibilities  in  naviga- 
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lion  boro  fruit  finally  in  the  Va-Ic  Tannl,  and  was  early  brought 
to  iniliat(»ry  stages.  On  I'cbrnary  S,  IsOS,  almost  to  a  day  six 
iiioulhs  after  the  "  rieniiont  "  left  New  \'ork  for  Albany,  the 
lion.  Joshna  foreman,  later  a  jn(ljj,(',  then  a  member  of  the 
Assembly  foi-  Onondaga,  niove(l  that  a  joint  committee  Ix'  a})- 
pointed  from  both  Honses  of  the  Legislature  to  consider  the  pro- 
priety of  exploring  and  sni  voyins,  the  country  for  a  canal  bo- 
iwecn  I-,ake  Erie  and  the  Hudson  Iviver.  Jann-s  (ieddos  was  ap- 
|)ointed  the  enp,ineer  to  eiTect  this  survey  on  -Inni'  11,  ISOS,  and 
lie  was  instian-toJ  to  ex])l(U'e  the  most  feasible  route  from  Oneida 
bake  to  Ontario,  through 
M  e  X  i  c  o  township;  also 
one  aloni;  Oneida  Creek 
and  the  Oswego  Kiver; 
;itid  thirdly  to  examine 
the  ground  bet^^een  Lakes 
Ontario  and  Erie,  and  the 
••ountry  between  the  Ren- 
<'ca  Kiver  and  Touawanda 
Creek.  All  of  which 
shows  tliat  th(^  ])rojectors 
of  tile  canal  were  as  yet  in 
very  great  uncertainty 
just  where  it  should  be 
located. 

The  next  step  of  importance  was  taken  on  ^larch  13,  ISIO. 
Then  the  Legislature  ajtpointed  a  committee  to  explore  the  route 
l>et\\-een  the  TTudson  and  Lake  Erie.  On  this  committee  were 
placed  the  men  \\  ho  had  been  the  str(Uigest  adv(  cates  of  the 
project.  Oou\'erneur  Moriis,  duieral  St(>])hen  van  Rensselaer, 
i'e  Witt  Clinton,  at  this  time  mayor  of  New  ^'oik';  Simeon 
I'e  Witt,  surveyor-general  of  the  State,  and  tlu'ce  others.  These 
men  went  to  the  pains  of  ])ersonally  going  over  the  route  sug- 
-••sted  by  competent  engineers.  On  March  2,  ISll,  they  handed 
tlieir  report  to  the  Legislature,  and  infornn^d  that  body  that 
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tliev  estinintoil  tlio  cosf  at  half  a  milli(»n  dollars,  which  was  htw 
enough  siu't'ly.  In  the  report  ihey  also  (le(-lare<l  that  tht-y  had, 
iu  conipliaiice  with  tiie  resohnion  appointing'  them,  a[>pruMl  [oi' 
aid  to  ( 'engross  and  to  the  Legislat  uros  of  other  States. 

But  the  effort  reiiiainod  fruit  h'ss.  Not  iiinch  was  to  be  ex- 
pected to  be  done  in  a  cosrly  S(  lienie  of  this  kind,  \\  hile  war  was 
threatening  and  aftei'it  liad  arlnaily  broken  out,  es])e(  iaily  when 
the  brunt  of  that  wai-  foil  ujton  tiio  \  ciy  Stato  winc  h  desired  to 
execute  it.  Thus  we  find  nothing  on  tlic  n-cords  of  progress  for 
1814:  but  another  report;  in  1S15  not  even  tliis,  and  in  ISlCi  an 
other  avalanclie  of  words  merely.  Yet  tlie  latter  produced  some 
thing,  for  on  April  17,  ISKi,  a  bill  ])assed  the  Legislature  creating 
a  board  of  comniissi(juers,  r<)mpose(l  of  (leiieral  Stephen  van 
Kensselaer,  I)e  Witt  Clinton,  Samuel  ^'()ung,  Josejdi  I'^llicott. 
and  ^fyron  llolley.  This  board  rei)(n  ted  in  1S17,  and  a  committe" 
was  a]>]iointed  to  report  on  the  report,  and  at  last  this  prodtu'ed 
some  tangible  results. 

This  committee  recomnu'mbHl  that  work  siioidd  be  authorized 
to  commence  at  om-e,  and  that  Congress  should  again  be  asked 
for  aid.  The  latter  stiggesrion  remained  as  fruitless  as  before, 
but  as  the  result  of  the  former  a  bill  was  ]>assed  on  A]u-il  l.j,  1S17, 
and  became  law,  autlnu'izing  the  construction  of  a  canal  between 
the  Seneca  lliver  at  the  .Montezuma  marshes,  north  of  Cayuga 
Lake,  and  Kome.  The  eontract  for  this  ^\•ork  was  entered  into,  and 
on  July  4,  1S17,  amid  (•er<'monies  approju'late  both  to  the  day 
its(df  and  to  the  special  occasion,  ground  was  brolcen  at  luune. 
The  first  shovelful  of  earlh  being  turned  up  liy  no  less  a  i)erson 
than  De  Witt  T'linton,  governor  of  the  State. 

We  must  stop  liere  and  ]M)sli»one  the  acceatnt  of  the  c(nist ruc- 
tion of  the  canal  to  notice  ihe  po]iiic;il  situatiou  surrounding  it. 
For  even  before  a  strolce  of  woi  k  luid  been  dotie  ui)on  it,  the  Llrie 
Canal  had  already  entered  into  jiolitics.  The  l)uilding  of  it  had 
been  made  a  party  (|uestion.  1  )e  W"\ti  Clintoji,  the  most  ])romi- 
nent  advocate  of  the  caiuil.  w  as  known  io  be  niubilions,  and  liad. 
as  we  saw,  thought  himself  strong  enough  to  be  [»itte(l  against 
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Madison  for  the  Prcsidiiicy.  \'ast  siiins  (as  iikmi  tli«'U  I't'ckoiuMl  ) 
wi'i'e  invcjlved  in  the  eonstnictiDii  of  this  watei'way,  the  esti- 
mated cost  ill  1S17  beiiii;  put  at  si,.")?! And  it  w  as  fearcil  that 
Clinton  would  use  the  j»atii)nai;c  and  business  n<'C('ssarily  con- 
neeted  with  contracts  for  such  wurk  and  its  suin'rvisi(ni  to  i2,ain 
supporters  for  himself  in  whatever  jiost  he  mi;;ht'  asj>ire  after. 

The  prominence  of  the  two  men,  <lo\  ernoi-  'i\)m]dcius  and  Clin- 
ton, made  them  livals  and  the  leaders  of  factions  within  the 
same  ]>arty.  Precisely  from  political  <ip)>iisition  to  their  ^reat 
advocate,  the  goveruor  was  iudilTeient  or  antai^ouistic  to  the 
canals  projected,  so  that  in  his  message  of  Isk;  he  made  no  refer- 
ence to  them  whatever.  Yet  when  in  iSKi  his  third  term  had 
exi»ired,  and  he  was  renominated  for  a  fourth,  he  Avas  elected 
over  liufus  Kin,i[;-  by  a  majority  of  nearly  seven  thousand  votes, 
f^hortly  after  Tomi)kius  and  Kinu'  stood  op])osed  to  each  other 
auain  as  candidates  for  nomiiiation  to  the  Presidency. 

Mr.  K'lD'j;  had  his  ambition  satisfied,  at  least  to  that  extent, 
jiud  receiveil  all  the  votes  the  l'\'(leralists  couhl  still  muster  in 
the  electoral  collei^e,  vrhich  numbereil  only  thi)-ty-f(nir.  Goy- 
ernor  Tomi>kins  could  not  .aet  the  m-mination  for  President.  The 
Republicans  (or  Democrats)  were  still  too  str(jnp;ly  dominated 
by  the  ])restige  of  what  was  called  tlu»  "  \'ii-,uinia  dynasty."  Thus 
James  Monroe  was  nominated  for  President,  n  ith  Tompkins  sec- 
ond on  the  ticket,  w  hich  was,  of  course,  electcfl,  and  another  gov- 
ernor of  New  York  found  himself  ele\afed  to  the  national  dis- 
tinction of  being  Yice-President.  lie  resigned  as  go\ernor  and 
vacated  the  chair  in  ^Farch.  ISIT.  and  tlien  John  Taylor,  the 
lieutenant-governor,  became  the  acting-governor.  It  wouhl  seem 
as  if  he  might  have  been  left  to  fill  out  the  unexpii-ed  term  of  h'ls 
chief.  But  on  the  contrary  a  special  election  for  governor  was 
held. 

Th(^  (dioice  of  candidates  was  made  at  this  time  in  a  new  way. 
I^'i'foie  the  matter  ha<l  been  setth^d  at  a  caueus  of  legislators  l)e- 
longing  to  one  ]>arty.  Now.  for  the  first  tiiue,  a  more  general  con- 
vention of  the  party  -was  held.    It  was  not  quite  to  the  liking 
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of  the  iiianai;iiiu-  i)()liticiaiis,  and  ixissiblv,  also,  tlic  more  poimljii- 
t'lonient  int'use<l  into  \  hv  operation  of  rhoosinu,  caused  tiic  scIit 
tion  of  Do  Witt  (Minion  as  candidate.    With  him  a.s  a  leaih'i-  tiie 
issne  phiinly  was:   Canal  oi-  no  cannl. 

In  the  custoniarv  vioh'nce  of  pai  l  \-  sjtirit  of  the  day,  the  projei  i 
which  we  now  I<now  to  liave  cont  rihiiied  so  incalcuhil>ly  niin  li 
toward  tlie  wealth  and  ad\anceiiient  of  the  whole  State,  wms 
f;i)oken  of  in  terms  of  contemi)t.  'i'lie  canal  was  i-eferre<l  to  .is 
"Clinton's  Ditch";  and  all  nniiuier  of  aruuments  a(hlnced  to 
prove  the  folly  oi'  waste  of  the  enterpi'ise.    J5ut  now  that  the  \\cv 
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sonal  eqnation.  of  Tcmipkins's  ])o])n1arity  was  renuived  from  tiie 
contest,  the  real  sentiment  <d'  the  peo]de,  whi(di  was  greatly  in 
favor  of  the  canal,  asserted  itself,  and  De  ^\'itt  Clinton  was 
elected  by  43. .'UO  ^otes,  ai^ainst  1,1T!»  cast  for  his  opponent,  so 
tiiat  we  may  well  call  t'le  election  unaninions.  lie  was  imlucted 
into  oflice  on  the  (dd-fashioned  date,  Jnly  1,  and  was,  thei'efore, 
jnst  in  tinn'  to  handh^  the  historic  sho\  <d  on  July  -I,  w  hiidi  turned 
np  the  tii'st  bit  of  (^arl  h  in  the  const rnc tion  of  the  I'h'ie  ( 'a mil. 

It  seems  hardly  n(H^ess;iry  to  sto]>  and  present  biourai)liica! 
details  of  a  career  so  w<dl  known  as  that  of  He  \\'itt  Clinton,  ami 
whose  name  has  b(^en  continually  apjiearini;  on  our  pa^es  in  the 
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icii  rat  ivc  of  a  iin-at  varict_\'  (»!'  events.  1  le  was  t  he  sen  el'  ( leiieral 
.lames  ("linteu,  tlie  lirst  _i;()Verner's  hreiher,  and  saw  the  lii;ht 
;it  tlie  family  lioniestead  at  lattle  I'.rilain,  in  the  town  of  New 
W'iutlsor,  County  of  Oian^c,  on  .Marcii  1*,  1701).  lie  was  the  lirst 
^(lItl('nt  niati'ieulated  at  ('olunil>ia  Collenc  aftev  the  change  of  its 
name  fr(»ni  that  of  I\in,u"s  College.  When  he  was  graduated  he 
studied  law  in  the  ollice  of  Samuel  Jones,  a  ^^ood  scdiool  indei-d. 
Mr.  Jones  hinis(df  had  learned  his  law  in  the  ollice  of  Williaui 
Smith,  so  prcuninent  in  e(donial  annals;  and  it  was  said  of  him  by 
|)r.  Ilosaek:  '*  (A)mmoii  consent  has  inde<'d  assiij;ned  him  the 
hi.uhest  attainments  in  jurisicudenee,  and  the  ap[)(dlation  of 
father  of  the  New  York  bar."  As  Clintt)n's  instructor  di<i  not 
depart  this  life  until  1S1!».  he  iiad  the  satisfaction  of  seeini;  him 
attain  the  idiief  magistracy  of  the  State. 

Kut  plenty  of  honors  had  (  onu'  to  riiuton  before  this.  Excel- 
lent as  \\'as  the  law  ti'ainini:  within  his  rea(di  in  Samuel  Jones's 
iillice,  youjiii  (dinton  soon  left  the  i»ractice  of  his  profession  for 
the  more  excitiuLi  career  of  a  politician.  In  ITSU,  before  he  was 
of  aiie,  he  was  already  the  pri\ate  secretai-y  (d'  liis  unide,  the 
uovi'rnor,  ami  the  old  liontleman  doubtless  found  the  boldness 
and  talents  of  his  younu  relative  us(d'ul.  In  1708,  when  not  yet 
iliii-ty  years  old,  he  was  (dected  State  senator,  and  four  years 
lalei-  he  was  raised  to  the  ])roud  ]»osition  of  United  States  sen- 
atui-,  being  the  youngest  man  w  ho  had  boriu'  that  dii^nity  u])  to 
this  time. 

A  year  later  he  resiun(Ml  to  accept  what  was  then  considered 
M'dte  as  honorable,  and  whicdi  was  certainly  a  far  more  ju'otitable 
post — tliat  of  mayor  of  New  York  City.  With  the  exc<'ption  of 
one  year,  1S07 — ^\  hen  the  l)rief  re<  urrence  (d"  l'\'deralist  power 
l"eiiiutted  the  appoint nuuit  of  that  inlerestiuL;'  persona;f;e,  Colonel 
Marinus  \Mllett,  the  hero  of  hulian  campaiuns  on  the  INFohawk, 
•  Hid  direct  descendant  of  tin-  very  first  nmyor  of  Xew  Yoi'k  un<ler 
the  l']n^lish  regime — He  Witt  ("liidon  was  reap])oinle<]  nmyor 
.vear  after  year  until  1>^11,  when  he  became  lieutenant-^ovei-nor 
of  til.'  State.    I'.ut  in  1S12  he  was  ai^ain  mayor  of  New  Y'ork  City. 
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Altli(Hii;h,  as  we  .saw,  he  was  iioiiiiiiatcd  for  rrcsidciit  against 
ila<lis(»ii  in  that  year,  Ix/causc  he  was  the  representative  of 
element  in  his  party  nol  fa\"oral)I(  to  war,  and  t lieiefei'e  expecici 
and  received  the  in(hnsenient  ef  tlie  I'eniiiant  of  the  I'ederalisis. 
yet  as  mayor  of  New  York  he  was  aeti.ve  and  euej-j;elie  in  nr,i;iii- 
measnres  of  defense. 

It  was  hiri^ely  nnder  liis  pers(vnal  leaderslii]>  that  i)arties  of 
citizens  of  all  elasst'S,  trades,  and  profi'ssions  went  fortli  armed 
with  spaile  and  piidcax  to  thi'ow  up  intrenchments,  and  bloilc- 
houses,  and  redoubts,  and  forts  at  vaiions  ])oints  of  vantai^c  all 
around  the  eity,  in  antieijtation  of  the  enemy's  approacdi,  after 
they  should  have  got  through  \vitli  Waslnngton  and  lialtimore. 
His  name  as  mayor,  too,  stands  indelildy  written  in  the  annals 
of  the  public  school  system  of  the  city.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
to  agitate  the  establishment  of  free  schools,  and  under  his  in- 
Huence  and  direction  a  board  or  society  was  created  (1805)  by 
the  State,  which  was  enabled,  by  private  subscri'ptions  leil  by 
Clinton  himself,  to  begin  the  instructi(jn  of  children  free  of  cost 
in  ISOG. 

During  De  Witt  Clinton's  in<-umbency  was  held  the  important 
constitutional  convention  of  1S21.  This  Avas  in  his  sec<ind  term, 
for  he  was  re-elected  (after  the  tradition  of  his  uncle)  in  1820. 
The  convention  of  ISOl  iiad  made  only  nnne  powerful  and  annoy- 
ing the  provision  of  tiie  T'ouncil  of  Ap]»ointment  so  jilainly  in- 
tended to  act  as  a  (dundv  on  the  governor  in  carrying  out  a  main 
prerogative  of  the  executive  de})artment  of  the  government.  And 
the  increased  powi'r  consisted  in  making  the  privilege  of  nom- 
inating co-ordinate  witli  that  of  the  governor,  thus  taking  that 
function  (Mitirely  out  of  his  hands  if  a  majority  of  the  council  out- 
voted him.  Instead  of  acting  as  a  safeguard,  this  had  inau- 
gurated th(^  sjjoils  system  in  New  York  State;  ami  the  evils  of  the 
policy  were  felt  so  keenly  tiiat  it  was  determine*!  to  subject  tlie 
constitution  of  the  State  to  another  revision.  A  special  election 
was  appointed  foi'  Ajn'il,  1S21,  at  whi(di  the  peo])le  wove  to  vote 
for  or  against  a  convention,  and  it  was  decided  to  hold  it  by  a 


5 


64 


TlIK    KMI'IKH    STATIC    IX    Tin;i:i:  ('I.'.NTUIIIKS. 


vote  of  1()1>,."*>  1(1  ill  ['a\  ui',  and  .'U/.M))  :iu,aiiis1.  Tlic  coiiNciil  imi 
iiK't  (Ml  August  I'SaiKl  sat  till  NoNciiiher  10,  1S21.  \'ic-('-l'rfsi(|i  iii 
Tompkins  was  clioscn  cliairinan.  rroniinciit  anioiiL:,'  tlic  nicm 
bers  were  .Martin  \'an  I'.ufcn,  no^\-  Tnilrd  States  senator,  .iii': 
Senator  llnl'iis  Kinu'.  ('linloiTs  faet  ion.  w  as  represeiitetl  by  ('han- 
cellor  James  Kent  and  (Miief  Justice  Ambrose  Spencer. 

As  in  ISOl,  the  main  subject  of  discussion  was  to  be  the 
Council  of  A  ]»poi  lit  ment .  .Martin  \'aii  Iliiren  was  nuuh'  (diairniaii 
of  the  C(»mmi1tee  whitdi  was  to  report  rec(nnmeuda I  ions  on  liii.'^ 
subject.  The  incumiu'amc  was  swei»t  awav  by  an  overwhelmiiiu 
vote;  not  e\en  a  motion  to  make  the  council  electiNc  by  the  peo])h- 
could  retain  a  coi-poral's  uuard  in  its  favor.  Shei-ilTs  and  county 
(Jerks  were  now  to  b(  elected  by  the  peo])le  of  their  counties. 
The  mayors  of  cities  wei-e  not  yet  to  be  (Jioseu  by  the  suffrages  of 
their  follow-townsmen.  lUit  yet  an  ini]>rovement  was  mach'  o\-er 
tlie  former  appoint  ment  by  fa^dr  at  .Vlbany.  The  common  coun- 
cil, elected  by  the  ]»eople,  was  to  Note  for  the  mayor  and  the 
city  cleric,  ^\'itll  the  ('duncil  of  .Vppointnient  fell  also  the  Coun- 
cil of  Kovision,  a  l)ody  composed  of  the  governor,  the  chancellor, 
and  the  judges  of  tlu^  Supreme  Court,  wJiich  had  the  power  of 
vetoing  bills  ])assed  by  the  Legislature.  For  this  <itlier  limitation 
of  the  executi\e  power  and  responsibility  there  were  not  many 
more  friends  than  for  the  (^ne  first  brought  to  e.\'tinction  at  this 
convent  iiui. 

Another  important  revision  affected  the  judiciary  (h'jiartment. 
The  Court  for  the  Correct  ion  of  I*]rrors  was  retained;  the  Supreme 
Court  was  reduced  to  only  thi'ee  memlcrs,  the  chief  justice  and 
two  assistant  justices,  a  right  of  a]»peal  being  given  to  the  Court 
of  Errors.  Circuit  courts  wei'e  established  in  eight  districts,  \v\t\\ 
a  judge  for  eaidi.  The  chancellor  recei\ed  appellate  jurisdiction 
in  equity  cases.  The  mimu'  courts  were  left  as  they  were,  and 
the  judges  of  e^■ery  sort  were  to  be  ap])oiutees  (J  the  governor, 
and  not  subjected  to  election  by  the  ]H'o]»le.  .V  further  sul>ject 
of  vital  interest  and  im jiortance  at  the  convention  of  l.'^21  was 
the  suffrage.    Only  freeht»lders  owning  proiterty  woi'th  at  hnist 
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SI,',")!!  were  allowrd  tlx'  hallnt.  This  was  now  cliaituc*!  so  that  al! 
whitt'  male  citi/AMis  payini:,-  taxes  oi-  i<'iil  to  the  aiiioimt  of  -SlTj 
|)cr  aniniin  coiihl  have  I  lie  t'laiichisc,  and  the  firchohlrrs'  qiiali- 
lication  of  sLMO  ^\•ol•tll  of  }iri;[»i'i  ly  was  rcsti-ictcd  to  nciii-ocs  w  ho 
liail  lu't'ii  citizens  for  thiee  years.  l'i\-e  years  later  tlie  (|iialiti(  a- 
lioii  of  tax  or  rent,  was  removed,  and  suffrage  beeanie  nni- 
\ersal  for  male  winte  citizens. 

The  constitution,  as  thus  amended  in  tliese  and  some  minor 
points,  was  snbnutted  for  adoption  to  tlie  peoph'  in  ]S2i.',  and  i( 
was  ratilied  l»y  a  vote  of  75, 422  to  41,4!*7.  Anion.u  <»ther  minor 
clian.^es,  tlu^  term  of  the  uovernoi-  was  redticed  fron^.  tliree  yeais 
to  two  y<'ai'S,  -^A  liiidi  remained  in  voL;m'  until  1S74,  w  lien  the  three 
years'  term  was  restore,!,  "'['his  con\ention,"  i-emarks  l]d\\ard 
•M.  Sliepard,  was  oiw  of  the  ste]>s  in  the  democratic  march.  Il 
was  called  to  broaden  the  suifraue,  to  break  the  central  source 
of  {)atronaue  at  Alba.n,\',  and  to  etdarue  local  self-administration.'" 
^^'e  have  seen  that  it  accomplished  all  1hr(^e. 

lu  the  election  for  iidNcrnor  in  ]S20,  the  (Miennes  of  Clinton 
put  Vice-President  Tomplvins  in  the  tield  against  him,  and  the 
hitter's  personal  influence  ^^■as  so  ureat  that  Clinton  was  re- 
elected by  only  47,447  ^■otes  over  45,!t00,  a  (piite  ditferent  ])T'opor- 
tion  from  that  of  1S17.  The  i)(»litical  animosity  against  him  con- 
tinued to  *;row,  so  that  in  his  fi-iends  advised  him  not  to 
run  for  the  office,  as  his  re-idection  would  be  im]tossil»le.  ilis 
Zeal  for  the  ^reat  internal  im^jro^'emeiit,  imw  rajtidly  und<M'  way, 
was  tui-ned  aiiainst  him.  on  tiie  ]»lea  that  il  was  |)recipitatin.i.', 
the  State  to  the  briidv  of  baidcruptcy  and  ruin.  Nor  were  the 
n"niocrats  less  ineeti^eil  against  him  by  the  e\'ident  and  con- 
tinued frien(lsln[)  toward  him  of  the  I'ederalist  and  aristocratie 
elements.  Joseph  C.  ^'ates  b.'came  governor  as  the  result  of  the 
•  'lection  in  ls22,  ;ind  his  administration,  beuun  on  Janitary  1. 
IS2:>.  -was  the  first  under  the  revised  constitution. 

•T(»se]»li  Cliristo]iher  Yates  was  born  at  St  h<'nectady  on  Novem- 
ber 0,  17r)S;  he  A\as  a  son  of  Chi'istopher  Yates,  a  brotliei*  of 
llobert  Yates  of  the  earlier  days  of  State  history.    He  studied 
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law  and  pra(.-tu('(]  the  ])i(it'<'ssi()ii  in  his  native  city.  He  \v;i>. 
active'  in  pidcnrinii  the  cstablisliniciil  nf  I'nion  ('()11<'l:,('  there, 
and  is  regarded  as  one  of  its  inninh-rs.  When  Sclienectiidy  \\a> 
incorporated  as  a  city  in  17i>S,  he  became  its  lirsl  mayor.  He 
was  (dected  a  mend)er  of  ihe  State  Senate  in  ISO."),  and  was  ap 
point<'(l  a  jndut'  of  tlie  Sniireme  Conrt  in  ISOS,  a  jxtsition  whii  h 
he  h(dd  for  foniteen  years,  oi'  iinlii  liis  eh'ction  as  governor.  His 
mime  was  nrged  for  t  LnU  ottice  in  1S17,  w  hen  ("linlon  was  (decicd. 
but  he  declined  to  rnn  then.    In  1S22  his  election  was  practically 

nnaiumons,  as  Clinton's  had  been 
ill  1817. 

As  his  administration  was  to 
carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of 
the  m'W  constitntion,  a  host  of 
appointments  fell  to  him.  All 
the  jndiciary  oflicers  had  been 
voted  out  of  their  positions  by 
some  freak  of  animosity  against 
them  in  the  cimvention.  It  was 
i  m  ])  o  s  s  i  b  1  e  to  avoid  giving 
offense,  and  Governor  Yates  in- 
curred nundi  disfavor  from  the 
various  factions  and  parties.  He 
also  took  nnjjojiular  ground  on 
the  new  electoral  laws,  llt^  called 
an  extra  session  of  the  Legislature  to  nmdify  some  of  the  ]iro- 
visions  on  this  snbj<'ct;  l)ui  by  a  large  majority  the  Legislature 
Voted  to  do  no  Inisiness,  and  it  adjourned  after  four  days.  There 
Avas  no  re-(decTion  in  sight  for  the  governo.  after  this,  and  at  the 
expiration  (d'  his  lirm  on  January  I,  1^2'),  he  retired  to  ])ri\ate 
life,  sitendine  the  remainder  of  his  days  at  Schenectady,  where 
he  died  Mar.  h  1!).  1S;!!». 

In  the  nu'antime  the  making  of  the  Erie  T'anal  had  been  going 
on.  \\'ith  ^^'itt  Clinton  as  governor,  ami  elected  in  L'<17  l>y 
so  nnpi-ecedented  a  nnijority  on  that  distinct  issue,  the  work 
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the  canal  \vas  lil<('Iy  to  rcrcivc  cvrvy  ciu'oui.i^ciiicnt,  and  to 
ill-  |iiisln(l  viL:uronsI\-  t(i  its  runiplctidn.  'I'lic  work  lia<l  boon 
(livi(!<'(l  into  llii'.H'  scctiuns:  tin-  Wfstci-n,  Ironi  Lake  ICfic  to  tin' 
S.-nt'i-a  Ki\i'i';  the  middle,  ffoin  t he  Seneca  liivef,  at  the  Monte- 
zuma maislies,  to  rtica;  and  the  eastern,  Iroin  I'tii-a  to  tlie 
.\ll»any  basin.  'I'he  b<»ard  of  commissioners  divi(h'd  tiiese  sec- 
lions  amonu  tliem,  a  portion  lo  each  miinbei',  over  wliiidi  he  ex- 
ercised suiireme  direction. 

As  was  seen,  worlc  commenced  first  on  tlie  mi(hn(^  s(^ction. 
'I'lie  distance  to  be  coveicd  ])\  its  route.  Crom  the  ^bniteziima 
niarshi^'s  to  Ttica,  was  ninety-four  miles.  The  contract  refpiired 
that  sixty  miles  of  it  should  Ite  completed  at  the  end  of  ISlS.  At 
the  end  of  1S17  tifteen  miles  of  it  were  dont'.  About  the  middle  of 
October,  ISllt,  the  wh(de  (d'  the  sectitm  was  finished,  and  boats 
were  sailiuLi,  on  it  on  Octolier  'Jo  and  21,  fnun  Utica  to  Kome.  In 
isi!)  and  1S20  forty-three  miles  of  the  westeiai  section,  mostly 
cast  of  the  (Jenesee  Kiver,  were  placed  under  contract;  and  in 
\s2i)  twenty-six  miles  of  I  he  eiistern  section  were  similarly  con- 
lracte(l  for.  In  November,  1S21,  the  part  between  Utica  and 
Little  I'alls  was  fmisheil,  and  in  1S22  boats  were  aide  to  proceed 

•  in  the  canal  a  distance  of  I  w  o  hnndred  and  twenty  miles. 

About  the  middle  of  Octobei',  lS2o.  the  work  was  practically 
done,  ei^ht  years  three  months  and  lilteen  days  after  the  tirst 
slio\c|fuI  of  eai'lh  ha'1  been  thrown  up.  I'rom  Lake  l']ri<'  to  the 
Hudson  boats  could  be  dra.wn  seventy-ei^lit  feet  lowj;  by  fourteen 
and  a  half  feet  wid(\  havinu  a  draft  of  three  and  a  half  feet,  and 
cajtable  of  carryiuLi'  seventy-li\'e  tons  of  i;()ods  or  ])assenu('rs.  A 
specil  of  two  oi'  tA\-o  atld  a  half  miles  pei-  hour  could  be  realized 
without  harm  to  the  baidvs;  while  one  of  four  mih's  jmu-  hoiii', 
as  .itlaiiied  by  the  passcuL-ei'  jtai  ket,  Mas  m)t  deemed  safe  friuu 
damage.  ( 'oust ructi( ui  went  on  in  dilTerent  foians,  and  by  miimt 
"'I'  subsidiary  im])rovements,  uniil  iS.'Ui,  a.nd  the  cost,  as  then 

•  alculated,  reaidied  the  sum  of  >;7,14;'.TS!t.S(;. 

'I'he  (•(uuj)leted  canal  fi'oni  I'dack  Koidc,  on  Lake  Erie,  to  Albany, 
"11  the  Hudson,  was  three  hundred  and  sixtv-three  miles  hmir.  A 
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sti-ai,ulit  line  bctwicii  the  two  places  would  lia\("  mcasiiici!  iw,, 
iHuidic'd  and  I'oi  t  \ c  mik'.s,  s{»  that  tlic  (k-viatioiis  t  li<  r<'r!  (.iii 
lU'i.-'.'ssitatcd  by  the  nature  of  the  couiiti'v  aud  the  ad\'antai;e  h. 
be  jiaiiK'd  by  natui-al  \\atei  \\"ays  and  vaUeys,  adch'd  one  linndieil 
and  eiii^hteen  miles  lo  the  U'uuth  of.t]ie  strurtnre.  Thei'e  were 
ahuiL!,'  its  whoh'  extent  eii^lit  y-t  hi-ee  huks,  besi(h'S  the  ti\('  double 
hieks  at  Loc]<]Mirt.  The  ]oni;es(  sti-etch  of  canai,  where  no  locks 
wei'O  necessary,  was  that  of  the  so-called  l.<nii;  Level,  lueasurini; 
sixty-nine  and  a  half  miles,  from  Syracuse  to  I'^rankfort  village, 
a  few  niih'S  ea-t  of  I'tica.  It  extends  through  a  part  of  Onondaua 
County,  from  one  end  to  the  other  of  .Madison  ami  <>neida  coun- 
ties, ami  ihrouuli  a  part  of  Herkimer  County,  constituting  one 
of  the  loniiest  unl>rol<en  canals  in  the  world. 

The  locks  at  Lockport  aie  ariioni;'  the  most  remarkable  featui'es 
of  the  canal:  they  are  ten  in  number,  five  for  ascent  and  ti\'e  foj- 
descent,  side  by  si(h'.  The  fall  ov  rise  in  each  is  eleven  feet  nine 
inclies,  so  that  bouts  are  i-aisi-d  or  b>\\ei'ed  nearly  sixty  feet  to 
overcome  the  serious  differeni  e  in  b-vels  between  tlie  llulTalo  ex- 
tremity and  tlie  shores  of  Ontario.  This  really  is  the  obstach-' 
that  Nia}2,ai-a  I'alls  put  in  the  way  (»f  navigation  between  Ontario 
and  l']rie  lakes.  The  hicks  are  ninety  feet  long'  within  the  gates, 
and  fifteen  feet  ^^!de,  c(njstructed  of  linui'stone,  or  sandstone, 
laifl  in  cenuMit. 

Among  othei-  nota1)h'  constructions  are  the  aqueducts  and  em- 
bankments  at  various  ]H!iiits  along  its  course.  ]>y  means  of  the 
foiiuei-  the  canal  ^\■as  carried  bv)dil\'  over  rivers  and  valleys 
The  aqueduct  over  Oak  Orchard  Creek,  in  Orleans  County,  was 
built  of  stone,  and  was  sixty  feet  huig.  Those  over  Mud  Creek, 
neai'  l.y(»ns.  in  \\'a\ne  County,  and  over  tiie  Owasco  outlet  and 
the  Skaneateles  outlet  were  fi-om  one  hundred  to  one  hundred, 
aud  twenty  feet  long.  That  over  th"  ^b)hawk  Kiver,  in  Ib-rkimer 
County,  had  to  be  cai-ried  to  a  lengtli  of  two  hundred  and  four- 
teen feet,  with  a  width  of  I  went  v-four.  Tlu»  un>st  I'emarkable 
aqm'ducts,  howe\-er.  were  the  one  ovei'  the  (ieu<'see  River,  at  tlie 
tlieii  village  of  Kochesti'r,  which  was  seven  hundred  ami  fifty  feet 


TIIK    E-Ml'IRE    STATI::    IN  TI[Ui:i: 


CKNTUIIIKS. 


G9 


\ou'^,  ri'st(Ml  on  twelve  iiiers  and  elevcji  arrlies;  ilie  one  o\'er 
ihi-  Miiliawlc  Kivei',  fonr  miles  nortlieast  of  Selienectad \ .  w  hich 
was  seven  hundred  and  ^orty-ei^ht  feet  ;'nd  the  loiiuest  of 

all  twelve  miles  southeast  of  Seiieiiect ad y,  hrinuin^'  the  canal 
l.ack  over  the  .Mohawlc  once  more,  in  an  a(ine(|,uct  one  thousand 
i.ue  Imndre*]  and  eii^ht \-ei,uh I  feet  lon^. 

The  most  fornndahle  einhanlanent  is  the  one  cari-yinn'  the 
canal  aci'ctss  the  valley  of  the  IrondiMpioit  ("reek,  in  .Monroe 
County,  rising  to  a  liei,i;ht  of  from  forty  to  seventy-six  feet,  aiul 
holdiiiL;  the  waters  of  the  canal  at  this  elevation  for  one  thousand 
six  liumlr(Ml  and  fifty  yards, 
while  a  stone  culvert  beneath 
a  Hows  the  creek  to  pass  on  to 
l-ake  Ontario  unimp(Mle(L  An- 
other enibanknu'nt  of  note  is  to  be 
seen  in  Ibukimer  County,  where, 
fur  sevtM-al  nules,  tlie  caual  is,  as 
it  were,  pi-op])ed  u[»  against  the 
steep  southern  bank  of  the  shal- 
low Mohawk  by  a  single  dyke, 
on  the  top  of  which  is  the  tow- 
path. 

At  either  extremity  of  the 
canal  was  constructed  a  harbor 
oi'  basin.  That  at  Pdaek  Kock,  on 
bake  Erie,  runs  from  south  to  north,  a  <listance  of  foui-  thousand 
live  hundi-ed  and  sixty-fi\-e  yards,  and  is  from  eighty-eight  to  two 
hundred  and  t^\ent_\  yards  wide,  measuring  a  surface  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty-six  acres.  A  nmle  separates  it  from  the 
Niagai'a  IJiver,  but  it  is  open  to  the  lake  at  Hlack  \lnrk.  A 
cotdem]iorary  says  of  the  harbor  at  Albany:  A  basin  has  been 
< '■•n.'-t  met  ed  by  the  cit  izcMis  on.  the  ri  vei'  in  w  hich  all  the  nortliern 
:Mid  western  camil-boats  are  received.  It  consists  (d"  a  jiai't  of  the 
I'lver  included  between  the  shore  and  a  pier  eighty  feet  wide 
fiid  bnir  ihousaud  three  hundi-ed  feel  long.    The  ]>ier  contains 


CiOUVKKNKUR  MOUHIS. 


70 


TIIK    KMI'IUr:    STATi;    IX    TIIRF.K  CENTURIES. 


about  ei^^lit  aci'cs,  on  which  slorcs  Iuinc  hi-rii  built,  and  whi'i'i- 
imnicnsc  (luiinlitics  of  lumber  iind  othoi'  artich's  of  trade  a.re  d^. 
posit<Ml.    Tlie  basin  lias  an  area  (d'  ihiit  v-two  acres." 

Thus  from  oih'  end  of  the  State  to  t  lie  ol  hei'  II  o  wet  I  this  benefi. 
cent  stream  of  water,  i)i-e|tai-ed  lo  larry  the  Nvcaltli  of  the  l\ir 
West  tlii'ou^h  the  N'ery  heart  ol  it.  and  sure  to  de})osit  ^eiiei-ou^ 
projxirlions  thereof  alonu  its  eniii'e  coui'se,  brini;iuu  poimlation 
and  cult i\  at  ion  to  1  he  coni[»a ra  t  i \'el y  uuoccn pied  regions  t hi-ou^h 
which  it  passed.  I'ifieen  counties  b(dield  its  ]»ro^ress  throuuh 
their  territoi-y,  and  were  to  feel  the  ureat  benelits  it  was  cal- 
culated to  bestow.  Skirt  in,u  the  \ery  ed^c  of  l-hio  Couidy  on 
the  west  and  north,  the  canal  struck  biddly  across  Niagara's 
eastern  corner,  then  went  from  end  to  end  directly  across  Oi-leans 
and  3b»nroe,  and  obli(]Uely  ihrou^h  nearly  the  ^^■hole  lenulh  of 
AN'ayne.  Then  dipi)inu  slii^htly  iido  Scnu'ca,  it  traversed  narrow 
Cayu^ua,  crosse<l  <)nondai;a  at  its  very  center,  and  ^ladisoii  in  its 
lioi'thei'ii  [);irts. 

.Makiuij,  a  bold  curve  throUi;h  ()nei(b)  County,  it  ti'aversed  Her- 
kimer at  its  southern  and  widest  part,  [lassed  tlirouj^h  tlie  center 
of  Montj^tjniei'j  ami  Schenectady  counties,  and  after  a  slight  ex- 
cursion inU)  Saratoga  emied  its  career  in  Albany  ('ounty  at  Al- 
bany city.  One  word  t(dls  w  hat  thet-anal  has  (b)ne  for  t he  State : 
\\'hen  it  beiian  io  lloat  the  ai'^osies  of  commi'i'ce  fi'om  the  ^Vest- 
ern  htkes  to  the  Hudson  and  the  ocean,  there  were  as  yet  no  cities 
of  r>ulT;!lo,  Lock]Mirt,  Rochester,  Syracuse.  Home,  ("tica,  Tohoes, 
or'I'roy.  It  had  not  been  in.  operat  ion  ten  yeai'S  when  these  ])laces 
liad  ad\ance(I  fiom  the  stai^c  of  mei-e  hamlets  oi-  villages  to  a 
proud  and  prospei-ous  citylnx!  1,  and  u(»inu'  on  to  \aster  possibili- 
ties (jf  size,  and  wealth,  and  industi'y  \\itli  the  advent  of  the  rail- 
road. 

It  was  proyx'i'  that  the  conii»letion  of  so  ureat  an  enter])rise 
should  be  celebr.itcil  w^th  some  A  A\eek  after  the  liuish- 

iuiX  sti-oke  had  been  put  to  it,  I  )e  ^\'it  I  Clinton  I'ejtairtMl  to  llulTah' 
to  take  p;vi*t  in  the  cerenioides  that  had  !>eeu  arranp,(Ml.  and  w  hich 
Avere  to  embi'ace  the  entir<'  lenu,th  of  tlu^  now  navigable  coui'se 
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from  tlio  lakes  to  tlic  Atlantic  Ocean.  It  was  a  ha)»]>y  circum- 
stance that  the  cliiet'  promoter  of  the  enter[)rise  was  now  ai;ain 
governor  of  the  J^tate,  and  was  thus  j^iven  tlie  ciiief  place  in  tlie 
(■(•h'I)ration.  Tlie  bitterness  of  partisan  hatred  which  had  made 
it  inexpedient  for  Mr.  ( dinton  to  solicit  a  re-election  in  ISI'L*,  o\-ei'- 
i'ea(died  itself  in  On  Ajnil  12  of  that  vcar  the  S<-iiate,  i>v  a 

V(de  of  twenty-one  t(»  tln-ee,  and  the  Assenddy  by  one  of  sixt\'- 
four  to  thirty-four,  removed  him  from  tlie  oflice  of  canal  comnds- 
sioner. 

It  was  a  i)iece  of  }»etty  s[»i1e.  and  had  been  sjuainu'  upon  the 
Leiiislatur<'  almost  unaware,  so  that  it  was  itself  sui-pris(Ml  at 
the  result  of  the  vote.  Uut  the  tri(  "  aroused  a  storm  of  indig- 
nation which  i>roduced  a  political  revolution,  and  at  the  election 
the  same  yeai'  carried  the  intended  victim  l)ack  into  the  executive 
chair  by  sixt<^en  thousand  three  hundred  and  lifty-nine  majority 
o\er  Samuel  Vounu-,  one  of  his  most  virulent  assailants."  Thus 
the  ele(dion  of  ("liutou  in  1S24  was  the  rewanl  of  his  devotion  to 
the  cause  of  internal  improvement,  which  his  eiu'ndes  had 
thouj;ht  to  re(juite  so  meanly.  Again  was  he  eh'ftcd  in  IS^G,  and 
had  just  entered  up(»n  the  second  year  of  his  fourth  tcnni,  when, 
on  February  11,  1S2S,  he  died.  A  few  weeks  more  he  would  have 
reached  the  ago  of  fifty-inne  years,  but  his  ])ublic  car<'('r  had  ex- 
teudcd  over  nearly  forty  years  of  his  limiti-d  lifetime. 

On  October  2G,  1S2.'),  the  cehd. ration  of  the  comphdion  of  the 
Erie  Canal  began  at  I'.uffalo.  A  barge  name<l  the  "  Seneca  (ddef," 
beautifully  decorate(l  with  flags  and  drawn  by  four  powerful 
gi'ay  horses,  was  ])rovided  for  the  con\'<'yauce  <d"  a  dist  inguishcil 
party.  It  consisted  (d'  the  gttvertior  and  licutenaid-go\ ci  nor  of 
the  State,  Oenerals  w^teidieu  \an  Kenssolaci'  and  Solomon  van 
Iv'ensselatn*.  William  I..  St(m<'.  editor  id  the  New  York  ('niiinn  rcial 
Atlnrfisrr,  and  other  gentlemen  from  the  metropolis.  A  nuuibci' 
of  invited  guests,  both  ladies  and  gentlemen,  Avere  distributed 
anumg  the  other  boats  of  the  flotilla. 

One  boat,  called  ''Noah's  Aik,"  cai*ri(^d  a  number  of  animals, 
representative  (d  the  fauna  of  the  far  westei'u  jxirtion  of  the 
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state,  as  well  as  two  nicmlx-rs  of  the  Sciicca  nation,  whoso 
habitat  hr.d  alw  ays  been  at  th"  cxtroiiio  western  end  of  the  "  f.oiii;- 
House''  of  the  live  Nations.  At  ten  o'clock  tiie  pT-ocession 
started,  the  siuiial  beinu  the  booiiiinu  of  a  caniKni.  Tlie  sound  of 
it  was  no  sooner  he;\r<l  at  the  next  jioijit,  where  a  cannon  was 
stationed,  tlian  it,  too,  was  iiinnediately  tired,  and  cannons  hav- 
inii'  thus  been  iilanted  at  places  within  earshot  of  each  other 
as  far  down  as  New  ^'ork  Cily,  the  fact  that  the  start  had  been 
made  was  known  there  an  hour  and  a  half  after. 

Tims  eoniinenced  a  joyous  procession  all  alon.u'  the  course  of 
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the  canal.  I^ir  lon.u' distances  the  .uayly  decorate(l  flotilla  would 
i;lide  tlirouiih  dense  forests,  or  throUL^h  uninteresting  marshes, 
■when  the  hum  of  con\ersation,  or  shouts  of  hilarity,  oi-  sti-ains  of 
martial  bands  \\(uild  break  the  silence  of  the  unbr(dven  solitude. 
I'ut  occasionally,  thonuh  then  so  infre(]U<'ntly,  a  hamlet  or  \il- 
laij'e  would  be  passed,  ami  !hen  festi\'ity  would  reipTi  on  the 
banks,  as  well  as  on  the  boats.  At  lJo(di(^ster,  still  in  a  feebh^ 
state,  but  promising-  much  e\-en  then,  there  was  a  cerenionious 
rece](tiou.  in  whicdi  certain  queries  and  I'osponses  ^vere  ex- 
(dianued.  which  mi^lit  have  Imd  more  a\- it  in  them.   The  villa ;j,ers 
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had  i»i'«'])ar(Ml  a  canal  boat  to  join  tlio  tlijtilla  froni  lUilTah*,  do- 
iiiiiiiinatcd  the  "  Voiuiu  Linn  of  tlie  West,"  cany  in:;-  in  tiai)])y 
!iinl  jircsuniably  innocuous  juxtaposition  several  (liKstini;tiisheil 
i^ciit lenien,  two  livinu  wolves,  a  fawn,  a  fox,  foui-  raccoons,  and 
two  eagles,"  noi'  is  it  nia<le  clear  whether  the  ti'iia  gentlemen  is 
meant  to  be  ai)i)lied  to  all  these  i)arties  oi'  not. 

So  nierrih'  wetit  the  tieet,  (h)un  locks  and  up  locks,  through 
Syiactiso,  and  IJonio.  and  Utica,  all  viila.ues,  but  destined  to  be 
iiiatle  cities  b}'  these  helpful  waters  tlowiui;-  slu<.;uishly  i)ast  them 
r»eaiinii'  the  jovial  crowd.  Next  came  the  unsui'])assed  scenery 
of  the  lower  Mohawk,  the  old  stone  church  at  llerldmer  lookinti; 
down  iijton  the  straniic  turmoil  of  moving  gladness,  as  it  had 
]o(ik<'d  ni»on  the  sad  march  of  Ilerldmer's  nuui  to  the  death-trap 
at  Oriskany. 

After  the  bold  rocks  at  Little  I'alls,  ami  the  softly  stei)ping 
down  the  successive  locks,  no  event  of  m)te  wouhl  mark  the  jour- 
ney until  th<^  first  city  on  the  route  was  reache(L  Sclumectady 
could  not  btit  welcome  tlie  distinguished  party,  and  even  ex- 
(loveruor  Yates  could  forget  p(/litical  autag(uiisms  ami  greet 
witli  cordiality  his  successor,  wliose  trinmpli  this  event  certainly 
was.  Albany,  the  capital  and  the  terminus  of  the  artificial  pas- 
sageway, gave  an  a^tpropriate  and  royal  recei)tion.  People  had 
come  here  from  every  part  of  northern  New  Yorlv,  and  even  fi'om 
Canada,  to  honor  the  occasion.  Tlie  governor  and  his  retinue 
of  passengers  were  escorted  to  the  ca])itol  by  a  grand  civil  and 
iiiilitary  procession,  where  si)eeches  ami  a<ldresses  c(debrated  the 
day.  Meanwhile  b(dls  rang  and  cannon  boomed  all  day,  and  at 
night  the  city  was  in  a  blaxe  of  light. 

And  now  began  the  ]irogress  to  New  York  City  down  the  Hud- 
son. IMie  Seneca  Chief  and  all  the  i-est  were  towned  down  the 
liver  by  several  steamboats,  of  whicdi  the  "  riiancellor  Tiiving- 
^toii"  was  ruade  tlu^  tlagsliip.  To  luu'  (Jovern(U-  Clinton  and  the 
"tlier  guests  W(U'e  miw  transferi'ed.  l^arly  on  tli(>  morning  of 
N'ovember  4,  1S2."),  the  fleet  fif  canal  ami  steamboats  arrived  off 
^'leenwich  Mllag(\  New  Y(^rk  City,  say  about  m  Iu'I-c  Christopher 
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Street  ferry  is  now.  No  sooner  was  this  Icnown  tlian  all  ilic  bells 
in  the  city  were  set  to  riuLiin.^.  Later  t  he  ror[»orat  ion  of  t  he  ciiy 
came  to  uT'eet  t  he  ^(>vornoi'  on  a  st caincr  <if  t  heir  own.  To  which  h  - ■ 
was  ti-ansfeii-eil.  Then  all  the  tloet  were  takon  to  Sandy  Hook, 
and  (iovei-nor  ( 'lintoii  soleinidy  enipticcUa  small  kvj:  of  la-ie  Lake 
water  into  the  ocean,  to  sMiiholizc  the  niarriauc  of  the  western 
lakes  to  t  h(-  Atlantic,  'rakeii  hack  to  t  he  city,  the  ]iai-t  \  joine(|  a 
grand  procession  nules  lonn,  were  eonAcyeil  to  the  ('ity  Hall,  re- 
galed witli  Innt  heou  and  sjieecdies  gahu-e,  while  illiiniinations  and 
fireworks  of  un]i7'ecedente<t  niagnilicence  and  beauty  litly 
crowned  a  day  never  to  be  forgotten  in  the  history  of  the  State. 

The  effects  ujton  the  business  and  i)ros[)erity  of  the  State  from 
the  Erie  Canal  wer<'  not  slow  in  manifesting  themselves.  In  lS'2-\ 
the  tolls  collected  on  the  then  incomjdete  Erie  and  the  completed 
Champlain  ("anal  amounted  to  si  1)9, (io."). OS.  In  1820  the  figure 
had  risen  to  .sKiil.OOO,  and  in  1S27  to  .^snt),!)!)!).  In  1S(U;  tlie  annnint 
was  .'?3,9()G,322.52.  Even  in  1S72,  witii  the  raili'oads  in  full  ojtera- 
tion  around  it,  tlie  value  of  the  goods  transporti'tl  on  the  Erie 
Canal  alone  wa.s  represented  by  .*?1<;S,00(),OUO.  Tlie  amount  of 
tonnage  which  the  Erie  Canal  \\  as  ca]>able  of  transporting  was 
put  at  over  three  millions:  in  is:^t;  the  tonnage  actually  passing 
through  it  was  reported  at  411), 120;  while  in  1800  it  was  2,.")2:5,Oni. 

Nor  was  i(  eidy  dead  freight  which  the  canal  conA"ey(Ml.  It  was 
made  to  take  the  [)lace  of  the  high-roatls  on  land,  and  was  nnn  h 
preferred  as  a  mode  of  travel.  I'acket-lioats  were  run  lifted  u]) 
comfortably  for  passengers,  di-iwn  by  three  or  four  horses,  di  i\eii 
tandem,  Avhich  n\aile  a  si)eed  of  six  miles  an  houi-.  The  stage 
coach  c(»uld  nol  compete  either  in  s])eed  or  comfort  Avitli  sutdi  a 
rival.  Long  after  railroads  were  i!i  vogm-,  these  pa(d;ets  were 
still  popular,  and  the  increasing  sti-eanis  of  immigrants  down  to 
18,j0,  an<l  even  later,  jiassed  ou  to  their  far  western  d<'srinations 
in  Ohio,  "Miidiigan,  Iowa,  and  ^\'isconsin  ihrouiih  tliis  con\'einent 
artery  of  traHic  It  is  no  wondei-  man\-  a  c(-n){)any  <lropped  otT 
by  the  way  and  helped  to  inakc  citi<'s  of  Ctica,  and  Syracuse,  and 
Rochester,  and  IIulTalo. 
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On  iiinuy  (ucasioiis  at'icr  tli<'  f.>iiii;il  dpcninu  in  ISL',",  and  the 
real  cdiniilction  in  ]s;!(;,  t  lie  sultjc'  t  >>[  cnlai-^cniciil  was  agitated, 
\i(lri!  (ui,  juit  down,  ,nid  pnl  I  liiniiL;li,  so  tiiat  liy  Dcccinhci' 
l>t;(;,  the  cost  of  tlic  cidaiucnuMil  liad  iiin  uji  to  ><."t:l,OSU,(;  1  ;;.S(I, 
u  hirli  is  inoif  than  four  limes  the  original  cost.  Tin'  two  items 
to^etlier  make  a  vast  sum;  l»nl  it  is  stated  on  L';ood  antlimit y 
1  lia  t  t  he  ureal  sums  sjieiil  on  {  he  ca  na  1  liav<'  been  I  n  I  ly  re])a  id  I  o 
tlie  State,  "Mxith  an  excess  of  ()()!), OitO  in  addilion  to  cost  of 
su|ii'rintein!en(  ('  ami  rejiaiis."  Of  ct»nrse,  the  ad\('nt  of  the  rail- 
roads Mas  bound  to  lessen  tlie 
iniportanco  of  the  canals  as  a 
source  «tf  income.  Tn  1SS2  The 
|>eople  of  the  State,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  over  three  hundred 
thousand,  vote(l  to  abolish  all 
t(»ils,  making  the  canals  as  frei' 
as  the  lii_uh\vays.  and  then  the 
lonnai;e  on  all  the  canals  had 
<<)me  to  be  reduced  to  live  niil- 
iii'Us.  Unhai)]iily  the  canals 
have  continue<1  to  ]day  a  part 
ill  politics,  and  to  tem]tt  the 
veiml.  so  that  i;rave  scandals 
have  time  and  a^ain  sh(tcked 
I  he  conmuinity.  Even  the  latest 
elect idii  for  a  <idveriior  of  the  State  \\as  made  to  turn  largely 
upon  the  promise  to  iuvestiuate  one  of  t liese  scandals. 

'rin-  o\-ershado\vinL;  im])ortance  of  the  i^reatest  canal  of  all 
iiMisI  not  ])i'event  us  from  turniiiL;'  also  to  the  int(M'estinu  story 
of  the  numy  othei.s,  some  of  \\  hicli  are  still  us  to-day,  and. 

sonm  of  whi(di  are  no  moi-e.  As  we  saw,  the  conce]>rion  of  a  canal 
•  onnectinu  f^ake  rhampl;M'ii  with  the  Hudson  was  simultaneous 
with  that  of  tin'  Erie  ('anal.  The  "  Norrlu'rn  Inland  Lo(  k  Navi- 
gation r'oni]»any,"  oi'uaiuzed  at  the  sanu'  tinu'  with  the 
"Western,"  in  171>2,  accomplished  nothing;-.    E.uf  in  all  the  steps 
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leadiiii;  u])  to  (lie  l>iiil(liii,u  of  the  Eric  Canal,  tin-  <'lia)ii|ilaiii 
Canal  was  Invariahl \  included.  Tlius  tlic  law  (*r  Ain  il  l.").  Is]  7, 
mentioned  abo\-e,  antlioiized  the  I>(.Liinnin.u  of  work  on  ilie  |p;iri 
of  Chaniidain,  hetweeii  I'ort  IMward,  on  the  Ilndson.  and  the 
month  (d'  Wood  Creek  ar  t  he  head  (d'  thy  lake.  The  same  year  t  lie 
contracd  ^Nas  ](d  out,  hut  \\-ork  was  not  Ix'uun  till  June,  ls]S. 
This  jiai-t  was  linislied  iii  (>ri(d)er,  181!).  Near  the  end  of  1s2l' 
boats  were  sailiuu-  from  tin*  lake  to  ^^'a1el•ford,  alio\-e  Tr(»y,  and 
in  September,  1S2:5,  the  (^dire  canal  was  (•oniid<de(l. 

Stai'tinij,'  from  the  head  of  slooj)  naviuation  on  Lake  Cham]dain, 
it  follows  (  los(dy  the  course  of  ^^'ood  Cre<d<:  as  far  as  I'ort  Anne. 
It  c-r()sses  the  table  land  there  rea(dieil,  rising  by  six  hxdcs  and 
descendinii  l)y  <deven,  the  summit  1e\«d  Immuu,-  twelve  miles  loni;. 
The  Hudson  liivei-  is  used  below  I'crt  ICdward  foi-  a  distance  of 
eii^ht  miles  above  I'ort  ^lillei*.  Ileri-  it  leaves  the  river  f(U'  a  mile 
and  a  half  on  the  east,  returns  io  it  and  utilizes  it  for  three  miles 
more,  then  leaves  it  on  the  westein  hawk  and  follows  it  on  a 
level  seventeen  miles  lom;',  from  Schu>lei-ville  down.  At  Grand 
Jniiction,  ei^ht  ami  a  half  miles  north  <d'  Albany,  it  joins  the 
Erie  Canal.  Its  entire  lenuth  is  sixty-four  nules,  so  that  Erie 
exceeds  it  by  ahnost  three  hnndi-ed  miles.  I'orty-six  or  seven 
miles  of  it  is  an  artiticdal  waterway;  about  seventeen  nules 
of  it  the  natural  streams  are  titilized,  six  miles  of  '\\'ood  Creek 
and  eleven  miles  of  the  llutlson.  The  couidi(\s  it  passes  thi'ouuh 
are  Washinut on,  8;arato;.;a.  an<l  Albany.  Its  cost  of  constrn*  tion 
was  S87."», ()()() ;  and  tiie  lenuth  of  mivi.uatiou  it  alTonls,  from  the 
nn)tith  (d"  the  Hudson  to  St.  Johns,  on  the  Sor(d  Kiver,  north  <d 
Lake  Cliamidaiii.  is  three  hundred  and  forty-jdne  miles. 

The  DswcL'o  T'anal  is  thirtA'-ei^ht  miles  lonu,  and  runs  from 
Syracuse  to  ()swep,o,  on  Lake  Ontario.  Its  liui,u(>st  stretch  as  an 
nrtifu'lal  waterAA'ay  is  from  Syracnseto  the  Sen<M  a  Ri\-er,  skirting 
the  northerly  shore  of  Omuidaua  Lalce.  After  that  it  di]is  into 
and  out  of  the  ()sa\(\i;()  ITner  as  o])]iorfuidty  will  ]»ermif,  until  it 
reaches  its  terminus.  It  runs  throuuh  only  the  two  counties  of 
Onondaua  and  Osweiio.    ft  w^is  finished  in  1S2!).  and  a  contem- 
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j.iii-arv  writ<'S  Tiiat  In-  A\-as  i-imfiili'Dt  that  rli<'  \-illai:(/  "of  Oswf^'o 
wdiiM  Ik-  ••  L;i-<-ar!y  '•nlai  :^<  <l  "  a<  a  i'i/>iilr. 

Aiii'lli''!'  ^Iiui'i  si  nict  life  is  the  Cayiina  aijil  Si-ii'M-a  ("jual.  Ii 
taki'S  its  start  ai  ("ifiic\-a,  aii'l  iln-n  al'iim  tln'  iiori  '-ml 

of  I.a.k*.'  Sciicca  to  till'  M'ltitfzinna  ma  r-liis,  a.  ili^tain'-  nt.' 
1  liii-!(M-ii  miles.  If'-n-  it  turns  sliai-{il\-  uoi-t h waril  aiiil  jiioi-ci-iN 
aloiiu-  tli<'  ''a^ti-iii  iiia_i-,L;iii  of  ilic  iiiai-slif-s  f:)i-  li\-o  mil'-s,  till  it 
rcaclif-s  tli(/  Eriy-  ('anal.  It  all'oi-ds  a  l<-n^fli  <if  navigation,  iu- 
I  linlin.u'  ^^eufca  Lala*.  of  fifty-tv>-o  n!il<-s.  TIm-  Ulai  k  llivoi-  Canal 
also  makes  runnoi-tiun  with  tli<-  Krif.  lli.'^^inninc;  at  Homo  it 
skirts  tlio  lUai-k  Kivor  to  Lyon"s  I'alls.  In  l^i'O  a  <;anal  in  that 
scrtion  was  still  in  i-ontoniplation,  an<l  an  '-ntiri'ly  difforcnt  rniitc 
was  }iro[tr)Sf'<l.  Tli<-  canal  Avas  to  follow  \\'cst  Canada  Crock  to 
Imlian  Kivo]',  throni^h  Black  Lak'-  to  Ogdonsbnr.u,  ami  cf^mmu- 
nicatc  with  the  St.  La\\  ronco  thero. 

Still  anotln-r  canal,  in  tho  c-ntivil  \i;\rr  of  yf-w  ^'firk,  bnt  south 
•  if  the  ICrie,  ^va.s  the  Chenan^^o  Canal.  It  \\'as  really  a  more-  for- 
miilabh-  constrm-tion.  lonLioi-  by  thirty-ono  mih-s  tha.n  tho  Chain- 
]»lain.  It  conuc^cted  Utim  on  tin-  Erio  ("anal,  oi-  Mohaudc  Kiver, 
with  r;in2lianiton  on  the  I)i'lawaro,  and  cover<-d  a  distam-e  of 
ninety-five  miles.  It  was  forly-.six  f^et  '.vidiO,  or  six  fc-el  in  excoss 
"f  Kri(-  at  Tliat  time,  with  a  depth  of  fora-  and  a.  half  b-et,  and  had 
'III''  hiinrlred  and  five  lock.s.  It.s  cost  A\'as  t^vo  millions  of  dollars; 
v\  as  bei^im  in  1S34:  and  finislied  in  ISoT,  \\'hile  fonr  i-onnties  wen- 
traversed  by  it:  Oneida.  Madison,  ('hen.in^n.,  ami  J'roome.  The 
(■ompetition  and  .siiperini- adviinta.ires  of  railroad  trafiic,  llowe^■el•. 
caused  it  to  be  abandonecL  Smdi.  als(j,  A\'as  the  fate  of  several 
ot!i(  r  canals  in  Wr-stern  New  Yoik  :  th"  Oneida.  Lake,  the  Ch  uc- 
••^ee  ^'alley.  the  CheniuiiL'',  and  the  Crooked  Lak<-  canals.  They 
'vere  built  at  various  da.tes  between  rbe  years  Is.31  and  ls.~0.  The 
tntad  COST  of  all  the.se  canaLs  (.since  the  Erie  and  (,'hamplaiij  t  v.-as 
■^i:T.~.-^i,422. 

There  remains  to  be  mentioned  one  imjtr.rtanT  canal.  .<till  in 
oi>eration,  in  an  entirely  difi'erent  part  of  the  State,  and  con- 
structed by  ])rivate  enterprise,  only  sli;:litly  aided  by  the  public 
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treasnry.  This  is  the  Ddawai'r  nii<l  IIihIsoi!  ("anal.  It  Ix'-ins 
at  Eddy's  Lamliiiu,  in  I'Istcr  <  "ouiity,  live  miles  from  the  iikmiiIi 
of  Koiidoul  Creek,  w  iicre  is  located  the  cily  of  Kiiiusloii.  \\ 
foUous  the  course  of  tiie  ci'eel>:,  continually  crossing'  to  one  siiji' 
oi*  t  he  ot  her,  ns  far  as  W'awai-sin^;  I  Im'u  it  pidci'cds  to  t  he  hordei  ^ 
of  Sulli\'an  ("ounl\,  still  sotit  hwesterly  aloni;  a  hranch  of  Kun 
(lout.  Almost  at  the  h' tuiularics  of  Siilli\<in  it  rises  to  the  sum 
mit  le\('l,  which  is  li\-e  Iiundied  and  f(Uty  feet  alto\-e  tidewaiei- 
in  the  Hudson.  Ilaxin^-  tra\('rsed  this  elevated  ground  it  de 
scends  toward   the  Delaware  ahuii;   JSaslier's  Kill  jind 

Xeversiidv  l{i\er,  a  tribulai'y  of  the  Delaware,  thus  ])assim: 

throUL;h  OranL;e  ('(>uut_\-  weslwai'd  of  ilic 
Shaw  an.mnik    Mountains,  aiiproachi 
the  D(daware  at  I'oi  t  -Jervis. 

llei-e  the  caiial  makes  a  sudden  tuiai 
from  a  generally  sout  li\\-estei-ly  direc- 
tion, hit  lu'rto  [)Uisued,lo  a  uort  hw  csterl  \ 
oue,  keei>iu,i;  on  the  left  haid';  of  1  he  I  )ela- 
ware  and  fidhtwiuu  it  u|t-slream  foi- 
twenty  miles,  when  it  crosses  the  i-i\'er 
and  follows  the  Laxawaxen,  in  I'ennsyl 
vania,  as  far  as  Honr'Sdale.  l!ei-e  it  teiminates,  and  a  I'ailroad 
fifteen  miles  loni;-  continues  its  n-acli  into  the  coal  nnne  distii«  t. 
Its  entire  length  is  one  hundred  and  six  nules,  ei_^hty-four  of 
which  are  in  New  York  State.  It  has  sixty  stone  lotdcs,  whei-eliy 
it  accom  jtlislies  a  lot;il  rise  and  fall  of  one  t  liousand  foui-  hundred 
and  thirty  feet.  Its  cost  was  two  ndllions  of  dollars,  the  l)urdeii 
(if  \\hi(di  was  borne  by  a  piMNale  coni]>any,  with  sli;.:ht  aid  from 
tlie  State.  It  was  in  o[)eralion  as  early  as  1Sl*!»,  the  purims*-  o!' 
it  beini:  to  su[»])ly  New  York  ("ily  and  the  towns  alonn'  tin-  Hud- 
son with  coa.l  and  toin\  ite  naviuatien  to  our  State. 

^Teanwliile  history  had  not  been  standing  si  ill  while  i  he  canals 
were  luakiuL'.  aiid  many  (neiits  crowd  unon  the  attention  for 
brief  nn-ntion  durinu'  the  remainder  of  this  (diajiter.  The  enthu- 
siastic (>\'ation  whi(di  a  ]ieople,  grateful  foi'  ins  services,  L;a\'e  to 
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I,;if;i \  t'tt('  in  cvriy  part  (if  t he  (•(Mint r_\  (lui-in,u  his  \  isil  in  t he  vciU's 
ISL'J  and  ISlTt,  l)i'i;an  at  New  York  City,  lie  arrived  in  tlic 
rpi'cr  r»ay  <»ii  AnL;usl  lo,  ISL'I,  and  was  ciitci'taincd  duiini;  tliat 
(list  ni,ulit  at  the  ((Minti'v  scat  of  N'icc-l'rcsidcnt  'i'oinpkins,  on 
Statcn  Island.  While  he  ^\■as  innocently  sleej>iii^  t  hei-e,  dream- 
ing not  at  all  of  what  was  coiiiin^,  a  nia^iiiticent  i-eeejifion  was 
planned  ami  prepared  for  in  the  city,  N\hich  l)(\uan  with  a  mi\al 
and  land  para(,le  iu  nmrinn^u.  At  Albany  ai;ain  he  was  re- 
(■ei\('d  by  the  ^'icc-l'resident.  Aft(-'r  a  tonr  eastward  and  a  N  isit 
to  the  South,  he  went  t(j  see  the  nt'W  connl]-y  at  the  AN'est,  and 
slopptd  at  many  a  })lace  of  budding  promise  in  our  own  common- 
wealth of  New  York,  where  but  the  wilderness  ])revailed  when  he 
was  last  in  the  land  in  17S4.  At  I'.nlTalo  he  nu't  the  fannms 
Indian  warrior  Ked  Jaidxet,  ^^■Llom  he  had  met  in  council  at  I'ort 
Schuyler  in  that  year. 

An  incident  not  so  [ileasant  was  the  anti-Masonic  agitation 
W"hi(di  ai'ose  over  1  he  abduction  ami  su])iiosed  mui'der  of  William 
Morgan,  in  Sei>tember,  ISlMi.  ?*Ior:L;an  \\as  a  nali\'e  of  Mr^inia, 
born  there  about  1774,  and  A\  as  a  l)ricklayer  and  stonemason  by 
trade.  He  emigrated  from  \'iri;inia  and  settled  at  Koidu'ster 
about  1821.  In  iSL'ti  he  w  as  livinu  at  liatavia,  in  (  u'liesee  County, 
in  very  i-educed  circumsrances,  boi-dei-inu  on  iiau]>erism.  Here 
lie  f(dl  in  witli  a  ju-inter.  lie  \\  as  ;i  niembei-  of  the  Society  of  l^ree 
.Masons,  having'  attaine(l  ilic  IJoyal  Ar(di  decree.  l-'or  some 
reas(ui  he  made  up  his  mind  to  \ioIate  his  .Alasonic  vows,  and 
announced  that  he  was  \vritinu  a  book  in  \\hi(di  he  would  expose 
to  t  he  world  all  t  he  secrets  of  t  he  onler.  'L'his  naturally  produce(l 
immense  consternat  ion  amoUL;-  its  ranks. 

Mor<j,an's  diar'acter  was  seriously  assailed;  he  was  ai-rested  in 
n  civil  suit,  and  obstacles  thiown  in  the  A\  ay  of  his  ndease,  but  his 
printer  went  on  his  bail  and  he-  A\as  allowed  To  leave  the  jail. 
'I!ds;ill  occnrreil  at  I5ata\ia  in  July.  lS"J(i.  On  Sunday,  Septem- 
'•er  to,  an  application  for  .Moruan's  arrest  was  made  at  ("anau- 
daiuua,  the  seat  of  <  >ntario  County.  The  (diari^c  was  stealing  a 
^Idrl.    He  was  thus  L^ot  out  (;f  (Jenesee  ('(Uiuty  into  a  region 
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where  lie  was  a  sti-a ii.ucr.    P.iit  he  pniveil  to  the  iiinuist rat c  at 
raiiaii<hii_mia  tliat  he  had  only  borrowed  lh<'  shirt,  and  he 
(lischari;('<l.    He  was  ininiediat(d y  i-e-arreste(I  for  a  (h-ht  of  t\\«. 
(htlhirs  by  one  of  tlie  pai-ties  who  liad  aciused  hini  of  the  Ihcfi 
On  beinL;  aiipi'ehemh'd  he  olTri-e<l  his  vo:\{  to  tlie  eonslaljh',  bin 
it  was  (h'clined,  and  lie  was  taken  to  Jail. 

On  Tuesday  e\'enin_u,  Sept eiidx'r  1'2,  at  nine  o'clock  at  niulit. 
he  was  let  out  of  jail  by  the  ki'ejx'r's  wife,  when  he  was  ininn  - 
diately  seized,  i)ul  into  a  coach  ami  di-i\'en  to  IJoihester.  Tlienci' 
by  raj)i(l  sta,U('S  and  relays  of  fiesh  liorses  aloni;  the  route,  show- 
inii'  evident  i)ronieditation  in  the  lno^•enH'nt,  he  A\as  driven  in 
]^ocd<i)ort,  to  Lewiston,  on  the  Niai^.ara,  and  so  to  I'ort  Xiai^ara. 
at  its  nn)uth.  lie  v\-as  rowed  ovi  r  to  the  Canada.  sh(»re,  anil 
shown  to  many  ]»ersons,  an<l  then  taken  back  a^ain  to  the  fori, 
where  he  was  locked  in  an  eni[)ty  maj^azine.  This  occurred  on 
Se])tend)er  14.  After  this  no  trace  of  Moi-i^an  could  be  finind, 
and  no  proof  of  foul  play  was  ever  obtained,  but  cii'cumstances 
pointed  strongly  to  the  suspicion  that  he  was  drowned  in  the 
iS'iagar-a's  swift  current  on  the  night  of  Sejitembcr  10,  lS2(i. 

This  outrage — tor  it  was  su(  h  even  if  the  linal  act  was  nevei' 
perjietrated — aroused  an  immense  ajitagoidsm  to  the  Masonic 
fraternit}',  and  the  ever  facile  ])oliti(  ian  ar  once  made  use  of  ii 
for  his  purposes.  It  was  gi-ist  to  the  mill  of  the  inveterate  ene 
niies  of  De  Witt  Clinton  in  Now  York,  A\ho  occu]>ie(l  a  high  ])Iac( 
anudig  the  ^Masons.  ^\'h(Ml  the  body  of  Moi'gan  was  called  for, 
a  body  of  soum'  one  was  n-adily  In-onght  b)rth,  and  was  made  tc 
l)ose  as  the  genuine  artitde;  but  the  trick  seenu'd  to  ha\'e  been 
such  a  pali)able  one,  and  the  contention  so  insincere,  that  the 
famous  Albany  editor,  Tliui-low  ^Veed,  a  leading  agitator  against 
Clinton  an<l  the  Masons,  afterward  bluntly  remarked  that  the 
body  trumi»ed  up  foi'  ])olitical  uses  "  \\  as  a  good  t'nougli  .Morgan 
till  after  (dection."  The  agitation  canu'  too  lat<'  to  prevent  ("lin- 
ton's  return  to  the  (diair  in  ISLNi,  and  on  January  1,  1S27,  he 
entered  upon  his  othce  for  ih"  last  linu'.  IWdoi'e  it  was  possilde 
to  test  his  strength  again,  in  1S2S,  he  had  passed  away  from  the 
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vcciu'S  of  cartli  \vlii<-li  had  so  oi'tcn  Immmi  scenes  of  contlict  and 
turmoil  for  liini.  lie  die(l  suddenly  of  heart  disease  on  I'ehruary 
II,  IS'JS. 

And  now  comes  to  the  foreground  a  inosl  in ( crest  iuLi,  limirc  in 
New  ^"ork  ])olitics,  one  of  the  four  sons  (d'  oii.r  Stale  \\1m»  ha\'c 
oicii|ti<Ml  the  exalted  station  ol'  I'ri  sident  of  the  I'nited  States, 
and  one  of  the  two  win;  have  e\-er  been  diiectly  elect<'d  to  that 
position.  In  the  autumn  of  fSL'S  iheic  were  three  candidat<-s  in 
the  race  for  governor :  .Martin  \'an  Huren,  standinu  for  that  fac- 
tion in  the  Reituljlican  party  i  not  yet  called  I  )<'niocra t s  |  wlios<' 
idol  was  (ieiieral  Jackson;  Smith  Thompson,  who  led  the  forces 
of  what  was  called  the  National  h'ei)ul)licans,  or  the  .Vdanis  fac- 
tion, <d'  the  same  ]iarty;  and  Sidoimm  South\\i(d;,  who  was  the 
<andidate  of  the  Aiiti-^Iasonic  [tarty.  The  latter  [tolled  the  rather 
considei'able  ^•ote  of  33,o45.  'i'honipson,  fallinn  with  The  waninu 
popidarity  of  I'resident  ^(din  (jiiincy  Adams,  i-eceixcd  li)(;,411 
votes;  while  \'an  liuren,  ridinii'  on  the  tide  of  .Ta(  kson's  imniensi- 
jiopidarity,  whicdi  made  him  I'lcsideiit  of  the  Tnited  Slates  diir 
inii  this  same  cam]>aii;ii,  polled  a  vole  of  ];!('i,Tl>  1,  and  thus  l)e- 
came  i^oxcrnor  of  the  State  on  Januai-y  1,  ISi".). 

I'.ut  we  need  hardly  i;ive  him  a  place  on  onr  jiaues  l)y  reason 
of  this  distinction.  President  Ja(dcson  appointed  him  Secretary 
of  St.ite  after  his  inaui^urat  ion  in  March,  and  \'an  I'.uren  at  once 
resii^ued  the  uovernorship  to  accei>t  the  (diief  place  in  the  Na- 
tional r'ahinet.  Two  years  later  he  (h-taned  it  jtrndent  to  acce]>t, 
instead  of  the  direction  of  the  whole  foreii^n  service,  the  coni- 
]iar.iti\('ly  inferior  ]»la('0  of  minister  to  ICnuland.  P>u(  jtist  as  he 
was  huuely  enjoying  the  associations  n['  so(  ial  eleLi  ince  and  liter- 
aiy  acipi;i int am'e  which  this  post  brouuht  him,  he  was  rud(dy 
called  back  fi-om  it,  because  the  Senate,  when  it  met  in  Deceui- 
ber,  ls:;i.  rcd'used  to  contiini  tin-  President's  a]»i)oint  meiit.  In 
^lar(di,  1S;',2.  he  left  England,  maile  a  tour  (<(  Ibdland.  the  lionn' 
e.f  his  ancestois,  and  other  ]>arts  id'  the  ("ontinent,  and  rettirned 
to  .\merica  in  July,  1832.  oidy  to  fir.d  tliat  the  ]t<'tt,\'  si»ite.  whi(  h 
h.\']  tlioui^ht  to  intlict  an  indiunily  upon  him.  had  so  arouseil  the 
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iM'oplc  llijit  he  was  noniiiKilc'l  as  X'icc-ri'csidciit,  and  (ool^  hj^ 
seat  beside  Jackson  as  tlic  latter  entered  u[)nn  his  second  tcnn 
ill  ^Farcli,  ISO:}. 

Tliis  was  only  ene  nmre  stej*  to  a  uoal  still  more  cxalttMl.  A\'|icii 
•hud'C^on's  second  term  ended,  the  maiitle  of  his  ]to[»nlaiity  fell 
u]>on  his  favorite  and  fi  iend,  who  had  sometimes  been  faceriousiy 
dabbed  the  heir  apparent."  or  iIk-  "  Prince  of  Wales."  While 
a  third  term  could  not  very  widl  be  bestowed  ui)ou  Jackson,  ii 
was  very  nearly  the  same  thiiig  to  him  to  place  Van  Biiren  in 
his  .seat,  and  in  .Alandi,  ISoT.  the  State  of  New  York  rejoiced  in 
the  iiiau,uui-at ion  of  one  of  her  sons  as  President  of  the  United 
States,  a  i)]ace  to  wlii(di  otiiers  of  hei-  sons  had  aspired,  and  for 
which  they  liad  diligently  intrigued — an  Aaron  Burr,  a  Daniel 
D.  Tomjikiiis,  a  De  ^y\\\  Clinton — but  which  now  finally  fell  In 
a  descendant  of  that  stnrdy  jieople  who  had  been  the  first  settlei's 
on  her  soil — .^rartiii  \'an  ISiiren. 

^fartin  ^'an  Buren  was  born  at  Kinderhook,  Decembers,  17S2. 
Kinderlntok  is  situated  bacd;  of  Stuy\-esant  (Ui  the  Hudson,  ami 
a  few  miles  north  of  the  city  of  Hudson,  in  Columbia  County. 
The  \i\u  ]*.uren  homestea<l  stands  about  sixty  rods  east  from  the 
center  of  the  village.  It  was  ke])t  as  a  tavern  by  Abraham  A'an 
Buren,  his  father,  a  fact  whitdi  was  made  a  matter  of  rei>roach 
by  th(>  President's  enemies,  but  which  was  by  no  means  deroi:,- 
atory  to  (diaracter  in  the  days  \\hen  he  was  born.  What  is  of 
moi-e  consefiuence  is  the  circumstance  that  town  meetinus  wei-e 
AV(Uit  to  be  h(d«l  at  his  fatiier's  tavern,  so  that'very  early  in  life 
1k'  must  hav<'  caught  a  lilimpse  of  that  ])olitica]  arena  in  whit  h 
he  was  destined  to  play  so  ])romiuent  a  part. 

Kinderhook  was  (U'lianized  as  a  town,  or  village,  in  ITSS,  and 
a  few  y<'ars  after  \'au  P>nren"s  ina u  12,11  ra t i(ui  it  was  said  to  con- 
tain three  (diurdies,  cii;]!!  mercantile  stoi-es,"  and  a  poi)ulaiion 
of  tliree  thousand  tive  hundred  and  t\v(dve.  The  name  is  thor- 
oughly I)ut<  h  :  h'hnji  r  Inx  J:  (]U'om)nnced  JiixJ:.  and,  theref(U't\  so 
s]»(dled  for  Knulish  ears  )  menus  "  (diildren's  corner."  Tlu^  (\ir1iest 
settlers  of  the  place  wei'e  Duicli  ami  Swede-^,  and  this  particular 
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corucr  <»f  the  town  was  occuiiicd  by  a  Swedish  family  M'-sscd 
with  an  cxtraoi'dinaiy  nninbcr  of  cliildrcn.  Tlicrc  was  au  aead- 
fiiiy  at  Kiudi'i'liook,  au<l  yiiiiiiL;  Martin  was  ]i('nui1U'd  to  attend 
it.  At  fourteen  heentere(l  a  law  oHice  in  his  nati^■e  village,  from 
w  hii  h  he  graduated  at  twenty.  'J'lien  he  went,  to  Ne'W  ^'orl^  and. 
ronnerted  himself  with  the  otlice  of  ^^'illiam  1'.  \'an  Ness,  A\ho 
;ds(»  hailed  from  ('(dnmbia  ("o'lnty,  and  is  knoA\'n  to  posti'i-ity  as 
(he  cdose  friend  of  Aaron  ])Urr,  his  second  in  the  fatal  dn'-l,  ami 
the  subsequent  ardent  defender  and  bi(jgrai)her  of  that  curious 
]>eisouality. 

In  1^03  Van  Buren  was  admitted  as  attorney,  and  being  just 
of  age,  began  jtractice  at  Kinder-  -.^■^'v?^'"^^ 
hook,  llis  ''career  as  a  lawyer/' 
says  one  biogra])her,  Avas  not  a 
long  one,  but  it  was  brilliant  and 
successful."  It  ceas(^d  in  1821, 
when  he  was  elected  to  the  United 
States  Senate,  and  he  had  then 
amassed  a  fortune,  which  kept  him 

in  ease  and  elegance  through  the  ^ 
remainder  of  his  life.    In  the  au-     \  r        "^t'A'  vl '''' 

1  uniii  of  1821  he  was  present  at  the       i;'!, :  ^  iS'-b^MAy^- 


constitutional  convention,  as  we 


saw.    ITo  took  a  very  conservative  '  s^hV 

stand  on  the  cjuestiou  of  uni\'ersal  J-^^ts  du.we.  mayor  of  m  w  york 

Of  .  -,  .  CITY,  1 783-1 78t). 

sullrage,  seeing  great  danger  in  a 

"precipitate  and  unexpected  prostration  of  all  (jualificatioiis." 
His  [lolitical  intluence  gi-ew  a])ace,  and  he  \\as  credited  with  an 
almost  uncanny  skill  in  inlrigm^  and  the  management  of  men 
Jiiid  parties,  wliich  Edward  M.  Shepard  declares  was  largely  the 
^vo!•k  of  nu'n's  imagination. 

'I'here  Avas  a  great  cry  raised  as  early  as  1S2:1  or  1824  against 
was  called  the  "Albany  IJegency."    This  was  supjiosed  to 
liave  been  founded  by  \ aw  r>uren,  and  consisted  of  a  number  of 
al)le  men  (do^cly  associated  with  him,  residing  at  Albanv.  and 
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most  of  tlit'iti  ill  ollico  tilde.  William  L.  Mai'cy  and  Silas  \^'I•i^ll!. 
later  j.;(>\criiors  of  llic  Stat<',  wci-f  nu  iiibm-s  of  this  uriiii[)  at  on' 
tiiiu'  or  aiiothci'.  'J'licv  were  not  a  L;anu  of  political  srlicmcrs 
with  coirnplion  in  thoi)'  hands  to  dcliasc  and  <i('I)aucli  tho  \ci_\ 
name  of  [)olitics.  As  Mr.  Sho[)ard  sa,\>;  of  iho  "  ]ic\i;cncy  "  :  "  Its 
mcnd»('rs  wi'vc  active,  skillful,  shrewd  [loliticians;  and  ihev  wcic 
mnch  moi'e.  'idicy  were  men  of  strong  jjolitical  convictions,  hold- 
ing and  ol)scr\inL;  a  In^h  standard  foi-  the  jmhlic  sei-vice,  and  of 
luulouhted  p<'rsonal  intei^rity."  Tliurlow  A\'eed,  for  a  lonu  tina 
p(ditically  (  wliich  tlien  ad  ways  meant  hiileriy)  oitposed  to  the 
Ke^ency,  remarked  in  cahner  and  ]ihilosoi)hical  times  that  "  la- 
had  novel'  IxUDU'ii  a  body  of  men  a\  ]io  possessed  so  mu(di  [tower 
and  used  it  so  widl."' 

Xnu  JIuren  was  nonrinated  aj^ain  for  the  Presidency  in  1810, 
but  the  "  man  on  horsebaidc  who  lias  so  often  ri(hlen  Into  tlu' 
\\'hite  House  ^\■a.s  too  mnch  for  him,  and  Gen(M'al  Harrison  be- 
came President.  He  tlu'ii  retired  t(<  priA'ate  life,  yet  we  shall 
have  occasion  to  meet  him  aj;ain  amid  the  agitations  of  the  ]»olit- 
ical  strui;\i;le  w  hi(  h  led  at  last  to  the  Civil  ^Var.  He  died  -luly  21, 
18G2. 


RUTHEKFOIID  ARMS. 


CHAPTEK  XYIL 


ERA  OF  KAILliOADS. 

X  April  17,  1S2G — witliiii  two  days  of  ;ni  exact  half  year 
after  the  comijlctidTi  of  the  Immo  Canal — (ieiicral 
SteplK'ii  \'aii  hN'iissclaer,  who  had  been  so  prominently 
connected  a\  ilh  that  project,  secnrod,  with  otiiers,  a 
charter  from  the  Leuislatnre  of  New  "^'ork  to  constrnct  a  railroad 
between  the  Mohawk  and  the  llndson.  Tims  (  losely  did  e\-ents 
sncceed  each  otlier  in  the  foianative  period  of  tins  progvessi ve 
nineteenth  ceutnry. 

This  earliest  rail]'oa<l  company  of  the  Stato  hatl  a  ca]»ital  of 
>^oU(),000,  and  by  the  charter  obtaini^d  the  vib-i^c  of  incieasin^- 
this  nio(U'st  snm  to  >?500,000.  It  was  reqnired  to  finish  tlie  road 
A\ithin  six  years,  but  fonr  of  them  w<'i'e  consiimed  befor</  \\(nlv 
was  commrnced  on  it.  In  lS:j3  the  coni])any  had  a  road  lifteen 
and  three-<inarter  miles  loni;,  with  a  double  track.  The  widtii 
between  the  rails  was  four  ft'et  nine  in<dies.  Tiie  rails  N\<'i-e  a 
curiosity:  tlu\v  were  made  of  timber,  on  whi(h  iron  l)ars  "were 
fastened.  Intdiued  planes  led  up  on  the  All)any  side  and  the 
^(dienectady  side  to  the  compaiatix  idy  lev(d  space  on  the  plateau 
above,  and  stationary  engines  were  expe(d('(l  t('  <lo  the  more 
dillicult  Vvork  of  tracti(Ui  here.  The  cost  of  the  road  had  i-un  u[> 
to  si, 100,000.  Its  sliares  sold  at  thiity  per  cent,  premium  to 
Ix'uin  with,  but  later  they  sold  foi-  uidy  twenty-ti\('  cents  on  the 
didlar.  It  was  then  bought  iip  by  moi'e  entei  pi'isiuL;  parties;  the 
imdiiied-jilane  system  was  abolished,  a  longer  urade  curving  u]* 
the  hill  fidiu  Albany  was  substituted,  and  (he  timber  rails  re- 
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l)lare(l  by  li(';i\y  ii(»n  ones.  Ou  Soptcmhcr  22,  lS4o,  a  ti-ain 
of  tliree  cars  ran  finni  All)aiiy  to  Sclicncctai] y  in  thirty  iiiiiiui<  s. 
and  oil.  the  return  trip  a(iiic\('il  tiic  Journey  in  t\vent\  lour  niin- 
lifes.   'I'lie  receipts  for  1S4.']  were  rejiorted  ns  bein.u  -StjO,."!)."). 

I'roni  is:').!  and  ISi:'  to  ISol,  w  ln-n  tlie  lirst  i;reat  truid;  line  \\;is 
])ut  inte  operation,  the  intervening;  years  weie  liih'd  with  railroad 
enterprises  in  almost  vxi'vy  poition  of  the  State,  i^rowin.^'  ever 
more  bohl  in  coiueidion  and  more  successful  in  ex(M-ution  and 
operation.  It  may,  tlu'refoie,  b<'  d<'sip,nated  v\"ilh  ])roi)riety  as 
the  era  of  railroads,  tliese  furnishiuL;  the  dominating  e\idence, 
among  many  other  siuns  of  ad^■ancement,  that  the  State  of  New 
York  was  hastening  on  its  v/ay  to  that  empire  and  su]iremacy 
amonjj,'  the  sister  Stales  of  tlie  Unien  ^\du(•h  was  the  jn'ediction 
of  Washing,ton  ami  the  ambition  of  her  first  ij,overnor.  This  must 
be  the  prevail inu  idea  in  our  nunds  as  we  recount  the  events 
that  make  the  Jiistory  of  this  period,  until  we  sum  u]t  tlu'  narra- 
tive at  the  end  with  a  detailed  story  of  the  various  lines  that 
were  constrm-ted  as  the  years  Avent  on. 

^A'hen  3Iartin  A'an  liuren  so  hastily  left  the  chair  of  iLdvernor, 
after  an  iucumbemy  of  but  two  months,  to  become  secretary  of 
state,  or  cdiief  minister  of  .Ja<dvSon's  cabinet,  the  unexpired  term 
was  filled  out  l»y  Enos  T.  Throoi),  the  lieutenaiit-uovernor.  But 
in  1830  he  was  elected  to  the  ol'lice  directly,  and  l)e.uan  the  admin 
istration  under  these  nntre  satisfactory  cii'cumstances  on  Jan- 
uary 1,  is:]],  t^nos  Thomi)son  Thr(to[)  A\as  born  at  dolmstown. 
^fontuomery  County,  on  Au,i;ust  21,  1784.  He  was  adopte<l  and 
brouuld  njt  l)y  a  ^Ir.  Metcalf.  of  All)any,  ^^here  he  bi'uan  tie 
study  (d'  law  in  17!is.  lie  began  practice  at  Johnstown  in  ISOd 
but  the  next  year  In^  moved  to  the  ne\\"er  and  more  stirring 
western  ])art  of  the  State,  settling  at  Auburn,  in  Caynga  Couidy, 
an<l  entering  into  partnei-shiji  there. 

In  1811  lu'  was  appointed  clei-k  of  his  county,  an<]  in  1814 
was  elefded  a  member  of  the  T'oni'teentli  T'ongress.  ITe  gave 
offense  to  his  constituents  by  adv(»cating  the  passage  of  tlie 
"Compensation  Ai  t,"  which  (  lianged  the  per  diem  allovrance  of 
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iii-'iiilx't'^  of  Coii.ni'css  to  a  i'(\i;nlai'  salary  of  ?1,.jOO  jkt  aniiuiii, 
|.\  which  a  small  iiu-rrasc  of  compciisatioii  \\'as  realized.  Mr. 
I'hi-oop,  ill  dofereiico  to  this  displeasinc,  resiiiiied  his  seat  in  the 
lleiise  of  Kcpre.^oiitatives.  and  retniaied  to  the  e.xelnsive  }»rac- 
lice  (tf  his  profession.  I'roni  this  private'  slationjie  ^\as  raised 
ill  1S2;>,  by  the  ai)poiiitinent  of  him  by  (5overnor  Yates  to  be 
.1  circnit  jnd^c,  in  pnrsnaiice  of  the  newly  oix-ratini;  revised  con- 
sf  it  at  ion.  lie  made  a  fa\(irabli'  impression  by  his  conduct  on  the 
hench,  when,  in  Jan- 
iijiiy,  1827,  the  kid- 
nappers of  ibn'gan 
W  (  TO  bi'oiiglit  before 
hiui  for  trial. 

In  1828  he  was 
phiced  11  p  o  n  the 
ticket  with  Van 
I'.uren  as  candidate 
for  lieutenant-ii(n'- 
ei  Hor,  and,  as  we  saw. 
was  elected.  Dnrin;.': 
Iiis  term  as  acting- 
^iivernor,  he  sent  sev- 
'  lal  messaj^cs  to  the 
l.'-.uislatnre  w  h  i  c  h 
here  evidences  of  re- 
inarkable  ability.  ITe 

opposed  the  bnildini;  of  the  f'henan^iio  Canal  for  certain  valid 
I'Msons,  but  si_une<l  the  bill  when  it  had  been  modified  in  acccjid- 
•nice  with  his  strictures.  In  1830,  as  we  als<(  noted,  he  was 
'  lected  governor,  but  his  secoiid  term  was  uneventful.  He  re- 
fused a  renomination,  was  made  naval  olVicer  of  the  port  of  New 
^'•rk  by  Jai  kson  in  1833,  and  in  1838  was  appointed  Charlie 
Aitaires  to  the  Kingdom  of  the  Two  Sicilies  by  Presiih-nt  \'an 
'biren.  Tfe  retired  to  private  life  after  a  feu-  years  of  di])Iomatic 
"  1  vicr.   In  18  tT  he  bought  a  farm  near  Kalamazoo,  in  ^liclti^an, 
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and  for  ton  years  dcA  otcd  hhnsclf  to  a,m''n  ultni'c  In  lsr>T  lie  i, 
tui-Ti('(l  to  Auburn,  wlicrc  hv  six-nl  ihv  rciiiaindrr  of  his  Imm  lif, 
of  ninety  years,  dyini;  there  on  Xo\  enil»er  1,  1S71. 

In  1S2!I  Kohert  Southey,  the  histoi-ian  and  i>oet,  \\  rote  th.  -.- 
I'eniarlcabh'  woi'ds:    "'The  next  Aaroji  Ilui-r  who  seel;s  to 
a  kin_i;(h)!n  for  himself  out  of  (he  overgrown  territories  of  iIm- 
Union,  may  discern,  that  fdiniUci-siii  is  the  tnost  elfective  weap(,!i 
with  which  ambition  can  ar-m  itself,    .    .    .    and  that  c;iiii[. 
meetini;s  may  be  very  well  directed  to  forward  the  designs  nf 
military  |)roi>hets.    ^Vere  there  another  Mohammed  to  ails.', 
there  is  no  part  of  the  world  N\here  he  \\(<uld  find  more  scojte  (.i 
fairer  opi)ortunity  than  in  that  part  of  the  An,t;lo-Aineric:iii 
Union  into  which  the  older  States  continually  dis(diari;i'  ili' 
restless  i)art  of  their  population.""    It  is  a  curious  fact  that  ihi- 
prediction  '\\'as  verified  the  very  next  year  (ISoO)  in  the  rise  ><{ 
the  Jlormons,  and  that  the  iucei)tioi!  of  this  m<»veiuent  took  place 
in  the  very  State  of  that  personage  whose  real  idiaracter  i:avc 
occasion  to  Southey  to  create  a  su})])osititious  Aaron  Ijui-r. 

The  origin  of  Mormouism,  or  the  "Church  of  the  Latternhiy 
Saints,"  is  traced  to  Joseph  Smith,  who  called  himself  iln' 
Prophet  of  the  Lord.  This  exalted  individual  first  saw  the  li.uli' 
of  day,  at  least  on  this  planet,  at  Sharon,  Yt.,  December  2o, 
In  1815  his  father  t<.)ok  his  family  to  l*almyra,  \\'ayiu:'  County. 
The  revelation  of  his  true  character  seems  to  have  come  to  him 
four  years  later  at  Manchester,  Ontario  County,  where  he  wm- 
also  su}»ernaturally  led  to  find  the  famous  "  I'ook  of  Moruioii." 
or  Codden  I'ible,  the  precious  plates  of  which  \\'ere  hidden  in  ili'- 
side  of  a  hill.  This  book  was  ]u-inted  in  1S:]0,  making  a  voluuc 
of  sevei-al  hundred  }ia^es.  Thus  e(]uipped,  the  delude<l  creature 
Avas  rea<ly  for  his  propajianda.  He  p,atheretl  believers  aroini'! 
him  in  his  imme<Iiate  neighborhood,  and  the  era  of  Mormonisni 
dates  from  tlu'  first  regularly  constituted  (diurch,  organized  :\' 
jManchester  on  A])ril  (!,  IS.'U),  and  before  the  month  was  out  tin- 
advent  of  this  great  institution  ^\"as  signalized  by  the  fust  iiiii'a 
cle,  performe<l  at  Cowlesville,  \\'yomiug  County. 
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Oil  .Tutic  1,  1S;'0,  il  coiifc'l'Olu-O  of  the  cliui'cli  w;is  held  ;it  I'av- 
.  iic,  ill  SciH'ca  C\)Uiity.  lUit  X«'\\'  York  \vas  not  loii^  l)lcssc<l 
willi  tin*  i)iH'Sonc('  of  this  illuiiiinatin.u  sect.  In  ISol  Smith  iiia<h' 
i<iiihm<l,  Ohio,  the  seal  of  liis  sjiiritual  lciiiu<h»iii.  In  ls:iL'  Smii  it 
.iiiil  a  ihit't'  supixii'tt'i;  were  tarred  and  feathered  and  ridden 
oil  a  rail  liy  the  nnapi)recia ti\ c  Kirtland  pnldic.  lint,  on  tlie 
(.iher  hand,  lie  i;ain<'d  a  powerfnl  accessory  in  the  person  of 
|!i-iuliani  Yonni;.  In  INo-i  the  "  rhnreli  "  ni()\<'d  on  lo  Missonri, 
and  the  peoi)Ie  of  these  westei  ii  Slates,  or  territories,  kepi  dri\  - 
iii.i^  it  on  ont  of  their  sii;lit.  In  ]S4o  it  settled  in  Illinois,  where, 
in  lSi4,  Joseph  Smith  was  unarcM.iintahly  nnable  to  prevent  him- 
s.-If  from  dyinu'.  like  any  other  mortal,  from  the  elToet  of  two 
pistol  halls  intli(  ted  by  a  mob.  So,  finally,  in  lS-j(i,  led  now  by 
Itri^ham  ^'ouug,  the  whole  seet  j>assed  on  to  their  present  (|nar- 
ters  in  lUah,  and  by  the  andaeity  and  skill  in  leadership  of  this 
"next  Aaron  lUii-r,"  a  kinudom  was  aetually  carved  ont  by  the 
uf;ip()ii  of  fanaticism  in  a  far  western  tei'iitory  of  the  nniou, 
as  Sontlu'y  had  foretold. 

One  member  of  the  "  Albany  Kei;ency,"  of  1S23  and  1S24.  had 
advanced  from  governor  of  the  State  to  President  of  the  Union. 
The  next  to  follow  him  on  the  road  to  promotion  was  William 
k'-ai  iied  Marcy,  who  succeeded  (bnernor  'J'hroop  on  Jannai'y  1, 
lie  was  not  a  native  of  Nc>w  York,  the  first  (thongli  not 
tlie  last)  to  diifei-  from  his  predecessors  in  that  regard,  having 
I'l-en  born  at  Soutlibridge,  .Mass.,  on  December  12.  ITSC.  After 
:4iadiiating  from  lirown  Univei.^ity,  he  fidlowed  the  stream  of 
\\es!ward  emigration  from  New  England,  settled  at  Troy  to 
''I tidy  law  abont  1808,  and  began  the  practice  of  the  ])rofession 
af  this  village.  When  the  \Var  of  1S12  called  foi'  vol'inteers. 
.\<tuiig  Marcy  left  law  books  and  idients  and  enlisted.  He  <lis- 
' iiejiiishcd  himself  by  capturing  a  tlag  at  St.  Uegis  in  October, 
1^12,  \\l[i(di  were  the  tirst  colors  taken  from  the  enemy  since 
'i  '>tilities  began.  Put  he  had  had  enoll^h  of  war.  and  wished  to 
f'  tiiiii  to  his  practice,  whereiijion  was  honorably  disidiarged 
•""I  mustered  out  with  the  rank  of  captain. 
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Ill  1S1(»  lie  was  ai)iioini<'(l  rccuidci'  of  the  newly  iiicoriiui-n.Mi 
city  of  Ti'(jy,  but  as  he  put  Ijiinsclf  in  opj^jsilion  to  riinidii  ii.- 
was  •removed  the  next  year  on  the  hitter's  heconiin,i;  .i;o\ ci  iim-. 
He  now  entered  uixm  tlie  eai-eer  of  a  journalist,  editing  the 
JlH(hi<i,  which  was  a  siip[)orler  of  ^';i.u  r.ureii.  In  ISlil  he  \\;is 
made  adjutant-iieiieral  of  the  i-^tate  militia.  We  have  seen  that 
a  year  or  two  later  he  was  eiie  of  the  "  All»any  IJe.ueiiey."'  In 
1823  be  was  elected  controller  of  the  State,  and  in  1S2!)  li.-  \va> 

})laced  upon  the  bench  ef 
^jf-:^^^  the  Su])rem<^  t'onrt  as  om- 


When  he  was  electcMl  governor  in  1S32  he  resigned  his  seat  in 
the  Senate.  He  was  re-electeil  both  in  1834  and  in  183(i,  and  ii'- 
ceived  the  nomination  a;;ain  in  1S3S,  but  was  defeated  by  \\'ill 
iain  \1.  Seward.  In  183!)  he  was  a])itointed  by  I'resident  \'an 
Bureu  commissioner  on  the  ciainis  of  Mexico,  in  which  capat  ii\ 
he  Served  until  1812.  He  labore(l  strenuously  for  the  (dection  of 
l*resident  INdk  in  New  York,  and  as  a  reward  was  made  secretai  y 
of  war,  serving'  as  such  durinii  the  ]\b'xican  Wai'.    He  was  ac- 


of  the  associate  judges, 
and  the  trial  of  the  al 
leged  'Moriuan  murderers 
occurred  before  him.  In 
1831  he  was  chosen  to  r<'i(- 
resent  the  State  in  l!;e 
United  States  Senate,  ami 
there  he  did  not  hesitaie 
to  cross  swords  with  such 
debaters  as  Henry  T'lay 
and  Daniel  Webster,  re- 
plyin.u'  to  th<'  former  wiih 
a  nol»le  defense  of  his 
friend  ^'an  Huren,  am! 
nieetinj.:,-  AVebster  on  the 
question  <tf  ai)i>orti(»n- 
ment. 
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,  M>«'>1  I»y  <>^"iK'i-nls  Siott  and  'I'aylor  nf  lia\  iii,u  cnibarraHScd  and 
t.  (aided  their  nl()^•('nl('n^s  on  acinuut  of  ixililical  jcalonsics.  I'.ut 
.Mai-f,v  rcidicd  to  the  (diaries  with  surli  eon\iiirin.u  tone  that 
li'fN  were  i-()ni]»l('tel y  rtd'uted  in  the  niind  oi'  the  jiuldic  He  was 
,.j,]iosed  to  interference  witli  [hv  shn'ery  (iin'sti()n.  After  I'olk's 
.(iliiiinistration  lie  retired  to  [iri\ate  lif<',  bnt  in  isrio  rresideiii 
rirree  made  him  eliiel  (d"  his  cabinet.  As  s^'cretary  of  state  lie 
issued  a  number  of  valnabh'  State  ])a[»eis  on  snbjects  (d  int(-'r- 
nniioiial  hiw.  lie  died  suddenly  at  his  home  at  Ballston  Si)a  on 
.Inly  -I,  1S:>7. 

1 1  was  durini!,'  the  first  year  of  (rovernor  ^Farcy's  im  nmbency 
thai  an  important  section  of  Xe\N'  York  State  ^\•as  finally  a<l- 
jiid^ed  to  be  a  part  of  her  territory.  I'rom  the  \'ery  ])ei-i()d  (^f  the 
lai^lish  coinjuest  of  >«'ew  Net herland,  it  had  been  a  matter  of 
•  lispnte  whether  Staten  Island  was  to  be  considered  as  a  part 
"if  New  .Jersey  or  (d'  New  York.  I'atenlecs  of  land  on  the  island, 
u  ho  were  clamorous  for  the  Jerse,y  title,  \\'onld  tak.e  out  patents 
from  the  authorities  of  Ne^\'  Yoi-k,  and  vic('  vei'sa,  (lovernoi' 
l>oni!.an,  when  he  boui^ht  his  ( ountry  seat,  deemed  it  safe  to  uel 
a  j)atent  from  the  East  Jersey  jiroprietors.  When  the  twc)  jn'ov- 
iiices  had  become  i]ide})endent  States,  the  contest  for  owm-rsliip 
siili  went  on,  and  it  ad<Ied  materially  to  the  "  uni)leasant ness  " 
bet  \\(H'n  them  in  the  anxious  d.iys  Ix'fore  I•^'deral  fnion.  The 
nineteenth  century  still  beheld  the  debate  undecided  when  it 
"peiied.  li!  1S07  commissioners  ^\•ere  appointed,  who  (Uily  suc- 
ceeded ill  making  the  discussion  niori  an,i;ry.  A  score  of  years 
Went  by,  raid  another  connnission  met,  to  be  as  fruitless  as  the 
former.  P.ut  in  lSo3  mutual  concessions  were  ajj,i-eed  ui)on  :  New 
^  ork,  ill  i-eceiA'infj;'  undisputed  i>ossessi(Ui  of  Sfaten  Island,  re- 
'tiii(nisli<'(l  all  (daims  liitherto  pressed  to  tci-ritoi'y  on  the  o]»]iosite 
•■imi-es  of  the  streams  dividing'  the  island  from  Ne\v  -b'rsey. 

<io\-ern(u-  iMai'cy,  Itefore  he  left  the  ch.-iii-,  was  called  upon  to 
d'-.ij  with  a  ticklish  (luc^tion  <d'  inteianitional  relations.  It  is  not 
Mirpi'isinu-  that  the  near  pres<'nce  and  the  immense  prosperity 
"f  the  American  re[iublic  should  have  excited  in  the  minds  of 


94 


TIIC   EMI'IlIi:   STATi:   L\   THKHR  ri:xTTTJi;>;. 


some  CaiKidiaiis  a  (Icsirc  to  realize  similar  coiidii  ions,  with  t],,. 
ho[K-  of  (■([uallv  desirous  i-esulis.  This  sent  iiiieiit  ratiie  in 
actiial  pr.Mir  expression  in  ls;',T.  .McKeii/.ie,  a  Scot  clinian,  iin^! 
l'a|)inean,  a  I'^renclniian,  one  in  n|)]>er  ( 'anada,  the  ot  hia-  in  low ci 
Canada,  \\ere  eial»ohlened  in  that  yeui' to  lead  a  inovenieiit  loi.K 
ini;-  to  the  overthrow  of  Uritish  rule,  thus  comhinin^  in  a  nniwi, 
that  seemed  formidalde  the  tuo  prevailing  t'lements  of  the  \n>],i\ 
lalion.  They  were  not  disappointed  in  their  expectations  iliai 
sindi  an  tindertakinu  would  nnn't  with  enthnsiastie  synipaili\. 
and  even  matei-ial  snjiport,  from  the  citizens  of  the  neii:,hboriiiL; 
re])id)lic.  The  nearest  State,  New  York,  was  the  heart iesi  in 
this  sti]>i)ort.    Tn  Decemlier,  about  on<'  thousand  of  her 

sons  voliinteere<l  in  the  Canadian  cansc. 

Direetod  by  McKeiizic,  who  was  a  ftipiti\'('  from  Ids  own  coini 
try,  tins  forco  crosse(l  over  to  Xavy  Island,  in  the  Niagara  Ki\i  r, 
about  two  miles  ab{)Ve  The  falls;  and  bein^  well  ]»ro\  isioned  aiid 
jiossesscd  of  twenty  ]iieces  of  artillery,  thov  made  ready  to  hold 
their  position.  All  adon^  the  northern  frontier  of  the  State,  so 
conveniently  near  the  territoiy  whi(  h  the  insiir_uents  hoped  to 
liberate,  volunteers  continited  to  cross  over  to  their  aid,  or  syni- 
]>athi7.ers  afforde<l  secret  slndter  wlien  they  were  in  need  of  it. 
lUit  the  tnovement  was  i]l-ad\  ised  and  tlie  leaders  not  calculated 
to  conduct  it  to  success.  I'residetd  Yaw  Iluren  for  the  T'nioii. 
and  <'iovern(U-  Marcy  for  the  State,  issued  pro(  lamaf ions  forbid- 
ding' assistance  to  th(^  insnruents.  But  wheti  the  i^ovei-nor  of 
Canada  demand(Ml  of  .Marcy  the  surrender  of  McKenzie,  the  i:<i\- 
ernor  promptly  declim-d  to  comply,  on  the  ^rotind  that  his  idTense 
■was  a  ]»olitical  one,  and  the  soil  of  Neu  Ycvk  \\as  an  asylum  for 
men  i!,uilty  of  n(t  other  crime  than  a  desire  to  erect  a  nnn-e  liberal 
gjovernment. 

Perhap.s  tliis  is  as  in-ood  a  ])Iace  as  any  to  call  attentioti  to  an 
industry  which  does  not  now  count  for  so  mmdi  amid  the  -real 
enterprises  of  theauc.  but  \\  hic]i  A\'as  of  commamlinu  im]>oriance 
to  a  section  of  the  State  whit  h  d>)es  not  often  cross  the  stai^e  of 
history,  and  rea<dH-d  its  heiuht  about  the  time  when  ^fr.  :\Iarcy 
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u;is  governor.  The  whaling  hiisincss  <tii  Lon^'  Island  b('i;an 
.,!uH>st  at  (iic  saiiio  tiiiu-  with  tlic  sett  h'liiciit  of  its  eastern  i)ai-l. 
W  liaies  used  to  eonio  conveuieiitiv  near  siiore  so  that  they  were 
..ne^dit  by  men  settinij;-  out  in  boats  fioni  l^asthanipton  and 
S.iui haniiiton.  \\'lien  secured  tlie>'  weic  diawn.u])  on  slior<',  cut 
into  pieces,  and  boiled  out  at  a  distance  f^ron.i  the  villa.ucs.  I'.ut 
i!:is  was  so  oirensivo  that  it  ^^"as  forbidden  in  Ki'JO,  and  now  ad- 
venturous spirits  went  forth  upon  the  st'a  in  (juest  of  the  noble 
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.iiid  danj^crous  i^'anie.  In  ITGO,  three  sloops  enuaj^ed  in  this  in- 
'liistry  were  owned  at  Sotithani]>ton.  p,-oinL^  not  further  in)rth 
It  Lirow  to  lari^cr  pi'oportions  steadily  unt'l  tli(>  Way 
'■f  1^12,  which,  of  course,  ]>ut  a  stop  to  it  t'utirtdy.  In  ISl.")  it  was 
;.i  once  revived,  and  vesstds  went  out  to  the  distant  .^rounds 
fn-ound         Horn  and  the  Tape  of  Goo<l  Hope  as  early  as  1S17. 

I  lie  center  of  the  whaling  business  c(uitinned  to  be  this  ex- 
ff'-iiic  eastern  stn-tion  of  Lonu  Island.  As  the  historian  Tlionip- 
•""1  remarks:  "  \\'hile  many  other  ]>laces  ]»ossess  local  advan- 
'•';;es  rmt  enjoyed  here,  yet  the  shipowners  of  t'ns  poi-t  have  ac- 
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(•oiiij)lislK'(l  iiioi'c  ill  lllis  cxpciisivc  ami  liazai<l(ius  Imsim  ss  iliaii 
tlie  whole  Stalf  of  New  Yoi'lc  besides. In  ISl.")  only  tliiiM-  slil|,. 
wvvi'  owned  at  Sai;  Ilarboi-;  in  ls;;s  the  nuniher  had  _uto\\  n  i,, 
twenty-nine.  In  1S.'5T  tliere  were  l\\'enty-1]ii-ee-  arii\aJs  .niM 
twenty-nine  (h-partuics  of  whaliiiu  sjiips,  and  more  than  eii^hi 
hundred  men  and  boys  were  en,ua,U(Ml  in  ihe  business.  In 
sauu'  year  the  statistics  tell  u^s  that  the  twenty-three  arri\al- 
inentioue<l  I'eali/etl  SS>'-ji  bari'els  of  sperm,  ."U,!.*^!  barnds  of  eil, 
and  2;j(;,T.'")7  ]iounds  of  bone.  In  1S;J^>  the  tonuai^c  emplnyed  in 
the  indu.stry  on  the  hi.i;h  seas  \\as  1  1,700,  excdiisive  of  smaller 
vessels  coiitiuini;  themselves  to  the  coastin.;.;  trade.  Sa,^  Ilarbdr 
natufally  grew  to  be  a  place  of  some  importance  under  the  stimu- 
lus of  this  business.  lu  IS.j!)  it  had  a  ])opulatiou  of  three  thou- 
sand, occupyini.;  four  Inindred  houses. 

A  figure  of  colossal  ]»ro]!(U  tions  in  the  hist(uy'  of  the  natimi — 
because  of  his  high  itosil  ion  in  l/n'cdln's  cabiiK't  during  thv^  awful 
struggle  of  the  Civil  Wiw,  and,  i)erhai)s,  also  l)ecause  he  w'ls 
made,  together  with  his  chief,  the  victim  of  the  coucerte<l  (h'a<lly 
assaults  which  took'  the  ]'resident"s  life — is  th<'  next  incumbent 
of  the  governor's  chair.  The  later  events  have  so  overshadowed 
the  earlier,  that  it  re(|uires  some  effort  of  the  mind  to  reali/.e  that 
AA'illiani  Ifenry  Seward  became  governoi-  of  Xe\\  Yoi'k  on  -lan- 
uary  1,  183!).  Se'ward  was  born  i\t  Morida,  Orange  County  (  noi 
far  from  the  home  and  liirth[)lace  of  the  Clintons),  on  'Slixy  Iti, 
1801.  His  father  A\  as  a  i)hysician,  who  also  engaged  in  mercan- 
tile business.  He  attended  Cnion  College  from  ISK;  to  ISIO, 
wlieu  he  went  S(unh  to  teach  st  hool,  but  came  back  and  grad- 
uated in  1820. 

He  studied  law  in  John  Anthon's  otiice  in  New  "^'ork  City,  and 
also  Avith  John  Duel-  and  Cgden  Hoffman,  at  Coshen,  ()ranL;e 
County.  He  beuan  practice  at  Ctica  in  1822,  a  place  of  not  tpiile 
seven  thousaiid  inhabitants  then:  but  uoing  still  further  west, 
and  seeking  a  country  still  more  in  need  of  growth,  he  settled 
at  Auburn  in  1S2:].  Whatever  of  a  village  was  here  had  been' 
built  since  1808,  and  it  c(uinlt'd  scarcely  fifteen  hundred  people 
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w  lidi  Si'wai'd  caiHc  to  it.  In  1  SL'l  he  lirst  iiid  Tliurlow  Weed  at 
lldclii'stcr,  whose  sent iiiM'til s  lie  sliai'ffl  in  the  supiiort  of  Jolni 
(jiiint-y  AdaiiisMiid  tlic  ti,ulit  against  the  teiuj»oi'aril y  tlisi  rcriitcd 
Masons. 

In  ls;JO  his  (lisfrivf  son1  him  to  tlic  State  Sepate  on  an  Anti- 
Masonic  ticlcet.  In  i\\o  Senate  lie  \\'as  in  opposition,  and  on  inor'' 
lhan  one  occasion  he  was  caUed  upon  h_\  liis  [»arly  to  draw  up 
(he  aihlress  of  tlie  minority  in  tiie  Lei;ishi  t  nre,  in  tlieir  a|i]tea! 
io  the  ix'oph'  at  tlie  end  (d"  the  session.  He  \  ii;<»ronsly  opposed 
.la(]<son  and  ^'an  I!uren  on  their  haid;  ]iolicy,  defending'  tlie 
I'nited  Stales  lianlv,  and  (h'prei  at  inii  the  rennn  al  of  haidc  de- 
posits. Tlie  A\'hi!.is — as  the  incipient  llepnhlican  ]>arty  of  later 
days  he.ua.n  to  be  calU'd — noniinate(l  Sewai-<1  foi-  ^o\'ernor  in  ISol, 
Init  .Maicy  was  re-(dt'cte(l.  He  tlien.  returned  to  tlie  practice  of 
ihe  law  ;it  Aiihnrn,  and  found  a  i»r(dital)le  client  in  the  Holland 
I, and  Company,  whose  ai;ent  In-  became  in  is.'^.d,  altlionuh  he  in- 
cuiTcd  some  odium  becau.se  of  the  disiniles  wlierein  he  becamo 
involved  between  tlu^  com}iany  and  its  tenaids.  lie  was  a,uain 
nominated  by  tlie  ^Vhil;s,  and  ran  bn'  governor  against  !Marcy  in 
Is."!'^.  The  toiiant  element  and  the  anti-slavery  ai;itators  o[)[)osed 
liini,  but  he  ^\■as  elected  by  a  majority  of  ten  tlumsand  foni*  Inin- 
di-ed  and  t\\-en1  y-ono. 

He  <lis])leased  many  citizens  liy  the  liberal  stand  he  took-  in 
fa\oiiii!4  the  adniissi(»n-  of  Koman  Catholics  as  tea(diei-s  in  the 
common  schools,  and  because  he  favoretl  unrestricteil  immiura- 
lion;  but,  ne\'erl  Indess,  he  was  re-elected  in  1S10,  althonuh  by  a 
niajority  nnnli  decreas(^d.  At  the  end  of  his  secon<l  term,  in 
•biniiary,  lS4o,  he  retired  to  pri\ate  life,  ami  his  pi-atdice  wa^ 
lai-^ejy  turned  in  the  direction  of  patent  and  ci'imimtl  cases.  In 
•he  multitudinous  libel  suits  whit  li  -lames  I'eniniore  Coo[)er  in- 
^tiiuted  auainst  the  )\liole  broiherhood  of  (di'ors,  Seward  also 
'•lice  haired  in  the  defense  of  Horace  Cii-e(dey,  of  the  Xe\\'  Yoi'k 
'I'lihiiiif,  ill  lsb~).  In  I'ebi-uary,  b'<l!»,  he  w  as  elected  to  the  Cnited 
Si.iics  Senate,  where  he  took  an  au^ressixc  stand  against  slaverv. 
lb-  was  re-elected  senator  in  \ST>'j.    The  famous  plirase  of  "the 
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ii-i'cpi-cssihic  ((iiillict,"  as  applied  to  tlic  slavcfv  question,  mi-i 
iiated  with  liiiii,  aii<]  wa.s  tirst  useil  in  a  speech  lie  (leli\cic.! 
Kocliester,  ()ctobei-,  IS.jS.    We  iiiiist  lea\c  to  sul)se(|ueiit  jia^es 
llic  v'vents  of  his  life  coiiiiecled  witli  the  <"ivil  War. 

As  a  sfatesinaii  of  bi-oad  etiKui-c^  and  wide  outlook,  CioveiiK.i- 
S<'\\ai-d  fa^■ol■ed  aii  enleiprise  uii(h'itak<'n  by  the  Stale,  the  \ 
of  w  hirh  was  apiueriaied  ]>\  but  \-ery  few  at  tlu'  time.  It  is  imii  h 
more  i!,eiierally  uiideistood  uow  thai  hist(uy  is  a  sci<'iu'e;  that  ii 
can  not  prococ<l  upon  imaizination,  or  he;U'say,  ccdoied  by  prejn 
dice,  but  must  base  itsidf  like  other  scieiu-es  uiton  facts.  The 

actual  lacts  of  history  are  apt  to 
be  ascertainal»le,  if  anywhere,  in 
docuiuents,  especially  otticial  docn 
menis,  recording;-  the  acts  of  delili 
erati\'e  oi'  (tthei-  bodies  at  the  time 
they  were  res(d\"ed  on.  History,  too. 
is  mucJi  more  apt  to  ,^et  at  the  i'e;i! 
truth  Avhen  it  <an  [)eruse  letters 
passini;  in  (•onlldence  between  chiel 
actors  in  tlu'ir  Times.  Hence  his- 
t(»rians  for  many  decach's,  not  con- 
tent with  repro<lucini;-  what  others 
have  wi'itten  before  them,  have 
h)oke(l  to  dejtositoi'ies  of  original 
l»apers  in  State  ollices  and  archi\'es. 
to  jiatlier  liere  the  matei'ial  that  ^vould  i;i\i'  them  a  true  insight, 
almost  through  contemporary  eyes,  into  the  (.'vents  and  nM)Ve- 
nu'uts  of  an.v  i»erio(i. 

It  was  nundi  that  the  value  of  securing  a  nmss  of  original 
(htcuments  beariiiL;  on  the  history  of  tin'  State  duriuL:,  its  colo- 
nial |)eriod,  could  be  inipiM'ssed  upon  a  b('dy  of  leuislators  Liath- 
ere(I  friun  ex'ery  jKirt  of  the  State  (muidi  of  it  still  ru(b' I  and  from 
every  class  of  citizens.  P.ut,  largely  IhroULih  the  intelliueiii  ad- 
vocacy of  the  scdieme  by  ( lovernor  Sewar<l,  action  was  secui'ed 
from  the  LeL;islature  ap[)roj)riatinu  a  considerable  sum  of  nujney 
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for  I  lie  plil'liosc  of  sciidiui;  abt  'nul  ;m  ;iL;<'iit'  to  coII^m  I  ('o[)k'S  of 
|);i|»«'rs  in  til"'  ;ii'clii\('S  of  I\;tii;l;iii'l,  Iloll.-ind.  and  I'lanre. 

In  !lio '  l.ci^islat  nrc  had  hci  n  jnst  nicmorializcd  on  the 

suh.it'i-r  Ity  the  New  \i)ik  1  list oiica  1  Society.  lUit  such  a  niaTt<'i- 
usually  makes  slow  itroi^ii-ess.  Not  till  .May  2,  l.s;;i»,  was  the  act 
|iassed  appoint inu  the  ai;enr,  aiul  it  was  two  years  later  hefoic 
Ml".  John  Ikonieyn  Itrodhead  cro>se(l  the  Atlantic  in  (|nest  of  the 
desii-ed  docnments.  lie  beuan  his  woi-k  in  the  arclii\-es  at  The 
lla.uue,  in  Holland,  and  for  thre(-  years  remained  abroad,  dividing' 
his  time  b('t^\■e('n  The  Jla^ue,  London,  an.d  I'ai'is.  Nearly  four- 
teen thousand  dollars  were  thus  expeii(b'(1  by  the  State,  and 
thousands  of  pa.ues  of  copies  of  original  (h)cnnients  were  secured. 
'I'hese  wore  8ubse(|uently  translatefi,  edited,  and  ]tublished  in  a 
scries  of  ma^niticent  loyal  ([uarto  volumes,  eutitle<l  Docunu'iits 
K'ehitinL!,'  to  the  Colonial  History  of  the  State  of  New  York."  They 
furnish  an  invaluable  mine  of  historical  information,  and  are  a 
ciM'dit  to  the  iiitelliuence  of  tln'  State. 

S'ime  hints  have  already  been  ,^i^"en  in  the  ac<'ount  of  Seward's 
jiublii-  caieer  of  ])oliiii  aI  opposition  aroused  against  him  by  his 
cunnection  with  the  (im  siion  of  land-rents.  I'or  about  ten  years 
before  the  middle  of  iliis  centui  \,  dislurbanees  of  a  very  seriotis 
sort  occuri't'd  in  various  poiiions  of  the  State,  ,iii'owini;'  out  of  the 
<\\cessi\e  L'rants  of  laiid,  which  have  marked  the  history  of  our 
State  from  colonial  times  ilow  n.  to  the  taid  of  the  ei^hteentli  (mui- 
lury.  in  Di'.tch  times  the  ]iatiooiis  ^^'ere  ui\"en  land  by  tiie  square 
niilcs,  and  Rensselaer  and  Albanv  counties  constittited  the  ti-act 
ow  ned  by  t  he  patroon,  after  which  i  he  tornu'r  was  nanu^d.  Cmh'r 
the  l']n!^nsh  <j,d\ei!iors  these  grants  were  centiianed,  and  lai'L;e 
'ia(ls  uiven  to  individuals  with  iiiamirial  <ir  feudal  rights;  so 
'hat  t  he acquisitive  I, iviuuston  obtained  nearly  all  of  T'olum- 
hia  ("oniity.  Sir  \\'illiam  Johnson  obtained  so  vast  a  territory 
ill  the  .Mohawk  A'alley  that  oidy  \Villiam  I'enn  was  a  larger 
landed  |n-o|nietor  than  he. 

NN'e  have  seen  lio\\-  Phel]>s  and  (Jorham,  and  later  the  TTollaiul 
l.and  <'om]iany,  sei  itred  a  section  of  western  New  ^'ork  which 
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is  occupied  now  by  Kfaily  liffecii  counties.  In  17S(I  oiu'-tliiid  nf 
tin*  t^tate  was  in  the  liauds  ol'  laudliolders,  who  wefo  [)alenici  s 
and  not  settlers,  so  that  many  disposed  to  remain  in  New 
went  on  to  Ohio  because  th"ri'  \\as  a  better  (diance  tiu'i-c  w, 
ac(iuire  the  propcity  tliat  one  improved  and  cultivat<'d.  In  Xi  \v 
York  a  jx-rson  could  ^ct  no  title  to  mu(di  of  the  land,  but  mn^i 
pay  rent  or  its  equivalent  to  (he  ])roi)rietor.  In  177!>,  and  auaiu 
in  1781),  laws  were  enacted  abolishing,-  the  feudal  tenures  iuvolvcil 
iu  the  colonial  .grants. 

But  the  landlords,  in  leasinu'  farms,  would  put  the  same  con- 
ditions i)ractically  iu  the  instrument,  so  that  the  temud  dis- 
covered that  he  had  no  title  even  to  the  btiildin^s  he  put  up. 
and  that  on  a  nu-re  technicality  I  ho  landlord  could  evict  Idui 
ami  vnivr  upon  the  fruits  id'  his  industry.  Once  imue,  in  1S1l\ 
the  dilticulty  was  sou.uht  to  be  rea(died  by  law,  but  it  was  in  vain, 
and  as  the  population  ^re^\■,  ami  the  State's  resources  Mere  more 
and  nu>re  develojx'd,  and  land  and  iuipro'S'ements  thereftn-e  of 
iucreasini;  \  alue.  the  situation  became  correspondiui^ly  strained. 
Outbreaks  \\-(M-e  su.re  to  bdlow. 

The  earliest  occurred  in  the  rei;ious  whi(di  the  Ibdlan<l  Land 
Comipany  possessed.  It  a\;'is  rumored,  in  1S:{(;.  in  ("haulauijna 
County,  that  the  Tnuis  to  the  company,  iHMitiirini;  service  and 
tribute,  wcuc  to  be  eid'orceik  A  mob  collected  and  destroyed  tli'- 
ofli<'e  of  the  ctunpany.  The  land  ohice  at  ISatavia,  (ienesee 
County,  \\'as  also  thieateued,  l»ut  vi(dem-e  was  prevented.  This 
example  of  A  iolem-e  Vv'as  sure  to  be  followed  in  the  rei;ions  id'  the 
oUh'r  urants.  In  18oS  (^>eneral  Ste])h('n  \an  Kensselaer  had  dieil. 
and  his  heirs  sought  to  eufm-ce  their  rights  in  collertini;'  arrears 
of  rent  \\  hi(  h  he  had  i;()od-uattuedly  left  stamlin.u.  They  also 
])ressed  their  ])ri\ile^(',  endxidicd  in  the  leasi-s,  of  collectini;'  <uie- 
fourth  (d'  the  sales  of  the  prodticts  of  the  land  in  cases  of  ali'Mia- 
tiou.  The  exas]ierated  tenants  formed  associati(Uis  to  resist  1  lir<e 
claims,  and  they  asseried  that  they  would  i»ay  no  rent,  because 
it  had  bei'U  wai\c(l  b\-  the  las;  patroou. 

Civil  processes  were  resorted  to  by  the  landlords,  who  really 
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li.id  the  law  on  llicir  side;  and  ere  Idiiu  resistance  on  the  part  .,f 
the  peoph'  took  (h(  I'lirni  of  enlraue  and  murder.  In  Keiiss.  Ia,-| 
Coiintv  a  man  was  kilh-d  at  (Irallnn,  and  the  per]M't  ra  t'>r  ef  i  In- 
deed ceuhl  not  Ite  roninh  Alltany  <'()nni_v  and  <'(dnnil)ia  <'(iiiiii\ 
were  ()\-('i-nin  l>y  ha  mis  of  ant  i-i-enteis  dis;.:nised  as  Indians.  In 
the  hitter  they  seized  the  ollieial  papers  of  t lie  sherilT  and  huriicd 
llieni;  and  on  nieiMinu  a  yonnu  man  who  was  ideniided  with  ih'' 
(•((llection  of  rents  lie  was  shot  dead. 

(io\'ernor  Seward,  in  Iteeemlx  r,  1S31K  issued  a  pnxdamal  ion 
deniandini;  tho  cessation  of  ontiaucs,  and  ho  calle<l  out  the  nuii- 
thi  to  sn])press  them.  Yv{  the  _i;rie\ances  at  bottom  were  so  real 
that  they  had  to  be  dealt  with,  and  in  his  messai;('  of  ISIO  ihe 
li'overnor  ni'ued  the  ajjpointment  <if  a  commission  for  their  ad- 
just nn-nt;  but  the  refusal  of  the  landlords  to  accede  to  its  i-econi- 
meiidations  left  matters  much  as  tUey  were.  Violence  a^ain 
broke  out,  sherilTs  were  (»pposed  in  the  execution  of  their  duties, 
aud  armed  bands  of  su])posed  Indians  continued  to  roam  about. 
The  infection  spr<';id  now  also  into  l)elaware  ami  St  Indiarie 
counties,  tin'  murder  (d'  a  sherilT  occurrini;  in  the  bittei-  in  IS  I."). 

Governor  Silas  \N'i-i^ht  now  acted  as  Seward  had  d(Uie,  and  in 
tlie  autumn  of  1S45  a  iiro<  laniation  was  issued  aud  the  miliiia 
called  (Hit  to  restoi-e  order.  Fifty  or  more  persons  wei-e  con- 
victed, and  two  of  these  sentenc<'d  to  death,  but  the  j^overnor 
commuted  the  sentence  t(»  one  of  life  impi-isiuinn'nt.  In  Decem- 
ber, 18b"),  the  insuirections  were-  ofticially  declared  sup]»ressed. 
Ill  18iG  the  constitutional  convention  took  up  the  subject  and 
instituted  a  i-em«-dy  I)y  abolishing:  all  feudal  tenures.  The  auiia- 
tions  were,  of  cours(-.  made  nsi^  of  in  ])(diti<-s,  Tlovei-nor  Vounu, 
being'  electe(l  on  the  strength  (tf  his  sympathy  with  the  anti- 
renters,  and  on  his  accessi(ui  he  ]iromptl_\'  pardoned  all  the  ]»iis- 
oiiers,  those  Indd  for  life  int  luded.  ^^■e  owe  also  to  this  episode 
in  our  State  history  some  of  Cooper's  novels,  and  the  famous 
libel  suits  grew  niostl\  out  of  the  severe  strictures  math-  on  his 
representations  in  regard  to  the  situation. 

While  there  was  a  com[)arat i\e  lull  in  the  anti-rent  disturb- 
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anccs  after  ( Srward's  \  ii;(ii'()iis  iiicasni'cs  in  ls:5!i,  am! 
Itct'iin*  tlicy  brok't'  <>r.t  a!.';iiii  iiikIcI"  <  "kinciiioI'  \\'i  i;:!it,  the  chair 
was  occuiiicd  by  AVilliaiii  Itoiirk.  lie  was  hoi  ii  al  I'liltoiiliaiii, 
Sclioliaiie  County,  on  . January  (I,  ITSli;  As  niiulu  bo  ox])0(  t((l, 
he  was  of  f  lornian  stock,  a  dosccndan  I  l  i  om  t  lio  oi  ii^ina!  I'a  hi  t  iiii' 
settlors  of  tlio  Sclioliaiio  \"allfy,  I'n  1 1  on  ha  ni  bcinu  situalcil  on 
the  erocl;.  Tt  is  sai<1,  in(h'<Ml,  that  the  lirsi  male  chihl  boiai  in  the 
sctfh'inont  was  Mr.  I'ond^'s  ancostoi'.  Ho  was  iraitiod  as  a 
farnior,  i-ocoivini:  only  a  comraon-scliooj  (Mlncation.  in  ISOT  ho 
was  okH'totl  clorlv,  and  in  ISOS  and  ISUl)  siijiorv  isor,  by  his  foUow- 
townsiuon.  I'^roni  those  huniblo  ])osilions  ho  was  advanco(l  l)y 
the  apjtoiiit niont  of  (bncriior  Tompkins,  in  ISIl',  1o  Iho  post  of 
county  (  loi'k.  I'roni  this  ho  \\ont  on  to  niomb'-r  of  Assontbly  in 
ISlo,  rocoivini;  ro-(doclions  in  IS]  1.  ISI.").  anil  1SJ7.  In  this  body 
ho  niado  no  mark  as  a  s])oakor,  but  ho  was  oxccdiondy  adajdod 
to  committoo  work.  IIo  was  placed  on  tlie  canal  commission, 
and  served  till  1840,  lla^'in^  diarize  of  tho  -wostern  di\  ision,  and, 
thon;.;h  millions  (»f  monoy  passed  through  his  hands,  iho  trust 
was  honestly  administered. 

lie  was  nominated  for  governor  in  ISU),  but  Seward  was  re- 
elected, althouiili  his  niajorit>'  was  mu(di  rodnco<l.  Tho  tide  that 
Ava.s  settin<i-  ajiaiust  the  greater  man  was  too  sironi;  1o  ke<'i>  him  in 
the  i;overnor"s  chair  in  iSllI,  wlu-n  liom  k  was  auain  nominated 
and  elected  l»y  a  majority  of  twonty-lAvo  thousaml.  lioiuLi'  a 
Deuiocratic  u'overnor  after  four  yoai-s  of  W'hiu  rule,  a  ;4roat  many 
appointments  to  otlices  foil  to  his  lot,  and  as  he  could  not  ploaso 
everyone,  althou.uh  he  did  tho  work  with  a(d^nowlod^■od  impai- 
tiality,  lie  lost  favor,  ami  ho  did  not  receive  a  ronomination.  In 
lS4r>  President  I'olk  apjioinlod  the  ox'-iiovernor  assistant  tioas- 
ui-er  at  N<'W  Yoidc,  a  iiosition  \vhicli  li(>  hold  till  isl!).  IIo  thou 
retired  to  his  farm  in  S(dioliarie.  whore  he  lived  ten  years  longer, 
and  (lied  on  April  11),  IS,")!*. 

Under  Governor  limud;  an  intoi'ostinu  advance  was  mado  in 
the  State's  educati(Mial  system  by  the  ostablishmenl  of  the  tii'st 
normal  .school.    This  was  oruani/ed  at  /\lbany  in  ISII,  and  from 
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that  year  t(»  1S7J  seven  iiinre  of  tliese  traiiiiii^-scliodls  were  dis- 
tribllte(l  tlii-eimlKHit  the  State:  at  Oswc^d  (IS(il),  JJi-eclqMtii 
(ISOT),  ('(tfUaiMl,  I'rechiiiia,  I'otsdain  (all  in  ISGO),  ('lenesee, 
and  I'.iilTale  (the  last  two  in  ISTl).  While  intended  to  serve  nn 
excellent  jniriiose,  \<'t  their  work  had  heen  (jnite  elTeet i ve] y  dmn' 
l»y  the  ine(»rii(>ra(<'d  academies  \\  hi(di  were  I'ontid  in  alnmst  e\-eiy 
considei'ahle  \illauc.  l-'roni  eii^bt  in  1S(H),  these  had  m'DUii  to 
thirty  ill  iJj-U,  to  lil'ty-live  in  IbDU,  and  to  one  hnndicd  and 

twenty-seven  in  1840.  'i'lie 


voted  on,  but  it  was  dofealod  hy  a  vote  of  forty-two  eonnries 
ai^ainst  seventei'ii.  The  wider  jxtlicy  was  not  adopted  fijr  both 
conimon  and  noiaiial  si  hools  till  18(>7. 

An  event  alintjst  as  L;reat  in  its  iniluence  njxm  the  business 
and  tra\el  of  the  woi-ld  as  I'-nlton's  snccess  of  ISOT,  sii^nalized 
Governor  I^omd^'s  serond  year.  wIkmi.  in  IS  l  f,  the  practiral  utility 
of  the  telei;rai)li  was  first  denienstrat(Ml.  And  it  is  ^ratifyinu  to 
one's  State  pridt',  that  to  New  York  belongs  the  credit  also  of  this 


attendance  at  the  acad- 
emies in  1840  \\'as  ten 
tho\isaiid  eiuht  hundred 
and  eighty-one. 


'I'he  cause  of  education 
kept  on  progi-essin^,  mak- 
ing bolder  sti-ides  to\\  ard 
a  S3"Sti'ni  ])ei'fec(ly  free  to 
e^■ery  child,  no  matter 
how  [>ooi'  the  parents.  In 
.MaiMdi,  1840,  an  act  was 
])assed  submitting  to  the 
\'ote  of  tlie  people  whether 
conimou-scli<»ol  im I  m  at  ion 
should  be  made  tlius  uni- 
versal at  the  expense  of 
the  State.  In  No\cmber, 
1850,    the    (pu'stion  was 
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riit inii.  SaimicI  1".  II.  ]\I(iisc,  a  native  of  Massacliiisetts,  hut  a 
1,'siilciil  of  Now  York  City,  wt-iit  to  J'^uropo  in  182!),  like  I^iltoii. 
Ill  ilir  pursuit  ol  art,  and  canu*  bark  an  invcntoi-.  On  his  rotui  ii, 
in  \s:V2,  ho  mot  a  gontlonian  on  hoard  tho  slii[i  \\lio  told  him  of 
xiiiif  intorostini;-  oxpcrimoiKs  in  oloctro-maL;notism  wliicli  lie 
had  uitnosscd  in  Paris.  This  sot  Morso  thinking',  and  at  once 
upon  Iiis  arrival  in  Xo\v  Yoidc  ho  hc^an  oxiiorimcntinu'  in  tho 
<  o!ist rurt  ion  of  instrnnu'Uts  for  eonvo\'in;i;  nicssaucs  to  a  distance 

moans  of  oloctricit y.  Tho  scono  of  his  assidncuis  labors,  ox- 
iiaustin,!;  both  to  brain  and  jiurso,  Avas  a  studio  in  llio  old  Now 
^"ork  Tniversity  Building-  on  Washiugton  Squaro,  which  is  now 
no  nioro. 

In  ISoT  he  liad  a(h'ancod  far  onouuh  to  oxhibit  tho  \Adrking  of 
Ids  iiistrumout  at  public  loctui'os  in  Now  York  City.  IJo  now 
ho^an  a  siogo  to  tho  lib<M'ality  of  Congress,  requesting  an  appro- 
priation of  a  few  thousand  dollai-s  to  put  a  line  into  operation 
between  two  distant  jdaees.  But  the  scheme  mot  with  oven 
more  ridicule  than  Livingston's  steamboat  charter  in  17t)S.  Many 
vears  passed  away  without  any  action  being  taken.  At  last, 
during  the  session  of  lS4o  to  is  f  t.  a  resolution  was  offered  in  the 
lb)use  of  llepresentativos  by  Mr.  I'erris,  of  New  York,  that  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means  ])e  instructtMl  to  inquire'  into  tho 
e.\|»edioncy  of  appropriating  .*<30.000  for  Morsel's  purjioso.  The 
chairman  of  the  committee  ^A'as  Millard  I'illmore,  also  of  New 
^'ork,  and  lat(M'  Prosi(h'nt.  Tho  report  was  favorable  to  the  ap- 
propriation, but  it  was  not  till  the  very  last  moment  of  tho  last 
s(-ssion  of  Congress,  in  the  wee  sma'  hours  "  of  ^larch  1844, 
tliat  the  bill  passed  tlie  Senate,  ^[orse  commenced  at  once  with 
I  lie  construction  of  a  lino  of  wires,  suspended  on  poles,  from 
^\'aslling■ton  to  Baltimore,  and  was  ready  for  its  first  message: 
"  What  hath  Cod  wrought,"  in  :yiay,  1844. 

Tattle  had  as  yet  been  accom]dished  to  make  the  peo])lo  in 
g'aiwral  understand  the  immense  ntilifv  and  womlerful  jtossibili- 
lies  of  the  invention.  Tt  was  foi'tnnato  in  receiving  a  signal  and 
instantaneous  recoguitlou  of  its  merits  by  means  of  a  political 
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convention  licid  in  tiic  citv  of  T'.altiinoiv  in  Jmu',  ISU,  f.,r  Hj.. 
nominal  ion  of  a  President  nf  the  I'liited  States,  and  tlie  iiani,- 
ular  incident  that  hr()uu,lit  it  ronsjMriioiisly  iiitu  notice  was  cdn 
nccted  \\  itli  the  next  i^overnor  of  New  York,  Sihis  N\"ri,uht,  v.  hn 
was  inducted  into  ohice  on  -Jaimar.v  J.  ISV).  Sihis  W'ri-lil  w.i- 
born  at  Anilierst,  .Mass.,  oti  y\:\y  IM,  ITU.".  He  L;railuated  I'vnm 
the  eolh'-c  of  Mi(hllehiii'_v,  \'t.,  in  lSir>.  and  then  be^an  thestiid  v 
of  law.  After  bein^-  adniilted  to  the  bar  he  bd't  New  lai.uland, 
like  his  predecessor  Marcy.  and  setth-d  in  New  York.  lie  se- 
lected as  the  i)bice  to  bei;in  lift-  tlie  somewhat  obscure  villa.uc  ol" 
Canton,  in  the  interior  of  St.  Lawrence  County,  about  twenty 
miles,  as  tlie  bird  flies,  in  a  southeasterly  direction  from  Oi;(lens- 
bury,-.  lie  came  to  this  place  in  October,  1819,  and  it  reiuaiued 
his  home  throui;h  all  his  che(  kered  and  i»rominent  career-,  li 
could  not  Inne  been  a  lariie  place  then,  althout;li  it  was  tli-' 
county-seat,  foi-  its  i)o]iulation  at  the  last  census  (18!)0)  was  only 
two  thousand  fnc  hundred  and  eii^hty. 

In  1S21  Mr.  Wright  was  made  surroL:,ate,  and  in  1S27  he  be- 
came brijiadier-ii-enei'al  of  tlie  county  militia.  I'rom  l82o  to  1827 
he  ser\'ed  in  the  State  Senate,  taking'  a  position  in  antai2,(mism 
to  I)e  ^\'itt  Clinton,  and  Indping  to  renu>ve  him  from  the  canal 
board.  I'rom  1827  to  182!)  he  was  a  member  of  Coni;ress,  succeed- 
iuj;-  ^larcy  as  conti'oller  of  the  State  in  the  latter  year.  AVheii 
Marcy  resigned  his  seat  in  the  Cnited  Slates  Senate  to  become 
g'overn(U-,  in  18;>3,  ^^"ri.^ht  was  aiip(/inted  to  till  out  his  unexpired 
term.  Here  he  su])i)oried  Clay's  com]U'oniise  measure  and  Jack- 
son's assaults  on  the  bank.  He  was  re-elected  to  the  Senate  in 
1S37  and  again  in  ]81?>.  At  the  national  convention  in  184-1  he 
received  the  nomination  for  Mce-President  on  the  ti(d<et  ^\•ifll 
•Tann'S  K.  Polk,  and  it  was  his  de(lination  of  that  honor  which 
brought  the  \\-onder  and  usefulness  of  the  telegraph  to  every 
one's  attention. 

No  OTie  in  the  convention  had  tht^  remotest  idea  of  using  the 
telegraph,  so  recently  completed  between  Paltimore  and  A\'ash- 
ington,  to  ascertain  what  Silas  Wright  thought  of  the  juxta- 
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|.o<itinii  (if  liis  naiiic  with  INi|]<'s.  ]>ut  Professor  Moi'sc,  at  tlir 
i.-niiiiiiis  of  his  pi-i cious  tcioLirnph  wii-c  in  the  Siiprciiic  Court 
iihiiii  in  W'ashiiiL^loii.  Icarni'd  iho  n(  \vs  of  tln'  iioniiuatioii,  and  al 
niicc  notified  the  senatoi'.  As  he  liad  no  desii-e  to  jam  foi-  tlie 
iilVice,  he  instrncted  ^lorse  to  send  Itarlc  a  dispatch  to  P>altiniore 
In  I  iiat  elTect,  de(dinin'4'  tlie  noiiii iia t  io)i.  W'lien  this  dispatch  w  as 
announced  to  tlie  comcntion,  tlie  nienihei's  were  t hnndersi  rnclv. 
Incrednlitv  was  the  lirst  elTect.  It  was  not  believer]  that  .Air. 
Wri^lit  Inid  I'eally  heen  connnunica ted  with.  A  roininittee  was, 
1  liei<'fore,  aiipointed  to  to  Wasli- 
inuton  ami  wait  on  liini  to  ascertain 
his  sentiments,  and,  im'i(h'iital1  y,  to 
test  the  licnnineness  of  the  tel<'- 
;:raphic  commnnieat  ion.  The  i-esnl1 
was,  of  course,  a  vindication  of  the 
new  invention. 

All  the  country  soon  knew  of  tlie 
r  e  m  a  r  k  a  1)  1  e  circnmstam-e,  and 
learn.ed  what  this  jj,reat  new  thinu- 
was  ^\•ili(dl  had  anwo  annmu'  them. 
In  a  slntrt  time  lines  were  put  up 
hi  twoen  important  cities  all  o\ev 
tiie  country.  J'efcn-"  IS  17  a  line  con- 
nected New  York  with  A]l)any  ami 
nnna.h),  and  it  was  found  that  it  did 
quicker  work  tlian  the  old  telei;ra])h  (or  rathor  toloj>liono)  of 
hoominu'  cannon,  in  ^S2~),  at  the  cel(d)ratiun  of  rhe  Eiie  ('anal 
o]>enini|-.  The  invention  was  most  op])oi  (une,  too,  in  the  iuvalua- 
Ide  indispensal)le  aid  it  lent  to  the  development  of  railroads  then 
lioinc;-  on.  S^ouu'thiuu  moi'e  rapid  than  steam  was  needed  to 
outrun  the  swiftly  moviui!,  trains,  and  tell  of  their  cominu  and 
.uoin^-,  to  avoid  accident.  It  is  inconceivable  how  I'ailroads  c-ould 
have  gained  the  progress  they  did  without  the  accomi>anyin,u' 
telegraph. 

In  t  he  same  year  that  j^ilas  Wright  decliiU'd  the  iiomimition  for 
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\'i(,-('-Prosi(l('iit,  lie  \v;is  iioiiiinatcd  foi-  L^i)\('riioi'  of  his  Statf, 
this  honor  lie  ;u-c('])tc»l.  lie  was  clrctcil  and  roolc  his  scat,  as  we 
stati'd,  on  -Jannai-y  1,  ISIT).  At  this  time  tho  jKiMy  tlial  lie  h  d  i,, 
vietoi'v  was  toiai  l»_v  l'a(  ti((ns,  w  iii(  h' were  d(•si^nal('d  Itv  a  ^l■(•al 
variety  of  names,  (d'ten  nn)re  })ict nr<\s(|ue  than  (dei^anl.  'i'heii- 
wore,  for  instance,  1  Ik'  "  Ilmdcrails  :  t  has  were  deuoiiiinalcd  j  he 
()jil)onents  of  ( "linton  and  I  he  '' ( "lintoiiians."  It  ]iap])cned  thai 
the  members  of  the  Tammany  Society,  on  cei'tain  occasions  of 
ceremony,  ^^■or^'  in  their  hats  a  jiorlion  of  the  tail  of  a  deei';  and 
Tammany  was  tooth-aml-miil  opjioseil  fo  (  "linlon:  hence  I  he 
party  natm\  So  there  w  vrv  ah^o  t\\v  "  Locod'ocos,"  a  parly  desig- 
nation wider  than  the  State,  hut  lil^ewise  oiai;inat in^-  there.  At 
a  certain  meeting' of  jxdil icians,  one  fa(  iion  tlionulit  to  frnstrate 
the  desi;L!,ns  of  another  expectinj;  to  be  jtresent,  hy  sn(blenly  Ini-ii- 
in^'  out  the  <:as.  A  recent  invention  at  the  time  was  the  hndfer 
mat(di :  as  the  faction  intended  to  be  t>all\ed  by  the  extinction  of 
the  light  had  iii-o\  ided  t  Iit-ms<d\'es  w  ith  these  convenient  illu 
niinators,  calle(l  "  Locod'oco  "  matc  hes,  the  term  was  at  once 
ai)plied  to  them  as  a  political  niclaiame. 

In  1832  the  widely  a])plied  term  Whiiis  "  also  took  its  rise 
in  New  York.  Janu\s  \\'atson  ^Yebl>,  the  veteran  journalist  and 
editor,  of  New  York  City,  the  father  of  (Jeueral  Alexand»/r  S. 
^Vebb,  the  hero  of  rjettysbnriL;.  and  jiresident  of  the  College  of 
New  York  since  1S(»1>,  had  attended  the  Anti-Masonic  convention 
at  I'hiladelphia,  whi(di  nomi?\al»'d  a  IM-esident  on  their  ticket,  lie 
wi'ote  a  letter  to  the  New  York  ( 'mirier  diid  finiiiir>  r,  wliifdi  he 
owned  and  eilitefl,  d<'ploring  the  bn-aking  of  tlu'  o[iposition  to 
Jackson  into  so  many  ]tarties.  Taking  the  grcamd  that  Jackson 
was  the  embodiment  of  <'xecnti\<>  usurpation,  wdiile  his  oppo- 
nents st(»od  ont  for  constitutional  lights,  he  said:  '"We,  thei'c- 
fore,  are  ^^'higs,  while  they  are  Tories.  \\  hy  not,  then,  take  to 
ourselves  the  name  of  Whig?"  His  achice  was  taken,  as  the 
history  of  American  politics  alumdantly  evinces. 

The  all  but  eu])honious  appellations  of  •■' barnburners '*  and 
"Old  Hunkers"  again  had  their  origin  anu)ng  tht^  men  of  New 
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^■(>I•k.  Al'tci*  Tnilc's  acccssiiiii  tdtiii'  rrcsidciic v.  sdiisiii  in  Dciiki- 
(  I'iilir  i"iuks  btM-ainc  iiiorc  uiid  iiiorc  iirdiioiiuccil  oii  llir  (pU'Slioii 
of  t  he  extension  of  sl.nr  terrile'.-y.  ICdward  .M.  Shcpaid  tells  the 
si  oi-\-  of  t  iie  niclviia  nies  t  lien  (  1  s  IT)  i  ai)|>lie(l  :  "  I]a  rl  y  in  the  n"W 
ailiiiinisi  i-at  ion  i  lie  d i\  isioii  of  \e\\-  ^'ork-  1  )enioi  i  al s  into  *l»ane 
Icji'ners  '  ami  'old  lumkers'  ajiiieared.  The  fonner  were  die 
strong  pi-o-\"a.n  r>ui-en,  anti-Texas  men, Or  'radical  I  )eniocrats," 
who  wer(>  likened  to  the  farmer  who  hiiriied  his  barn  te  (dear  it 
of  i-ats.  The  lattei-  ■wer<'  the  '  Xortliern  nu-n  with  Southern  ]iriii 
(d|»!''s/  the  sni)iHirt  e'-s  of  a  iin(-.\';itie.n,  aiul  the  res])ectable,  dull 
men  <d'  easy  consciem-es,  anIio  ^^■ere  said  to  liank<-r  aftei'  the 
oflices."  One  ^\•ould  liave  imaL;iue(l  the  teiaii  "  ]>ai'uburners 
lia<l  something;  to  do  ^ith  naminu  the  ]iarty  of  the  anti-renters, 
many  of  whose  numbers  A\'ei'e  uoin^  about  vai-ious  counties  put- 
ting; the  toi'ch  to  these  useful  farm  buildinus.  I'or  tlu'  State, 
as  we  saw,  ^\■as  ^i-eatly  disturbed  by  this  ai;italiou  while  W'riuht 
was  L'()Verno]-.  His  ^•i^drous  ])olicy  tinally  sujipressed  tin-  insur- 
rection, as  we  sa\\',  but  it  was  inevitable  that  he  slhuild  lose  po])- 
ularity  thereby.  Hence,  althoU!:;li  he  was  remMiiiiiated  in  IS  It;, 
he  was  defeated.  He  then  retired  from  i)ublic  life.  de(diuin^  the 
nlTer  of  a  foroi^ii  mission  ami  (d"  a  cabinet  [)ositiuii.  He  (lie<l  al 
Canton  on  Aui^ust  '27,  1S4S. 

(io^■eruor  \\'rii;lifs  a.d minist ration  vras  si^rlnlize(^  by  auotluu' 
constitutional  conventiiui,  the  successors  of  those  of  ISO]  and 
bS21 .  He  \\  as  opjiosed  to  tlu'  calling'  of  a  con\'enf  ion,  and  wanted 
amendments,  su_i;^('ste(l  by  the  Legislature,  sid)mitte(l  (lirectl.\"  to 
the  vote  of  the  ]»eo]^le.  I*ut  as  this  method  failed  to  <dTect  any- 
thing, a  convention  was  authorized  by  the  l.euisiature  early  in 
ISfC).  Some  (diauues  in  t  ho  const  it  ul  ion  had  been  made  since  1S'_M. 
I n  1  S2(i  t  he  o hi ce  of  jus* ice  of  t he  [teace  was  made  subject  to  ele<-- 
tion  by  the  [leople.  In  IS;)."*  and  Is.'JT  t  he  (dlice  of  mayor  was  made 
elect  i\-e  by  the  ])eo]de  iu^teail  ef  b\-  the  aldermen  in  all  the  cit  ies 
of  the  State,  that  jirivilei^c  Iia\inu  been  extended  to  New  Y(M-k 
alone  in  ls;H.  In  \>^'.V^  the  framdiise  was  -i\-en  to  all  w  hile  male 
<  iti/,ens  who  ha<l  resided  in  tlr*  State  for  one  year  [)recedinL;  tlu^ 
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election  ilay.    Colored  citizens  were  iis  vcl  debarred  from  Ndiin.^- 
The  coil  \'en  I  ioii  met  on  •luiie  1,  ISKI,  at  All)aii\',  coiisisl  i  hl;  of 
one  hundred  and  I  weni  \ -eiulit  delei^ales.    l']iuhleeii  to])i(  s  W  el  l' 
taken  into  considei'at ion,  and  a  coimii i 1 1 ee  a|ii)ointe([  to  i-e]iiii  i 
on  eacli.    'I'lie  <  hief  tdiaiiues  made  in  t  he  dejiai  t  iiieiit  s  (W  uo  \  ei  n 
nient  occiii-red  in  lliat  of  the  jndii  iaiy.    -Indues  were  matle  de 
jtendent  directly  niion  the  ])eo])le  iiy  heiiiL;  \<ited  for  instead  nf 
ai)]>oinl<'(l.    A  Court  of  A  ji]  tea  Is  was  established,  \\liicli  was  to  lie 

CtUllposed  of  eiuht  judi;es,  foUl'  elected   by  ihe  people,   four  se 
lected  from  the  Sui)r{'me  Court  jiiducs  ha\  inu  the  shortest  iei  iie<. 
Power  of  aii[)ointmeiit  Ijy  the  ^ovei'iior  was  seriotisly  curtailed, 
as  the  State  olhcei-s  were  to  be  vote(l  for  by  the  ]ieop!e.  The 
practice  of  charteriiiy,  sjiecial  banks  by  the  J.cl! isia t iii-e  was 

abolished,  these  corjioia- 
tions  to  be  heiiceforlli 
for  111  e  d  under  ^em-i  al 
laws,  so  that  sm  h  traiis- 
actions  were  finally  taken 
(tut  of  [iolitics.  As  wv' 
saw,  the  convention  of 
iSlli  dealt  with  the  anti- 
rent  ([uestiou;  "'all  restric- 
t  i  o  V  s  upon  alieiiat ioii 
^\'el'e  ab(dished,  and  the 
h^isin^  of  agricultural 
lands  for  a  Ioniser  term  than  twelve  years  was  prohibited."  The 
coinention  adjourned  on  ()ctober  !>,  and  it  was  remarked  that 
I  he  debates  had  been  free  fi'om  ovvyy  "  shadow,"  even  of  partisan 
bitterness  or  prejudice,  which  is  a  i^ood  deal  to  say  for  those 
times.  The  next  month,  Noxember,  the  c(mstitution  was  snb- 
jecte(l  to  the  peoi)le\s  voiv,  and  adopt<'d  by  a  majority  of  one  hun- 
dred and  t  hii-ty  t  housand. 

It  was  this  same  (dection  whi(di  cairit'd  into  the  uovernoi''s 
chair  .Tohn  ^'ouul;,  another  native  of  New  England,  lie  was 
boi-n  at  Chelsea,  Vt.,  on  Jtme  12,  1S02.    While  he  was  still  a  (diild 
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liis  fatli''!'  ciuiur;)  ted  to  tlic  as  vet  ratlnT  wild  west  nl'  New  ^'ork, 
M'dlinu  at  ("(MK'sus,  near  Coiicsus  Lak<',  in  Ia\ iiiustoii  Couiitv. 
lie  iccci  VC'l  IKi'ntlicr  Heat  i'lli  than  the  (•(  .111 1 1  loli  sclldol  of  his 
ili>li-irt  afTni'dcd,  and  nas  riii ployed  the  lai-iii  until  In-  wa'< 

uf  au»',  w  Ik'P.  Ik-  bc^an  the  study  of  law  al  I^ast  Avon,  in  tin-  same 
cuuiity.  lie  was  adniitt<Ml  to  {lie  bar  of  the  county  in  and 
was  successful  in  his  profession. 

]n  1S;]S  Ik'  I'an  foi'  county  clerk,  bnl  was  dt'ft'atcd  by  the  Anti- 
Masons.  In  ISi'li  he  ioin(d  their  numbers  himself.  Fiom  LS-8 
III  ls;;7,  like  (iovernor  I'.out'k,  he  occui)ied  several  town  oHices. 
ihus  startiuu  his  jiublic  career  on  the  lowest  rouiul  of  the  ladder. 
\e\t  he  was  sent  to  the  Assembly,  and  in  1S40  he  was  made  the 
W'hiL'  i-andidate  for  uu'uiber  of  Congress,  and  was  elected  by  a 
majority  of  two  thousand.  In  lSi~>  he  was  ai;ain  (diosen  to  sit 
in  I  he  l.ei^islature,  and  w  as  a  leader  in  the  movement  to  secure 
a  constitutional  '-oin-ent ion,  ami  his  was  the  lii-st  administration, 
iindei'  whi(di  the  revised  constitutiou  went  into  effect.  He  de- 
clai-ed  himself  against  the  war  with  Me.\ico  in  a  niessai^o  to  the 
l.euislat  lire.  He  uave  much  offense  in  some  (puirters  by  so  swee})- 
in,uly  pardoning  the  anti-renters  who  had  been  sent  to  prison  for 
t heir  de])redations  and  mui-ders;  l)ut  he  claimed  tliat  they  wer(' 
political  (d'fen(b'rs.  In  1S4I)  he  was  appointed  to  succee(l  ex- 
<  Iovernor  I'.onck  as  assistant-treasurer  at  New  York  City,  where 
l:edie.l  April  23,  18.''>2. 

K'eli^ious  fanaticism  had  a  sut'licient  exeni]ilillcation  in  New 
^  ork  in  the  rise  of  the  Mormon  delusion  or  deception.  There 
exist  also  within  its  Inu'ders  two  reliuious  societies  of  a  vastly 
more  res])ect able  oi'dei-,  indeed,  but  still  so  peculiar  in  their 
leiiets  and  ju'actices  as  to  shut  them  off  ('(uiipletely  fi-om  the  rest 
"f  society,  w  het  her  reliuious  or  irr(diL;i(tUs.  Su(di  are  t  he  Shak'ei-s 
"f  <'olund)ia  County,  and  the  Oneida  Community  in  Madison 
Cnunly.  The  founder  of  the  Shaker  Societ\-,  or  "  Th'-  ^fillennial 
Cliundi."  was  Ann  Lee.  tin'  youuu  wife  of  a  repi-obate  bla(d^- 
'^"lith,  who  .succeeded  in  foj-minn'  a  sect  in  I']nuland  which  ac- 
"  ••pled  the  (hu  trine  that  marriage  was  sinful ;  that  tlie  Deity  C(m- 
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sistt'd  of  t\\(J  pcrsmis,  (iod  tlic  I'alhcr  and  (iod  the  .Molln  i-, 
that  she  was  (iod  (lie  -Mntlici-.    JW'iii^,  [tci-scctitcd  l»y  the  rliurrli 
and  c-ivil  i>«)\v('i"  of  Eiiulaiid,  she  led  a  coldiiy  <>\'  licr  dis(  i|i|fs  nn,! 
settled  at  Niscayuiia,  in  Albany  roanty,  in  tlic  year  1771. 

Ill  the  eoui'se  of  years  t  lii'V  ranie  to  iiiiiive  their  pi  iiicipal  sci  1 1,. 
iiu-nt  in  Cohiinliia  ("ounty,  near  ].(d»anoii  Sprini^s.  X('\\  l,i  l):Minii 
is  about  one  and  a  half  miles  southeast  of  the  Sjiriii^s,  and  ilic 
Shaker  villai;*.'  about  a  mile  furllier  to  llie  south.  'I'lio  name  di 
''Shakers"  'svas  apjtlied  to  tliem  because  df  certain  bodily  mo\c 
nients  that  atti'U<l  their  \vorshi]>,  in  M  hich  dancinu  forms  a  jtari. 
They  repudiate  marriai;e  and  family  life,  but  a  ixvoat  numiicr  of 
people  live  to_^ether  in  one  house,  tho  sex(>s  living-  sejtarato.  Th^ 
village  is  located  upon  a  mountain  terrace,  and,  besides  a  nundxM 
of  the  large  buildings  necessary  to  accommodate  the  one  huiidicil 
or  more  peoi»le  that  live  togt.'ther,  ther(^  is  a  large  meet ingdiouse 
eighty  feet  long  by  sixty-five  feet  Avide. 

The  Oneida  Community  owes  its  establishment  to  John  Hum- 
})hrey  Xoyes,  who,  \\hile  a  student  at  Yale  riiiversity  in  IS'M, 
arr)ve<l  at  notions  concei'uing  the  N(nv  Teslament's  records  ami 
tea<dungs,  which  iuduc('d  him  to  break  away  entirely  from  ilic 
Christian  church.  According  to  him,  Christ's  second  coming  had 
already  taken  ])lace,  therefore  men  ought  to  live  aiid  act  as  if 
the  new  heaven  and  the  new  earth  wei'e  alreadv  here.  Thus  ho 
founded  a  system  of  jmre  communism;  uot  only  ])crs(Uial  ]>rop- 
erty,  but  children,  sliuuld  belong  not  to  ind i\'iduals,  but  to  tlic 
community.  Tli'-re  la\'  in  all  tins  a  danger  of  immoral  excesses, 
such  as  had  disgraced  tin  earliest  Anabaptist  sectaries  in 
tlie  sixteenth  century.  lUit  by  tlie  lirm  hand  and  good  sense  of 
their  founder  and  leader,  the  Oneida  Community  was  ke])t  free 
from  such  lilemishes.  At  their  settlement  neai-  Oneida.  Just 
aci'oss  the  l)orders  of  Madis(»u  County,  where  this  peculiar  sect 
proceeded  to  cany  their  priiii  ii)les  into  ]iractice  in  IS  17,  every- 
thing imlicated  prosperity,  orderliness,  and  (hastitv.  T*.ut  yet. 
in  later  years,  since  l^Sl,  in  defen-nce  to  the  opinion  of  the  out- 
side -world,  they  abandoned  their  practices  in  regard  to  the  re- 
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iif  tlu'  sexes,  iii(li\i(lu;i!izii!,L:,  f'aniilv   lil'e,  ami  tlie  cem- 
iiiiinitv  is  new  mainly  a  cei  iiiiral  ien  I'oi-  husim  ss  jnirpeses. 

ji  may  \\'ell  IiTek  as  it'  \e\v  \'erk  Stale  were  entitle(|  te  the 
v.iliri'inet  of  10m]iire  l)er;ui>c-  of  llie  special  (Iis|(('nsal  i"ns  ef 
|jta\cnly  revelation  attracted  te  its  soil.  Not  njily  ilid  super- 
naliiral  heiii,us  depnsir  a  ^loi'Mnm  I!il»le  in  a  hillside  of  (hdarin 
County,  and  "^Fotlier  Ann  l.ee,"  the  '*  I'emale  i'e\ clat ion  id'  'lod 
ill  the  tiesh,"  viiuelisare  to  niakc  Alhanx'  County  her  •■arthly 
aliode,  and  Ccdnmhia  Connty  the  (  hiet  seat  of  her  (  hnn  h.  Not 
.  Ill  I V  did  -Mr.  Xoyes,  so  es[H'(ially  illnminated  fi-om  on  hi.uh  thai  he 
discovered  sjiecnlative  doctrines  an.d  ]ira<-tica!  rules  of  Ihiui:  in 
I  he  New  Testament  whi(  h  no 
niie  else  ever  discoAci-ed  there, 
select  Madison  County  for  the 
line  sp(d  of  earth  to  \\'itness  the 
woi-kini;  of  a  sort  of  antici- 
piitory  New  dernsalem.  ]*til 
when  the  denizens  of  the  s[)iri; 
World  wished  to  make  it  mani 
fest  to  th«tse  jioor  mortals  of  n; 
who  were  still  encumlx-iid 
with  tlesh  and  bones,  that  thoy 
Were  still  ab(.'nt  ns,  thon^li  in- 
visibk' — and  castini;  a  "  Ioiil; 
iiiL;-.  lin,i;eriiiu  look'  behind 
from  their  new  abod( — it  was 
ii'^ain  the  soil  of  New  York  tliat  was  solocted  for  tho  manifosta- 
l  ion. 

The  locality  favoi-ed  in  this  way  was  Ilydesville,  in  \\'ayne 
**ouiit\-,  the  same  connl\  to  \\  hiidi  John  Smith,  the  founder  id' 
Mornioidsm,  was  taken  to  in  his  infancy.  lb-re,  in  ISIT.  a  house 
'"•caiiie  suddenly  tioiddod  by  rdl  sorts  of  strauue  rnpiiiiius,  tlrst 
"U  the  door,  \\  hich  seemed  a  concession  to  earthly  vood  manners: 
but  later,  when  these  pro(lm-ed  no  coinict ion.  the  lajipiims  were 
•d'l'''«'*l  indifferentl}  to  win(^)^vs  oi!  either  story,  front  ami  si(b^ 
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walls,  l»;!(  k  door  and  sliutici's,  and  so  fni  tli.  Mvidrm  | \  i||,  „, 
spirits  lia<l  Ix'cii  ,\aitinu'  willi  t  iicir  sci  I'-iiia  iii  IVsl  a  t  ion  niiiil  i',.,. 
M<»i-s('  alidialict  had  hccu  in  use  \\>v  sonic  time,  for,  \\  licii  mhui- 
l)ri,i;lit  person  tlj(jiii;lil  of  rai>pini;  in  reply,  a  <piite  sa  I  isfari..i-\ 
system  of  conininnication  v.as  estaltlislied.  Soon  tlie  ra|i|iiii--. 
wei'e  snpplenieni ed  by  \'olnnlar\  nio\enients  on  the  j»,iit  i,f 
tables  and  e hairs.  The  family  in  the  IIydes\  ille  house,  which  h.n! 
learned  this  aljdiabet  and  had  L;ro\\n  "familiar"  wilh  spiiii-. 
moved  to  Roidiester,  in  .Monroe  (,'onnty.  in  ISIS,  ami  the  mys- 
terious oecurrenees  were  ti'ansferred  to  this  rapidly  rising  .  iiy. 
aud  became  known  as  the  "  Kochester  Jvnockiu^s."  In  short,  ilii> 
was  the  beuinniuL:,  of  s])iritualisni,  with  its  facts  and  \a^aii(  > 
based  on  facts,  but  cai-rie(l  to  woeful  exti'emes  on  the  winus  of 
imai;inat ion,  or  by  the  deliberate  efl'ort  of  framl.  And  New  \i>v\; 
may  claim  all  the  cre(lit  there  may  be  in  luniui;'  witnessed  the 
ori.L;in  of  t  he  mo\  ement. 

The  admiiiistrati(»n  of  <;o\-ei'noi-  'N'ounu  was  marked  also  by 
another  e\'ent,  which  some  ill-nature<l  peix)us  may  wish  to  pm 
into  the  same  category  of  faua.ticism  aiid  foll\'  witli  those  jiisi 
mentioned.  .\i;ain,  in  this  far  west  of  2sew  York,  seethinu  wiili 
new  ideas  and  tindinu  so  many  ready  to  close  in  with  them,  was 
held  the  first  convention  to  discuss  the  extension  of  the  suffrauc 
to  women.  The  con\'ention  met  at  Seneca  h'alls,  Seneca  County, 
in  July,  1S4S.  Ijtcictia  .Motr,  JOliz.ibet h  <'ady  Stanton,  Mary  Ann 
;\fc("lintork,  and  .Alartha  ('.  \\'rii;ht  issued  the  call.  On  the  tiisi 
day  of  the  scssiiui  the  doors  wei-e  closed  against  the  ]iul)lic,  but 
after  that  they  were  admitted.  I'apeis  were  read  by  M.iriha 
\\'i-ii;ht  and  Mrs.  Stanton,  aud  anioUL^  the  male  speakers  were 
I'rederick  l)oui;las  and  Sannnd  Tillman. 

The  1  >eclai'a t ion  <if  Inde]iendeuce  was  made  the  model  for  ihi  ii' 
declaration  of  ]»rinci]iles.  It  was  fre(dy  t  har.ued  and  warmly  de- 
Tionnced  that  man  made  ouv  code  of  nu/i-als  for  himself  and  aie 
other  for  Woman.  \\'(Mnan"s  confiih'uce  in  her  own  abilities  had 
been  systt-mat  i<a  I  ly  desiroyed,  aud  the  declaration  (■omi)!a  i  in' ' 
that  num  had  un)no[Kdi/ed  all  avenues  of  protital)le  euiploymeni. 
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that  all  col  I('i;('S  were  closed  to  wdiiicii,  ;m<l  thai  in  t  lioolo-y, 
iii('<liciii(',  or  \:i\y  she  had  no  i)art.  h-aNitiL;  oid_\  menial  cmiiloy- 
II II Mils  o[»<'n  to  the  ^cntlor  sex.  It  m-cil  not  bi-  stated  that  t  he  ad- 
\ancini:'  of  ;liese  sentiments  in  1S4S  was  met  with  (h'l-ision;  hut 
yeais  have  made  a  ureal  dilTerence,  and  the  "  new  ^\dman  " 
has  made  liersel  f  mast<-r  (  ..  mist  ress  )  of  the  \cry  a  vennes  that 
were  said  to  be  closed  to  her  then.  And  Mrs.  Stanton  has  li\('«], 
and  is  still  li\  in,u,  to  see  these  niiparent  ly  vain  and  foolish  dreams 
realized  to-day. 

It  is  with  rrovornor  Yonnii's  ininiO(liato  successor  somethinj.;' 
flic  same  as  with  liis  j)redocessor,  Seward;  the  ]^art  be  played  on 
(he  more  widely  Iniown  staue  of  national  alTaii's  for  a  loni;  series 
of  yi'urs,  almost  makes  us  forget,  that,  for  the  bri<d'  j»eriod  of 
hvo  ye;irs,  he  was  ,^,■o^■(.'rnor  of  our  State,  ^'et,  doubtless,  that 
distinction  was  for  Hamilton  I-lsh,  as  for  so  many,  but  the  stej)- 
jiin^-stone  to  lii'eatei'  thinus.  Hamilton  I'ish  was  bt>rn  in  New 
York  r'ity  on  August  2>,  ISOS.  He  was  the  son  of  rohmid  Nicholas 
l''ish,  of  the  llevolutionary  army,  wlio  distinuuished  himself  at 
Sar;itoi;a,  in  the  canipaiun  of  Sullivan  a.^iiinst  the  Indians  ami 
Toi  ies  of  New  York  in  1771).  and  at  the  taking  of  Yorktown.  He 
was  a  very  close  friend  of  Hamilton,  and  hence  his  son  was 
named  after  him.  His  mother  was  a  ]Miss  Stuyvesant,  so  that 
Ihrouuh  her  he  was  a  lineal  dest-endant  fi-om  the  famous  Dutch 
i^dvernor  (d'  New  Netherlan<l.  Hamilton  I'ish  uraduateil  from 
<'olnnd>ia  ("olleue  in  1S27.  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  IS:!!). 

He  was  a  \\'hiu  in  }Mditics,  ami  as  the  camlidate  of  that  ])arty 
for  the  Assend>ly  in  ISlH,  he  was  (hd'eated.  In  ISkJ  he  was 
eleclcil  a  member  of  Conuress.  and  in  lS4(j  he  was  nominated  foi' 
lientenant-^ovei'uor.  A  curions  result  follo\\'('d  the  elei  tion  in 
November.  ^'oun!j;,  the  W'hii;'  candidate  f(u-  liovernoi'.  was 
elected;  Silas  "Wi'iuhl,  the  l)eim>ci'atic  candidate,  was  defeated. 
I'Ut,  on  the  otln'r  hand,  Addi>on  (Jardiner.  the  Democratic  can- 
didate for  lieutenant-uo^-ernor.  was  electi'd,  w  hile  I'isli,  the  \\'hiu' 
eandidate,  was  defeated.  This  result  in  Irish's  case  was  dne  to 
the  anti-rent(  rs,  for  these  jieople  looked  w  ith  a\crsion  upon  so 
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proiiduiucd  a  luciiilicr  of  the  laiKlIioldiiiu  class.  I'lUl  llic  iicxi 
year,  when  (lai-diiu'i-  r('sii;n<'d  his  dllicc  lo  hrcoinc  a  .jnd^c  of  tin- 
recently  inst  i(  uted  ( 'onit  of  Ai([ieals,  I'isli  was  a^ain  noniinal(<l, 
and  waseh'cted  1>\'  a  majority  of  Ihii  ty  llionsaiid.  In  iSlS  lie  was 
nominated  for  ^o\-enior  on  the  Wlii^j,  j  icket,  while  John  A. 
was  nominated  l>_\'  tin-  Uarnbnrner  faclion  of  I  lie  I  »enH)cra  t  ic 
party.  I'ish  w  as  <d(  cted  and  ^\  as  inaui;urated  on  January  1, 
1841).    lie  ser\'ed  onl\'  one  term. 

In  1S51  lie  was  elected  to  the  United  States  Senate,  and  re- 
tired to  private  life  at  tin'  expii'ation  of  his  term  in  isr>7.  W'Ikmi 
the  Ih'[»ul)lican  [>arty  was  organized  and  named  in  \S~t\',,  lie  joined 
its  ranks.    Duriny  the  (_'ivil  ^V;;l■  he  was  active  in  the  sui»port  of 

the  government  in  manv  unofli- 


■  eial  capacities,  but  hore  no  oflice. 

'■ 

•    -       In  JSli!)  he  was  indm-ed  lo  lea\e 
■    '     I  prnate  life  a,uain  and  accept  the 
:''''^^'^-¥^h  leadin;'-  itosition  in  the  cabinet  of 
■"Hi President  ( J  rant,  as  secretar\'  of 

feitj^f ^^'*TP»««;'-^''i-..--—- J         ■  Vn/Ir"?  state,  the  iinjtortanf  functions  of 

1  '. 'r: ■!         "--i."^"  ,■  ■■  '■-■-■: 

P^f:  B  ■ '!-^:'Kl|'ri  ■••('•:  •'.-trf?*?!'  which  he  exercised  with  abilitv 
?:i  '  H  ^ '  V '■if'^VH-  i^ll  throUL^h  (irant's  administra- 

'/^^  tion  until   1S7T.     Mr.   Msh  sur- 

AUDUDON's  KLsiDENCE.  ^'i^  ''''  '''^  '  ''i''^'  ''.^^  ^<'veral  years, 

dyiiiL'  on  September  T,  b'^Do. 
It  was  d nriiiL!;  the  second  yeai- of  Hamilton  Fish's  incumbency 
as  ^^overnor  of  New  "i'ork,  that  the  State  beheld  with  [iride  the 
induction  of  .Millard  bilinnue,  another  of  her  sons,  into  the  ex- 
alted oflice  of  President  of  the  Fniou.  lie  wa.s  born  in  the  town 
of  Lo(du',  now  Sinnu'i'i  \  illo,  iu  Cayuga  ('ounty,  on  the  shore  of 
Lake  Ontai'io,  on  T'ebruary  7,  b'^OO.  At  the  a.uc  <»f  fouiteen  he 
was  apprentice(l  to  learn  the  trade  of  wool-carder.  l>eL;an  the 
study  of  law,  howe\'er.  in  1  SI!),  wit  hou  t  nnndi  ])re\'ious  stdiool  ini:. 
with  a  retired  country  lawyer,  teachinii  sidiool  at  the  sanu'  time, 
lie  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  P.uffalo.  and  then  returned  to  his 
own  county  to  be^iin  the  practice  of  liis  profession  at  Aurora,  on 
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I  he  rastcrn  banlv  (tf  Cayuga  In  ls;iO  he  removed  to  IJiilTali/ 

(ipeiied  an  otliee  t here. 

In  ISl'S  lie  was  "iected  to  ilie  Assembly,  ami  in  1S;!2  lo  ("on 
"less,  servinii'  one  term  then;  hnt  lie  was  elerled  ai^-iin  in  is;!(i. 
,iiid  snrcessiN'ely  in  1S;!S  and  decliniiii;  iLie  iiominalion  in 

|siL'.  He  was  tlie  ant  lior  id'  the  TarilT  hill  in  h"^  IL'.  and  I  his  don  hi - 
less  led  t(»  his  heinu  mnninated  fei-  \'ice-J 'residenl  in  .May,  h'^ll. 
It  was  on  a  h»sin^' ti(d<ei,  however,  and  I»ein^  |int  in  nomimiiioii 
for  i;()\-ernor  in  Se[demher  of  tlie  sann'  year,  lie  w  as  also  defeated 
on  that  ti(dc(>t.  In  IStT  he  was  tdeeted  eoid rolh'i'  of  the  State, 
and  in  IS-IS  he  was  jdaeed  second  on  the  titdcet  with  <ieiieral 
Zaidniry  Taylor,  the  hero  (d"  tiie  ^lexican  War,  and  rode  side  by 
side  with  Idm  to  ^■ietorv.  as  is  apt  to  lia]ii'on  in  the  ease  of  a 
iKHinnee  of  military  rejnUe.  Thus  he  l»eeame  the  successor  of 
Aaron  I?nrr,  (roor.ue  (dinton,  Dainid  I).  Tom})kins,  and  ^lartin 
\'an  Itnren,  of  his  oww  Stale,  in  the  (d'lice  ol'  \dce  IMcsideid . 

Only  one."  btd'ore  liad  tlu^  jiossibility  of  reachinu  ilie  snprenie 
position  been  roalize<l,  when  d'yh'i'  succeeded  Harrison  after 
one  brief  month  of  service.  In  the  present  instance,  ^Fillard  I'ill- 
more  was  advanced  from  Mce-President  to  I'resident,  by  the 
death  of  Za<diary  Taylor,  on  duty  1),  isr.O,  after  an  incumbency  of 
one  year  and  four  moid  I's.  ( )n  d  nly  1 0  Idllmoi-e  was  i nan, unrated, 
lie  nnide  Dardid  \\'ebster  his  secrcdary  of  slate.  The  two  met; 
wci-e  in  sympathy  in  rheir  conservatixc  stand  on  the  slavery 
"inestion.  Opposition  to  that  institntion  was  i-ainini;  headway 
in  the  State-.  At  Syracnse  a  mob  r"scned  a  fni:ili\'e  slave  frdin 
the  hands  of  the  l'^e(b'ral  (dlicers,  ^\ho  had  ai»pr<diended  him  in 
••onsonance  with  the  fn,i;itive-sla\'e  law.  Yet  Idlhnore  was  stren- 
uous f(»r  the  maintenance  of  that  law  ami  the  observance  of  the 
eoinproniises  ou  the  subject  of  slavery  extension  in  tlu'  terri- 
tori(^s. 

There  was,  therefore,  some  chan;^e  in  ])olicv  wdth  the  ailsent 
"f  the  new  I'resideid  frmn  New  York.  William  II.  Seward, 
tdiosen  to  the  Senate  at  the  same  idetdion  that  made  Taylor 
Presidi'nt.  had  been  fa\-ored  by  the  latter  in  the  ajiixiinl  ment .  of 
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I'Y'dcral  ollicers  in  the  St;ilc.    'I'licsc  wci<'  Iwistily  mmikivciI  hv 
I'illmoic  to  iii;ik('  way  for  mcii  not  in  syin]iatl;_v  with  Scwjiid 
tiK'  qurstion  tlial  was  Ix-coniini;  more  and  more  I>nl•llill^  <'\ci  \ 
yt-ai-.    In  IS.")!!  he  was  a  candidate  for  rcnuniinal  ion,  luii  all  i  In 
free  States  were  ai^ainst  liini  (Ui  I  lie  ballot,  his  own  Siaie  ,i;i\  iiiL,' 
him  hut  si'\"eii  \'otes,  ( 'onnecl  irut   three,  and   lowa  thriM-, 
<ieneial  \\  intield  Sr((n  receiscd  the  nonun.ttion.     r.nl  e\cn  a 
military  liei-o  could  not  save  the  day  foi'  those  who  fa\oie(l  com- 
liromise  measures. 

Mllmore  retii-ed  to  private  life  at  tlie  close  of  his  teiiu  in 
3Iarch,  ISoo.  I»y  some  writers  his  adnnnisd-ation  has  been  «diar- 
acterized  as  inulorious,  if  ?iot  a  failui'e,  w  ldle  othei's  sjx-ak  of  hi.', 
course  as  marked  "  b\'  smind  discretion,  humam'  ]U'on(]»t  ne>s. 
and  jiractical  wi.vd(uu.'"  He  y.\vui  bacdc  lo  his  home  at  JIuffalo, 
stricken  by  the  loss  of  his  wife  thice  we<d';s  before  the  close  of  his 
term.  While  on  a  tour  of  Eni'o])e,  in  1S.")(;,  he  was  nominated  for 
President  by  the  "Native  American"  Jiarty,  and,  (d'  course, 
without  results.  l)ui  inu  tlie  remaind(-r  of  his  life  he  lived  (|ni<'t]\ 
at  Buffalo,  iii\  inu  himsidf  miudi  to  the  study  of  books  and  I  he 
society  i)f  i)ri\  ate  friends,  but  never  again  mi.viug  in  politics.  He 
(Wvd  on  ^larcli  (>,  11^74. 

In  the  year  that  beludd  the  ctilmination  of  the  Tunltitudinous 
railroad  enteriirises,  everywhere  spreadin;.;  thi()Ui;hout  tlie  co\m- 
tiy  and  the  State,  in  the  tirst  great  truidc  railroad  between  t!ie 
]']ast  and  the  AN'esl,  the  governor  of  the  Stat*'  was  Washington 
Hunt.  He  wasixun  at  "\\'indham,  (Ji-ceiie  Couidy,  on  August  o. 
isn.  After  receiving  only  a  comuKUi-school  edm-ation  he  Ix'gan 
the  study  of  law  early,  and  was  adnnttt^l  to  the  bar  wdien  he  was 
twenty-three  years  of  age.  Hi'  then  select<'<l  tlu'  far  west  of  his 
State  for  the  piactice  (d"  his  ])r(d'ession  and  the  making  of  a 
career,  like  so  many  successful  men  of  his  day,  and  settle<l  \u  the 
rising  village  id'  Lockport,  whicli  had  been  founded  (udy  a  fe\\' 
years  befor«'  with  the  ad\ent  of  the  canal,  w  hosi^  most  reinaika- 
l)le  system  of  locks  was  constructed  here  and  gave  tlu''  jdac'' 
its  name.    Two  years  later  he  was  appidnted  the  tifst  jtnlge  o! 


THE    EMPIRE    STATE    IX    THREE    CEXTUUIES.  119 

Ni;tu:ir;i  Coiiiity.  In  1S42  lie  was  elected  t(t  Coiiuicss,  hut  did 
iiul  loii^'  sei've  Ihtc,  for  in  \SV-\  he  was  eh'cted  eonlroner  nf  fhi- 
Slate,  a  position  \\  hi(di  lie  hehl  init^il  ISII). 


^  ^^-j'-r'W^        J^-^i^  t^'C^:^/^  ^  ■" 


FACSIMILE  OF  LETTER  WKITTEX  I!  Y  KOBHIT  FULTON. 


Ill  1850  lie  was  nominated  for  iiovernor,  his  opiionont  in  the 
I'ace  heini;-  Horatio  Seynnnir.  Two  years  later  the  t^\■o  were 
a^ain  pittiMl  a:j;ainst  each  otliei*,  ^^■hen  the  tables  were  turned, 
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and  GoAci'iioi'  Ihinr  was  (•oiiifx'llcd  to  retire  from  the  cliair.  ![•• 
then,  in  IS.")!!,  went  back  to  ]>ri\ale  life,  yet  retained  a  sullirieiii 
liold  on  the  W'hi^'  jtart  v  to  he  oU'ered  I  lie  nomination  of  \'ice. 
l*resi(h'nt  inthe  ^reat  contest  and  amonu  t  he  midl  i])lie(l  noinina- 
tions  of  1S(!0.  r.nt  he  (h'ciined  the  honor;  and,  after  v.il  iii-ssiii;_. 
tiie  strniiuh-  of  t  he  (Mvil  War  from  hei;innin_i;  to  end,  he  died  |  w,, 
yeai's  after  its  cessat  ion.  in  New  ^'ork  ( "ily,  on  I  'ebrnary  2,  ls(i7. 

Diirin.L;  1  he  hrst  \  eai-  of  his  incumhency,  on  .May  14,  IS.")] ,  ( - 
eriM)i'  Hunt,  in  his  ofru  ial  capacity  as  (dnef  of  the  »^tate,  tool;  ])ai  I 
in  tlie  cerenutnies  ccdehiatin^  tlie  coni]iletiiin  of  tlie  first  trunlv 
line  of  railroad  that  the  country  had  as  yet  known,  and  whii  li 
stretched  from  (he  extreme  western  border  of  I  1k'  i^tafe  (Ui  hake 
Ki-ii'  to  the  I)aidvS  of  f  he  Hudson.  ]  t  w  as  the  result  of  much  that 
had  been  i^oim;  on  in  the  wa.y  of  raiii-oad  construction  thr(tuuli 
all  the  years  whose  events  we  have  been  recortlin^',  since  the 
tirst  cliai'ter  for  a  railroad  was  j^ranted  by  the  iA\e,islature  in 
1S2<!.  The  introduction  and  successful  o])eration  of  r;iili'oads  in 
Eni;land,  w  hich  led  Hn^  w  ay  in  this  enter])rise  as  we  did  in  steam 
navi^at i(ui.  turned  nu'u's  attention  to  the  subject  here;  for  cei-- 
tainly  \\e  needed  something;-  of  this  kind  to  nmitralize  the  disad- 
vantages of  otir  "  mauniticent  distajn-es." 

A  wi-iter  whose  \\ork  was  })ublislied  in  1S20,  and  who  must 
have  ^^■l•itten  al»out  that  tinn\  i;ives  a  ^■iew  of  the  state  of  the 
qiu'stion  then  w  liiidi  is  extremely  interesting  in  the  lii;ht  of  latei- 
events.  In  the  State  of  New  \'ork,"'  he  says.  "  much  has  been 
said  on  the  subject,  but  ua  railroads  have  as  yet  been  const  lani  ed. 
The  Hon.  Stejthen  Ynn  Keiisselaer  ;iud  some  others,  in  1S2<;,  ]»ro- 
cured  the  einnMnu'nt  of  a  law  to  make  <tne  from  tln^  city  of 
S(dienectady  to  the  city  of  Albany.  Since  then  an  a(d  has  been 
passed  aiithorizinu  the  nnilsiuu  of  a  railway  from  t'atskill,  on  *he 
Hudson,  to  Itlia<-a,  on  I'all  ('reek,  at  the  head  of  Cayuiia  Lake. 
These  roads,  should  lhe\-  be  made,  are  to  be  constructed  by  com 
]>anies,  the  State  takinu  no  interest  in  tluMu.  The  i>racticabilii  ^ 
of  constrnctinu-  both  seems  to  be  (-(un  eded.  The  expense  of  Ha 
latter  is  estimated  at  one  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars."' 
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Tlir  Itliacn  mid  Calsldll  railroad  ]i('\('r  mat criali/.tMl,  and  wv 
ran  not  Siiy  that  the  I'onto  was  a  lia|i]ty  selection,  with  that  f(_»r- 
iiiidahle  Itai'rier  of  inonntains  to  he  (»V('icoine  just  before  toui-hin^' 
ils  uoal  on  the  Hudson  Uiver.  ^\'e  lia\('  alieady  liiveii  the  details 
of  t  lie  consti'Uetion  of  1  he  ol  her  railroad,  how cNM^r.  which,  I  hon^h 
chartered  in  1S2(),  did  imt  he^in  constrnction  till  ISMO. 

It  is  an  inteii'stini;  fact  that,  for  the  second  i-aili'oad  in  actinil 
(i|iei-ation  within  the  Slate,  we  must  look  lo  that  cornej'  of  it 
where  Loni;  Island  stretches  its  lonely  length  into  the  eastern 
seas.  Tn  ]8']2  ]>i'ooklyn,  the  j;roat  ciiy  on  the  island  facing  New 
^'ork,  had  not  yet  enu'r^ed  from  the  condition  of  a  villa<ie. 
.\c\ ci'l  heless,  Ihi'i'e  \\"as  incorporated  in  that  year,  the  llrooklyu 
and  Jamaica  Ii'ailroad  Conqtany."  Jamaica  M  as  a  villaL;*'  nearly 
;is  old,  but  not  nearly  so  lar^<',  at  a  distance  of  tdeven  or  twelve 
miles  abnost  due  east.  A  double  track  was  laid  from  a  ])oint  in 
iJrooklyn,  about  opp(»site  the  extreme  southern  ])oint  of  ^lanliat- 
lan  Islantl,  to  Jamai(  a,  and  on  April  18,  18o0,  trains  began  to  be 
run  between  the  two  places. 

Thi*-'  did  not  end  the  entei'prise,  however.  In  1831  tin/  former 
com[»any  had  assumed  a  more  ambitious  title,  with  a  new  incor- 
poration, as  tlu'  "  Long  Island  Kailroad  Comiiany,"  and  the  sann> 
day  that  the  first  train  ran  from  I>rooklyn  to  Januiica,  Mas  S(^- 
h'ctcd  to  empdiasize  the  more-  (-xtended  ])urpose  of  the  com]>any 
iiy  the  formal  breaicing  of  ground  for  the  continuation  of  the 
load  to  the  end  of  tlie  island.  l*y  August,  18:17.  the  road  was  in 
siinicienl  readim  ss  to  admit  t  he  running  of  trains  as  far  as  11  icks- 
ville,  ;i  distam-e  of  nearly  t w(Mity-';'ight  miles  from  l'.ro(dclyn. 
Ill  July,  ]Sii,  the  first  train  passed  mer  the  whole  length  of  the 
load  to  Oreenport.  The  intention  of  the  original  jn-ojectors  of 
I  his  road  had  been  to  provide^  a  quick  and  shoi-t  means  of  transit 
between  New  York  and  l^oston.  P>ut  by  the  time  the  extremity 
of  bong  Islaml  M  as  reaidied,  other  roads,  furnishing  nn  all  rail 
'iiid  land  rout<'  t(»  the  N(mv  England  nu'tropolis,  had  been  citm- 
I'h  ted,  and  for  many  years  the  Long  Island  Uailroad  led  a  pre- 
carious existence. 
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Meant  iuH'  the  uihmI  work  l»('i:,uii  a  I  the  cast  end  <»f  t  lie  pi-fsfin 
well  kTKtw  n  "  New  ^'mk  ('cntral  systcia  had  Ixm-h  folloucii  n^, 
l)i('(ciiica I  almiu  its  wIkiIc  It'ii;:^^ili  tn  i'.ulValo.  I'roiii,  say,  Islo  i,, 
lsr»;5,  sli(ii-t  distaiucs  were  ac('(iiii])lis!i('d  hctwccii  i^rowin^  ciiii^. 
as  the  iiiaiit  iMdciiuisc  of  lu-day,  slil,!  in  its  iiif'aiicy  tiicii, 
Icaniiiii;  the  niai  i  li  w  irii  its  "  seven  icauaiMl  hoots  "  step  l>y  sti  p. 
After  tli<'  Albany  and  Schenecl ad \',  came  tlie  S(  lien<'ct ad  \  aini 
Tro3'  Railroad.  lik<'  a  feider  nortliward.    Then,  contininnu  ih  ■ 

w  e  s  t  \\'  a  r  d  nia  rrh, 
there  came  to  he,  in 
due  course  (»f  tiin«'. 
the  TTtica  and  Schen- 
ectady road. 

Another  bold  step 
^^'as  the  Syracuse  and 
rtica,  whi(di  ih'viatcd 
^  roni  the  straii;ht  line 

,  '  et\\een    the  two 

v' '  )wns,    to    take  in 
!  .onie,  north  of  t  hat 
.  line;  but  it  was  imt 

„.;>•''  lon<4-  before  the  Syra 

(•use  and  I'tica  direct 
railroad  was  also 
laid  out.  I'^roni  Syra 
c  u  s  e  west  w  a  r  d 
extemleil  the  llochester  and  Syracuse,  Avhi(di  naturally  souL:hl 
also  the  llor.rishini;-  villages  of  Canandai^na,  Geneva,  and 
Aul)nrii.  I'roni  IJiudiester  westward,  a^ain,  thert'  were  tie' 
Jtoidiester,  Lotdvport  and  Niagara  I'alls  IJailioad  ami  the  Ko(  hes- 
ter  and  llnfTalo:  while  r.nri'alo  was  also  conm'cte(l  with  the 
former  road  by  the  IIiUTalo  and  Lo(  lq)ort.  Here,  then,  were  no 
less  than  eiulit  separate  railioads  umlei'  dilTerent  manaj4'enu'nt . 
while  yet  forniiuLi  a  continnous  system;  but  as  utt<'rly  f(U'eiuni  to 
each  other  as  if  th<'\'  were  in  different  States.    There  was  a 
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.Mohawk  Valley  railroad  formed,  however,  wbieli  united  a  few 
at  t  lie  east  end. 

In  ls:>T  New  York  City  was  eoiii;rattilatiiii;  itself  upon  a  piece 
of  i-ailroad  en^ineerinu,  which  s(tiuo  r)f  iis  editors  i-eadily 
acconut''d  the  "  lOi^hth  W'oiidi  r  of  the  \\'oi'ld.'"  .This  was  a  tiin- 
iii'l  |tiercin,u  the  hisloric  Muiray  Hill,  named  after  the  Mnriay 
family  whose  ()uaker  aiici-sloi'  had  so  ojipoi  l  unely  detained  <!en- 
eral  Howe  with  her  hospitality.  It  I'an  for  al)<»ul  a  half  nnle 
nnder  iironnd,  and  ser\-ed  to  Iti-ini;  into  town  the  trains  of  the 
Harlem  Kailroad.  Another  tnnmd  penetrat<Ml  the  rocks  of  the 
"  mountains  "  facing  Ha  idem  jdains;  and  t  litis  t  he  center  of  West- 
(hesler  County,  without  any  i:real  towns  to  contribute  traffic, 
had  iniiiKMliate  communication  with  the  met ro])olis.  A  more 
lU'omisini;  route  was  that  alonu'  the  Hudson,  and  nature  seemed 
to  iinite  a  ])assa^e-way  for  trains  alon^  its  convenient  banks. 
The  Hudson  lli\<'r  Kailroad  ("oinpany  \\as  ori^anized  to  seize 
these  advanta;j,es,  and  received  a  charter  on  ^lay  12,  iSKk  A 
l*>nt;er  stretch  of  road  was  contemplated  than  had  hitherto  been 
constructed  by  one  company,  as  it  was  intended  to  connect  Al- 
bany and  New  York.  Trains  tirst  t)ei;an  to  run  to  Easf  Albany 
on  October  3,  1S51. 

iS'ot  quite  half  a  year  before  this  railroad  construction  had 
reachefl  its  culmination  f(n'  this  early  period  in  its  histiu-y,  in  the 
successful  accomjdishment  of  the  Erie  JJailroad,  the  first  real 
trunk  line  in  the  country.  The  l]rie  Canal,  from  year  to  year,  con- 
1inue<l  to  vindicate  the  vast  exjiemlitirre  of  money,  and  it  was 
not  loni;  in  enteriuLi'  the  minds  of  the  men  of  a  commonwealth 
jirosperous  and  promisim;  still  greater  ]irosi)erit,y,  that  a  prime 
element  in  the  development  (d'  the  Ir^tate  wotild  be  a  rapid  over- 
land communication  between  the  western  lakes  and  the  Hud- 
son iJiver.  ^\'hat  the  h^rie  Canal  was  (h)in^,  sur(dy  but  slowly, 
with  the  sluuLtish  and  awdcw  ard  canal-boat,  and  by  a  very  round- 
about route,  that  the  railroad,  with  its  swifter  trains,  juNuuised 
to  achieve  just  as  surely,  with  the  aibh'*!  advantai;e  of  rapidity 

One  would  have  thought  that  the  country  through  w  hiidi  the 
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]']ru' Canal  j)ass(Ml  w  ould  he  sck'clcd  for  such  a  road,  siiico  it  li;ni 
fiiriiislicd  already  a  couiparali^cly  easy  {lassaLic-way  aloii;,^  coii- 
vi'iiiciit  l"\  <ds  and  acroniiiiodat  ini:  x  alh  ys.  Jlut  il  w  as  doultt  los 
supposed  that  a  huid  route  couhl  imue  sucresstui ly  carve  its 
own  way  wliere  it  wished,  and  sa\c  tlu-  i^rcat  addition  ot  dis- 
tance caused  by  the  iu)rthern  arc  suhtended  in  a  general  w.iv 
from  liulTah)  to  Alljany,  leaving  the  teiininus  after  all  over  ;i 
hundred  ndh'S  from  New  ^'(irk  ("it.\-.  As  direct  a  i-oute  troiii  Ih  ic 
to  Hudson  as  was  ])ossihk'  was  wanted;  one  that  wouhl  strike 
the  river's  western  bank  at  its  in'arest  })oint  to  New  York 
within  New  Yoilv  territory.  Ih'uce  tlic  route  liualiy  chosen  ('X- 
teinled  from  Dunldrlv.  on  Lake  i-aie,  to  I'iei-mont,  on  llie  Hudson. 

The  NeA\'  York  and  Lake  Erie  K'ailroad  Company  was  (diar- 
tered  in  lS;j2;  its  capital  to  be  not  mon'  than  ten  nnllions,  and  its 
charter  to  be  in  forct^  fifty  years.  Tlie  surveys  weri'  comph'te<l 
in  ISo.j,  these  havinii'  Ix'eu  made  by  two  en^ineei-s  <»f  the  two 
main  divisions:  HutKson  lliver  to  rdnuhamtun  and  I^in^hamton 
to  Lake  Erie.  On  beinu  ri']»oi't(^d  to  tlie  Le.aishiture  tliere  was 
tlie  usual  conservati^•e  o])|M)sition  to  the  ])roject.  H  was  ealled 
"  cliimerical,  im[>ract  icable,  useless."  It  was  objected  that  such 
a  road  was  im])os;.sible;  and  even  if  that  primary  i)osition  could 
bo  disproNcd,  and  the  road  built,  the  iui])ossible  a(  hieve(L  what 
were  the  i;-ood  of  it?  "  It  would  nevei'  be  used,  as  the  southern 
counties  were  sterile,  mountainous,  and  thinly  populated,  yi(dd- 
inv;  but  few  market;ible  i)roducts."  The  foridioders  oi'  ill  wen- 
more  than  or<l!uarily  correct  in  their  ])ro^uost  icat  i(m.  l^)r  it  is 
a  stranij,e  fact  that  t  he  railroad  t  aking  its  route  by  I  hi'  round- 
about way  (d'  the  northern  countii^'s,  and  reaching  the  Hudson 
far  u])  abo\-e  Xew  York,  as  tlie  canal  by  its  side  does,  lias  yet 
j^rown  to  be  the  main  artei-y  of  traflic  between  tlie  AYest  and  the 
East. 

However,  tln^  huiu-headedness  of  the  ()])pom'nts  was  only  su(di 
apparently,  and  the  friends  of  ])ro,L;ress  outvoted  them  because 
their  ideas  were  felt  to  be  the  best.  Subscriptions  u])  to  nearly 
two  millions  were  in  by  1S'.\C>,  the  State  loaned  three  millions, 
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aii'l  in  Scptcinbci',  ISolI,  bids  wck'  solicited  lor  ilie  const  nul  ion 
of  iIh'  section  fidni  the  I)ela\\are  to  raHicooii  ('icelc,  a  ilislaiice 
of  altont  forty  miles,  ami  ci-nstiaiction  heL'an  on  the  tiisi  ten 
miles,  fi'oin  f'iennont,  on  the  llmlson,  weslwanl.  On  Sejiteinbei- 
L':;,  ISH,  trains  i-au  from  riernmnt  to  <ioslie.n,  fortv-six  miles 
apart;  in  -lanuary,  ISKI,  the  road  was  tiiushed  to  Middlelown. 
Now  linancial  eml)ai-rassmen i s  tell  upon  the  enteri)rise  and  i-e- 
larded  its  execution  for  a  while.  KeorL;ani/.al  ion  fidlowed,  with 
a  nmre  viuoroiis  resumi»tion  of  laltoj-,  so  that  we  can  now  trace 
steailily  the  advance  (d'  the  road  to  ]*ort  Jervis,  January,  IS-IS; 


13UKKAr.(J,  IN  1813. 


to  r.inuhamlon,  December,  ISIS;  to  IClmira,  Octolter  1S40; 
to  Hornells\-ille,  Se[)tember,  IS.")!);  to  ])nnl.;ii-lc,  its  tei-minns, 
Ajiiil  L'L',  iSol.  As  each  section  reachi'd  completion,  ap]>roiM'ia te 
cerenioides  attended  the  enconrauinu  occasion,  ami  for  llie  ceh' 
i'laiion  (d'  its  entire  acconi[)lishnieut,  elaborate  arrani;cmeids 
^\  ere  nia(h». 

Till'  dale  selected  v,as  May  1  t,  1S.~1.    President  l"dlmore,  him 
self  a  New  "N'ork  man.  Mas  in\il<'<l  to  ^I•ac(>  the  alTair  with  his 
pi-esciicc,  and  acc<'j»te<l,  h  iidinu  Inster  to  the  conqiativ  he  bronuht 
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with  liiiii  by  inakiii-;-  Daniel  W'ebstrr,  then  scri-ctary  i»f  siatr. 
one  of  liis  pai'tv.  Tliere  were  also  the  governor  of  th''  Siaie, 
Washington  Hunt,  anil  a  bialliant  array  of  State  oliicials.  Tin  s.- 
all,  and  many  more  gtiests  less  exalted  in  iiosiiion,  were  accijm- 
niodated  with  tw(t  trains  handsomely  derorafed.  At  the  vaiimi- 
])oiiits  along  the  rout(^  cannon  boomed  and  Ihigs  were  flung  tn  Me' 
breeze,  ami  wher<'\'er  stops  wet"  maib'  overniglit,  thei-c 
bamiiieting  ami  speeeh-making  galore.  So  merrily  went  the 
jotirney — as  it  had  been  \\itli  the  om-  over  the  canal  in  ISL'.")— 
from  Dunkirk  in  (Jiianlamiua  County,  across  its  northern  cornei- 
into  Cattaratigus. 

Utilizing  convenietit  streams  lure  it  traversed  Alleghan\ 
County,  unaided  by  any  natural  passage-^^•ays,  but  found  these 
again  in  Stonben  County,  deviating  muidi  fi-om  a  straight  course 
eastward  to  iind  them.  Throtigh  Chi'mung  County  it  A\as  aid{'(! 
by  a  tributary  of  the  great  Susiitudumna.  and  its  own  dec])  ])ath- 
■\vay  through  (lie  nuiuntains  carrie<l  )h<'  road  through  Tioga  and 
Iti'ooiue  counties.  At  the  borders  of  l)elaA\are  County  it  turned 
solltlleast^^•ard  t(»  utilize  the  valle\'  the  river  of  that  name  had 
made  for  its(df,  thus  also  barcdy  toutdnng  the  westerly  bounda- 
ries of  Sulli\an.  Lea\  ing  the  ]  >elaware  at  I'ort  -Ter\  is.  it  crossed 
Orange  County  at  its  very  centet,  and  <  ame  to  a  terminus  at  the 
extreme  southern  a]»ex  of  triangular  Ko(  klaiid.  In  later  years 
the  State  of  Xeu'  Jersey  ^\■as  traversed  so  as  to  reaidi  New  *»rk 
all  the  way  by  laud,  but  at  the  beginning  it,  was  desirable  to 
remain  entirely  \\ithin  the  one  State  through  all  of  the  four 
liumlred  and  eighty  miles. 

So  long  a  road,  making  lUie  continuous  line  betw<'en  T^ast  and 
AN'est,  was  a  marvel  in  those  days.  T.iit  the  example  was  soon 
followed,  and,  miturally,  first  of  all,  in  ti  e  tier  of  counties  north 
of  those  traversed  by  t  he  ICrie  (  'aiuil,  where  a  I  i  iink  line  was  ready 
to  hand.  The  numerous  liiu's  already  meniioiUMl  Mere  simply 
dove-tailed  iid(.)  eaidi  other,  and  there  was  the  Xew  "N'ork  (Central 
Kailroad,  tlitis  constitutedi  by  law  on  Aju'il  2,  IS.".:^.  Tl  seem<'d 
so  satisfactory,  if  only  that  lorn:  stretch  of  laud  between  the 
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Ij'ic  and  the  Hudson  cinilil  !»*■  crossed,  thai  the  loL'ical  (  (uniilt' 
liiiii  iif  (lie  chain,  nialc'niL;  a  liiinU  line  acMially  cxli'iidiiiL;  I'lniii 
r.iilTalo  to  X('\v  V(trk  Citv,  was  yet  (h'laycd  for  sixtcfii  ycai's. 
Th<'[),  in  tilt'  Hudson  llivor  Kailroad  w  as  wchh'd  lo  I  hi 

New  \'()rk  Central,  and  t  he  sni)S('qiU'iir  linancial  troubles  of  the 
Ilric  liailroad  seem  to  demonsti-ate  that  the  northi-rn  system  was 
I  lie  better  of  the  two  ui'ter  all. 


FEIX.  A  KM  8. 


CTTAPTER  XYin. 


THE  rLANTl\«;  OF  Till:  CITilOS. 

W'OKD  of  caution  needs  to  he  adilressed  to  the  I'cadfi- 
he  Tore  lie  enteis  ti]i(  ii  i  he  pern  sal  of  this  i  lia  ptei'.  [\r 
should  cai-efnllv  note  its  ('a]ition.  We  id-ojjose  to 
only  the  storv  of  the  I'lanlinu  "  of  the  cities.  In  no 
sense  can  wo  enihrace  w  ithin  the  scope  of  these  V(dnnies  a  hisloiy 
of  each  of  these  cities  fi-oni  he.i;innin_i;'  to  end.  Canals  and  rail 
roads  f;ave  orii;in  to  most  <if  t  hem,  and  l  his  is  t  he  point  we  w  ish  in 
empliasize  aflt-r  havini;  treated  of  those  entei-i)i'ises.  As  we 
touch  one  and  another  W(Miiay  i;i\-e  a  line  or  two  of  a  slcetch  thai 
hints  at  their  later  Lilory,  and  may  add  an  estimate  of  jiresciii 
pojtnlation.  l>nt  onr  main  ohject  is  to  show  how  they  spranu  u]», 
and  what  they  were  like  when  canals  and  railroads  were  lU'W 
things. 

It  is  a  sa^c  lemark  of  our  \-em'rahle  historian  of  the  State, 
^Macauley,  made  in  ISl".),  that  the  const I'ucl ion  of  a  railroad  from 
Ithaca  to  Catskill,  and  from  Ttica  to  ("henani;*)  I'oint  i  latci- 
1  Jinuham  t  on  ) ,  "would  occasion  the  I'ise  of  villages  and  tend  to 
p()}inlate  those  secti(>ns."'  'I'lie  railroads  of  the  State  liave  done 
better  than  cause  the  i-ise  (d'  villages.  City  aftei-  city  has  arisen 
in  their  wake.  Tlu'  I'^rie  Canal  hegan  to  string  them  lilce  jewels 
ah)ng  its  silvery  rhi-ead.  The  nu)re  aggressi\-e  railroad  stim- 
uhited  the  jtrocess;  and  it  may  he  well  to  che(dc  (Uii-  narrati\e  o! 
events  merely  consecutive,  to  take  account  of  the  ]danting  ot 
cities  in  onr  iMnpire  State. 

In  order  to  get  a  satisfy^ctory  view  of  the  concentration  of  pop 
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tiliitidii,  iiicaiiinu'  also  tlic  coiiccntra tidii  <if'  hnsiiM-ss  and  industry 
ill  ccrlaiii  localities  t  liroiiulmut  tlic  State,  we  shall,  perhaps,  in 
niaiiy  cases  have  to  treat  of  j»laces  which  are  not  strictly  and 
coriioralely  "cities,""  but  which  iiii^ht  be,  or  ou^hl  to  be.  and 
would  certainly  be  sn«di  in  the  breezy  and  bi.u-speakini;'  \\'est. 
riaces  of  aljout  t liree  or  t'oui-  t  ho u sand  inhabitants  would  ha rdly 
expect  to  u'et  a  city  (diarter  and  i;o\-ernnient  within  our  boi-deis: 
yet  so  careful  and  [)ainstakin^'  an  anthoriiy  as  Trofcssor  -Taines 
I'ryce  [daces  these  u)»on  his  list  of  cities,  and  he  i:i\es  our  Stale 
tlH'i'eby  a  most  iniifosiny  array  of  lifiy-idne  coninnmities  of  that 
sort. 

It  is  somewhat  of  a  temptation  to  accept  his  ^■enerous  estimate, 
and  thus  fortify  the  idaini  of  Ijuidic  for  oni-  State.  ]5ut  we  shall 
resist  the  tt'mi>tati(»n,  and  base  our  study  of  the  Slate's  proLiress 
upon  the  more  modest  liuure  wlii(di  remains  when  ^ve  found  the 
estimate  upon  [daces  of  about  ten  thotisaud  iidiabilants.  If  has 
not  been  the  custom  lately  to  liiant  the  dignity  of  cityhood  to 
localities  of  less  than  twelve  tliousaiul.  I'.ut  Hudson,  incorpor- 
ated in  ITS],  numbei's  as  yet  only  niiu'  thousand  ei^ht  hundred 
and  eiuhty-tive.  accoi'dini;'  to  the  last  census  of  the  United  States 
in  isilb,  and  is  still,  (d'  course,  ;i  city.  An<l  we  must  not  fori;ct 
that  New  Vorlc  ami  Al!)aiiy,  when  they  were  chartered,  [»ossesse(l 
about  the  same  [)o[mlation  as  limlson  ha<l  in  ITSf,  oi-  about 
fifteen  hundi'ed.  Hence  we  shall  notice  communities  numlx'i-- 
iii;^'  aljout  ten  thousand  in  IS'.lb  as  wc  proceed  fi-om  c<uinty  to 
<-ounty  to  observe  the  deA('lo]»ment  u{'  the  Slate  as  the  i-esul1  of 
its  venturesonu'  exjx  iidilure  of  i;reat  sfinis.  whi(di  the  events  id' 
the  futuic  were  to  \imlicate  or  condemn,  in  the  establishment 
of  (diannels  of  c(anmunicat ion  and  luLihways  of  traffic. 

We  naturally  turn,  to  be^in  witli.  to  the  emrnems  concentra- 
tion of  [>o[)ulation  in  and  around  >^ew  York  ('"i<y.  The  cit\'  hmu' 
a^o  absorbed  and  tilled  the  count  v.  T'.rookh  n  has  done  the  same 
for  Kin^s  County.  In  (^Mieens  there  was  a  lamentable  im-oiixu'a- 
tiiui  of  clos(dy  contiuuous  neighborhoods  into  the  farcical  muni- 
cipality of  l,onu'  Nl  a  nd  City.  Kit  liuiond  County,  or  St  a  ten  Islaiul^ 
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liiul  no  <'iti«'S,  hut  foniu'd  itself  ;in  almost  coiiipaft  city  |mi|>ii1;i 
tioii  of  nearly  lifl\-t\\<»  tlKHisaiid  souls  in  lS!M).  West c lust i  i 
Connty  has  ^'(»llke^s,  with  Sinn  t^in^  .iiid  I'eekskill  just  (i\ci-  ih,. 
limit  we  haw  ai-hitiarily  estahlishe(I  tui'  our  pi-eseiil  iiui|Misr. 
And  all  helew  \'()nkeis  (with  its  ir>,U(MI  jieoiile),  in  West  cIh 'si  ei-. 
has  u<nv  been  ahsorhed—  with  half  of  (Jueens  and  all  of  Jviims 
and  Kiehmond  counties  —into  t  he  i;reat  coi-poiat  ion  consolidaiiie^ 
into  onv  city  of  lluee  and  a  half  millions  of  souls,  the  ineii-opuli,^ 
of  State,  and  Union,  and  hemisphere,  New  \'ork;  so  that  I'.rook 

lyn,  the  third  city  in  t  lie  la  nd. 
until  C'hica.^o  tilled  itself  np 
with  win(lswe[)t  ])rairies,  is 
now  but  one  of  her  boro\ii;hs. 

As  we  u})  the  liuilsoii 
Kivor,  we  fin<l  Orange  ('ount_\ 
rejoicini^  in  one  biuia  tide  city, 
\\ith  another  exceediuii  the  ten 
tli>nsanil  mai'k.  And  thus 
'Miinn  ilit^'  rounds  of  all  the 
\  counties  in  a  summar,\'  way,  we 
learn  that,  aside  from  the  coun- 
ties absorb<'d  by  New  York 
City,  there  are  about  twenty 
six  that  rejoice  in  c(unmuinties 
of  ten  thousand  or  more  inhab 
itants.  The  lines  ot  the  lari^i'st 
cities  are  those  of  the  Hudson  Uiver,  the  .Mohawk  Kivei',  and  the 
lu'ie  Canal,  with  its  now  inseparable  ('entral  liailroad  system. 
Aloni;'  the  iM'ie  llailroad,  or  within  easy  reach  of  it.  there  are 
about  seven  or  einht  localities  numbe?inn  from  a  Utile  over  ten 
thousand  to  over  thirty  thousand.  In  th<'  ntuthern  (piarter,  fi-oin 
the  St.  La\vrence  to  l.ake  ( "liamplain,  i  here  are  but  rhree  or  four 
places  of  the  size  we  are  not  iciuu,  ami  ueit  her  of  them  exceediiiL: 
fourteen  or  lifteen  thousand  in  IS'.M).  While  the  tier  of  counties 
betAveen  those  of  tin."  Erie  Kailroad  and  the  lilrie  Canal,  is  a 
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i.'^idii  wiicic  we  titi<l  no  jiIiK  artiiiiiiiiL;  ('\'cii  tlic  iiifxlt'Sl  limit 
.,f  It'll  t  lionsaiuj. 

Siiitiiiiinu  up  in  aiiollici-  \\av,  mo  ascci  tain  that  New  Yitrk  and 
Ilict.ikl vn,  w'licn  still  S(']iaiMtt',  t-arli  cxc^'cdcd  I  lie  million  mai'k, 
ill.'  formt'i'  I'cacliim;  \  ('iy  ni'aflv  two  millions  hcfoic  the  consoli- 
ihiiion.  It  was  an  intri'cst  in;^  cii-cnmsl  a  iin'  thai  in  raiilanii  tho 
I  iiics  of  tilt'  Fnion,  the  tifst  .  ity  in  nnmlicr  of  inliahitants  had 
lit  1m'  ci'cditod  to  our  Stato.  and  tlini  when  the  third  cily  was 
I  I  at  hcd  ( Itcftirt'  the  csi  a  jiatlc  of  ( 'hit-autt ) ,  tlio  rt't-ortl  hatl  to 
point  batdc  ai;ain  ttt  the  samo  State,  ami  alnit)st  tho  samo  hx-ality. 

Nt'Xt,  i^iiim.'  by  fstimatos  for  I'.MKI,  wc  notit-c  tlio  Ufxt  city  after 
these  is  IJnITalt),  briiini nv  the  scale  thiwii  se\('ral  hniidreil  tlit)U- 
^;lnll,  or  just  exceeding  four  hnmlred  thousaml.  llochester  is  the 
next  one  tt)  surjiass  one  liumlriMl  ami  fifty  tht)usaml,  ami  Syracuse 
falls  yet  a  little  beloA\'  fhat  ti_iure.  Then  ct)Uies  All>any  just  tm 
I  lit'  htindreil  thousaml  ma.i  k,  ^^  itll  Troy  and  l^tica  hovering  the 
one  a  little  above  the  t)the]-  a  little  below  the  sixtv  thousaml. 
I'diiuhamttin,  JClmira,  ami  ^'oukers  count  over  forty  thousantl. 
I'tir  cities  t»f  about  t)r  less  than  thirty  thousaud,  we  can  only  rely 
on  the  ceiisns  of  iStJO,  ami  this  L;ives  tt;  New  Yt)rk  ftiur  t»f  these; 
I iiose  between  tA\'enty  and  t\\"<'uty-fi ve  thousand  numberiui;'  six; 
t>f  ttver  t»r  about  fifteen  thousaml,  seven;  while  those  h»calities 
wiiitdi  may  fie  saitl  to  have  alitrnt  ten  tlmusaud  numberetl  thir- 
ift'ii.  A  later  censtis,  <lui'  this  very  year,  M'ill  dtuditless  carri- 
liiese  numbers  (luite  beytiml  where  we  ]ia\'e  ]iut  them. 

IJeturniiii;  ntiw  ft)  a  review  of  these  centt  rs  td'  ])oiiulatit)n  in 
tit'tail,  the  jlrst  in  ortler  of  treatment,  as  we  ftilhiw  the  stream 
of  lieveloiniient  ut irt h \Na rtl  au'l  westwartl,  is  a.iiain  New  ^"t»i-k' 
<'ity.  After  the  restoration  of  jieace  in  ISIT),  tlie  metrtiptdis  went 
ttn  ttiward  its  i^reat  'le^tiny  with  niarveiously  rapiil  strides.  It 
lias  been  stateil  that  Xew  \(nk  had  jiassod  IMiilatleljihia  tt>  take 
'111-  first  jilace  in  the  lleimblic  hi  population  in  1SL*0,  when  it 
iiimiberetl  1-J;;,(I(I0,  as  against  the  latter's  lOS.OtlO.  The  enormous 
armies  of  inniiitii-at  it»n  jias^inu  through  the  city,  as  a  gate  to  the 
•  ttuntry  bt'yt)nil.  im'vitably  secnretl  to  it  a  large  access  t)f  inhabit- 
ants. 
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Tlioii,  every  ent cri ii  isc  of  note  for  t  lio  (Icvclopincnt  of  I  he  Si  a ic. 
loft  its  mark  of  bciii'li t  and  |»roL;ri'ss  most  consitiruoiisl y  upon  th.' 
unrivaled  seaporf  at  the  mouth  of  the  Hudson.  Thus  iho  lliic 
Canal,  as  John  Austin  Slovens  remarks,  ''definitely  assured  ihe 
supremacy  of  the  city  as  the  commercial  em)»orium  of  tlie 
Western  Contiuenr.  J'xcomiu-  the  outh-t  of  a  \ast  tei-ril(My,  ii 
followed  naturally  that  Xe\v  Yoi-k  should  become  also  the  ]ioiiii 
at  wliieli  the  su]i])liis  for  that  territoiy  wouhl  he  obtained,  as 
Avell  as  the  tinaui'ial  center  of  exchani^e  for  donn-stic,  as  well  as 
foreijiii,  comnu'rce." 

Again,  to  an  I'ver-increasini;  degree,  the  same  thing  Ix-ranie 
true  with  regard  tt)  the  larger  and  mo]'(-  rapid  possibilities  of 
]»vogress  t  hat  i-esided  in  t  he  rail  way  systems  of  a  latei'  day.  A  fii^r 
Erie  and  New  York  (A-ntral  and  Hudson  i;i\-er  had  all  been  l  un- 
ning  their  trains  for  scmn'  time,  a  Xew  York  editor  wroir'  ex 
ultingly  in  ISo-") :  "'The  v.-ealth  of  the  great  Northwest  i»oured 
into  the  lap  of  Xew  '^'ork.  St.  l.onis  fornu'rly  bought  goods  al 
New  Orleans,  now  it  comes  to  ns.  Illinois  bought  at  St.  I.ouis, 
now  it  purcduises  on  the  Atlantic  coast.  Ohio  went  bodily  to 
Cincinnati  for  it.s  sni>i)lie.s.  Cincinnati  itself  now  seeks  them  in 
the  inetro])()lis  of  the  Empire  State." 

In  so  far  as  increase  in  ]»opnlation  can  be  regai-ded  as  an  imlica- 
tion  of  The  rai»id  advances  of  the  <-ity  under  these  inibuMices,  wi- 
may  note  some  statistics  in  this  connection:  In  1S27  Ne\\'  York 
passed  two  hundred  thousand.  In  iSfO  the  ])opnlation  was 
312,000;  in  1X45  it  was  4.jO,000;  and  at  the  half  of  the  century  it 
had  attainetl  half  a  million,  or  ."i] .',()( ID.  Somewhere  alxiut  lsT-~ 
it  j)assed  tlie  million  mark;  in  Js'.k;  it  numbered  1,000,00(1;  and 
after  the  consolidation  into  tie-  tireater  X<'W  ^'ork',"  the  ])opu- 
lation  accre(lited  to  the  metropolis  of  the  Stati'  ^\"as  nearly  thr<-e 
and  a  half  millioTis,  making  it  the  secoTid  city  in  the  ^vorld,  ex- 
cceded  in  j)o[»ulation  '»idy  by  the  hitherto  una j»proaidied  and 
seemingly  una]»[»roa(diabIe  Liunhm. 

But  New  York  \\'as  not  mereh'  an  accumulatdr  of  jioimlation 
and  a  \\'hirlpool  of  sm-did  mat<'rial  int"rests,  where  no  one  luid 
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iliiuiulit  (»f  the  lii^licr  aims  or  rc(inir('inciits  of  lniiii.in  cx- 
;>.i,-iic('.  I'.v  tl"'  iiiiildlf  of  ill;'  cciituiy  tlicrc  wcir  iiiaiiv  cvi- 
■  l.-ii'  i  s  to  1h'  seen  (»f  |tursuits  hclonniiii;  lo  a  liiuiicr  lite.  .Men 

•  ..I,,,  had  ;M-(|uii'r(l  iiimM'iisc  wcaltli  bv  the  i^rcat  voliiiiic  (if 
biisincss  iloiic  ill  tli<'  city,  or  I>y  tlic  iiui-cnsc  wi  tlic  \aluc  of 
li-.il  estate,  caused  hy  its  lapid  ^rowlli  in  ]io|»iilal  ion,  de\  (ited 
■,.i>t  sums  tollie  roundatioii  of  lilu-aries  and  llic  cri'ciion  of 
liiiililiiius  (lit'irfor.  'I'lie  riti/cns  had  been  educated  to  I  lie 
l.c.e  of  art  by  several  associations  of  artists;  and  as  Ihe  h)\e  of 
.111  blinds  back  the  ]ov(>  of  nature  which  has  inspired  the  produc- 
liiins  of  art,  the  citizens  of 
liie  busy  metropolis  did  not 
licsiiate  to  \-ote  a  sum  of 
nearly  six  millions  of  dollars 
for  the  [lurchase  of  a  valua- 
ble tract  of  over  eit;ht  hun- 
dred acres  in  the  very  lieart 
nt  tiie  city  in  order  to  prc- 
^'■r\e  and  creati^  there  the  at- 
1 1  a*  t  ions  of  rui  al  scenery, 
the  loveliness  of  lamlscapes 
di\ersitied  by  foi'est,  lake, 
and  meadow-land,  as  well  as 
••r  Hie  more  reutilar  andf 
stalely     beauties     of  well- 

•  ndered  eai-d^ns  and  umbra- 
geous lanes. 

Ilesides.  New  York  was  a  center  of  literary  aeti\'ity,  and  a 
lionie  for  authors.  Many  lit-'rary  ])erio(iicals  were  pulilished 
heie,  and  if  lla.wthorne  or  some  others  id'  the  (on  L;ala\\  can 
Hot  be  claime(l  for  New  York,  it  was  in  the  1  )i mocnilU'  M injir.hir 
iliat  voiin.  of  Ilavv  tliorne's  ex(|uisite  prodtietions  \\  ere  pu(  before 
'lie  jtublic,  when  he  could  find  no  market  for  them  in  his  own 
^i'  inity.  And  New  Yoid-:  liad  (piite  a  res])ectal)le  ualaxy  of  Imm' 
«'\''n.   It  [lossessed  two  authors  whose  bu(dcs  were  "  read  abroad." 
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;i  t(\st  <»f  lik'rai'V  (|U;ility  w  liidi  \v:is  held  vcvy  conclusive  a  L'ciwia 
tioii  <>l'  two  auo.     \\'asliiii^lo;i   Ii\iii^"s      Kiiickcihockcr's  lli>. 
tovy,"  his  "Skctcli  I'.ook,"  and  otlici-  writings,  (ii\i(I(M]  tlic  alien 
tion  of  ICii^iisli  readers  wiili  those  of  their  own  laiak  .lames 
I'eiiiiiiore  ("ooper's  hest  iioNcls,  "'l^h<'  and  (lie  "LeaMifi- 

stockinu  'I'ah's,"  vncic  all  based  on  New  York  history,  and  had  ,i 
setting  of  XeM'  York  sceiieiy;  and  these  books  wei'e  reail  wiih 
axidily  in  e\-ery  country  of  iMirojK'.  Anotlier  man  of  national 
reputation  \\  lio  wi-ote  hei-e  was  (leornc  Bancroft,  the  latter  half 
of  who-<e  inoiiunieid al  history  was  written  while  a  resident  of 
New  York,  from  ISil)  till  after  th< Civil  War. 

Tlie])o('ts,  Fitz  (Ireeue  llall"ck,  X.  P.  Willis,  Geor<;e  V.  Morris, 
Iloh'inan,  Drake,  the  Cary  sisters,  lived  and  \\rolt'  in  New  Y<'.yk. 
Edgar  A.  Poe's  Pa\en  was  here  written,  and  to  this  day  lln' 
misorable  little  hut  where  he  lived,  and  in  which  his  wife  died, 
is  r(dii;iously  jireserxcd  as  a  ])athetic  witness  of  the  unhappy 
])ov':'rty  w  hich  beset  this  wa.yward  child  of  j^enius,  allcviatefl  so 
far  as  it  could  be  (h)ne  by  the  beiievcdence  of  wealthy  deinzeii^ 
of  the  rnetro})olis.  To  this  city  came  William  ("ullen  l>ryant,  and 
made  it  his  lifedonij,  hoine  and  the  scene  of  literary  labors  w  hicli 
enhanced  and  d<'ej»ened  the  fame  ac<piii-ed  by  the  "  Thanatojisis.'" 
P>y  a  fort unate  comldnation  of  l)usiness  enter])i  ise  and  the  entliii 
siasm  f(»r  pursuits  of  the  higher  lil'e,  New  York  was  tln^  first  to 
imitate  Eni:land."s  ^rand  ^^'orld■s  I'air.  It,  too,  btnlt  a  Ciystal 
I'alace,  whit  h  \\as  a  close  ri\al  of  the  one  m'ar  London,  ami  here, 
for  many  months  in  ISoo,  ^atllered  nnni  fr(un  all  j^arts  of  ]%uro]ie 
and  America  to  admire  the  world's  most  remarkable  products  in 
art,  scienc*',  and  industry. 

The  stir  and  push  (d'  l)usiness  and  population  ere  lon^'  burst 
tl'.e  narrow  boundaries  of  Manliatt"an  Island,  to  wdiiih  the 
nietrop(dis  was  at  lirst  c(uitin<'d.  In  ISTo  a  section  of  \\'''st- 
cliester  (.'ounty,  abo\'e  tin-  Harlem  Pi\-er,  was  annexed  and 
bi'on.uht  under  its  mimi<  i]»al  control.  This  expansion  was  bound 
to  i;<»  on.  New  York  made  business  and  attract<'d  population 
not  only  to  itself,  but  to  all  its  \  icinity  within  a  (dr(  le  id"  thirty 
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inil-'S.  As  railroiuls  iiniHii)]iiMl  niid  iiicr;';isc(l  in  ('tliciciicy.  tlion- 
■^.iii'ls  ii|Hiii  lliuusaiids  of  lii'i-  Itiisiiicss  iiM'U  raiuc  daily  tn  the  city 
fr.iiti  l  itics  and  villaucs  thiriy  miles  distant.  Tlius  New  York 
the  lircad-w  i iiniiii;-  (•enter  for  se\-eral  cities  of  New  Jersey; 
finiii  New  I'.runswick,  and  raiersou,  and  I'^l i/.a h"Ui,  and  Newark 
(li.-y  lloci;ed  daily  to  tlieir  ollices.  Immediately  o]>i)osite,  on  the 
Hudson's  banks,  lirew  a  (dnsfer  (d'  communities,  some  (d'  wliic  !i 
, lit. lined  to  considerable  size,  the  cities  of  dersey  ('ity,  lIob(d\en, 
i:a\onne,  which  ai'e  (dosidy  conti^iioiis  and  practically  one  city, 
niiiidierinu.  their  inhabitants  l)y  the  hundred  ihousand  and  lifty 
1  IcMisa  1x1. 

It  was  the  same  <;n  otiier  sides  of  the  metrojKdis.  In  ^\V'st- 
cliester  County,  in  Kiihniond  ('o]]nt\'  or  Staten  Island,  the 
<  lowds  that  depended  for  a  li\  in.:L;  on  New  ^'ork  multiidied  fnnii 
\ear  to  year.  On  Lout;  Island  she  mad*'  a  po]mlation  U>i-  (im^vw^ 
<'iinuty,  and  lii-ooklyn  A\as  called  "New  \'ork's  ISedrooiii."  Imt 
'.Iter  attained  to  smdi  ]»rojiortions  as  to  be  almost  a  met i-o]»olis. 
with  plenty  of  business  and  commerce  of  its  (»\\'n,  yet  realized 
after  all  by  the  stimultis  of  the  greater  cit\'  across  the  East 
Ki  \  I'f. 

-Vow  New  York  could  not  gather  und<'r  her  mnnicipal  winus 
the  ureat  multitmles  in  Neu'  Jersey,  although  they  rit^htfully 
b(don;^ed  to  her.  I5ut  im-oT-])orat ion  could  imdude  the  teeming 
\iciiiity  under  the  jurisdiction  id"  tier  own  State.  Tlence  the 
l'i-oject  arose  in  some  minds,  and  was  finally  carried  into  execu- 
tion, to  c<»m  bine  all  these  snrri uindi  ng'  commnnit  ies — froui  metro- 
i"diian  P>ro(d<l\'n  to  the  renndc  hamlets  in  ^Vest(dlester,  and 
'Jnecns,  and  riichuiond  counties — into  one  i^randiosi^  eity,  to 
latik  upon  the  map  of  the  world  somewhat  more  tiaily  as  it  de- 

rved  f,)i-  the  ])oin!lation  it  h.i<l  di-awn  to  itsidf.  And  on  Jan- 
uary 1,  1S9S,  this  greater  city  entereil  upon  its  ne^'  and  enlarged 

life. 

'bit  this  absorj)tion  of  P.roolclyn  as  a  city  info  the  great  vortex 
of  tlie  mightier  mnnicijiality,  must  not  idiscnre  onr  view  of  its 
own  interesting  story.    It  was  at  th'st  but  one  of  si.x  towns  of 
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Kinji's  County,  and  spelled  its  iiaine  in  Dutch  fashion, 
lU-eucki'leii,  liice  its  namesake  \  ilhi.u<'  in  the  jn'oAinee  of  rire(  In, 
Holland.  The  nucleus  of  i»o|)ulation  was  al  tirst  to  be  found  in  ;i 
hamlet  a\\;'\'  from  th:'  riNcr,  wiieic  now  .ire  seen  the  Iiand 
soniest  slio|»s  and  the  busiest  crowds.  .l!ui  uitii  the  ad\(Mit  of 
nntdern  da,\s,  ami  at  about  the  be^ininii^  of  tiie  innete('nth  ci-n 
turv,  the  ])re]M)nderance  of  ]>o]»nlatiou  drifted  toward  the  feri'v 
to  New  York,  and  this  section  of  tiie  township  became  the  \  inaue 
of  ISrooklyn  in  1>^17.  Here,  too,  came  to  bo  felt  tlie  mii;hl.v  stir 
of  life  after  the  AN'ar  of  1^12,  and  in  ls:U  the  villa.^c  was  incoi- 

poi'atcd  as  a  citv,  now  im  luditi,!;  the 
^\•h()le  of  tlie  orii^inal  tow  nship. 

In  the  meantime  an(»th<'r  town- 
ship ha<l  bei;un  to  fe(d  the  stir  of 
municipal  life.  T'ushwick,  to  the 
north,  and  also  bordering  on  the 
East  lJi\er,  boj^an  to  receive  the 
overflow  of  cro^^■ded  New  York 
after  the  [>eac«^  (»f  181.">,  and  in  1S2T 
was  incorporated  the  village  of 
Will iamsbur,-.:,  sur\-eyed  in  its  in- 
fantile bej;iniun_u  sixteen  years 
before  by  Colomd  Williams,  the 
first  StijK'i-intendent  of  West  Point 
]\lilitaiy  Academy,  and  named  after  him.  In  1S."3I  the  villa,i;t' 
became  the  city  of  Williamsburg;,  and  three  years  later  the  e\er- 
growin;j,-  proximity  (  f  the  two  cities  made  ^^'illiamsbu^■L!,■  and 
I>rooklyn  one,  under  the  latter  name.  Williamsbur,!.':  hail  not, 
even  as  a  cit,\',  included  all  of  Hushwick  township;  but  iu  this 
first  consolidation  no  jiart  id'  if  \\as  left  )Ut,  ami  thus  Hrooklyu 
embraced  two  of  the  oriuinal  Duti  li  towns  of  Kin.us  Tounty.  The 
city  numbered  a  little  less  than  three  hundred  thousami  souls 
at  the  breaking  out  of  i  he  Civil  War. 

After  the  war,  devcdojmienr  was  more  ra]>id  than  ever.  One 
by  one  t!ie  remainiuL;  four  townships  of  the  county  were  drawn 
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in,  uniil  in  ISIHI,  or  two  yciirs  hctorc  coiisolidat ioii  with  New 
Vdi'k,  lli'ooklyn  stood  fortli  (•()^■('I•in;L;  a  wliolc  county  and  nnni- 
iM-rinu'  o\('r  a  million  people.  And  apart  fi'om  tiie  ulory  of  its 
iiiatei-ial  ^rowili,  it  conri'ilnited  a  nionnnient  of  eiii;inee]'i ni;'  sl;ill, 
\\hieh  may  well  rank  lii^h  ainoni^  the  mar\<'ls'of  the-  like  kind  in 
all  the  woi-ld,  ill  the  sliajte  of  the  enornions,  yet  ij,rac<'f ul,  suspen- 
sion l)ri(l^e  nnitinu  it  w  itli  New  ^'ork  in  ISSo. 

lU'fore  this  it  liad  drawn  husiness  to  its  omii  side  of  the  river 
by  the  in,m'nions  ami  nsefnl  eonstiaiction  of  the  .Vtlantii-  and  JOrie 
basins,  extensive  inclosed  areas  of  dee[!  water,  lioatint;-  the 
heaviest  shi[»s,  snrrounded  l»y  ^-ranite  or  brick  warehouses,  to 
\\  iii(di  tlieir  cari;oes  can  be  transferred  direcllx'  from  their  hohls, 
and  saf(dy  IioiisimI  until  needed  for  further  disti-ibution.  Brook- 
lyn, too,  did  h<»nor  to  itself  by  setting  apart  a  valuable  and  large 
territory  for  a  public  ])ark;  while  its  name  is  known  everywhere 
for  tlie  beautiful  and  tasteful  ( ireenwood  Cemetery,  an  eiiterjirise 
in  this  sad  but  le'cessary  diret'tion,  suri)assiiig  in  nuignitmU'  any- 
thing that  had  ever  been  thought  of  in  any  part  of  the  world, 
and  whose  success  has  been  the  cause  of  many  a  beautiful  and 
celebrated  home  for  the  dead  in  various  sections  of  our  C(»untry. 
No  less  noted  did  Brooklyn  become  in  the  dejiartment  of  pulpit 
ehMpience.  She  was  for  many  years  "  the  (Mty  of  Churches,"  par 
excellence;  and  no  city  of  the  land,  and  hardly  of  the  worhl,  has 
jiroduced  the  gei\ius  for  oi-atory  in  the  sacred  desk,  on  the  lecture 
|ilatform,  or  in  the  p(ditical  arena,  Avhere  high  questions  of  moral 
or  Christian  itrinciple  were  involved,  lik<'  that  possessed  by 
Brooklyn's  ITenry  Ward  Beecher. 

Taking  our  flight  now  northward  from  the  regions  of  the 
Cii-eater  N(»w  York,  the  first  city  upon  which  our  bird's-eye  view 
will  rest  is  Yonkers,  tou(diing  its  very  borders  and  greatly  de- 
pendent upon  its  busiiu'ss  life  for  its  own.  It  had  a  po])ulation 
of  tliirty-oue  tiumsand  inne  hundred  and  forty-nine  in  lSi)().  Be- 
ginning as  a  toNA  uship  in  17.'^.'^,  at  the  same  time  with  X(nvburg, 
Beiigld^eepsie.  and  many  others  of  its  sistei'  cities,  it  remained 
leng  ill  statu  quo.   It  had  not  pass<'d  tlie  pi'o[M)rtions  of  a  village 
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in  JSIO,  w  hen  it  had  a  jKipiilai  ion  of  (  wo  ilioiisaiul  nine  IiiiikIi-cI 
aiul  sixt v-ci^lit,  and  jiosscssimI  Iwo  cliurclics  and  a  Iciiialc  s<  ini 
nary.*  Mo  business  was  done  ilinc  tln'iu  Imt  it  is  dcscrlhcil  ,is  ;i 
favorite  suninier  resort  I'oi-  I  he  New  \'orl<ei's.  With  inrre;isi'il 
facilities  for  tra\(d,  il  hecanie  a  suhiirli  (d'  the  iiietro])olis  for  tlie 
residence  (d'  people  doill^  Imsiness  in  New  York.  Aftei'  tlie  ("ivil 
^^'llv  it  j^rew  to  sncii  size  tliat  it  was  incorj»orat ed  as  a  city  in 
1872,  anil  became  the  seat  of  iiiijMirtant  manufactures,  the  nmsi 
conspictious  amonu  these  beinu  the  Olis  Elevators,  that  mak" 
l»ossible  all  over  the  loiniii-y  the  olliee  buildings  running  twenty 
or  more  stories  up  into  the  sky. 

lU'sides  ^'onlcers,  ^^'e^t chester  Couidy,  that  is  still  outside  of 
New  York  City,  has  numerous  populous  villages,  (dos(dy  sirtinu 
together,  tiiat  might  easily  make  a  ( ity  oi'  two,  but  have  not  yet 
been  so  created.  It  has  also  two  places  of  more  than  ten  tlioti- 
sand  inhabitants,  Sing  Sing  and  Peekslcill.  These  places  are 
both  necessarily  W(dl  known  all  o\ ei  the  State.  The  necessity 
that  uiakes  Sing  Sing  well  known  is  lather  a  sinister  one,  and  i! 
makes  tin'  denizens  sometimes  si>eak  with  bated  breath  when 
they  nurst  ]■(  port  \vliere  they  hail  from,  h'or  at  Sing  Sing  is  one 
of  the  great — pt'rhai>s  the  gi'eatest — j)iisons  of  the  State.  It  is 
said  the  inline  of  the  jdace  is  deri\('d  from  a  Chinese  govermu' 
called  Tsing  Tsing,  with  whom  the  Hutidi  settler  who  located 
hims(df  here  had  ti-a<le  ndations  befoic  he  came  to  America. 
Sing  Sing  ^^■as  incorporated  as  a  village  in  ISlo. 

It  was  scdected  for  the  seat  of  the  State  prison  because  of  the 
inexhaustible  (juarrii's  of  building  stone  in  its  viciinty.  The 
act  instituti)ig  it  was  ]iassed  in  1S21,  and  building  was  Ix-gtin  two 
years  later  and  tinished  in  ]S2!I,  the  structui-e  being  four  stories 
high  and  containing  eight  hundred  cells.  In  1S;^,1  one  story  was 
added  and  two  hundied  cells,  making  a  thomsand  in  all.  In  yi.w. 
1S2S,  the  State  prisoii  at  ("Jreenwi(di  (a  famous  section  (d"  Xew 
Y'ork  City,  in)W  a  jKirt  of  th"  Ninth  AVaid)  was  abandoned,  and 
tin'  ])risoneT-s  transferred  to  Sinn  Sing.  The  grotunls  acquii'ed 
by  the  State  at  that  ( ime  ineasui  ed  one  hundreil  ami  thirty  acres. 
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Tlic  niilui])py  necessities  of  a  ^rowiiii;  |)(i|ni!atioTi  lias  i-aiised  tlie 
ailaiiiiiieiit  of  larger  pi-oportioiis  since  these  eaily  days  of  llie 
iiist  itution. 

I'eekskill's  claim  t<»  the  notice  of  the  rest  of  (he  State  coni<-s 
from  the  State  camp  eslal)lish(Ml  there  for.  the  r-xercise  and 
nianeUN'ers  of  the  militia,  or  National  (inaid.  It  was  incor- 
porated as  a  villay,o  in  lS2<i,  and  as  tli<'  tourist  rashes  throuL:,!! 
its  precincts  on  the  snift  expresses  on  the  Hndson  Ki\-er  Kail- 
road,  he  notices  many  evi- 
dences of  busy  mauufac- 
t  ure. 

The  sjdendid  scenery  of 
the  lliohhuKhs  of  the  Hud- 
son did  not  present  con- 
formations of  teri'itory 
f.l  voi'able  to  the  ;^l'o\vth  of 
a  city,  and  we  must  jiass 
clear  throui;Ii  the  north- 
ern i;a(e,  above  the  two 
<irim  sentinels,  T*reak 
Nt'ck  and  Storm  Kini;',  be- 
fore we  meet  with  another 
city  on  the  banks  of  the 
Hudson  —  Xewburi;,  in 
C)rani;e  County,  famous  in 
the  annals  of  tlie  devolu- 
tion. We  hav(^  canqht 
.ulinipses  of  it  before  in  its  days  of  feebleness.  In  ]S20  it  had 
atiainecl  to  more  considerable  size,  havini;'  a  ]to](ulation  of  ovei- 
three  thousand  souls,  with  six  hundred  house;  to  dutdl  in,  and 
four  churches,  an  academy,  a  courtliouse,  a  jail,  and  a  bank.  All 
lliese  items  have  an  increase  when  we  look  upon  the  villa.ue  in 
b'^10,  when  there  are  tlii'ee  baid;s.  and  three  newspa|iers,  and 
ciiiht  (duirches,  ajul  eii;lit  hundred  dwellinu  houses,  and  a  po]»u- 
lation  of  eight  thousand  nine  huuilred  and  thirty-three.  The 
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Erie  IJailroad  was  then  still  iiicoiiiiih'ic,  but  iicu  latci-  U  was 
luadc  the  tcrmiims  of  a  branch,  uiiirb,  ]>\  rivci',  cum  immica  I  cil 
with  a  railroad  leading  into  New  iMiubiinb  the  place  i^icw  ta[i 
idly,  became  a  <  ity,  a?id  ctaiiited  in  1S!I0  a  iiopnlaiion  of  Iwcniy 
three  tliousar.d  two  hundicd  and  sixty-ihice,  malani;  il  iIm- 
lar.i;est  ci  t_\'  on  the  I  Imlson  liet  w  cen  ^'old^e^s  and  A I  ba  n_v. 

Westwaid  from  Xewbnri;  is  .Middletown.  on  the  I'^rie  Kaib 
road,  with  a  {lojuilalion  of  eb'\-en  thousand  nine  iinndred  and 
ei.iihteen.  P.efoi'e  the  ailxcnl  of  the  railroad,  in  IS  10,  it  numbered 
ei.i;lity  or  a  hundred  houses,  ^\illl  scaicely  li\-e  hundi-ed  in- 
habitants, r.ut  a  more  i-emarkable  ad\ance,  due  to  tli*'  laie 
Kailroad,  is  exhibited  by  the  (dties  nf  I'dnuhamton  and  lOlmira. 

Iliuuhamtou,  in  Ilroonie  County,  is  in  a  region  of  country  no! 
miitdi  known  until  i)euetrate<l  in  the  coujse  of  r.enei'al  SuHisan's 
caiupaij^n  aj^aiust  the  Jinlians  in  1771).  setlleruent  was  be^un 
at  the  continence  of  the  Chenango  IJixcr  with  the  Delawari'  by 
Captain  Josejih  Leonai'l,  of  ]Myniouth,  ]\Iass.,  in  17S7,  w  ho  was 
followed  by  a  nundter  of  pioneei  s  in  17S!).  The  jdace  ^\■as  at  tirst 
called  Clieu;uiij,t)  I'oint;  il  was  iiicor})o]-ated  as  a  village  at  tlire  ■ 
different  times — 1S1:J,  ISi'i,  and  1S:;,J.  The  name  nin-hamion 
was  ni\-en  to  it  as  a  nmrk  of  i;ratitude  lo  .Mi.  William  r.in^ham, 
an  r]ni;lishman,  who  had  settled  in  I'hiladidjdiia,  and  had  ac- 
quired i;reat  wealth  in  coiumeT'cial  pursuits,  lie  had  two  dauuh- 
ters  Avho  married  the  famous  London  bankers,  Alexander  ami 
Henry  P.arinu.  William  I'dnuham  died  in  ],ondon  in  iSOf.  lie 
had  been  a  i^reat  benefactor  of  the  villai;c.  It  was  loca1e(l  east 
of  t  he  Chenanuo,  and  a  bridui'  six  hundred  fert  Ioiill'  connected 
it  with  the  opposite  shore. 

In  ISIO  r>in^liamton  had  four  hundred  dwellinn'  houses  and 
thiity  stores.  Tliere  were  six  (diurcdies.  two  female  seminaries, 
two  printing  (dllces,  two  banks,  and  it  (leri\cd  ;ill  this  ]»ros])erity 
from  the  fact  that  it  was  situated  at  the  terminus  of  the  T'lie 
nan^o  Canal,  before  describi'd,  whi(h  c(Uinected  it  with  the 
risinp;  Utica  -ind  tlie  I^rie  ( '.m.il.  Its  population  was  lhe!i  about 
two  thousand.    A  few  yi-ars  later  came  liie  Erie  Kailroad,  and 
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fdiiiicr  pi-ospci-it y  was  soon  vastly  (lisiaiiccil,  so  tliat  now  the 
rity  has  a  itopniation  of  IS, (100  ( ;;:.,000  in  ISDO). 

Passing  l>v  Coi-tland  Couniy  and  Coi-lland,  its  capital,  with 
,<,r)(;i,  and  'I'ioua  <'onniy,  wiili  Owc^d,  its  i)opnIation  -~>,r>i;s  in 
ISSO  and  r»J-17  in  Is'JO,  showiiiL^  dcrlinc,  \\v  must  stop  a  inonn-nl 
al  Itliaca,  in  Tompldn^  ('ounty,  witli  its  ll,')~>7,  tlic  scat  of  one 
of  the  most  fanions  ninvcisitics  in  the  State.  It  is  indeed  not  to 
l»e  coniited  as  directly  on  tlu'  Erie  IJailroad.  l»nt  it  is  (  los(dy  con- 
nected with  that  system,  and  owes  mmdi  of  its  ad\ancement  to 
ils  iidluen.ce.  It  will  be  remembered  that  one  <d' t  he  eaidiesi  rail 
i-oad  projects  contem}»lated  connecting,  it  with  Catskill.  It  was 
founded  as  a  settlement  Ijy  Simeon  De  Witt,  the  snrveyor-i;eneral 
of  the  State,  ^\■ho  had  so  mnch  to  do  with  the  conception  of  the 
Krie  C'anal,  and  wliose  passion  for  classic  names  has  covered  tlie 
niai)  of  westeiMi  New  York  Avitli  so  many  reproductions  of  cities 
familiar  to  students  of  IJoman  history. 

Ithaca  was  early  noted  as  a  market  for  tlour,  salt,  and  i;y])sum. 
In  1S30  it  had  thi'ee  liundi'ed  houses,  occupied  by  a  pojiulatiou  of 
two  tlamsand.  These  had  increased  to  more  than  double  the 
iiundier,  or  seven  hundied  houses,  ten  years  later.  The  village, 
\\hi(di  had  l)een  ori;ani/ed  in  iSiM,  had  now  the  churidies,  an 
academy,  two  baid<s,  several  [iriniini;  ollices,  with  a  map-]>ul)lis]i- 
ini!,  <'stablishment ;  the  jiopnlation  liavin.u  ^row  ii  to  four  thou- 
sand. A  railroad,  which  <daimed  to  be  the  second  <  hartered  in 
the  State,  connected  Ithaca  \\ith  Owe^o  (later  on  the  lurie  line), 
a  distance  of  twenty-niiie  or  thirty  miles.  It  reacdied  an  idevation 
of  si.x  hundred  and  two  feel  in  eiuht  miles.  There  "Were  inclines 
at  eiilicr  etid  of  the  road,  uj*  whi(di  cars  were  drawn  by  stationary 
engines  iiio\cd  l»y  steam  oi'  horses;  and  the  locomotive  ])ower 
was  both  steam  and  horses  also,  as  con\enience  suited,  or  money 
in  hand  ])einiitted.  The  more  perfi 't  lailroad  accomnnxhit ions 
had  IlK'ir  (dfect  u|)on  Ithaca  more  than  upon  Owe^o,  as  we  have 
seen;  and  the  coming  of  the  Cornell  rni\-ersity  in  ISOS,  "the 
youngest,  largest,  and  richest"  of  the  State,  locating  uiion  th(> 
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pietiirc'scnic  Iicii;lits  in  its  vicinity,  li;is  doubtless  aided  t(»  imsli  it 
still  inoi-e  in  ad\;nice  of  its  rival. 

lOlniii-a,  in  <"lienmnu  ("ounty,  alT(»r(Is  a^ain  an  illns|]-ation  of 
city  biiildinu  \ty  railroad  trallic  It,  too,  owes  its  lirsl  re\(  l,iiiuii 
to  ci\ilized  man  to  the  Sullivan  caiiii);ii.uii  of  177!);  and  leTe. 
on  Auuusi  L*lt,  177!t,  Avas  fouuiit  a  decisive  battle  with  the  Indian^ 
and  their  Tory  instii:ators.  Settlentent  was  be^un  in  17!):^,  the 
]dace  receiving  the  name  ot  Newtown,  under  \vhi(  h  name  also 
it  was  incorporated  as  a  \  illaue  in  l^l't.    Its  name  was  (dian;ueil 

to  Elmira  in  1M.*S,  and  it  was  j»nt 
ou  the  way  to  prosperity  by  the 
Cheniunu  Canal,  As  hich  connected  it 
with  Seneca  Lake,  and  so  with  the 
Erie  Canal.  In  1840  Iillmii-a  had  two 
luindrcd  and  thirty  houses,  four 
cluirclios,  two  iiLMvspaijers,  one 
bank',  and  some  select  scluxds,  with 
a  jiopulation  of  less  than  tw(^  thou- 
sand. A  dozen  years  afterward  it 
bei;an  to  feel  the  effects  of  the  iM'ie 
Kaili'oad,  on  which  it  was  situated, 
and  AAhile  in  ISDO  it  was  credited 
with  t wenty-ei^lit  thousand  inhabi- 
tants, they  are  estimated  at  forty- 
two  thousand  now. 

The  nei;;hboring'  county  of  Steu- 
ben lias  two  c(uisi(lerable  places:  Corninii',  which  rt-ceives  no 
mention  in  the  r<'cords  of  lS-10,  but  numbei-ed  S,.")!!!)  in  ISDO;  and 
1  iornellsville,  founded  in  1S'_M),  with  two  cliui"ches  ami  fifty 
houses  in  1810,  and  a  population  of  10, '.MS  just  fifty  years  later. 
The  orijj,inal  Erie  line  udes  mi  westward  beyitnd  1  Iornells\ ille 
through  Allegany  rounty.  and  at  Dunkirk,  in  (diautauqua. 
reaches  Lake  Erie.  It  was  four  hundred  and  forty-six  mih's 
distant  from  I'iermont,  after  some  of  tln'  bends  in  ilu'  Ih-ie  had 
been  straightened  out,  and  forty-four  miles  from  i'.ulTalo.  <'ne 
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would  liav(.'  tliouuht  that  I  he  latter  citv  would  uc\('r  have  otit- 
ii\;ilc(l  Dunkirk.  I5ut  though  it  was  the  ti'ruiiuus  of  Ihc  first 
tiaiiik  line,  ami  the  l'iiitc<l  Slalcs  did  i(s  \r,\v\  lo  uive  it  a  t;<iod 
hai-lior,  business  passed  its  doo)'s  to  the  inoi-e  northerly  cilN,  and 
has  left  Dunkirk  \\ilh  liarcdy  ten  thousand  ])<'ople  to-day  I  nine 
thousand  four  hundred  and  two  in  IStlO). 

.laniestow  n,  in  the  interior  id'  ihe  couidy,  has  done  better  than 
the  lake-port.  I'ounded  in  JS]J  as  a  setllenient,  its  po[)ulation 
ilid  not  be,uin  to  aei-unmlate  until  after  ISKI,  yet  in  ISJO  if  hail 
oidy  two  hundred  dwcdlin^s.  A\iih  forir  cdiurehes,  and  a  popula- 
lion  of  about  uue  thonsaml.  There  was  a  st(Vtinboat  plyini:  on 
( "liautaiujua  Lake,  and  it  is  doubtless  owiiii;,  to  tlu'  <;real  inulti- 
lude  of  people  erowdiiiL;  to  the  suninier  exereises  of  the  Chau- 
lauijua  Assembly  on  the  banks  of  the  lake,  that  Jamestown  has  a 
pojudatioii  api)roa(diinii'  twenty  tlioiisand  to-day. 

We  have  followed  the  line  of  the  I'.rie  llailroad  from  Xewlnirt.': 
westward,  because  there  Mere  so  few  places  of  note  to  l)e  men- 
tioned. AVe  shall  ha\e  a  more  abundant  harvest  before  us,  as 
now  we  (•(Uitinue  our  way  up  the  Ihnlsou  Kixei-  to  Albany,  and 
to  the  north  and  west  of  the  State  capital. 

After  Xewbtu'L:,-  avi^  come  up<m  Poui;hkeei>sio,  on  the  east 
bank.  We  have  ali'cady  noted  some  of  its  earliei-  history.  In 
ii  had  over  six  hundred  houses,  a  bank,  livi'  chundies,  and 
an  academy.  Many  of  the  buildings  were  of  bri(dc  or  stone,  and 
had  an  ai)[»earanc<'  of  iiuiet  elcLiance.  The  ])o]>ulati(ui  was  then 
:'>,<M)0.  Tiiis  had  increased  to  7,71  tl  in  ISIO;  tin'  churches  were 
now  eleven,  the  banks  i  hree  in  number,  with  a  capital  of  ss.lO,!)!)!). 
There  wert- also  threo  ncws[)aiiers.  The  falls  in  thocreid-:,  with 
a  descent  of  one  hnndi'ed  and  sixty  feet  in  cascades  and  cataract, 
affiu'ded  tine  water-i)ower  to  se\-ei'al  factories.  The  future  home 
of  \'assar  College  was  already  cons])icuousl\-  ih'Voted  to  male  and 
fi-inale  ed ucat  ion.  Theic  wei'e  t  wi >  schools  for  ma les  ami  fema  h-s  : 
the  Dutidiess  County  Academy,  founded  in  is:;t*i,  with  a  buildiuLi' 
costiuL;-  ><14,000;  and  the  INmuhkeepsie  ( "ollo^iiate  Si  hool,  also 
<'i""i"'d  in  ISod,  housed  in  a  building  vnc  hundred  and  tifteen  feel 
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by  tliii'ty-fivc  feet,  cici  led  at  a  cost  of  sK», ()(>().    Al  in-  ilic 
road  coiiiK'ctctl  it  with  Now  Vorlc,  l'oiiulilvoo[isic  advainnl  stt  ;i,i. 
ily,  till  in  1S!)()  it  was  d'oditcd  with  a  population  of  t  wonty-t  w  o 
thousand  ei^ht  hundicd  and  t  Iiirt_\  -six. 

Kin,ijston  occurs  to  us  as  an  old  friend.  In  lSl!!»  it  had  t  w  n 
hundred  houses  and  one  chuvch,  niakiiiL;'  the  [»o]mlatioii  aliMiit 
oue  thonsand.  In  ISIO  this  had  ,i;rown  lu  live  thousand  eiuh. 
hundred  and  twenty-four,  witli  f<uir  churches,  two  hanks,  tlnec 
newspapers,  an  iron  foundry.  Ixoudout,  at  the  nmuih  of  ihe 
ci'oek,  and  dowu  the  steep  hill  on  the  hanks  «d'  the  ii\er.  was 
founded  iu  1S2S,  as  the  result  of  the  Delaware  ami  Hudson  ('anal, 
Avhich  estahlished  here  a  depot  for  its  coal,  drawn  fi'oin  IIon<'s- 
dale,  in  I'ennsyl vauia.  It  had  (;ue  clunudi  and  seventy-tivt.'  houses 
in  IS-iO.  The  city  of  Kiugstou  did  not  derive  auy  ;j,i'eat  stimulus 
from  the  railway  systems  iu  operation  shortly  after  IS  10, 
althou^t;h  it  ^\as  coiuiected  \\ith  the  ]']rie  road  by  a  branch  run- 
nin<i'  throup;!)  the  ^^'alkill  Kiver  A'alley.  Latest  of  all  came  the 
\V\'St  Shore  IJailroad,  whiidi  has  greatly  aide<]  its  de\ eloimH-nt, 
so  that  a  few  years  ai;(»  the  villages  of  ]\.in!j,ston  and  Kondout 
were  consolidated  into  the  city  of  Kiugstcni,  numberiug  over 
twenty-one  thousand  inhabitants  iu  ISDO. 

We  can  hardly  sjteak  of  Hudson  as  one  of  the  cities  of  the  State 
X>Ianted  as  the  result  of  eitlier  canals  or  railroads,  because  it  is 
one  (»f  the  four  "  ancient  "  ones  founded  before  the  o])enin,u  of 
the  nineteenth  c-enttiry.  In  1S2'.)  it  had  I'eaidu-cl  a  itopularion  of 
foui-  thousand,  \\  itli  seven  hundred  Iiouses  and  live  churches.  Its 
main  street  ^\■as  still  the  one  on  the  ])lateau,  stretching  a  full 
mile  from  the  bluff  fa<-in,u,-  the  Hudson,  which  rises  sixty  fee' 
aboN'e  it  at  a  sheer  ])er]>endicular.  The  street  has  a  slight  rise, 
increasing  somewhat  rapidly  at  the  further  end  as  it  reatdies  the 
hiiih  hills  back  of  the  city.  In  INK)  its  population  w  as  tivv  thou- 
sand six  hundreil  and  se\enty-one,  w  ith  li\('  (diur(  lies,  an  acad- 
emy, one  or  two  classical  s(dio(ds,  oiw  bank,  and  threi-  printiuL: 
offices.  Its  shiiti)iin:,  ami  w  halinu  industries  had  been  ruim^d  by 
the  war,  n"ver  to  re\'ive,  and  in  iSlo  it  ceased  to  be  a  i»ort  of 
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i-nti'V.  The  railroiid  that  ]>ass(Ml  tliroiiuli  sliorily  aflcr  ISK)  luis 
rrali'/.<'<l  f<*i'  it  "(>  ■<\\rh  rapid  uiowtli  as  came  to  I'MU^likccpsic 
;iM(l  Ncwlturi;.  for,  l>y  tlio  latest  national  census,  it  had  only 
nine  thousand  ei^ht  hundred  and  ei uht y-tiv<'  inhabilants. 

Albany,  chartt  red  as  a  city  in  the  same  year  as  New  York,  iTi 
IdSti,  was  destiiu'd  to  r<'ceive  a  miuhty  impulse  Irom  the  canal 
and  railroad  systems  w  hiidi  naturall_\  made  of  it  a  center.  The 
.same  natural  ad\antau'''  of  location  that  mu(h'  Iiidian  trails  con- 
ver,ue  there  from  the  country  of  the-  Vixc  Nations,  from  heyoiid 
the  Xiaii,ara  on  the  west,  and  from  the  St.  La\vrem-e  and  Lake 
Champlain  on  the  north;  the  same  ])ivotal  situation  that 
made  the  I'uri^nyne  campaii;n  inclmle  plans  of  operation  con- 
veruini:   liere  from 


the  north, 
\\  est,  a  n  d 
south,   for  a 


the 
t  h  o 
fatal 


FORTS  FI8H  AN1>  CLINTON,  1814. 


Idow  at  the  cause 
(tf  liberty,  m  a  d  o 
tlie  ])rojects  for 
s  u  p  i»  1  y  i  n  the 
Stale   with  canals 

and  I'ailroads  look  to  Albany  foi'  the  effective  coiirentration  of 
their  tratlic.  Albany  ^\•as  indeed  at  the  heart  (d'  the  State,  more 
s-o  by  its  htcation  on  the  i;reai  artery  of  the  Ilinlson  than  if  it 
\vei-''  nearer  the  niatln'mat  ical  center  of  the  State.  Yet  it  is  a]i- 
pro\imat(dy  e(|uidistant  from  se\-e)'al  important  points.  It  is 
two  hundreil  and  eii^htyd'oui'  miles  fi-om  r>uffalo,  and  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-five  miles  from  Ki\('rhea<l.  the  seat  of  SulTolk 
( "uunt  \-  on  Lonn'  Island.  It  is  t  >vo  hundred  and  (deven  miles  from 
iJocliester,  and  two  hundre(l  and  twenty-three  nnles  fi-om  Canton, 
in  St.  Lawrence  ('ounty.  It  is  (Uie  liundi'ed  and  si.xty-seven  miles 
awa\  from  ()s\\-eud,  on  Lake  ()ntario;  one  hundiMMl  and  si.\ty-f(mr 
niiles  fi-oni  Plattsburu,  (tn  Lake  f''hami)lain,  and  one  hundred  and 
sixty-(me  miles  from  TJicdimond,  the  seat  of  l{i(dimond  County, 
on  Staten  Islauil.    It  is  one  hnn.lred  and  t  hirt  \  -t  hree  miles  from 
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Syracuse,  an<l  one  Iiiiiidrcd  aii'l   forf y-tivc  miles  from 
liamtoii. 

In  ]'S20,  ])efoi't'  tiic  I^ric  Canal  was  coniplcted,  Albany  Ii.hI 
])(t[»ula  t  ion  of  t  u  eh  t*  t  liotisa  nd  six  li  ii  iid  red  a  n<l  i  li  i  i  l  y.    Its  w  lic.i  i 
trade  auiouiited  to  two  or  tlir<'e  millionjlollars  per  aimiiin.  'I'lu- 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  assistants  Ironi  ti\e  wards  exjieiided  all 
•*ii^4.r), ()()()  for  the  munici]»al  ^■<ivernnient.    In  iSiT),  the  dale  of  Mir 
celebratii-n  of  the  opening  (d'  the  canal,  the  pojm  lation  of  A  I  ha  n  \ 
was  sixteen  thonsand.    In  ISi';)  there  were  tweidy  thousand  pen 
pie,  with  tweh'e  cliurt  lies,  throe  l)anks,  an  academy,  a  thealei-,  a 
inusenni,  and  an  arsernil.   There  was  a  State  House,  i)artl\  used 
by  the  mnnicii)ality,  and  a  (  'apitol,  of  w  hi(di  the  peo};le  wei-o  \ ci  v 
proud,  standing  on  L^round  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet  abo\<'  the 
level  of  the  Hudson,  jiavin^'  a  length  of  one  liundred  and  lifl<'en 
feet,  a  width  of  ninet>-  feet,  and  a  heii^ht  of  fifty  feet.   J>ul  tli<'  his- 
toria.n,  Macauley,  has  this  to  say      it:    "The  rules  of  artdii lec- 
ture, whether  l\uyptian,  Hindoo,  Ciiiiiese,  (irecian,  Konian,  Saia 
ceuic,  (iothic,  or  coni]M)site,  ^veie  all  violated  in  its  construe 
tion." 

In  1840  the  twt'lve  churches  had  i;rown  to  twenty-five,  the 
three  banks  to  six,  bui  the  ])oi»ula!ion  ha<l  not  (juite  doidilcd. 
beinu  now  thirty-three  tliousand  six  hnudicil  and  sixty-throe. 
Albany  still  awaited  the  spur  of  railroad  business,  afli-r  which, 
it  weld  on  rai)idly  to  its  nearly  one  hiindrod  thousand  inhabit 
ants  (d'  the  ])r<'sent  dav.    Hut  it  showed  evidences  of  other  pl■o^ 
ress  (piite  as  ^iratifyin^.     In  1S4-1,  as  we  saw,  the  first  Stale 
Normal  S<'ho(d  was  here  established,  occu])yin:L;  the  handsome 
structure  built  oriuinally  as  a  station  for  the  Mohawk  and  Had 
son  Kailroad,  ami  here,  too,  was  erectod  the  tine  Dmlley  Asiro 
noniical  ( )bser\  atory,  w  hi(  h  graces  one  of  t  he  hi  lis  of  t  he  cii  w 

In  isr>2  Stephen  van  lJenss(daer.  worthy  descendant  id'  his 
namesa.ke.  who  was  e\'er  the  friend  of  s(  ionce  and  education,  ua\  e 
several  acres  nf  laml.  sifuafe<l  (ui  a  hill  i^vo  hundred  fe(d  hiuh. 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing;'  tlnreon  an  observatory,  whit  Ii, 
froni  stn  h  an  elevafitm,  would  be  sure  to  have  a  ch'ar  sweep  of 
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I  he  sky.  -Mrs.  lilaiKliii;!  Iiiidlry  'j,;ivc  sli;,0(HI  in  iiK'iiiory  of  lici- 
lnisl);iu(l,  I't  her  (•<iiilriliiit  idiis  raiiy  iiiu  I  lie  sinn  up  tn  •'^L*."),!)!)!).  I  ii 
l>r>:i  ail  act  of  in(  (if[t(irat  ion  w  as  jtasM'd,  crcat  ini:,'  a  boai'd  of 
iriisifcs,  of  wliirh  Stcjihcn  \aii  KciisscLk  r  was  picsidcnt.  Tli'' 
ion  of  a  l»uililinu  w  as  now  jh-im  ('cdcd  willi:  ils  ground  plan 
was  in  tlio  form  of  a  ci'oss,  with  a  front  of  ('ii;liiy-foui'  fed,  a 
t|<'plli  of  sc\'('nly-l  wo  ft'i't,  and  a  central  hall  t  \\cnty-<'iL;lit  foot 
sijuarc.  'riici-c  wore  win,i;s  on  the  cast  and  wcsl,  each  twenty-six 
feet  s<inai'e.  It  was  const  lan  ied  ui'  lariic  stones,  so  that  vihra- 
li(nis  niii^lit  he  rediice(l  to  a  niinimuni,  ;;nd  I  he  w.ills  were  made 
Very  thick. 

.Mrs.  iHnlley  contiimed  h'-r  mnnificent  doiiatlo]is  by  ,i;'iviiii;' 
toward  a  heliometer,  in  iS-jo,  .■s(;,()U(),  later  increased  t(»  si  J,.")!)!). 
The  observatory  was  inaiiiiurated  ^\■ith  jnddic  ceremonies  on 
An^^ust  28,  185<».  It  haNini;,  b'^-n  told  Mis.  ]>nilley  that  in  oi'der 
t(t  c.u-ry  on  the  work"  of  tin*  instiliilion  i  fund  was  needed  A\hich 
would  yitdd  an  income  jter  annum  of  .810,()tM);  the  audience  pres- 
ent at  the  exercises  \\'as  deejily  m(»ved  when  a  h-tter  was  read 
there  friuu  the  benefactress  wlio  had  been  so  liberal  already,  tliat 
she  would  contribute  850,000  toward  such  a  fund.  It  may  be 
(pn'stioned  whether  this  letter  was  not  nn)re  powerful  in  stirriuu, 
the  ]»eople  presi'ut  that  day  than  the  oratory  of  even  ]*]dward 
Everett,  wh(»  deli\('i-ed  the  pri],cipal  sp<'<Mdi. 

Troy,  like  the  cit  ies  we  have  just  been  meiil  ionini;',  was  already 
[)lanted  as  a  city  when  the  I']rie  an<l  (Miamplain  caiuils  were  tin- 
ished.  Some  account  of  its  earliest  days  lia^e  been  i-iven. 
Founded  as  a  settlement  between  1TS7  and  1700,  il  \\as  incoipor- 
ated  as  a  village  in  isOl,  and  as  a  city  in  ISHI.  Its  streets  were 
laid  out  on  the  plan  of  those  of  IMiiladeljihia.  in  1820,  after  an 
existence  of  oNcr  thirty  years,  its  ])opuh'tion  had  crept  up  to 
five  thousatid  two  liundred  and  sixt\-ei^ht.  The  etTect  i>f  the 
canals  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  teii  years  later,  in  18:j0,  the  poj)- 
ulalion  liad  more  than  (b)id)h'd.  liavim:  beconn*  eleven  thousand 
five  hundred  am;  sixty-six.  Tliis  rapid  im  rease  went  on  altiiost 
in  the  sanu'  ratio  with  this  laiL'.er  number,  for  in  1810  there  wi^re 
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nineteen  tliMUsarnl  tlir<'c  linndi-cd  and  scvciitv-t lircc  iiilialiiiaiii-<. 
In  1S21  a  t'euialc  seminary  was  cslahlislicd  at  'I'ion,  w  liidi  ua- 
enij^loyinii  twciit  \ -one  t(  a.cliei  s  and  (•lliccrs  in  ISIO.  In  iliai  \cai-, 
t(»(».  it  is  d','sci'ilic(i  as  lia\iii.u'  a  court  Imusr,  twelve  cliinrlies, 
and  many  maniirariiii-iii;u  i'nler]U'ises,  iililiziiiL;  w  atei'-jiower,  llie 
wa(  ei'  heiiiL!,  (I  l  a  w  11  rr(  nil  i  lie  li  i  I  Is  with  a  head  of  seven  ly-li  ve  feei , 
so  that  hydrants  in  the  streets,  without  the  aid  (d'  eiiuines,  i'lii'- 
nislicd  sn  fVn  ient  ly  st  roiiu  st  reams  l  or  e.\  t  i  nuuishin^  li  res. 

Its  lueaiiun  uu  the  eastern  bank  (d'  the  Hudson,  on  a  lofty 

[(lain  se\eral  miles  in  extent,  was  a 
\'ei'y  advantageous  one,  also,  for 
re.sidenee.  J!nt  the  thin:L;  of  most 
iniporlanre  to  Troy  was  its  con 
venient  access  by  water  from  New 
^'ork,  at  the  head  of  sloop  na\i^a- 
tion  oil  the  Iluiison,  comliined  with 
a  dii'ect  connection,  by  means  of  a 
few  locks,  with  the  two  i;reat  canals 
coming  down  alonn  the  iludsoi: 
from  the  north  on  the  oj))M)site  side. 

/ ^•^^.v'^^^""      ^^^^^^       "^'^''^      ^'''^       ^1  i'l'"!'!-"^  to  business 
'"^""^  ""-"^  >\.'^<         .^ji^  ;4rowth  derived  from  the  rail 

roads,  wlii(di  connected  it  tirst  with 
S(  henectady,  and  of  which  it  later 
became  a  center  for  traftic  from 
Xe\\'  England  and  the  Xoilh,  as  \\ell  as  from  the  West,  and  we 
can  readily  understand  that  since  ISiO  'I'roy  has  tripled  its  ]m)1i- 
ulation,  and  it  will  be  accredited  in  the  census  of  11)00  as  havin.L; 
al»out  sixt\-li\e  ihousand  inhabitants. 

It  seems  hardly  creilii)le  tha!  Lansiui^bni^h,  its  near  neighbor, 
was  once  far  ahead  <d'  it  on  t  he  race  tow  ard  cit_\  hood.  It  w  as  in 
oorporated  under  the  name  <d'  '•  New  City  in  ISOl,  and  was  laid 
out  on  an  amldtious  plan  in  s(|nares  four  hundred  feet  huiu  b\ 
two  linndre(l  and  sixty  w  ide.  I!ut  in  ls;;o  Ti-oy  had  alread\-  hd'l 
it  far  behind,  with  a  population  of  over  eleven  llunisand  against 
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;ii.iiwt  tAvcnty-livc  Imndi'cd  line  E\-<'ii  llic  canals  ami  inri])iciit 
iailn>a<ls  did  not  li<-li)  it  iniicli,  for  in  ISIO  the  ]io]itilatiou  was 
i.iilv  Ilirco  thousand  tlirco  liniid)-(-d  and  iliiity.  'i'licrc  wcr*'  tln-ii 
f.iur  (  iinridics,  an  academy,  and  two  iirintin^  olliccs.  Xcvcrl  lic- 
jcss.  i(  con  Id  not  hnt  inotit  by  the  hitci-  dc\c](t|ijiHait  oC  t  lie  St  a  to 
under  tic  inliuonco  of  raili'oads,  and  in  1S!H)  it  w  as  credited  u  il  li 
tell  lliousaild  li\  ('  linndi  ed  .ind  t  w  enty-l  liree  people. 

CondiiL;'  hark  to  Albany  To'inty,  a  most  decided  jtlantini:  *>( 
cities  is  due  to  the  canals  and  railroads,  in  the  case  of  West  Tro.v 
and  ("olioes.  Thonuli  in  anotli<'i-  county,  the  foiaiier  is  really  a 
sultiirb  of  Troy,  with  A\  hi(di  it  is  counecte<l  by  bridL^c  and  feiiy 
both.  It  was  inco]-])oraie(l  as  a  separ.ile  city  in  ls;)(;,  and  at  the 
iie.xt  census  had  a  population  of  foni'  thousand  si.\  hundred  and 
seven.  A  United  Statics  arsenal  was  established  heie.  and  other 
business  and  the  oveillow  from  prospei-ous  Troy  i-an  up  its  pop- 
ulation, till  in  ISIIO  it  was  twelve  tlioasand  inne  liundi-ed  and 
btrty-two.  (Jreen  Island,  in  the  riAcr  between  Troy  and.  NN'est 
Troy,  with  over  live  Ihousand  iidiabitants,  may  also  be  counted 
as  a  part  of  the  larger  city. 

An  impressi\'e  instance  of  the  eft'ect  of  tho  facilities  for  busi- 
nes-i  derived  from  nnxh'ia!  methods  of  transpoitat  i(Ui,  is  the  rise 
of  ('oIkk'S.  It  is  situated  at  the  continence  of  the  ^Mohawk  and 
Hudson  rivers,  but  debaried  from  the  advantages  of  navigation 
by  reas(tn  of  the  falls  in  the  formia-  stream,  unt  il  t  he  la-ie  and  t  he 
("ham]>lain  canals  A\C're  conducted  ]>asi  it,  aftei-  their  junction 
in  its  Ai(dnity.  Xo  setthMuent  of  any  kiml  was  made  until  an 
a ]»|>recia  t  ion  of  the  advantages  of  the  w  a ter-[iow"er  to  be  (dd a  i ne;l 
liei'c  led  to  the  formation  of  the  T'ohoes  .Mannfaeturin;^  Company 
in  ISII.  I'iN-en  then  its  growth  was  uH'a^er,  foi-  it  ha<l  ind  been 
incorpiua ted  as  a  \illa.Lie  when  the  canals  wcic  tinishe*!.  Incor- 
porali(Ui  took  jdace  in  IS4S,  and  at  tlm  next  census  its  ]>opnla- 
titui  Tiumbered  oidy  four  thousand  two  hundre(l  an«l  t  w  enty-inne. 
r.ut  with  the  advent  of  the  i-aili'oads  its  ad \ancenM'nt  to\\ard 
hiri;ei- thiniis  weid  on  lapidly.  In  IStiO  its  jiopulation  wa.s  S,SOI); 
in  IsTd,  !:..;'.:.7;  in  ISSO.  1I),41(;;  and  in  ISDO  it  w  as  22,43i\ 
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It  has  scvcrnl  cotton  mills,  with  four  oi-  live  tlionsnnd  looms, 
nearly  tu('nt,\'  kniti  hi'j;  mills.  i-olliuLi  miil,  pin  niid  knit  t im;  iicnllc 
factories,  foundries,  m;i(diinc  slio|.s,  and  pajx-r  mill,  mnkinu  o 
vcritaldc  hive  of  induslry.  li  \\;is  made  a  city  in  ISC.K.  and  the 
next  ycai-  the  census  rold  an  interestiiju  st<iry  of  ."i  f,:)!  2, ()•)()  yartis 
of  cloth  and  o;j,(iO(),0()0  knilliuL!  needles  mad*-;  while  the  ouiput 
of  hosieiy  const  it  u1  ed  a  t  liird  td'  I  he  whole  amount  ma  n u fact  u led 
in  the  I'nited  States.  The  supply  of  wafer  for  turning  these 
numerous  mills  is  regulated  b\  a  dam  erec  ted  above  the  falls  in 
ISG.j,  the  \\ater  beini;  conducted  to  its  desiination  by  a  system 
of  live  canals.  As  the  descenr  of  the  river  is  seventy-ei^ht  feet, 
witli  a  perpendictihtT-  pit<  h  of  foi'ty  feel,  and  there  is  the  wiiole 
of  the  ^lohawk  back  of  it  foi'overa  imndi-ed  miles,  with  countless 
vijiorous  tributaries,  there  is  no  lacd;  either  of  ^vater  or  of  force 
for  all  the  useful  i)uriioses  which  the  element  is  here  made  tu 
serve. 

Passini;'  northward  above  the  head  of  naviiiation  on  tlu^  Hud- 
son, and  into  Sarato.ua  Count}-,  we  meet  \\\ih  Sarato.^a  S])rinp;s 
as  tile  only  considerable  place  in  that  r(\uion,  with  a  po]tulation 
at  the  last  censtis  of  thirteen  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
four.  And  this  circumst;ince  leads  ns  to  notice  another  cause  of 
the  plantinu  of  cities,  or,  if  not  quite  that,  of  dev<dopmeiit  and 
]u*os])erity  for  cert  a  in  sections  cd'  our  State.  This  is  1  he  uniivaleil 
advanta,ues  of  sevei-al  ].arts  of  it  as  health  resoi-ts,  or  as  I'efuues 
from  the  heat  and  bustle  of  city  life,  by  reason  of  the  attractions 
of  the  sceiu'ry. 

Saratoga  County  was  soon  sought  by  peoj^le  of  nu'ans  from 
every  pai-t  of  the  country,  because  of  the  multitu<!e  and  excel- 
lence of  its  mir.ei'al  sprinus,  jxissessini^  neaily  alt  the  medi- 
cinal ([nalities  so  eagerly  souuht  foi'  in  laii-ope.  W'e  alread.\'  wdd 
an  account,  in  1S20,  (d'  L;reat  numbeis  of  people  visitinu  Sarato^'a 
S])riniiS  in  the  summer,  alllionuh  it  had  oidy  about  a  hundi-ed 
Imuses  then,  and  it  had  taken  its  rise  only  since  ISOO.  Ilallsion 
Spa  had  been  discovered  "  earlier,  in  1T!H),  but  was  not  any 
larger  then.    In  isil)  the  \  illa.^e  of  Saratoga  Springs  was  oruan- 
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i/t'd,  .111(1  its  pojmlatioi!  in  IS  10  wns  two  tlidusaiul  six  hiin<lrcMl 
rourtcoii.  Now  llicic  wciH*  iiiaiiv  hdtcls.  visited  by  iimusaiids 
.if  ;^ui'sts  fi'diii'all  ovci'  the  country.  At  that  time  no  innition 
was  as  yd  made  of  llichlidd  Sjn-inus,  on  t  lie  lioi-dci's  of  Herkimer 
;ind  <  >tseu«»  conn  ties,  a  fe\\'  miles  southeast  of  rt  ica,  or  <d'  Shai-nu 
S[triniis,  in  tlie  nortliern  pait  of  S(dioharie  County,  a  few  miU's 
south  of  Cannjoharie,  on  tlie  M(diawK'.  lint  these,  too,  were  soon 
ihereafter  "  discovered,"  and  drew  their  w(dl-to-<hi  [latrons  b\  tlie 
liuudre<ls  from  New  York  and  other  ^re.it  cities. 

The  Catskill  ^loTintair.s  had  also  for  many  years  been  an  attrac- 
tion,   before    the    railroads  ma<le 
a( cess  so  easy  to  them.    The  famous 
.M(Uiiitain  House  was  built  in  the 

thirties  "  by  the  "  Kaatskil  ?iloun- 
tain  Association,"  at  a  cost  of  ^~'2,- 
(1(10.  The  ])latform  on  which  it 
stamls  ai'forded  a  level  sjtace  of  six 
acres,  and  was  at  an  elevation  ef 
two  thousand  t\vo  hundred  and 
twelve  feet  above  The  surface  of  the 
Hudson,  which  is  twelve  miles  dis- 
tant from  the  foot  of  the  ])recipice 
on  which  it  stamls.  The  original 
liiuiensions  of  the  now  old-fash- 
ioned host(dry  were  one  hundred 
and  f(uty  foot  length,  with  a  depth  of  twenty-four  feet,  and  four 
stories  liiiih,  with  piazzas  and  winiis.  Xot  far  from  it  arose  the 
Kaaterskil  ITotcd  in  recent  years,  built  by  a  Philad.eliihia  million- 
air<',  who  had  a  (juarrel  with  Landlord  lieach. 

I'opidar  as  are  the  Catskill  ^lountains  yet  with  jieople  fi-om 
every  siH'tion  of  the  land,  yet  the  immense  facility  nf  railroail 
ti-av<d  S(-nds  thousands  yearly  now  to  the  fai'  nioi'e  i)ictui'<'S( jue 
scenei-y  and  wilder  solitudes  of  the  loftiei'  Adironda(d-;s.  These 
r''L;ions  were  not  much  (^X[)loited  as  resorts  until  after  the  Civil 
War.    r,nt  now  people  ai-e  ])enetratini.i  them  for  health  or  pleas- 


GEN.  EllK.XKZKR  STKVENS. 


152 


Tin;  K.Mi'iKi;  siATi:  ix  TiiuKi:  ri'.Ni'uitiES. 


lire,  t(»  dwell  ill  tlic  i  ihh'  tent  or  ln.\mi;ilc  in  Wio  i^rcnt  liotd,  <ii- 
laiii^uisli,  iiiilil  iiTii[»cr;ii  ion  in  the  s;i  nil  arium.  Sprcai  1  i  nij,  n\-c;' 
Essex,  W'aircii,  parts  of  Ilaniilion,  I'rankliii,  ami  ('linron  cnun- 
tics,  tln'V  furnish  i  he  only  source  of  inctune  and  si  iniuliis  to  cntcr- 
[»rise  in  those  [tai  ls  of  the  State.  'I'lio  w  ilderness  is  now  |(icrrrd 
by  railroads.  \\  hi(  h  enter  from  the  south,  jiast  historic  Tii-oiidcr- 
o,i;a  and  historic  I>akes  (ieoruc  and  rhaniplain,  \\hose  beauteous 
banks  tlienisel \(\s  hold  many  a  tourist  on  his  way  north.  Then, 
from  Plat  tsb  till;  on  the  north,  and  from  I 't  ica,  t  hrouuh  1  lerkinier 
(Jonnty,  on  llie  southwest,  read\'  apju-oai  lies  are  made  to  the 
points  where  eiiteri»rise  lias  built  the  wel l-jiayinL:,'  hotels. 

rerha[>s  the  crown  of  the  uian.leiir  and  beauty  or  the  Adiron- 
dacks  is  the  scenery  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  sources  of 
tlie  Hudson  Ki\'er.  l!ut  a  fe\\'  years  more  and  it  will  be  in  oiMb^r 
to  celebrate  the  three  hundredth  anniversai-y  of  the  disc(»very  of 
that  rivei",  so  \\orlliy  (d'  the  pride  of  every  New  Yorker.  Yet 
the  solitude  and  wildness  of  viri;in  nature,  amid  tlie  di\'ersity  of 
landscap('  and  watersca^ie  at  the  iludsun's  mouth,  and  aloni;' 
all  its  nnexplore(l  coui-se,  may  still,  to  a  groat  extent,  be  fonml 
at  its  Iiea<lwaters  to-day.  The  scream  of  the  loconiotixc  may 
indeed  re  echo  now  aiiioiiu  mountain  to])s  and  forest  i^lades,  yet 
the  wilderness  still  prevails,  ,tnd  for  the  sake  of  its  solitude  and 
\\  ildness  nnai  penetrate  it. 

l)ee]i  in  the  heart  (>f  the  Adiromhud-cs,  near  the  center  of  Essex 
County,  ihe  "  Indian  Pass  cuts  its  wa\'  tliroUL;h  the  mountains, 
fr(uu  the  siuithwest  to  the  northeast.  Someone  says  of  it  that  it 
is  "  the  most  majestic  natural  wonder  next  to  Niai;ara  in  the 
State."  At  the  southerly  entramc  stands  W'allface  Abuintain 
(Ui  the  left,  and  on  the  liLiht  Blount  Mclnt\]e  rises  to  the  In-iulit 
of  nearly  a  mile  aboNc  tide-water.  "The  IxUtom  of  the  pass  is 
nioic  than  t wenty-eiuht  hiindreil  feet  aboxc  the  sea,  but  f(dlow- 
ing  the  gradually  sloiiiiiL:  surface  till  we  rea(di  a  spot  on  the 
ri,uht,  nearly  two  thousand  feet  hiulier,  we  stand  upon  Mountain 
Afeadow;  and,  lifting:,  hiiih  his  head  another  thousand  feet  into 
the  (dear  sky.  Mount  Matey,  or  Taliaw  us,  the  monan  h  of  the 
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Ailiiondacks,  rises  before  ns.  I'^roiii  the  l)()S()iii  of  this  re^al 
iiiuuntaiii,  lit  origin  for  so  sjilciKlid  a  livci-,  starts  tlie  si)riii,i;-  that 
feeds  the  Hudson,  for  it  lias  its  rise  in  .Mountain  Meadow," 

This,  houcvei',  is  only  tho  Ix'^innini;  of  the  rivei-'s  sources:  it 
jiushcs  its  watery  roots  into  various  other  recesses  of  this  awe- 
inspii'iiiL;'  wilderness.  1  nn iiniera l>le  lak'es  nbound  in  the  .\diron- 
dacks,  and  nearly  a  do/.en  (d'  ihi'ni  contiiltute  of  theii-  ciyslal 
.ihundaiice  to  sv/ell  t  lie  many  si  reams  that  tinally  make  up  Die 
main  one  :  Piseeo,  IJound,  Pleasant.  I'oinit  ain,  ( 'at  1  in,  I  lenderson, 
Sandfoi'd,  Srroon,  Indian,  and  Ci'dai-  lakes.  ( )]ialescent  Kiver  is 
tjie  tap  root  t  hat  carries  down  t  he  wa  tei's  from  Indian  I'ass.  P.nt 
I  here  are  also  Fndian  lii\'er,  and  <'e(hir  lliNcr,  and  lioj-eas  IJiver, 
coming  from  their  corresponding  lakes  in  Hamilton  V'oiinty; 
while  further  down  the  more  consideialde  tributaries  of  the 
Saconda^a  and  Scro<in  ri\('rs  are  still  near  enouuii  to  the  Hud- 
son's oriuin  to  be  counted  as  sources.  The  one  drains  the  south- 
westernmost  spurs  of  the  A(Iironda.(  ks  in  Pulton  County,  while 
the  other  draws  its  lirst  su[»jdies  ab((\  e  Scroon  l-ake  from  a  small 
lake  near  ^Touut  Di.x,  ten  miles  west  (d'  L*ort  Jlenry,  on  Lake 
Chami)lain. 

^^'llile  these  sublimities  and  l»eauties  at  its  sources,  haiiuon- 
i/JuL':  so  v,ell  with  what  we  know  of  tiie  majestic  Hudson  at 
otlii'r  portions  of  its  course,  (ii-aw  multitudes  of  ])eo]de  to  the 
Adirondack  region,  it  is  not  the  sort  of  attraction  that  makes 
cities.  In  the  uortheru  counties  we  encounter  no  ]daces  of  ten 
or  tw(dve  thousand  iulsabi t a nt s,  except  along  tlu'  St.  Lawrence 
and  on  th.e  sliore  of  Lake  Ontario.  At  the  edge  of  tlie  Adiron- 
dacks  \\-e  meet  with  historic  Plattsbnig,  in  Clinton  County,  num- 
bering 7,(nO;  and  ^falone,  the  seat  of  I'rankliii  County,  having 
•■^,774  iiihaltitants  in  ISOO.  P>ut  St.  Lawrence  County  [>resents 
Ogdcnsbui-g,  with  a  population  ,(f  1L*''»7  cr(Hlite(l  to  it  at  ilu'  last 
'■ensiis.  This  idace  came  to  our  notice  as  we  reconnti'd  s(niie  (d" 
the  military  nni\'enients  (d' t  he  ^\'a]•  of  ]  SL2,  not  ably  in  con  nee  t  ion 
with  Wilkinson's  attemjd  to  capture  M(udreal,  which  failed  so 
coni[detely. 
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Oudcnsbiiru'  is  (Hilv  one  hunilrcd  ;m<l  lliii'tv  miles  distMiit  fi-oni 
Montreal,  wiiile  it  is  two  liumlred  miles  and  niui-e  from  All);inv. 
It  Mas  not  mm  li  of  a  place  at  the  time  of  the  wai',  ami  in  ls;;() 
it  had  attained  only  a  population  of  about  five  or  six  hundred, 
and  a  little  o\er  a  hundrecl  houses.  This  had  mncii  improved  a 
dozen  years  or  so  later,  when  the  jio])ulation  was  two  thousand 
five  Inindr-ed  and  fifty  li\'e,  and  it  :L;loi-ied  in  live  (diui'(  lies.  I'av 
away  from  tlie  earliest  eanal  and  railroad  conneetions  its  pios- 
perity  came  in  hitei'  tinn'S,  when  its  remote  jiosiiion  was  reme- 


fifteen  thousand  inlialdtants.  It  is  located  on  the  IShud;  I*ki\'ei', 
about  ten  miles  directly  west  of  the  historic  Sackett's  llarboi'. 
on  I.ake  Ontario,  nnnh'  famous  by  tlie  A\'ar  of  1812.  It  was  or- 
<;ani/ed  in  ]S{)i\  as  a  town  of  ()]ieida  ('ounty,  but  was  transferred 
to  JelTerson  (.'ounty  when  it  was  formed  in  ISO.").  Pessessinu 
water-i)owei'  sutlicient  to  o]»erate  one  thousand  runs  of  stone, 
its  develo[inient  was  ow  iuLi,  to  the  millinu  industry,  a  saw-mill,  a 
fi'rist-mill,  and  a  paper-mil!  beini;  set  up  hei'e  in  (piicdv  succes- 
sion within  seven  years  after  its  tirst  settlenu'ut.  In  1S40  it  had 
a  poi)nlation  of  two  thousand  se\-en  hundi-ed  and  fifty,  six 
churches,  an  academy,  founde(l  in  ISll,  and  two  banks.    As  rail- 


died  by  beini;-  made  the 
point  wdiere  New  York  rail- 
roads concentrated  as  their 
nort liern  ternunns. 


GKN.  ALE.X.AJS'Df-I;  .M.iCU-Mii. 


Ai)proa(diinii  more  (dosely 
the  ran^c  of  influence  of  the 
Erie  Canal  and  the  Central 
IJailroad  system,  but  yet  at 
too  great  a  distance  from  it 
to  be  considered  as  havin.u 
been  planted  as  a  resnlt 
from  them,  we  find  in  Jef- 
ferson Connty  the  consid- 
erable place,  but  sinall  city, 
of  Watertown,  with  nearly 
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ci:ntui;ii;s. 
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i-ii;i<Is  }>('neti'at('(l  tlic  section  of  \]\o  State  iK)rth  of  (lie  l']i-ie  <  'anal, 
llicv  placed  ^^'atel■t(>\^■n  on  the  Iin<'  lunnini;  dii'cctly  into  that 
(•(inntry,  taking  athantauf  of  tlic  lUack  Kiver  N'allcy.  Thus 
prospci-ity  came  to  it  a])ac«',  so  that  the  later  foi'ty  years  of  its 
existence  bronulit  it  inoi'c  than  ti\('  times  the  i_>o]iulat ion  it  h;v(l 
iiccnmulated  dnriui;  tin  tii'si  forty  years. 

As  ^ve  return  to  the  line  of  tlie  Erie  Canal  and  of  the  ("enti'al 
IJailroad  of  the  State,  to  tiai'c  their  inlluence  ui)on  the  planting 
of  cities,  A\'e  encounter,  a^ain,  after  Albany,  a  city  that  was 
phinted  Ion;;  before  these  modern  means  of  conimnnicai  ion  ex- 
ist<'d.  Schen(H-tady,  as  we  have  seen,  became^  a  city  in  171)8. 
Some  3"ears  aft(M-  tlie  la'ie  CjiikiI  had  been  condin  te(l  through  it, 
it  was  still  a  small  ])lace  of  hardly  three  thousand  inhabitaids 
and  live  hundred  liouses.  Fifteen  Acars  after  the  openim;  of  the 
canal  mattei-s  had  inqu-oved  jj,reatly.  The  population  had 
<loubIed  to  six  thousaml  and  ei,uhty-eii;,ht,  and  twent}'  streets  had 
been  laid  out,  crossing  each  other  at  ri,:^ht  angles.  There  were 
eight  churclies,  an  academy,  and  three  banks. 

Union  Colleji'e  was  in  a  llourishini;-  condition,  being'  attended 
iiy  three  humlred  stmh'uts.  It  had  six  professors,  four  assistant 
professoi's,  and  thii-teen  thousand  volum<'s  in  its  library.  The 
value  of  the  pro]terty  was  estimateil  at  -S448,00(>.  Two  buildings, 
two  hundred  feet  long,  forty  deej*,  and  four  stories  high,  stood 
six  hundred  feet  apart  from  ea(  h  other  on  its  ample  cam[)us,  a 
source  of  great  ]iride  to  the  citizens.  When  the  railroad  came  to 
snpj)lement  the  ixMietits  of  the  canal,  the  (dassic  shades  of  the 
old  ])utc]i  toMii  A\-ere  more  and  more  disturbed  by  the  hum  of  in- 
dustry, and,  perforce,  the  place  grew  till  now  it  stands  crediteil 
u  itli  about  twenty  thousaml  iidiabitant s :  so  that  perhajis  there 
was  some  planting  of  it  done  by  the  canal  and  ''ailroa<l  after  all, 
{"/raidic ally ,  if  imt  on  papm-. 

Su(di  a  pr(»cess  was  undoubtedly  a]i]»lied  to  the  city  of  Amster- 
dam, next  to  be  noticetl.  ^^'e  confess  it  is  gratifying  to  our  his- 
tori(^  sense  t<»  find  su(di  a  name  u]^(tn  the  map  of  New  York,  the 
old  New  N(dherlan<].    There  is  also  a  l^otterdam  not  far  from 
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t^chciicctad y,  Init  tlicrc  luust  be  smiict  liiiii;-  in  a  iiaiiic,  for  Aiiislcr- 
<laiii  lias  fai-  Mutslrii'ixMl  the  naiix'sakc  of  the  lesser  cily  of  ihil 
land,  as  is  tlic  case  with  its  own  namesake  on  the  other  siJc  <if 
the  Atlantic.  It  w  as  oi-i;anize<l  as  a  town  in  17!Kl,  incorjioi  a  inl 
as  a  vilhi,i;e  in  ls:;(),  w  hen  (ixc  vears.  of  canal  hail  wakeneil  ii 
out  of  nearly  forty  yeais  of  apathy;  but  oven  ten  years  latei'  ii 
!ia<l  only  a  poimlaiion  (»f  se\en  hundred.  There  was,  liowe\cr, 
an  acadeiny,  and  the  rather  e(|ui\(Hal  benelit  of  "se\eral 
churches,"  w  hich  ])roiiiised  a  poor  sui)port  for  each  in  so  sinall 
a  conininnity.  I>u1,  with  the  swifter  railway,  brou.ulit  more 
closely  to  its  doois  than  the  can.il  on  the  other  side  of  tin- 
^lohawk,  swifter  advancement  was  in  store  for  it,  ami  now  it 
counts  a  poi)ulation  of  nearly  twenty  thousand,  ha\in,i;  cau^lii 
uj)  with  old  kStdienectady,  and  is  the  only  city  in  .Montgomery 
County. 

l'\ilton  Couidy.  further  away  from  the  canal  and  trnnk  rail- 
road, i-ejoices  in  Jidinstown  with  1(),S5J,  and  ( 1  lovers\ille  with 
13,7!M)  ])o})nlation.  A  snmmar\  of  }/!-on.iinent  jtlaces  in  the  Stat;- 
in  182i),  and  ayain  in  Is  p).  fail  to  make  nn-ntion  of  ( i loversvillo, 
but  Johnstown,  redolent  with  memi>ries  of  Sir  William  Johnson, 
and  still  preserx  ini;  the  old  hall,  is  sjioken  of  as  havinj^'  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  luaises  and  three  (  hurches  in  1S2!>,  an<l  as  havim; 
two  hnndr<'(l  atid  fifty  houses,  one  bank,  an  academy,  four 
idinrtdu's.  and  a  ]M>itulafion  of  live  thousand  f(Uir  hundred  and 
vi^ht  in  ISK).  We  must  conclmle,  thtu-efore,  that  O lovers\i!le, 
with  a  ]io]udation  entitlinu  it  to  a  cityhoo(k  \\'as  decidedly  one  of 
those  ])laut<Ml  as  the  icsult  of  the  later  business  (b'\elo[)nients 
encouraged  by  the  modern  facilities  of   ransjx  u-tat  ion. 

Just  nuMdioinn-,  in  ]iassin.u,  that  lattle  l^ills,  in  TTerlciiuer 
Connty.  has  lately  Ik  en  im-or]iorated  as  ;,  city,  ami  h.is  a  popula- 
tion of  over  ten  thousaml,  we  aia'est  the  .-ittentiou  at  once  of  the 
most  striking,  instances  and  illustrations  of  tli"  efl'ectg  of  the 
canal  and  railroad,  as  furidshed  by  the  city  of  T^tica,  in  (Oneida 
Oninty.  There  was  a  settlement  here  as  oarly  as  1704,  whicli 
wont  by  the  name  of  Old  F(U't  Schuj  ler  bu-  some  years,  boeause 
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it  gatlicrcMl  niouiid  the  old  fort  of  tli(^  I'lciicli  ;m«l  Iinlian 

w  ill',  which  had  been  sii pcrscdcd  by  I  hi-  new  I'orl  Scliiiy  h  r,  oii 
(he  site  of  th(*  oh!  I'oii  Staiiuix,  at  Koiim'.  Tlic  J'iiihid('l|diKi 
louii^t  wlio  left  an  aci-ouiil  of  his  j  iunicy  in  1M)7.  says  of  Ttica 
(si>  named  in  IT'.'S)  thai  "it  is  a  lh»iu'isliin_i;  \jihii;<'  on  Iho  h'fl 
hanlv  of  t  lu'  .^b)ha\\"k."  It  liad  "  oiio  iir.ndrcd  and  sixty  houses, 
mostly  painted  white."  I'orei^n  i^oods  were  as  eiieap  hei-e  as  in 
New  York,  w  hi<  li  was  eaused  by  niei'(dianls  linderselliuu'  eai  h 
other,  "  for  the  i)laee  is  overstocdced  with  shopd';ee[)ei-s."  In 
17!>4,  w  hen  there  were  l)Ut  tlii  ee  houses  at    <)hl  Fort  Srhuyler,"' 


AX  EAItLY  VIEW  OF  ALBANY. 


Konie  was  lo(d;ed  upon  as  the  tuiuie  metropolis  of  the  State.  In 
l.'^OO  the  Seneca  turnpike  road  V\  a<  mad*-  to  cross  the  ri\cr  at 
rtica,  instea<l  of  touchint;  Konie,  and  this  di\'ei'ted  trade  from 
Home. 

rtica  was  thus  ])ut  in  tlie  way  of  ad\'ancemen1 ,  and  in  ISIT 
was  incor[tora.te(l  as  a  \  illaL;(>.  About  li\'e  xcars  after  the  opcii- 
in_u' of  the  Erie  ( 'an;il  it  liad  a  p>opu!ation  of  ei^ht  th(Misaml  lliiee 
hundred  and  tweiity-thi'ee;  twidve  hundi'ed  houses,  now  many 
of  them  of  brick  and  constructed  willi  some  atteniitt  at  elegance, 
a(hirned  its  tine  str(ets,  the  risiuL;  i^round  affoidinu  excellent 
drainage.  The  jdace  liad  seven  (diurches,  an  academy,  .md  two 
bunks.    There  were  rumors  even  then  (ISoOj  that  Utica  Avould 
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heroine  tlie  ^(-at  of  i;o\-ei'iiiiiei!t,  as  inofe  ci'iitral  iliaii  Alhaiiv. 
It  \\'as  c-eii  aiiil  y  aluK'st  e(|iii(l!siaiit  from  IIii  ITa  lo  a  in  1  New  Voi-k. 
In  ls:''2  I'tica  n  reivei]  im  orjiorat  ion  ;is  a  ciiy,  aiiil  was  iliviiled 
iuto  four  wards.  In  1S}()  the  census  rejioried  its  iiopuhiiion  at 
twelve  thousand  ei.uht  huj)dre(l  and  Jen.  'I'here  w<-re  then  four- 
teen rliufi  lie<,  iliree  lian];s,  Vvltli  a  capital  of  s]  .."DDjini);  nini.- 
peri(.)dicals,  and  four  academies  and  Iduh  stdmols.  Tlie  siie  (jf 
01(1  I'ort  S(diu\  ler  was  still  <di'-rished,  ;ind  jpoinK-i]  out  as  situated 
betM'een  .Main  Street  and  the  ri\'er  haidc,  east  of  Secoml  Street. 

It  was  hut  a  few  years  later  that  the  railroad  was  conducted 
rhrou;ih  the  city,  side  by  side-  with  the  canal,  anil  now  the  .urowili 
of  the  place  \\"as  c(.irres]ioniliti,L;ly  stimulated,  (.'ijtton,  woolen, 
and  iron  L;ouds  were  lar.izely  manufactureil  here,  and  Utica  be- 
came the  chief  market  for  cln^ese  in  the  T'nited  States.  Not  only 
did  the  Central  Kailroad  make  ir  one  of  its  <^to])pin,u-phu;es.  biit 
Utica  has  become  a  sort  of  distribut inp-  center  for  north  ami 
S()Uth,  five  railroads  ]-adiatin,u'  from  it  in  as  many  ilirecthms. 
In  addilhjn  to  the  Erh-  (Janal,  it  was  connected  by  the  Cheiuin,i;o 
Canal  ^dth  rdniihamton  and  the  Delaware  re,uion.  The  popnla- 
tiitn  is  now  vergiiiL;-  closely  on  the  sixty  thousand. 

IJonie  hail  tu  yield  the  palm  to  Utica,  as  we  saAv.  yet  it  prom- 
ised well,  especially  aft(;r  tlie  Erie  ("anal.  w-hii;h  had  started 
buihlini;-  there  in  1>1T,  was  enabled  t(.)  lioat  the  ci.uumeree  of  the 
^Vest  jiast  its  i;ates.  It  Avas  incorpoi-ated  as  a  town  in  1T!J<>.  an-1 
had  then  enjoyed  for  four  years  the  advantage  of  bein;^  at  tlie 
bead  of  navigation  on  tin-  3Iohawk,  A\-!iere  the  short  canal  h-ft 
the  latter  to  connect  with  the  head  of  \\'ood  Creek.  It  was  this 
situation  whiidi  iloubtless  encoura.ucd  the  vain  dream  that  it 
would  t:row  to  be  the  metropidis  of  the  State.  Keeeivinu  incor- 
poration as  a  village  in  ]sl(j,  it  still  ni;^le  a  showinu'  of  only  one 
hundreil  houses  in  lM".t.  althout:h  the  natiiuial  government  Inid 
established  an  arsenal  and  barraclcs  there  in  IslS.  In  1S:J.~  an 
academy  was  started,  and  in  ls4(!  there-  were  three  hundred, 
houst-s,  six  churches,  a  bank,  and  a  printing;-  ohice.  Its  populn- 
tiou  has  not  yet  gone  far  beyiuid  fifteen  thousand. 


TJli:    LMl'lUii,    sTATi:    IS    TllKKi;    CK.N'J'LKIKS.  loiJ 

Tliorc  was  no  Syracuse  before  tlic  middle  sertioii  of  the  l^ric 
("anal  was  ruiislicd.  Ivlitor  William  L.  St(>iie,  who  aceoiupaiiied 
(lie  triiimidial  jtassauc  alony  the  lOjic  Canal,  visited  (lie  Hon. 
.Iiishna  I'oi'f-man,  the  nKncr  of  tlie  i-esolntion  whii-h  slarhMl  ihc 
lli'ic  Canal,  and  who  was  also  Ihc  fdundiT  of  SvLiarnsc  in  1  he  yoji- 
iSL'O.  ''I  lodged  (i)V  the  ni^ht,"  he  afterward  wrote,  "at  a 
iiiis''i'ahlf'  tavern.  .  .  .  The  few  houses  standing  lipon  low 
and  marshy  i;ronin].  and  surrounded  by  trees  and  tanL;led 
thickets,  i)resented  a  very  uiuinitinL;  scene."  Ten  years  later 
there  were  (ndy  a  hundred  houses,  but  in  1S25  Syi'acuse  had  been 
incoi'iiorated  as  a  village.  In  1S3'J  the  salt  inspector  rejMtrted 
f(»ur  hundred  and  seventy-two  thousand  live  hundred  and  lifiy- 
ei^ht  bushels,  and  in  ISIO  there  were  sevi'n  hundrei]  houses,  four 
churches,  a  bank,  two  newspa})ers,  and  an  academy  lodged  in  a 
building  four  stories  liiL;h,  with  an  obss-rva toi'y.  Jt  now  also  re- 
joiced in  a  tine  hotel,  the  "  Syracuse  House,"  an  encourauiui;  ad- 
vance Ujxin  the  "  miserable  ta\ crn  "  of  1820. 

The  canal  and  the  railroad  greatly  aided  the  salt  in(iustry. 
Salt  water  was  fouml  loui-  or  fne  feet  belo\\-  the  surface  of  the 
fresh  water  in  Lake  (Jnondai;a.  Wells  suidc  to  a  depth  of  eigh- 
teen f(H'1  produced  salt  water  also.  As  to  the  cause  of  these 
[)bononiena,  it  was  supi»os<'d  there  were  beds  of  rock  salt  below 
the  surface  of  the  |j,i'ound.  yet  biu'in^s  to  a  de]Uli  of  two  hun- 
dred and  tifty  feet  did  not  i-eveal  these.  Xe\eitheless,  the 
strength  of  the  brim'  im  reased  in  direct  ratio  with  the  de])th  of 
well.  Hence  the  rock  salt  may  yet  be  reacdicd.  In  Cheshire, 
I^ngland,  the  salt  l«eds  are  tAvo  hundred  and  lilly  feet  below  the 
surface;  but  in  Poland  they  are  si'ven  hundred  and  titty  ami  nine 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  below  it.  Tlie  salt  was  prei)ared  for  com- 
nu'rcial  uses  in  two  ways  -  l)y  e\ap(>i'at ion  under  the  heat  of  the 
sun  only,  the  coarse  variety  is  obtaim-d.  and  by  artilicial  heat  the 
tin<'r  kind.  In  ISIO  these  salt  s])rinus  at  Syracuse  yielded  three 
millions  of  bushels  ]ter  annum;  later  they  A\'ere  made  to  yield 
from  seven  to  eight  millions;  b\it  the  out|Uit  of  the  ^[i(liigan 
salt  rock  beds  exceed  those  of  Syracuse. 
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It  \v:is  iii((ii]t(ir;it''(l  as  a  cily  in  iSiT,  and  at  tlu'  next  (■i'iisii> 
the  populal  idu  liail  a<l\aiH((l  In  more  than  twi-nty  llidnsand.  In 
it  was  L*SJ  I'.t;  in  isyo  il  had  urown  lo  i:M»r,l;  in  issn  it  \va< 
more  than  r)0,0(M);  in  is'.to,  ni-arlv  ;m),(M)I);  and  it  is  csliniatcd  h\ 
its  own  niayoi'  liiat  in  IIJOO  the  [(upuhil.ion  nunihci's  at  least 
000  sonls. 

Thus  far  we  liav(>  spoken  only  of  its  salt  industry,  Ix'cause  this 
is  of  i;cnei-al  interest  as  also  ainon!4  the  naiural  features  of  oni- 
well-favored  State.  lUit  in  the  wake  (d  this  stiniuins  of  natui'e 
(wld(di  is  no^\•  waiuui;-  ou  acrcuini  .if  a  nioi-e  wonderful  natui'al 


luent  of  iudustry  iueludes  factories  for  the  niakiut;-  of  iron  and 
steel  specialties,  furuitui-e,  carriai;es,  ]»lo\\s,  .i;uus,  coatdi  aud 
saddlery  hardware,  cauued  i^oods,  steam  engines  aud  l)(>ilers, 
a.nrlcultural  iuqdeuients,  furnaces  and  si  -ain  heaters,  aiul  uu<lei'- 
takers'  suitjilies;  A\lii(di  last  seeiu  an  iucouuruous  staple  for  so 
li\'e  "  a  city.  Aud  it  is  stated  that  the  Soh  ay  Process  \A'orks  is 
Syracuse's  lar-jest  industry  to-(lay.  No  wonder,  then,  that,  as 
was  said  by  the  jiresident  of  its  ('hamber  of  ("onnnei-ce  recently: 
"  W'o  m  Ik)  li\'e  here  innc  a  just  pi'ide  in  tliosi>  unsurpassed  ad- 


supply  in  .Mi(dd,uau,  as  was  said), 
iuan\'  other  industries  sju-aui;  u]i, 
fustei-e(l  by  the  canal  aiid  the  rail- 
roads, whi(  li  are  ukuc  to  our 
l)resent  puri»ose.  Syracuse  is  a 
veritable  spider  at  the  center  (d" 
a  web  of  railroad  liiU'S,  I'adiatiuL' 
in  every  directi(Ui,  and  like  the 
spider,  but  in  a  more  amicable 
manuer,  she  derives  lib'  aud  suj) 
]iort  from  the  traftic  of  nuui  and. 
Ucods  aloiiu  t  hese  1  lues. 


JOHN  STEVENS. 


Syracuse  has,  therfd'ore,  b<' 
come  a  wonderful  mauufact urinu 
center  also.  The  list  of  the  estab 
lislniH'nts  devoted  to  this  depart- 
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\  ;iiit;i.u<'S  wliicli  Syraciisr  so  freely  olTci's  to  rlic  iiiamifact urcr, 
I  III' <";iitit;ilist,  the  iKniicscckcr,  the  iiiei-cliaiit ,  the  iiie(  !iaiii<\  and 
I  lie  laborer." 

Xor  (l<»es  the  city  forget  the  higher  needs  of  life.  It  has  some 
fine  i»iil>lic  pai'ks;  rejoic<'s  in  eiuht  ])nldie  libraries  accessible  to 
everyboily;  has  a  tine  hiuli  s(diool  and  ihirtydour.otliers;  and  the 
city  is  also  the  seal  of  a  nniversity. 

The  Syracuse  University  at  [)resent  consists  of  four  collo^os: 
the  College  of  J.iberal  Ai  ts,  the  College  of  l-'ine  Arts,  the  College 
of  Medicine,  and  the  C(dlege  of  Law.  It  has  a  liltrary  of  fifty 
thousand  V(dunies,  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  professors,  and 
the  present  ^'aluation  of  its  buildings  and  other  lU'ojierty  is 
■"^L*, TOO, ()()(>.  The  university  had  its  ince|ition  in  the  Cc-nteiinial  of 
.Methodism  in  ISdti.  The  Methodist  E])iscopal  ('liuindi  had  re- 
solved to  raise  in  that  year  •'S:2,0()0,()()0.  and  to  make  its  educa- 
tional institutions  tlie  idiief  object  of  its  benefactions.  There 
were  at  that  time  under  the  care  of  the  .Methodist  (h'liomination 
several  seminaries  in  the  State  of  New  ^'ork.  but  only  one  c(d- 
lege.  'J'his  was  Cienesee  College,  located  at  Lima,  a  small  village 
distant  from  a  railro;;  1  station.  It  had  been  in  operutiuu  since 
ly.jl,  doing  excellent  norlc,  but  because  of  the  disadvantag<'  of 
its  location  had  not  ])rosi)ered  as  much  as  had  ])een  anticipated. 
When  efforts  were  made  for  centennial  educational  collections  in 
New  ^'ork.  the  o.uestion  of  a  new  university  site  at  once  becam:' 
j>roniinent.  After  mmdi  discussion  it  was  i-esolve(l  to  seelc  a 
central  location,  to  whitdi  the  Cenesee  College  might  be  renio\(-d 
All  the  trustees  of  the  latter  institution,  sa\'e  one,  favore(l  the 
removal.  Of  course  the  citizens  of  Lima  violently  opjxiseil  sm  li 
action,  and  securetl  an  injunction  against  the  trustees,  ])r(diibit- 
ing  it.  The  work,  however,  of  founding  the  new  university  did 
not  halt.  In  1S(>7  the  city  of  Syi-ai  use  \dted  .(u  a ppro])i'ia1  ion 
of  -slOO.OOO  to  the  uni\('rsity,  conditioned  upon  the  raising  of 
^KI0,()00  additional  for  endownu'nt. 

On  the  22d  of  I'elirnary,  L'^70,  a  ^letliodist  Ei)isco])al  conven- 
tion for  the  State  of  New  York'  was  held  in  Syracuse,  at  whi(di 
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it  was  (k'tcriuiiM'd  to  cstahlish  the  sit y  in  liial  cily,  ami 

iv<-<)iiiiiicii(lci|  iiiiiii'-ilialc  aciioii  to  rnisc  al  least  ><r)0(),(H)(»  lui-  iis 
<'ii(i'>\\  iiR-iit .  Siihscript  idiis  w  cic  asla-il  tni-  and  ><]S],()(M)  wcic 
siibsei-ilted  tlicie.  'I'lus.  with  ]»rt'\i(tus  valid  sultscriitlions  and 
tiic  i»l(/dii('  (d'  till'  city,  made  the  aniiinnt  of  tlic  t'uml  lor  tin-  new 
institution -"^-'iS.-), 000.  A  jtrovisional  boai-d  ot  lnist(M's  w  as  (derh-d, 
and  steps  taken  to  seeuie  a  (diaider.  In  daiiiiar\-,  isTl,  tlie  valid 
pledges  to  tlie  entei-prist-  i-eaelied  s4l*o,00(),  and  on  llic  24ih  of 
April  lollowinL;  the  i;ity  issue(l  bonds  to  the  uni\t'rsity  anioiint- 
ini;-  to  ^100,000.  In  May,  J-]liphalet  Keniin-ion  -ave  to  the  uni- 
vei'sity  an  interest  in  a  block  in  ;>yraeuse  wurth  sst),OOU.  During 
the  same  month  a  site  of  fifty  acres  in  tlie  southeast  part  of  the 
city  %\as  ]»resented  by  <Jeor_ue  F.  ('omstocdc,  and  plans  foi'  l)uildini; 
the  Hail  (d'  Lan,i;uaL;es  were  adopted.  On  Sei)tend)e]'  1,  1S71,  the 
College  (^f  Liberal  -Vrts  ("iiened  its  first  session  in  the  Alyers  lilock 
with  forty-one  stu<lents  and  iivr  [irofessois.  It  continued  to 
occui)y  that  buildiui;'  until  the  Hall  of  Languages  was  comi)ltded 
and  dedicated  in  -May,  1S~'.>.  In  Deceml^er,  1S71.  the  Medical 
College  was  estaldished,  and  began  its  work  in  the  autumn  of 
1872.  The  ('ollege  of  I'^ine  Arts  was  estnblished  in  -Tune,  ls7."i, 
and  opened  on  September  IS  following.  The  College  of  Law  \\  as 
established  in  ISD.j. 

The  chaiiceliois  of  the  uinx'ersity  have  been  as  follows:  Lev. 
Daidid  Steele,  D.T).  I  president  (d'  the  College  of  Liberal  Ai-isi, 
187L72;  Alexander  Winiladl,  LL.H.,  1S72-74;  E.  O.  Haven. 
D.l).,  LL.I).,  1S74-80;  Charles  X.  Sims.  H.D.,  LL.l)..  lS81-!)3;  Lev. 
James  S.  Day,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  ])resent  (diancelloi'. 

Xorth  of  Syracuse-  we  come  ni)on  a  city  beai'ing  an  ancient 
name,  in  another  S'-nse  from  its  own.  Oswego  becomes  f;imili;M' 
to  liie  reader  (d"  our  State  liistorv,  even  before  the  I'reni  h  and 
Indian  war,  foi-  here  (btveriior  Lurnet  was  zeahuisly  locating  a 
fortress  against  jios^ibh-  incursions  of  the  I'remh  in  172'i.  It 
figui-ed  in  the  boriler  \vars  all  ilirouuli  the  ceiiturv-.  and  was  made 
the  base  of  operati(tns  for  St.  Li-ger's  camjiaign  in  aid  of  Lur- 
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I'  was  a  tradiiiLi-post  for  Indian  u(i(mIs,  \\  licncxcr  w  ar 
iiu'd  per  III  it  anv  I  radium:'  at  all.  and  licncr  set  t  li-nicn  t  was  rat  her 
.livriiuraucd  as  a  permanent  nndertakinu.  A  few  years  after 
[•A  \('  ("anal  was  beuituuiiL;  to  make  Syracnse,  t  hirl  v-eiiilit 
inilfs  distant,  (>sweL^(»  w  as  si  ill  only  a  hamlet  of  two  hnndred 
lioiises,  bnt  the  stir  of  life  had  come  to  it,  and 'i  writer  in  ISlM) 
,.li.vci-ved  t  hat  "  tins  village  is  ho^innin;;  to  rise." 

It  reeeived  organized  \  illaue  existence  in  ISIS.  r>y  1S40  thing's 
had  Itegun  to  look  bright.  The  ,uo\-ernment  had  siu'iit  Sll^tUOO  in 
making'  a  good  harbor  for  the  ]dace.  two  jiiers  projecting'  far  out 
into  Lake  Ontario.  The  one  ini  the  west  \\'as  one  thousand  two 
hundreil  and  tifty  feet  long  and 
thirty  feet  wide,  an<l  the  one  ou 
the  east  two  hnixlred  and  tifty 
feet  long,  with  a  depth  (d'  ten  to 
twenty  feet  of  water  lu'tween 
them.  The  j)lace  occnpied  both 
sides  of  the  Oswego  IJiver.  a 
bridge  seven  hundred  feet  long 
connecting  the  two  parts.  The 
streets  were  laid  o\it  on  a  gen- 
erons  plan,  being  of  a  uniform 
width  (d"  one  hundred  feet.  At 
this  time  (ISKI)  the  poi)ulation 
was  four  thousand  six  hundred 
and  se\ cnty-three,  with  six  hun- 
dred houses,  six  chui'ches,  an  aca(b'my,  and  two  banks. 

'i'he  ad\'antages  ol'  a  good  hai  bor  were  supplemented  by  those 
of  canal  communication,  by  means  of  the  Oswego  Canal,  de- 
scribed in  a  former  chaptei'.  And  aftt'r  the  railroads  came  into 
vogne,  Oswego  was  also  connect((l  -with  the  system  covering' 
•  entral  New  York.  In  ISCI  it  was  made  the  seat  of  a  State  N(U'- 
mal  School,  the  second  thus  est  a  bl  i--he(l.  and  it  has  stn-ce<Mb'd  in 
snrpassinii'  the  first  si  hool  at  Albany  in  securing  reputati(m  and 
s^fndents  ontsiib'  of  tlx^  State.     Oswego  Imd  a  pojiulation  of 
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Iwenty-oiic  tliousaiKl  ('ii;ht  liuiidrcd  and  twenty-six  at  the  last 
uatioual  census. 

A  little  off  from  t  he  ivniteof  the  l-aic  Canal,  bnt  on  t  he  (H'iuinal 
Ihu'  of  raili'oatl  connecting  Kocliostci-  and  Syracuse,  is  locainl 
the  i»i-('sent  city  of  Anbuiai.  It  beLjan  to  be  se;tle(I  about  17'.);'., 
the  Owasco  outlet  in\iiini:  ]»ioneei-s  tliei'e  on  account  of  the 
\\  alei'  i)ri\  ih'i.'es,  and  a  site  t  vro  and  a  half  nnles  from  Ow  asco 
Lake  seiMuini;  to  otTcr  the  best  ad  \  an  I  a.L;es.  The  tirsi  ]iarty  to 
arrive  was  led  by  (Nd.  doiin  I,.  1  Iardenbei'u,h,  and  the  nanu'  then 
jj,iven  to  it  was  "  Ilardenbei'^h's  ('(.rners/'  It  was  made  a  posi- 
village  in  ISOO,  and  ari-ive<!  at  the  diunity  of  beini;'  ma<le  the  seat 
of  Cayiijia  County  in  isor).  It  recei\cd  its  present  name  abiiut 
that  time,  and  in  ISII  its  iioptilatioii  numbered  (udy  tiiree  hun- 
dred, r.ut  w  lien  it  w  as  iui-orjrorated  as  a  x  illa^c  in  ISl."!  its  ])o[)U- 
latioii  h;id  ufown  to  one  thousand,  and  two  years  later  it  was 
fifteen  hundred,  l  lie  labors  (ui  the  canal,  not  far  distant,  <loiibtless 
drawing'  to  it  people  and  business.  Tiu'  railroad  connected  it 
first  with  Syracii>^e,  twenty-six  miles  eastward,  and  then  it  was 
extended  westward  to  liochester,  some  .seventy  ov  eighty  miles 
distant. 

A  theological  seminary  of  the  Presltylerian  Clnirch  was 
located  at  Anbtirn  liy  vote  t>\'  the  synod  of  New  Ynvk  in  ISIO;  it 
was  incor[»orate(l  in  ISiM),  ami  bei;an  work  with  four  [trofessors. 
It  occU])ied  a  stone  building  with  a  broatl  front  of  two  huiidre<l 
feet.  Auburn  is  aUo  known  all  over  the  State  as  having  one  of 
the  State  prisons.  It  was  established  there  iu  ISlC.  The  grouml 
it  ueeujties  is  tixc  huiulred  feel  s(iuaie,  surrounde(l  by  a  botindary 
Avail  nieasui  ing  t  \\  o  thous.ind  feet  aroniid.  thirty  fi'et  high,  and 
four  feet  thick  at  the  I)ase.  The  buildings  formeil  i  hree  sides  of  a 
square,  and  were  pi  (uided  with  live  huiulred  and  fifty  ctdls.  They 
cost  the  State  half  a  million  (hdlars.  In  Is-Jl)  ihe  po|)ulation  had 
rea(die(l  about  two  thousand;  tliere  were  se\eral  churches  and  a 
bank.  In  1S4(»  the  ]to]>ulaiion  hail  gro\\  n  to  ti\-e  thoiisaml  six 
liiunlred  ami  twenty-six;  tlicic  were  six  chundies,  two  banks, 
foni'  printing  ollices,  and  "'a  numlx'i-  of  sidemliil  hotids."  as  a 
coniemp(uary  writer  remarks.     It  grew  with  the  era  (d'  ]iros- 
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|i.  ri!v,  supciiiiduccd  Ity  raiial  and  railmads,  and  iinnibci's  imw 
ii\ir  twenty-five  thousand  people. 

A  citx'  far 'exeeed inu  in  population  any  that  has  come  nniler 
iioiit  e  aftei-  New  Voik  or  r.rooklyii,  is  KNm  liester,  and  it,  too, 
is  one  that  decidedly  owes  its  planting  to  the  c(»nd»ine(|  and 
snp<'iad<led  effects  of  the  canals  and  railroads  const  rnci  oil 
thri)Uuhout  the  center  of  the  State.  It  ]»resents  an  instance  of 
pi-rliaps  the  must  I'ajdd  urowth  of  any  city  in  New  ^'ork.  In  isif) 
there  was  not  a  house  on  the  site.  The  first  allotment  on  a  village 
plan  was  ma<le  in  IS12,  whon  Xathaiii(d  Ko<-hestei-  and  two  other 
Mien  surveyed  a  hundred-acre  tract  in  older  to  jirejjare  it  for 
settlers.  1'his  tract  ha<l  Ix-en  ,L;iven  by  I'ludps  ami  (iorman,  the 
|»nrcliasers  of  the  Massadinst'tts  chiini,  to  an  Indian,  \\'ho  S(dd  it 
lo  Koehester  and  his  associates  for  cents  per  acre,  or  ><l,7ori 
for  the  lot.  Some  of  the  land  east  of  the  ( lenesee  Kiver  in  Koehes- 
ter >\"as  S(ild  b.y  IMieljis  and  (Jorman  for  IS  cents  an  acre. 

'I'lie  War  of  iSl'J  intorfcicd  w  it  h  t  he  progress  of  the  settlemeid, 
and  at  the  end  of  ISIO  its  population  ^^•as  only  three  hundred 
and  thirty-one.  It  \\as  incorporated  as  a  village  in  ISIT,  the 
name  lieini;'  derived  from  its  founder.  Its  locat  ion  on  1  lie  ( Jenesee 
K'iver,  with  its  inimensi'  water-]io\\-er,  was  ]»romisin^,  and  Lake 
Ontario  was  only  se\'en  miles  away,  while  vessels  could  come  uj) 
tlie  river  to  within  two  miles  of  its  original  site.  The  effects  of 
the  Vaio  ranal  j)assinu  throuuh  its  very  center  soon  lie^an  to 
Sell.  IJocdiester  had,  in  ISL*'.),  a  pojnilation  nf  ele\"<'n  thousand, 
occujjyin^  about  fifleon  or  sixteen  hundred  houses;  there  wer(' 
seven  or  ei.uht  ehui-ches  and  a  bank.  The  millini;  industry  was 
already  assuming-  c<uisideralde  proportions:  seven  mills,  ha\ini; 
iwenty-f(!ur  run  of  stones,  were  iu  ojieration,  and  two  others,  with 
twelve  run,  were  buildinu.  In  ISiMI  these  had  prei)ared  for  ex- 
port loO,!^^  barrels  of  Hour,  and  the  amount  actually  <'X]ioited 
was  21)2,1)00  Itarrels.  There  was  a  cotton  factoiy  with  four  hnn- 
di-ed  sjtiudles  and  thirty  power  looms,  one  woolen  factory,  three 
furnaces  for  snudtin-.  and  (»ne  daily,  two  semi-wei-kly,  and  three 
\\'eekly  newspapers. 
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Ikorlicstcr  was  iiuhIc  a  riiy  in  ]S;!1,  ami  at  the  next  ccnsiifi  re- 
eordcil  a  pojnilal  imi  of  iwcniy  tli<iiisaiiil  two  liiiinliv-d  and  two, 
with  t  went  \ -t  wo  (diiiiclii's,  ilir.-c  l»aul:s,  ai:iir('L;atiiiu  a  capiial  dj" 
(iiic  iiiilliuii,  and  six  iii'ws|»a|i('i-s.  'idic  stajilc  jiTddiit  t  oT  the 
<  iriicscc  \'ali('\  was  u  licat,  and  the  falls,  w  itii  a  descent  of 
i'.inety-si\  feet,  uavc  all  the  jKiwef  needed  fei-  niillinu.  Tliei-e 
wei'c  HOW"  twenty  mills,  with  one  liundreil  lain  of  stones,  caiiahle 
of  tuiiiiiiL;  out  li\('  thousand  harnds  of  Hour  ])ei-  diem,  re(|nii-i!i;^- 
twenty  thousand  hushels  of  wlieat  to  make  lliem.    Tlu'ii"  were 
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twtdvc  sawmills,  one  (-(dton  and  three  wo<den  mills.  1J(m  hestor 
lias  sinee  l)e<'n  su pei'seiled  as  a  tlour  milling  center  hy  western 
cities,  but  still  in  INSI)  there  were  more  than  twenty  nulls  in 
(»j)eration. 

It  had  now  become  a  centei'  for  the  mannfacinic  id'  ready-mad(^ 
tdidhinu'.  of  whieh  if  sent  forth  nine  millions  of  dollai-s"  worth 
annually.  It  was  also  the  foui-th  hoof  and  shoe  ma  un  fact  uri  nu' 
city  in  the  T'nifed  States.  If  had  become  fannuis  for  its  nurs- 
eries, and  was  also  a  ci'^ar-makiiii;- ceiuei-.    In  IS."!)  the  llajitisls 
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(•st;iMisli(Ml  licro  the  Unhcisifv  of  I JoclK'stcr,  the  college  (lcii;ivt- 
iiiriil  and  the  theoh»,uical  deparl iiieiit  each  <)e(  ii[)_viii,L:,-  two  hiiild 
iims.  Kochester  may  also  boast  (if  (ho  Warner  Astrononrical  Ol) 
sfi'vatory,  and  the  Towers  Art  <lalleries.  In  ISSO  the  pojiulation 
had  reacdii'd  8I>, :*)<;•;;  in  ISDO  it  ^\■as  fai-  beyond  th<'  hnndretl  thou- 
sand mark,  bein.u  jibieed  at  ]3S.a27;  for  11)0(1  it  is  put  at  177,<M»(». 

It  was  inevitable  that  at  Lockport  a  eonsi(h'ralde  amonnl  of 
Itusiness  and  po]iuIalion  should  accumulaie,  and  a  eity  should 
urow  u\)  there.  It  be.uan  its  existence  in  1S21,  and  was  elected 
into  a  town  of  Niai^ara  ('ounty.  The  villa.ue  (d'  Ijxdcport  was 
incorpoT'ated  in  1821),  and  in  ISIO  tlu^re  were  live  hundred  houses, 
nine  (  hurches,  one  bajdc,  and  two  news])a]>eis,  with  a  ]»opnlation 
•  d"  live  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eleven.  Part  of  the  village 
was  built  on  the  elevation  (to  v,  hi(  h  it  was  necessary  to  lift  canal 
boats  by  the  tlve  ,i;reat  locks),  whi(di  was  ei.uhty  feet  abo^■e  the 
]ev<d  of  its  lowei'  part.  It  ha<l  attained  a  population  of  sixteen 
thousand  in  1S90. 

].ast,  but  not  least,  we  eonie  to  lUiffalo,  the  fui'thest  outpost 
of  the  State  toward  the  w(^st,  and  the  larp,est  city  owini;  its  ]»ros- 
perity  to  the  modern  transpoi-tation  methods,  to  the  effects  of 
winch  it  was  snbji'cted  in  its  infancy.  liave  seen  something- 

of  it  as  it  was  in  1708,  and  ha\e  also  niouriu'd  its  fate  Avlien  it 
was  burned  by  tlu^  IJritish  during  tlu'  War  of  1812.  Tt  was  laid 
out  as  a  village  in  1801.  on  a  Iduft  fifty  feet  above  the  surface  of 
Lake  Erie.  In  1800  thero  ^^■ere  sixteen  dwellinu  houses:  einiit 
on  'Slnin  Str<H't,  three  (»n  the  Terrace,  three  on  Seneca  Str(MM,  ami 
two  on  Cayuga  Street.  It  had  two  stores,  one  a  "contractor's 
store  (»n  the  corner  of  ^lain  and  Seneca  streets,  and  a  drugstore 
on  Crow  Street,  at  a  private  house.  There  was  a  blacksmith 
shojt  on  Seneca  Srj-eet  kept  by  an  Indian,  and  amdlier  one  on 
Main  Street.  A  ^fr.  Crow  ran  a  tavern  on  tlu-  site  of  the  late 
-Mansion  Ibuise,  while  dud^e  Parlcer  had  a  tavern  on  the  site  of 
the  later  market.  The  fii-st  mails  -were  bi-ouuht  in  (ui  horseback, 
and  the  postman  could  carry  tie-  centents  of  the  bau  in  his  two 
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IkiikIs.  lliilTald  \v;ts  made  a  military  i>()st  in  1S12,  and  was  com- 
pletely (lestinyed  by  tire  in  ISIV,  l)y  the  I'>i  itisli. 

I>y  1S17  it  was  rebuilt  and  counied  one  Iinndred  Inmses.  It 
received  I•e^ular  incni  porat  i(»n  as  a  village  in  1S21.',  and  in  \S'2'.) 
tliei'e  wei'e  !  Iiree  linndi'ed  biiil'lin;;s.  I'lie  elTects  of  the  canal  iKiw 
became  ai»iiarent:  in  IsiiU  I  here  were  t'dur  linn<lre<l  houses  and  a 
population  of  two  tliousand.  linllalo  was  chartered  as  a  city  in 
ls;'>2,  and  at  the  next  census  (here  w\'re  two  thonsand  houses,  a 
poi)ulation  (d'eiuhfeen  thousand  and  forty-one,  thirteen  churches, 
three  banks,  live  wecd;ly  and  two  daily  nt'wspapers.  The  rail- 
road now  came  to  aid  the  canal  and  to  hni  ry  on  to  ra])id  ad\  anccM 
the  prosjjerity  and  ^row  ih  pronused  by  its  natural  a<I vanta.m's. 
It  steadily  drew  trade  from  the  ,i;reaf  Western  States  and  from 
Canada  in  cattle  and  in  Hour.   Thirty  huge  elevators  were  estab- 


TliK  NKW  YOKK  CRYSTAL  I'At.ACK,  WUF.RE  TlIK  KU:ST  \V<.>r.I.I)'S  f  AIli  IN  AMKHICA 
W  AS  IIRI.n,  IN'  1853.  IT  STOOD  IX  BUVAXT  I'AHK,  AN1>  WAS  SUBSEqCtXTLY  M  slilOYKK 
BY  KIUK. 


lished  here,  and  (de\'en  mills,  with  a  cai)acity  of  830, 000  bushels 
per  diem.  The  shipbuihlinu  industry  also  attained  lari;e  propor- 
tions. 

The  second  national  census  after  its  incorporation  as  a  city 
(in  1830)  showed  a  population  of  I'J.TOl;  in  ISOO  it  was  81.lL'I»; 
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t:i  1>T'>,  117,711;  in  18S0,  l.l.l.loi.  Hut  the  greatest  ino^n'ss 
llulValo  liii^  made  lias  bcon  within  ilir  last  twrni y  years,  si»  tlial 
ill  !>'.•<•  iIh'  cciisiis  showci)  an  advance  of  over  one  liundred  tlmn 
»,iiid  in  iMijndat  ion,  t  lie  tiL;nre  heiiiL^  2r)r),(;(;  1 ;  an<l  t  liere  is  no  dould 
;|i;it  IIHIO  \\ill  show  a  poindation  of  o\cr  four  hnndre<l  thousand, 
l  iiiis  IIulTah)  ^^■ill  have  readied  a  iiiauiiil  inh'  in  al)ont  seventy 
vi-ais  of  eityliood,  \\lii(  h  if  requiicd  Xew  York  to  attain  fi'oni 
Hisi;  to  about  lS4o.  Hut  it  made  its  way  uudei-  all  tlie  advau- 
laircs  of  the  modern  a.^c.  and  stands  as  tlio  sul)liniesi  illustration 
of  tlic  ]»]antinu  of  <ities  in  the  State  through  that  happy  enl<'r- 
prise  \^■hieh  L^ave  it  eanals  and  railroads. 


CHAUNCEY  AKMS. 


ClIAlTElt  XIX. 


PASSTXd   THE    MIDDI.i:   OF   TIIK  CKNTUUY. 

T  the  middle  nf  the  third  cciitni-y  of  our  Stalo's  histoi-y, 
sIk'  liad  atlaiiicd  a  ]>( ipiila t ion  of  iiioi'o  than  three  mil- 
lions of  souN.  ()nl_v  I  lii-(-e  St  ates  of  t  he  Tnion  exceed 
tliat  population  at  the  eh)se  (»f  the  century,  besides 
New  York  lierself,  whose  iidiabitants  now  count  more  than 
double  th(^  figure  of  IS.")!).  She  liad  added  to  superior,  even  un- 
surpassed, natui-al  advantages,  which  had  made  primitive  hiuh- 
Avays  of  lucrati\('  ti-ade  and  commerce  to  ])ass  tlii'ou^liout  her 
lenntli  and  breadth,  even  in  tho  days  of  savage  rule  and  of  jdoneei- 
trade-posts — sIh'  liad  added  to  these  artificial  waterways,  which 
comi»elled  the  commerce  of  the  ureat  ^^'(^stern  teia'itories,  fast 
Ui-o\\  in^-  into  States,  to  ])ass  the  .nates  of  her  old  eities,  and  re;ir 
u]>  other  aiid  larL;,('r  cities  in  its  wake. 

With  the  ad\ance  of  the  a^e  of  steam  she  had  first  seen  its 
marvels  disjdayed  in  pushinu'  tlie  slui;-i;ish  boat  against  wind  and 
tide,  making, of  t  his  uncertain  transportation  de]>emlent  u]ion  tr,e 
fitftil  airs  of  heaven,  a  swifter  and  more  r(diald(^  carrier  of  ^oods 
and  i>ersons  than  the  lumberini;-  ami  joltinn'  sta^e.  .\nd  wh''n 
men  had  discoyei-ed  a  way  to  make  steam  jtower  an  ally  (d'  com- 
nierce  on  the  solid  ground,  sendini;  the  coat  li  o;i  iron  \\  he(ds  and 
on  an  iron  tra<  k  at  a  speed  far  exceeding  that  of  the  steamboat. 
New  York's  topoi;ra[)lii<al  featui-es  invited  the  apfdication  of 
this  new  device,  and  in  the  tii-st  year  (»f  the  second  half  of  the 
century,  the  ICrie  Railway  had  shown  th.e  world  what  could  lie 
done  in  railroa<l  construction  on  a  larg^^  scah\  and  lun\-  all  in;- 
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laiit  it  was  in  a  broadly  extended  country,  to  connoet  distant 
|t.tinis  by  tliis  means,  so  as  to  facilitate  eoniniunication,  and  lnild 
well  in  lianil  tlio  otlierwise  distended  j)arts. 

The  e.xanipliMtf  this  first  enteri»rise  wronnht  for  i^ood  tlii-en^li- 
;i  II  of  our  ureal  Kejuddic,  soiliai  d  isl  ;inc<,'s  wil  liiu  it  s  borders 
,siici';issinii'  the  nfniost  stretch  fi'oiii  one  end  of  Xew  Voi-k  to  the 
iiilier,  by  tenfold,  ha\e  also  thus  been  brought  to^eilier  within 
more  con  vein  en  t  and  ([uick  touch  of  each  ot  hei',  than  t  he  o]i])osit  e 
fiids  of  Lonv;  Island,  or  tlian  was  ])ossible  bet^\•een  New  York  and 
Albany-,  before  ISOT.  And  it  must  be  uiKhastood  that  \\\>nu  this 
triuni]di  of  human  inuenuity  in  the  api)lication  of  steam  1ms 
de|)ei)ded  the  very  })ossibilily  of  the  existence  of  our  K<'[>ublic. 
As  I'rof.  l'"'islce  well  obsei  ves:  "  The  develojtmeids  of  nKudnuery, 
which  have  \\()rked  su(  h  wondt-rs,  have  i^reatly  altere<l  the  polit- 
ical conditions  of  human  society,  so  that  a  hu.^e  republit-  like  the 
I'liited  States  is  now  as  snuu  and  compact  ami  easily  manai:<'able 
as  the  tiny  republic  of  Switzerland  in  the  eighteenth  century." 

In  New  "^'ork  itself  The  example  of  the  Erie  Kailroad  was  fol- 
lowed and  im])roved  ujn m.  until  in  t hese  days  we  are  actually  d ull 
to  the  ndra(d(>s  that  are  daily  hai>peiHn^  in  (uir  service.  Suppose 
a  man,  dazed  by  the  return  of  the  "f'lernmnt  "  on  that  l'"'riday 
afternoon,  in  August.  IsoT.  w  ho  was  tryinp;  to  adjust  his  mind  to 
the  marvel  of  her  achievement,  leaving;-  New  ^'ork  for  Albany  on 
Monday  afternoon,  and  returiunu  on  Friday — sui)])ose  lie  had 
been  t(dd  that  ninety  years  lat(M'  peojde  ^\•ould  step  on  a  rail- 
road train,  and  heai'  the  oflicials  runiiiii*;  through  it  annoumdni^ 
to  the  passen,uers  tliat  "  the  next  sto])  would  be  Albany,"  as  if  it 
were  no  fui-ther  than  llarlem  or  Yonkers;  and  that  by  this  same 
train,  leavini;-  New  York  after  an  eiplit  o'(do(  k  breakfast,  a  man 
foidd  be  in  r.ulTalo  for  an  evening  dinn(M-,  o--  an  early  dayliuhi 
>^npper  of  the  olden  time — an<l  what  im]n-ession  wouhl  such  a 
I'rediction  liave  made  ujion  that  individual  of  ISOT?  He  could 
'lot  have  Ixdieved  it,  ami  if  we  wf)uld  ajipreciate  the  real  wonder 
"f  it,  \\  e  unist  trans]>ort  ourseh-es  to  his  t  inu^  ami  his  ideas. 

At  the  niiddh^  of  this  c(MitU!'y  of  jti'o^r(\ss  and  of  <'mpiT'(^  for 
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our  Stato,  avc  can  fac*'  the  jiast,  and  sec  this  advance  f'rnii!  ]iriiii. 
itive  times  and  feelde  nuMhods,  to  the  be;;innin,L;'  of  a  n<'U  ;i-c, 
utilizijij;  the  su-andjoat,  tiie  railway,  and  the  t(dei;Ta And 
stand  in,u'  at  t  hat  same  line,  di\idiiiu  t  he  I  wo  halves  of  the  cent  m  v 
now  so  nearly  complete,  wc  can  face  foi-xvard  to  th<'  amazini;'  pros- 
perity and  greatness  of  the  State  and  of  the  Tnion.  r.iit  befoii- 
we  see  tlie  li^lit  and  .uloi'v  of  these  later  days,  a  hlaidc  (dond  of 
hatred,  and  injur\',  an<l  d(  S(dation,  and  war,  is  seen  to  rise  wvy 
near  us;  and  it  was  only  aftei-  this  cloud  liad  lifted  that  the  sun- 
shine of  a  jj;reater  proi;rcss  and  pi'osperity  than  ev<M'.  fructiti('(l 
into  niarv(dous  resnlts  the  artificial  means  which  the  inuennily 
of  man  had  ])re])ared  to  aid  and  coax  natni-e  to  (h)  hei-  best  for 
the  State  and  for  the  counti-y.  Through  this  cloud  our  narrati\'e 
must  necessarily  lead  us,  and  ^^'e  shall  hear  the  rumblings  of  the 

storm  on  the  very  first  stap,es  of  our 
journey;  for  in  1853  "the  irrepressible 
conflict  "  was  already  upon  us. 

On  January  1, 1853,IJoratio  Seymour, a 
name  later  to  be  known  thi'oui;hout  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  was  in- 
augurated governor  of  New  York.  Ivx- 
actl}-  ten  years  later  he  was  again  thus 
inaugurated,  (lovernor  Seymour  was 
born  at  Pompey  Hill,  in  Pompey  Town- 
ship, Onondaga  County,  on  ^lay  31,  1810.  These  names  call  oni 
atttuition  to  a  curious  accumulation  of  (dassical  a])i)(dlat ions 
which  in  that  county  have  been  em])loyed  to  designate  townships. 
Not  content  with  Inning  (dties  in  the  moi-e  or  less  near  vicinity 
called  by  ancient  geogiaphical  names — I'tica,  Syracuse.  Pome. 
Ithaca,  and  so  on — the  Omnnlaga  [leople  seized  on  tdassical  per- 
sonages, to  give  them  a  sul)sequeut  innnorta  1  ity,  after  histoi'y's 
page  had  got  lhrou;nh  with  them,  ujxui  the  ma])  of  the  State. 
Hence,  besides  Pompey  township,  we  read  as  its  n<^ir  neighbors. 
Cicero,  and  Lysander.  and  Manlius,  and  Marcidius.  and  Fabius, 
and  (again  T'icero  under  his  other  name)  Tally. 
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I'.ur  tlic  li'ovcnioi'  (lid  iiof  hail  frum  I'onipcA-  w  lien  his  iianif 
i.rcaiiK'  famous  throughout  the  State  aiul  iiatiou.  In  InIIJ  thr 
f.iiiiily  removed  to  Utica.  He  attended  one  (ir  two  ara(h'mi<'S 
iii-;ir  Iiome,  studied  ;it  Ihdtart  ("olle^e  in  <iene\a  for  two  yeai's. 
,iiid  ^radualed  from  a  military  aeadeniy  in  ^Middh'town,  Conn., 
jfier  \\hi(di  he  studied  law  at  Utica,  and  was  admilled  to  ih<' 
lt;ii'  there  in  1S82.  He  <lid  not  enti-i'  u])on  the  ])i'acfiee  of  llie 
profession,  ho\\  ever,  as  about  t  iiat  same  time  it  beeame  ueeessary 
tui-  him  t(j  i;ive  his  whole  attention  to  the  large  estate  that  fell 
iu  his  poi'tion  on  his  father's  death. 

His  i>ublic  life  b<\uan  with  the  aitpointment  of  him  by  riovern(^r 
.Mai-cy.  at  the  uri;ent  instaru-t-  of  I'lcsidt'iit  \'an  r>uren,  as  hi^' 
military  stHrtdai-y.  In  1811  Seymoui-  was  (dected  lo  the  Assem- 
bly, and  in  18J13  he  '\\'as  chosen  mayor  of  Utica,  w  hich  was  now 
l<'n  years  old  as  a  city,  and  had  a  population  of  nearly  fourteen 
thousand.  Hi  1843,  beiiii;-  ouc«^  more  a  candidate  for  the  mayor- 
alty, he  was  beaten  by  sixteen  votes.  He  was  auain  Sfiit  to  the 
Legislature,  and  was  speaker  of  the  Assembly  during  the  session 
of  ISI.").  In  ]8r)0  he  was  nominated  for  governor  by  the  Dem- 
ocratic party,  but  was  defi^ated  by  ^^'ashingto^  Hunt  by  only  292 
vot<'s  in  a  total  of  12!»,0(¥)  polled. 

The  tables  were  tui-ned  two  years  later,  when  Seymour  was 
again  pitte<l  against  Hunt,  but  won  the  race  this  time,  and  thai 
w  ith  the  o^■erw  helming  maj(U'it\-  of  22,!)0ri  votes,  in  1S54  .Mr. 
Seymour  was  nominated  a  third  time,  'iliere  A\('re  now  four 
tickets  in  the  held,  and  he  was  defeate(l  by  (JoveriKU'  (lark,  but 
again  by  the  exceedingly  narrow  majorit\-  of  :'.<»!)  out  of  1()!),1?)1 
votes  cast.  The  eause  of  this  defeat,  as  \\(dl  as  the  later  return 
of  Mr.  Seymour  to  the  governorship,  and  his  subse<iuent  career, 
w  ill  occu})y  us  on  anothei'  page. 

It  was  during  (lovernor  S<'ymour"s  incumbency  that  iho  list 
of  the  counties  of  New  Yoilv  was  tiualiy  completed  (excerpting 
N'.issau  in  18!»8)  by  the  formation  and  organization  of  Sdiuy- 
ler  roniity  in  1851.  Thus  \\'as  juit  the  ca]>stone  ti>  the  work 
begun  in  ll)S:>.  or  about  one  hundred  and  seventy  years  before. 
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It  seems  stniu^e  now  to  tliiiilc  that  tlic  ScIhin i<'r  County  of  Is.")  I 
was  a  part  of  IIk-  .VIbau.v  County  of  H'>s:',,  or  of  the  'I'l-yon  <'ouiii  \ 
of  1771,  and  the  iMont^oniery  County  of  ITSI,  allhouuh  cxcii  ihcn 
we  are  ,m'ttini;-  chtser  to  it.  In  17s*.)  it  was  a  ]iait  of 
Ontario  County,  w  iiich  was  p,ettinii  vcvy  rloso  to  it.  inih-cd;  Inii 
in  171*1  Herkimer  (bounty  took  it  away  fi-om  <)ntari(»,  until  Omu!- 
daga  included  it  in  J7!)l.  Then,  ai;aiu,  Onondaga  yielded  it  u]> 
to  Cayui;a  County  in  17;)1>,  until  Cayui^a  ii:i^\v  this  part  of  heiself 
to  form  Seiieea  in  1804,  and  'romjikins  in  ISL'2.  From  Ilerkiuie]- 
County  had,  in  the  uu'antime,  also  l)een  formed  Tio^a  in  ]7!il. 
whieh  yi(dded  Chemung  in  lS;!(i.  Tliei-eupon.  Tomjikins  and 
Chemung,  witli  Steuben,  to,uethei'  suireiidered  eacdi  a  pai't,  to 
form  Sehuyler  in  1854;  w  hose  lieuealo^i(■al  tree  stands  thus  com- 
pleted as  the  youngest  offspring  of  the  county  system  estahlishe(l 
iu  1(jS3.  Its  name  was  a  vi-ry  b(date<l  honor  to  one  of  the  best 
men  that  New  York  State  has  e\cr  known  or  produced.  Kivers. 
ami  lakes,  and  generals,  and  ]»residents,  and  go\'ernors,  had  had 
their  names  thus  per[»etiuited  on  the  niai»  of  New  York.  It  was 
strange  that  not  till  the  very  last  (sppoi'tunity  for  attac  hing  his 
name  was  it  seized  to  commemorate  so  great  and  g(jod  a  man  as 
(ieneral  I'hilip  Schuyler. 

(lovernor  Seymour,  fi-om  his  first  entrance  into  the  ]><'gislatnre, 
made  for  himsidf  a  rejjutation  as  the  ad\'ocate  and  i)romotei-  of 
the  canal  system  of  the  State.  At  the  session  of  1S!4  he  was 
made  chairman  of  a  committee  (ui  canals,  and  his  report  has  an 
eloqtient  and  foi'ceful  a|ipeal  to  couii»lete  canals  then  under  con- 
struction, or  as  yet  in  t he  initial  stages  of  project  and  contempla- 
tion. He  also  strongly  aruue(l  the  ex[)edienry  of  enlarging  the 
Erie  Canal.  In  spite  of  the  ob\ious  ad\antages  of  that  great 
engineering  feat,  whi(  h  far-sighted  men  had  been  abb'  easily  to 
foresee,  and  which  the  slowesi^  a]>iu'eliension  could  now  appre- 
ciate by  actual  observatiiui—  there  was  as  yet  found  plenty  of 
strenuous  opposition  To  make  this  canal  still  niiu-e  productive  of 
wealth  to  the  Slate,  by  enlarging  its  own  capaidty  an<I  by  a 
judicious  system  of  lati-ral  canals. 


THL  i;.\iri::i;  .ST.vii;  i.\    ruKKr.  cuntlkiks.  17;j 

( iovmior  Scviiiiiiir,  loii^  hcfoi-i'  liis  iiirmiiljciM  y  (if  t  lic  chair. 
Iiail  tliiowii  liiiiiscir  uallaiiily  iiiiD  llir  lialllc  Uiv  tin-  ranals.  1I<- 
wrote  arti(  I'-s  in  tlic  nc\\s[)a  pcrs  aluiiit  llicin.  ainl  rlia  m  itioijci  | 
(lit-  cause  in  [inhlic  s|ii'cclics,  williin  anil  \\illi<nit  tin-  hall  of  Ihi- 
l,f:4ishi  t  nic.  'I'liat  toMs  wci-i-  tiiially  al»olishc<l  was  hirucly  iliie  to 
him.  Xi'\t'ia  hch-ss,  credit  for  lliis  wdik  nmsi  lie  d  isl  i-i  bii  i  ed  and 
vhare(l  also  anioHL:  th'-  men  froni  New  \  ork  and  Jliiffah).  w  lio  in 
ilie  Le^ishiture  noldy  sei'omh'd  oj-  ad\ocated  similar  ideas,  and 
made  il  ])o.ssible  to  reali/.e  the  ;j,(jod  result.    It  is  said,  too,  on  tlie 
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other  liand.  that  tlie  al)o]ishment  of  the  tolls  was  not  S(»  much 
<io\-ernor  Seymour's  doin,:;  as  it  was  effected  I»y  Xe\v  ^'(U-k  and 
r>uffalo  (devaior  interests.  In  his  tirsi  niessa.Lje  as  uo\'ernor,  in 
l^o^',  lie  also  urL;<'d  the  canal  question  stroni:ly  upon  the  Legis- 
lature. 'I'here  was  an  additional  arL;ument  for  eneriiclic  meas- 
ures for  the  improvement  of  the  Mrie.  ami  the  comjijeiion  of  other 
fiinals,  because  of  the  railroad  .systems  that  had  s]»ruiiL;  into  ex- 
istence.  These  were  not  lool^ecl  upon  as  ri\als,  at  lirst,  hut  rather 
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as  calculatrd  to  diaw  an  iiurcasiii^  iradc  towaiMl  tlic  Stale,  fdi- 
wliicli  the  I'i'ic  ( 'anal  sliovild  1m' made  rcadx'  hy  cnlai'i^chicii t . 

(lovcrnor  Scvnidur  liad  kept  Iiiiiis(df  aloof  Ti-oni  the  I'acli.in 
fiL^lils  in  his  [larty,  and  his  adiiiinist  ra I  ion  was  \n-\t\  rice  from  dis 
turbanccs  i^rowiii^i;'  out  (d' t  Ik-sc  disorL;;i  nizini;  con  I  m  t  ions,  sii  i  i 
hrini;'  abonf  (lie  fall  of  parties,  as  well  as  of  the  "  house  tlmi  is 
divided  ai;ainst  itself."  I5iit  still  his  popularity,  evim-ed  almost 
as  nin(  h  by  his  (k-fcal  in  ISoO  as  by  his  eloftion  in  ISoli,  suffered 
c<»inj»arat  ivc  shi])wrc(  k  a.uain  in  The  rock  whirh  hisadiuin- 

istration  struck  in  its  otliorwiso  smooth  sailing  was  the  tcmjier- 
ance  (juestion. 

It  has  usually  been  considered  that  the  temperam-e  nn>\('m<'nt, 
wliich  swej)t  over  the  country  in  the  later  years  of  the  century. 
ori<;inated  in  1S}(),  \\  lien  the  "  \\'ashini;ton  Temix'rance  Society  " 
was  organized  by  six  humble  citizens  at  I5altimore,  Md.  Itut 
aniuug'  niauy  other  good,  bad,  or  indifferent  things,  tlie  begin- 
nings of  which  are  identified  with  the  State  of  New  York,  we  may 
count  this  of  the  crusaih-  against  tlie  excessive  use  of  intoxicat  ing 
drinks.  In  tlie  year  ISOS,  a  man  by  the  name  of  lUlIy  ("larke, 
living  in  Saratoga  County,  jx'rsuailed  a  number  of  his  neigldjiu's 
to  consent  to  some  moderation  in  their  f(dlowing  of  the  prevalent 
drinking  cust(»ms  of  the  day.  It  u  as  soon  seen  that  sue  li  a  ])olii  y 
would  be  much  aided  by  tlie  forming  of  an  association,  and  the 
one  thus  oi'ganized  was  called  "  The  Temperate  Society  of  .Moreau 
and  Noi-thumberland."  These  were  two  townships  of  Saratoga 
County,  sliowing  tliat  the  movement  had  already  s})read  in  a 
small  degree. 

The  society  was  naturally  based  on  some  deidaration  of  jtrin- 
ciples,  or  an  aureement  upon  a  certain  course  of  action  in  the 
premises,  and  this  may  l)e  looke(l  u])on  as  tln'  precursor  of  the 
later"  pledge,"  as  th<'  society  itscdf  of  all  sul>se(iuent  oi'ganized 
effort  in  the  tempei-ance  cause.  The  agreement,  or  icgulat  ions, 
road  as  f(dlows-  "  No  member  shall  be  intoxicated  under  penalty 
of  fifty  cents.  Xo  member  shall  drink  i-um,  gin.  whiskcv,  \\iiie, 
or  any  distilled  spirits,  or  comiiositions  of  the  same,  or  any  of 
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ilit'lii,  <'xr(']»t  by  the  ailvicc  of  a  pliysiciaii,  or  in  case  of  actual 
iliscasc  (also  e.\i-('iitiii_^  wiiif  at  jmhiir  ili?iiicrs  ),  iiikIci-  penalty  of 
t  w  <'nty-tiv('  frnts;  jn-ovidtMl  that  this  aiticlc  shall  not  infiingc 
nu  any  rcliuious  ((I'lliiiaiuc.  Xo  nicnihcr  shall  olToi'  any  of  said 
liijnors  tn  any  (itlifi"  nienilH'i-,  or  nvi^v  any  oihi-r  jicrson  to  drink 
{h.'ri'of  under  penalty  of  r\\enly-fi vc  rents  for  each  olTense.'" 

This  was  dra\\in,iL;'  it  rather  mild  on  teni]K'T'ance,  and  a  hmg- 
w  ay  I'oniovcd  fi-om  total  ah^t  inenei-.  r>nt  ii  was  also  a  ^i-eat 
stride  in  advance,  and  sutticiently  radical  for  the  day  in  whicli 
these  rej^ulations  were  adopted.  It  was  <'nou!4h  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  earnest  men  to  a  ^reat  and  cryini^  evil,  and  to  the  nei'cssity 
of  sayinu'  somethini;-  and  <loing  suniethini;-  against  it.  Among 
those  who  became  j)romineni  in  the  advocacy  n{'  temperance  was 
Lyman  IJeecher,  the  father  of  Ileuiy  Ward  P.eecher.  In  1S13  was 
formed  the  ''Massachusetts  Society  for  the  Snppressi(Ui  of  In- 
temperance," and  in  ISL't!  the  American  1'ein[)erance  I'nion  was 
organized.  It  is  stated  by  temperance  advocates  that  in  ls2."^ 
"  the  custom,  hitherto  so  general,  of  treating  visitors  with  wine, 
cordials,  and  brandy,  began  to  disappear."  T.y  the  end  of  1S2S 
there  were  two  hundred  and  twenty-tive  temjierance  socicdies  in 
the  Union,  whi(  h  a  year  later  had  grown  to  ov(M'  a  thotisand. 

Still,  however,  tem]»eran<  e  was  not  yet  total  abstinence;  it 
discouraged  or  forbade  the  use  of  distilled  li(pn)rs  mainly,  and 
not  of  all  fermented  driidcs,  so  that  beei-.  ami  cider,  and  wine 
were  still  uncoN'ered  by  the  j)ledge.  If  was  this  more  thorough 
or  radical  step  which  may  be  traced  to  the  movement  started 
in  1810.  l>altimore  \\as  stirred  to  its  de)>tlis  by  the  work  of  the 
si.\  original  meml)ers  of  the  Washington  Society,  and  the  news 
of  it  was  so(Ui  spread  abi-oad.  An  invitation  to  extend  the  work 
to  other  cities  came  tirst  of  all  from  New  York',  ■■vhere  fnc  of  these 
men  hehl  oxiterience  meetinus  twice  every  day  for  <ine  weidv.  It 
was  '"the  first  ^\'ashillgtol^an  missionary  teni]>erance  meeting 
ever  kno\\ii  in  the  Tniteil  States."  At  each  of  the  nie('tings  hun- 
dre(ls  came  forward  to  sign  the  pledge.  Soon  no  building  was 
laruc  enougli  to  h(dd  the  crowds  that  came  to  hear  {hes(^  men 
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six'uk,  ami  iiKtustrr  incctin^s  were  licl<l  iu  the  City  Hall  Park. 
Two  of  the  men,  rollard  aiitl  W'l  i,L;lil,  ti-avel''il  and  icct  mcl 
throiii;h  central  New  ^'ork,  aii'l  made  convcias  l)_v  the  liionsaml 
II  was  not  loni;  In-forc  the  tcni pcranic  niovciiicnt  was  sciznl 
upon  by  the  i»oliticians.  as  anti-Masonry  had  scrxcd  their  itur|iosi- 
in  1S2(>  ami  alter.  .Maine  had  passed  its  first  rroliihiiion  law  in 
IS.")!;  and  the  ]»eo|)lc  of  New  York  \\'ei-e  nnuh  ini|tressed  by  tie' 
exanij>h'.  Advocates  of  teni[»eranc<'  had  been  alreaily  tdected  lu 
the  Le<^islature  on  that  issue  pnrtdx',  or  the  tide  \\as  turned  in 
their  favor  becanse  they  were  known  to  be  sncdi,  while  o|)ponents 
might  hed^c  on  the  subject,  «»r  were  antagonistic.  Attemiits 


in  his  message  at  the  be^innin.u  of  t  liis  session  lie  had  warned  t  hat 
body  not  to  a(h)pt  measures  "in  conllict  with  \\'ell-sel  t  led  ])rin- 
<-i])les  of  leuislation,  or  witli  the  rights  of  citizens."  The  act  now 
before  him  seemed  to  him  to  be  of  t his  nature,  and  t  herefoi-e  lo  be 
"unconstitutional,  unjust,  and  o]ipressi\e."  He  accoi-din^ly 
vetoed  it,  and  recei^'ed  in  conse<pu'!ice  a  terrible  bei'atin^  fr(uu 
iuilj)it  and  from  press.  It  was  the  year  of  gubernatorial  elec- 
tion, and  a  more  condii:!!  punishmi'iit  was  at  liamh  The  l)eni- 
ocrats  i-enoiinnate<l  Seymour,  the  W'hi^s  nominat<'d  "'.lyi'on  II. 
Chirk,  who  was  also  indorsed  by  the  I'l-ec-soil  oi'  ant i-S!a\ery 
Denioorais,  and  the  selection  was  determine<l  by  .the  not  ill- 


were  ma(h'  to  .u<'t  the  Legislature  to 
euact  a  law  in  imitation  of  .Maine's 
lieroic  remetly  f(U"  the  drinl:inu  evil,  but 
no  deiinitt'  stejts  were  reached  until  the 
session  of  IS.jI.  A  eonimittee  was  ap- 
jiointed  in  the  Senate  to  draft  a  "  15111  for 
the  Su[iiU'ession  of  Intemi)eranc«',"  and 
the  act  thus  rej^ortetl  passed  the  Senate 
and  .Assembly,  and  was  submitli^l  for 
siij;nature  to  (lovi-rnor  Seymour. 


COMMODOKK  PKRRY. 


Ik'  ha<l  wat(died  the  agitation  on  the 
subject  ere  this,  both  amoni;  the  peojde 
of  the  State  and  in  the  Lei;islatnre,  and 
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f.iiiinlt'<i  lioiH'  tliilt  the  t('iii|»('ian(<'  iiioNciiiciit  would  rnrnisli 
Niilcrs  ciiouiih  to  coinitcract  ilic  lack  of  votes  iliat  Wliit's  and 
I'l cf-soilci'S  \\'<'i-o  ot  lici'w  isc  likely  to  ;.;('t.  ("lai  k  w  as  a  f^talo  Scii- 
iilor  and  had  been  flic  chairman  ol'  the  coiMmitt<'c  to  draw  n)» 
ihc  Prohibition  law.  lie  was  elected  ^(i\crnor,  bar  it  was  by  a 
very  slender  majority  of  301)  A(it(is.  Claik  receivini;  1 ."")(;, so  1.  and 
Seymour  l-jtl,-!'.).". 

.Myron  llolley  Clark,  who  Ix^canie  uovernor  on  .Tanuaiw  1,  IS.")."), 
nnder  these  interesting  circunistam-es,  was  born  in  the  townshi[) 
of  Xaides.  Ontario  County  (with  Italy  and  Jerusah-m  townsliij)s 
close  neighbors)  on  October  2'.'.  1 SOC.  1 1  is  ed ucal  ion  was  dei  ived 
from  the  district  school  only,  bnr  natural  abilities  soon  won  him 
the  confidence  of  his  fellow-t ownsnnai,  and  he  was  electeil  to 
various  local  (dtices.  In  1S3T  he  was  made  sherilT  (d"  the  county. 
He  occupied  this  (dlice  for  two  yeai's,  taking'  up  his  i-esideiu-e  at 
( 'anan<laiuua,  the  c()nnty-seat  of  ( )ntario.  In  1S.~)0  he  was  elected 
jtresident  of  tin-  village;  aiu1  iii  1  s.~2  the  sulTi-a^es  of  his  county 
and  nei^hborinu'  parts  of  the  district  made  1dm  a  State  Senator. 
His  ])roniinence  in  the  aih'ocacy  of  lemjM  i-ance  here  lo  his 
appointment  as  (diairnian  of  the  committee  to  draft  tlie  I'rohib- 
itniy  law,  ami  his  lack  nf  edncation,  or  at  least  of  le^al  knowl- 
edge, probably  le<l  to  the  incorporation  of  the  features  which 
made  it  impossible  for  (lovernor  Seymoni-  to  si^ii  it. 

'i'he  combinati(Ui  of  ^^'hiL;s  and  I'ree-soil  Democrats  which 
nominated  him.  I'eally  con.st  i t uted  th*.'  Kei)ublican  jiarty.  which 
had  receiviMl  iw  ado}>ted  this  name  at  a  convention  Indd  at  Jaidc- 
son,  Mi(  h..  on  July  (i.  IS.".!.  Hence  it  may  be  said  that  (loveiamr 
Clark  \\as  the  tirst  Kepublican  ^o\<'i-n(»r  of  New  York.  Yet  it 
was  (he  temperance  issue  that  ,L^a\e  him  the  small  excess  of  \otes 
over  the  l)enn)cratic  nouunee.  Tt  was  to  be  exiK'cted,  therefor(\ 
that  at  the  first  sessien  of  the  [legislature  under  the  new  i^ov- 
•  ■riior,  the  Pridnbitory  law  ^\■ould  come  up  a^ain,  be  passed,  .and 
become  a  law  by  his  siLiuature.  H  reniaine([  in  force  jnst  one 
year,  when  it  was  repeah^l  on  the  !.;ronnd  \\  hi(  h  (  W)vernor  Sey- 
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moiir  had  brouj^lit  forward,  1  it  was  inicoiisfitutioiial  in  a 
grt'at  miniber  of  its  provisions. 

Iji  185(5,  tliereforo.  tlio  Kt']nil)lican  i»any  i»assc(l  Mr.  Clailv 
and  aiiotiicr  candidate  iioiiiinatcd  iliciu  ^aiin-d  i  he  oi  y  uu 
issues  apart  fi-om  lemiM-rance.  ( io\ criior  ( 'lark  rei  ired  I  roiii  ituhlic 
life  for  a  time,  accept  inu  !  lie  jxist  of  United  St.i  les  ('ollector  of 
Internal  IJevenue  in  ISdl*.  (Mice  iiioi-e  in  IsTl  he  was  induced  in 
become  a  candidate  for  uoNeriioi- on  a  I'lniiibition  Th  lvet  imrely, 
with  tlie  nsual  resnlt.  lie  continneil  to  reside  in  ( "aiiandai,uiia, 
attaining  the  i^ood  old  ai^ie  of  neai'ly  ei^llty-six  years,  dyini:  on 
Ani^ust  I'o,  1S!)2,  or  wit  hin  two  months  of  accom])Iishin,u:,  that  loiiij, 
term  of  life. 

^Most  of  th('  i;-o\"ernors  iji  that  list  \vhich  is  now  ,urowin;u-  (piiie 
h'nij,thy,  have  been  seen  to  hail  from  the  interior  or  western 
counties.  It  is  with  some  interest,  therefore,  that  we  notice  one  as 
cominij,-  from  a  county  not  hithei-to  re]»i-esenled  n]Min  this  roll  of 
honor,  and  in  quite  aimi  liei-  section  of  the  State.  ( loveiaior  .John 
Alsoj)  Kin_u's  home  was  at  .lamaica.  in  (jiieens  ('onnty.  on  Loni; 
Island.  He  uas  born  in  New  ^'ork  ('iiy,  .January  17SS,  the 
ehlest  son  of  kufus  Kinu,  who,  with  <Jeneral  T'hili})  Schuyler, 
were  the  lirst  to  repi-esent  New  York  in  the  Tniteil  States  Senate. 

Senatoi-  Kinu,  a  native  of  ^Massachusetts.  ]ia<l  settled  in  N<'W 
York  City  after  the  Ke\-ol ii ( ion,  and  had  marrie(l  there  ]Mary 
Also]),  the  dauuhtei-  (d'  dolm  Also}»,  (Uie  of  the  city's  prominent 
mercdiants.  who  had  lieeii  aclixc  (Ui  the  committee  of  one  hun- 
dred bid'iiie  the  war.  After  .Mr.  Kind's  t<'rni  in  the  Senate  lunl 
expired,  he  w  as  sent  as  niinisier  to  ]{]ni:land  in  1  T!h;,  and  remaiii'  d 
at  that  post  for  t<  n  years.  Dui'inu  that  period  his  son^,  John 
Alsop  and  'diaries  Kinu  ila'ei'  ])i'esi(h-nt  of  Uolumbin  ('olleuc), 
studied  at  the  famous  Ilorrow  School,  where  Lord  Hvnui  and 
K(d)ert  ]*e(d  wcrt^  also  Kindyiuu  at  the  time.  In  ISOti  Kufus  Kiu.u' 
I'etuaan^d  to  America  and  took  u])  hi^  permanent  abode  on  his 
farm  or  country-seat,  in  the  ^■illa^e  of  da.maica.  on  Lmiu  Island: 
the  nnidest  mansion  he  and  the  governor  after  him  occu]>ied  is 
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st;iii<liH,u,  the  uroiinds  momid  it  bfiii^t;-  now  a  ]»ublii,'  i»ark 
\.  iiliin  till'  limits  of  tli.-  <i]-cat('r  New  'i'ork. 

.loliii  A.  Kiiiu  stii(li<'(l  law  at'tci-  Iiis  i-ctinn  liomc,  and  was  duly 
;,.!nii(lcd  to  tlii>  bar.  He  sci-vcd  as  a  licniciianl  of  caxairy  in  the 
W  ar  of  ISll*,  and.  after  peace  \\as  restored,  bnsii'd  liimself  ujion 
liis  falliei''s  farm,  beinu'  a  leadini^  man  in  the  (b'vcdopnienl  of  the 
aiM-icnlt  ural  interests  of  ()ueens  County.  In  ISI'.t  his  county 
.•ifcted  him  to  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  ami  re-eh'cted  him 
several  limes,  lie  was  ojjpose*!  to  the  policy  and  measures  of 
|»e  Witt  (Minton  in  many  res]iects;  for,  as  tlu^  son  of  his  father, 
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who  was  Hamilton's  intimate  friend.  In-  could  not  but  be  imbued 
with  the  i>rincii)les  of  the  old  Fedeialists.    I'.ut  that  .Mr.  Kin- 
\\as  free  fi'oin  a  mere  nari'ow  jiartisanshij)  is  ]»roved  by  the  fact 
'that  he  lieai-tily  suppoiMed  Clinton  in  his  fiulit  for  the  l']rie  Canal. 

In  iSli.-)  I'l-i^sident  John  <^)uincy  Adams,  [lerhaps  in  deference 
'o  I'edei-alist  nx-mories  of  his  father's  days,  a[)i>ointed  lJufus 
i^in^-  minister  at  the  T^ritish  Court;  at  the  same  tim<^  Jolm  Alsop 
K\\i<^  was  api)ointed  secretary  of  leuation.  lie  had  been  (dected 
Mate  Senator  that  sann^  year,  but  he  resigned  immeiliately  to 
:e  <-ompany  his  aged  father,  and  dnrini:  much  of  the  time  was  in 
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c'<)in]tl('1('  t)f  (lipliiiiuilic  innt  (<'i's  in  liis  father's  abscnrc.  as 

charijr  (I'll Its.  Ill  is;;s  he  was  auain  in  tlic  Lr^islat iiic  nf 
State,  and  liis  devoletl  nei^hbdis  on  tlie  island  ua\e  him  iheir 
sulVrai^cs  for  ( "eiiuress  in  ISl!).  Here  h<'  gained  a  record  for  liim- 
self  as  a  roiisistent  o])]M)iieiit  of  the  ((Miiproinises  whieli  jmi  (,n' 
tlic  evil  day  \\lien  sla\('iy  wonhl  ha\('  to  lie  reekoued  willi;  and 
he  ojtposed  witii  special  \iui)r  tlie  infaiiioiis  I"ii;;it  i\"e  Slave  law. 
\vhi(di  made  all  the  North  the  SoullTs  (d»se(jiiions  sla\'e-cat(  hers. 

His  welhknown  jKisiiion  on  the  bnrnini;  qnestioii  of  the  day 
marked  him  as  a  hojiefnl  candidate  for  the  wvw  Ke])nl)lican  ]iarty 
in  the  State,  in  IS.")!;.  The  candidate  of  the  ]iai'ty  for  i'resident. 
John  C.  I'remonr,  A\as  defeated  at  the  election  in  Xovemliei-.  and 
the  Democratic  forces  were  once  more  victorions  in  the  (doctiou 
of  James  r>uchanan.  P.iit  in  Xe^\■  York"  the  party  that  stood  for 
the  su])pression,  or  at  least  (as  thini;s  had  [tro,ui-ess<Ml  then)  for 
the  restriction  of  slavi'ry  to  the  soil  it  was  then  occupying,  was 
successftil,  and  Jidm  Alsop  Kini:  became  the  second  Ke[)nblicaTi 
governor,  and  ]>erlia]>s  more  really  entitle<l  to  be  called  the  lii-st 
than  Claris,  because  there  was  uo  mixtnreof  a  special  issue,  for- 
ei<;u  to  the  jtarty's  objects,  in  his  election. 

After  his  term  of  t^\"o  years  had  expired,  he  returned  to  his 
farm  and  his  a^ricnlt nral  juirsuits  in  Jamaica,  tal;inu  no  part  in 
the  alTairs  of  the  Slate  or  nation  <lnrini;  the  ui-eat  strii:L;!j,le  of  the 
Civil  \\;\\\  exce})t  that  in  ISIil  he  accepted  the  a[»itointnient  of 
(!o\ernor  Morgan  as  delegate  to  the  ConuTess  that  convened  at 
^^'ashin^ton  to  mak<'  a  last  effort  for  ]ieace.  'IMie  circumstances 
of  his  death  are  worth  noting,  and  ai-e  told  by  kossin^  as  follows: 
"On  Jul_\-  4.  ISdT,  he  \\;!s  addressinu  the  youiiL;  men  of  Jamaica, 
who  had  just  raised  a  im'W  tlai;,  and,  as  he  uttered  the  wiu-ds,  '  kite 
is  all  Ix'fore  you,  but  men  like  me  are  jjassini;  a\\  a.v,'  he  was  sud- 
denly smitten  with  p.iralysis.  ami  died  three  days  afterward,  in 
the  eiiihtieth  year  of  his  aue." 

As  was  to  !)<'  (^xjtecied  from  his  course  in  Congress,  (lovernor 
Kinu  was  urfient  in  stimulating'  h'uislative  action  in  the  line  of 
the  slavery  (piestion.    In  deference  to  the  moi'al  as])ects  of  Ih;' 
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issue,  wliicli  been  (lis(  ic(lite<l  ns  ;i  ]»(ilitical  fai-tor.  hi'  i-'moiii- 
iiM'inU'fl  a  revision  tin'  excise  laws  \vhi<  li  slioiild  feuiiteract  llie 
evils  of  iiitemjteraiice.  l^ul  he  toolv  a  holder  initiative  staml  on 
that  otlier  (jiiestion  which  was  siirrinL:,'  the  coiiscience  of  the 
nation  I  le  suhiuit  tod  a  constitutional  a  mend  nicnt  whit  li  should 
extend  t lie  riuh t  of  su ITraj^e  to  coloi'edci t izens  on  the  same  toi-ms 
as  while  men,  without  a  judperty  (pialilicai  ion.  Ir  was  also  his 
desire  that  the  Lei;islatnre  of  the  Stale  should  place  its(df  in 
unmistakable  opjxisition  to  llie  extension  of  sla\-er_v  in  the  Tei'ri- 
tories  newly  acquire(l  after  the  Mexican  War. 

It  was  the  question  of  the  rights  of  The  n<'UT'o,  ami  (d'  the  exten- 
sion of  slave]-y  that  was  fast  rusldn^'  the  nation  inti)  the  san- 
ji'ui7iary  c(»nllict  whii  h  benan  under  (iovernor  Kind's  successor-. 
AikI  it  may  be  well  to  pause  befoi-c  we  listen  to  the  actual  (dash 
of  arms,  to  regard  foi'  a  little  while  how  these  questions  were 
affectinij,-  the  peojde  of  New  Yoil;  State.  Surcdy  New  York  had 
proved  herself  the  friend  of  the  ne<iro — rdiiii  Jrv  iioirs — as  the 
term  went  in  (  iovernor  Jay's  days,  w  ho  was  himself  consi>icuous 
amonii'  those  thus  d(^signated  in  I'vUrojte,  and  who  enjoyed  the 
satisfatdion  of  seeinjT,'  i)assed  durinu'  his  administration  tlu'  law 
which  would  leave  Xew  Yoidc  free  from  the  blot  of  slavery,  in 
1827,  a  term  u  hi(di  he  siir\  i ved  by  two  years.  15ul.  nnfo.-'t unattdy, 
when  "Cotton  became  King."  New  York  City  and  State  became 
fhuuudally  interested  in  keeping  sln\('i-y  intact  in  the  Southern 
States,  and  now  the  jiecqde  hxtked  with  no  favoring  eyi^'S  npou 
movements  having  in  view  abolition. 

In  the  autumn  of  ]So:>.  meetings  were'  held  in  the  intei'ost  of 
this  cause  in  New  York  <Mty;  but  the  mob.  ex(d1ed  l)y  those  w  hose 
business  was  larg(dy  with  the  South,  attacked  (uie  <d"  these  in 
October,  dis]»ersing  the  attendants.  The  next  year,  1S:VI.  mote 
serious  riids  occurre(l.  the  houses  of  men  known  to  fa\  i'r  abolition 
were  stoned;  a  (diapcd  occu]>ie(l  by  a  negro  religious  s(»ciety  was 
attacke(l;  and  the  (  liuiHdu's  of  oui'  or  two  pi'ea(hei-s  who  had 
dar'Ml  to  lift  up  their  voices  for  altolilinn  wei'e  likewise  assailed, 
and  only  saved  from  destruction  l>y  the  effe(dive  interference  of 
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the  militia.  One  of  these  iiiiiiislers  was  asked  hy  his  r(>ii^r<'^a- 
tion  to  L'oase  liis  uiiwelconie  tlia1ril>es,  or  else  resign;  iiiion  u  hich 
he  resinned.  In  Urooklvn,  a  \(iice  of  eloipience  ami  |Mi\\er  dc- 
nonnced  the  ci'ime  of  sj.-ivein-.  and  for  many  vea.rs  it  was  h.irdly 
safe  for  Henry  Ward  r.eecher  to  wall;  jlie  streets  of  the 

In  New  York,  where  the  use  of  sti'eet  railways  Iiecame  prev- 
alent in  IS.-)!),  the  romjianies  refused  to  allow  colored  ]H'ojile  to 
ride  on  them,  a  hateful  discrimination  which  <loes  not  seem  to 
liave  olTended  t he  sense  of  public  just  ice  until  lS~)o.  In  that  year 
the  matter  was  hi'ouLjht  into  the  courts.  One  Sun<lay  a  colored 
woman,  Tazzie  Jennings  by  name,  had  lM)ai'ded  a  I''(»ui'th  avenue 
car,  and  A^  as  eje<-le(l  from  the  saiue  after  riding  a  short  way.  She 

was  an  enunently  resp^'ctable  person, 
the  superintendent  of  a  Sumlay-s(  lund, 
and  she  was  on  her  way  home  from  the 
school  at  the  time.  The  case  e,\-(dted 
great  iniliy:nation,  and  the  law  lirni  of 
which  Chester  A.  Arthur,  later  Trx'sident 
of  the  T'nited  States,  was  a  member, 
brought  suit  for  her  against  the  com- 
pany, in  the  Sujireme  ( 'ourt.  in  Ib-oidvlyu. 
The  coloi'ed  woman  recovere<l  judgment 
GKN.  RICHARD  MONiGo.MKKY.  fi'<'iii  thecom](any,  aiid,  the  right  to  ride 

in  the  street  cars  was  thenceforth  con- 
cede<l  to  colored  ]^eople.  I'or  many  years  the  annivei'sary  of  this 
vit'tory  was  c<'Iebrated  by  the  negi-o  residents  of  Xew  York. 

That  New  ^'ork  was  not  alone  in  this  antagonism  to  the  negro 
and  the  abolition  of  shncry  for  his  race,  is  i)roved  by  the  ex- 
])eriences  of  a  celebrated  resident  of  the  c<'nti'al  part  of  t  he  Stati'. 
Among  that  bi-ight  galaxy  of  names  made  illustrious  by  tlcir 
gallant  and  often  perilous  battle  foi'  the  enuuici]>at ion  of  the 
negro;  with  A\'illiam  Lloyd  (iarrison  and  ^^'endell  l'hillii»s,  and 
others  of  New  b^nglan.d,  may  be  worthily  linked  that  of  a  son  n\ 
New  YoT'k.  rierrit  Smith  takes  high  rank  amitng  the  philan- 
thi-oi>ists  of  the  world,  and  he  deserves  a  place  also  among  the 
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rjii'ly  abolitionists,  mIioso  ads  or  words  may  not  always  have 
Ik'cii  wise,  whose  j)urn()ses  oi"  j)ropose(l  inetliotls  may  not  always 
Iia\'e  boon  conmiemlable,  Itiit  whose  ulterioi'  aims  struck  a  chord 
in  the  conscience  of  the  nation  wliosc  vibrations  it  was  iini)ossil)U' 
(o  sihnice,  and  wliose  veiy  extravagances  taHiiht  a  slu_u\i;ish  i;<'U- 
eral  public  finally  to  see  that  there  was  a  duty  to  be  pei'fornied 
when  the  hour  for  its  jiert'oi'mauce  had  sti  iudc. 

(Jerrit  Smith  was  biuii  at  Ttica  on  March  (i,  1707.  His  father 
had  moved  here  from  Kockhnul  County,  and  was  of  the  pure 
Dutch  stock  of  that  region,  where  many  families  still  retain  the 
use  of  the  ancestral  vernaculai-  amonu  themselves.  Tiiouuh  the 
family  name  looks  sulliciently  anglicized,  the  f;iven  name,  (li  i-rit, 
smacks  of  the  purest  Duttdi,  bein<j.  in  the  exact  foiau  of  the 
original  lan,uu:i.t;o,  while  in  a  lii'eat  many  other  cases  it  has  been 
transformed  into  Garret  for  English  ears  or  eyes.  The  elder 
Smith  came  to  Utica  at  the  right  time,  and  his  broad  acres 
brought  his  son  vast  wealth  when  the  ])lace  began  to  attain  its 
later  i)rosperity.  (Jerrit  graduated  fi-oiu  Hamilton  College  in 
1818,  and  thei"eui)on  addressed  himself  to  the  study  of  the  law, 
but  he  neve]'  had  a  chance  to  practice,  for  he  at  once  became 
charged  with  the  business  of  the  large  estate  to  which  he  fell  heii'. 

Among  the  notable  acts  of  this  man's  exceptionally  ui)righl 
career  was  the  distribution  among  the  heirs  at  various  times  of 
increased  proportions  of  their  original  shares,  as  the  i»roperty 
augmented  in  \-alue  during  the  years  after  the  first  and  ordinarily 
sufficient  legal  division.  Aside  from  this  it  is  said  that  he  gave 
away  more  than  eight  millions  of  dollars  for  various  beiie\-ol(Mit 
objects,  and  in  aiding  those  whom  he  supposed  were  unjustly 
oppressed  l)y  the  laws.  Nearly  three  thousand  persons  received 
from  him  from  forty  to  sixty  acres  each  in  Franklin,  Essex,  Ham- 
ilton, Fulton,  Oneida.  Delaware.  Madison,  and  Ulster  counties, 
thereby  receiving  a  start  in  life,  for  the  betterment  of  their  con- 
dition, or  to  encourage  the  elTort  to  lead  a  new  life  freed  from  vice 
or  crime.  For  he  had  early  embraced  with  enthusiasm  the  causes 
of  temperance  and  abolition;  and  as  a  practical  method  for  aiding 
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the  liberated  slaves  lie  set  a|)ait  a  lar.uc  ti-acl  in  Xcrth  lOlba 
tow  iisliip,  Essex  ('ouiitv,  lor  I  lie  |Mii-|i(»se  of  ori^a iiiziiii;  a  coloiiy 
of  negroes  1 1 II -re.  1  '.lit  li  is  s  viii  ]ial  li  ies  were  broader  I  lia  ii  I  liis  :  lie 
was  ac<-ustoni(  d  to  ideail  the  cause  oC  iiii I'ort  una  le  pei'sens,  w  lioin 
lie  deemed  iuuoceiit,  and  liis  beiie\'olein  c  in  this  I'esjx'ct  was  ]uib- 
liidy  recognized  in  that  lierei  ei\<'d  sjiecial  permission  to  conduct 
su(  Ii  cases  before  the  c(»urts,  althou,t;li  he  had  never  (jiialihed  as 
a  lawyer. 

In  spite  of  all  this,  the  puldic  of  central  New  York  could  not 
endure  his  abidition  ]»riiici|des.  lie  was  acli\»'  in  the  f(Uiiiation 
of  the  Liberty  party."  When  t  he  friends  id' t  In-  slaxcs  sought  to 
hold  a  convention  at  Syracuse  in  IS.'U.  the  mob  bndce  uji  the 
nu'efiiiL;'.  Aiiotlier  attemjii  toor^ajiizea  convention  "svas  made  at 
Utica  in  lS'.]o,  and  the  mob  of  this  }-oun,i;-  city  followed  the 
example  of  that  of  her  liui;e  sister  by  the  sea,  and  of  her  \-oun^cr 
rival  by  the  sally  lake.  Then  <lerrit  Smith  iinited  his  com- 
panions in  mai  lyrdom  to  n'j»;iir  w  ith  him  to  liis  house  at  Peler- 
boro,  in  .Madison  County,  not  many  miles  frt»ni  Utica,  where  he 
had  fixeil  his  home  seNcral  years  before. 

The  "  Liberty  jiarty  nominated  (iei-rit  Smith  for  <2;overnor  in 
1S40;  and  in  is  IS  mid  1S.>2  he  w  as  their  candidate  for  l'resi<lent 
of  the  Lnited  States.  Anain  in  Ls.'iS  he  was  noniinat<'d  for  (iov- 
eriuir  on  a  platfoim  embodyill^  both  lu-ohibii  ion  (d'  the  li(|Uor 
traf'lic  and  abolition  (d'  sl;i\-ery.  lie  made  a  \'(']y  en<'rL:clic  cam- 
[)aii;'n,  sjteakinu  tifty-threc  times  in  nine  we(d<s,  and  sjiendinu' 
hundreds  of  dollars ;  as  a  resit  1 1  he  pol KmI  a  vote  of  ti\  »■  t  hoiisu  nd 
fi\('  hundi'eik  Wdieii  the  I"n_L;iti\c  Slaxc  law  was  jtassed,  he  paid 
the  lc:^al  expenses  of  those  w  ho  infringed  its  jirovisions.  In  IS,"):! 
his  friends  succccdi  d  in  i-ariyirii;  his  (dection  to  Conuress,  and  he 
served  one  term.  His  career  there  obtaine<l  for  him  fiiuii  the 
^hi(•a^d  Trihinn  the  conmient  that  he  was  "a  wroni:  headed 
fanatic,  willful  ami  intractable,  eonceite<l  and  waywaril,  whose 
intellect  ran  to  paradox  ";  an  expression  of  oiiinion  wlii<di  shows 
how  the  eatdiei"  agitators  foi-  emancijiatiiui  were  regarded  eN'en 
by  those  ■who  toidv  up  their  woidc  in  later  years. 
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l?_v  voice  and  jM'n,  :in<l  his  cvci'-rcad y  and  overflow  in i;-  purse, 
(lerrit  Smith  snpiiorted  Lincoln  during  flic  \\ar;  yet  his  feelings 
toward  the  South  Avere  ieni]iered  to  niodei-ation  by  the  reflection 
that  the  North  had  been  Liieatly  to  blaiue  for  the  existence  and 
continuance  of  slav<'ry;  and  he  joined  Horace •< li-eelcy  in  sii;nin_2,' 
t lie  bail-bond  for  Jeflerson  I)a\is.  (Jerrit  Smith  died  Deceinbev 
2S,  1S74,  and  William  Tdoyd  (larrison,  who  had  not  always  agreed 
with  him  in  life,  said  of  him  after  his  death:  "  The  lanmia-e  of 
eulogy,  often  absurdly  or  timidly  ap])lii'(l.  may  in  this  instance 
be  used  in  the  strony,est  form  without  <lan.i;er  of  exai^iieration." 

The  Fugitive  Slave  law  was 
one  of  those  audacities  whereby 
the  South  o^'el•realdled  herself. 
In  seeking  to  make  the  peo])le 
of  the  North  her  allies  in  ••om- 
pelliug  the  negroes  to  endure 
their  slavery,  it  only  provoked 
them  to  do  their  Ix^st  in  violat- 
ing the  law  and  helping  the 
pi^or  creatures  on  to  liberty. 
The  Syracuse  i)opulace  which 
hadnn)bbed  and  maltreated  the 
benevolent  CJerrit  Smitli,  in 
18.">1,  was  just  as  eu(.'rgeiic  and 
enthusiastic  in  rescuing  a  fugi- 
tive negro,  "Jerry,"  from  the 
hands  of  a  United  States  mar- 
shal a  score  of  years  later,  and  it  is  more  than  likely  that  (lerrit 
Smith  paid  the  expenses  of  the  legal  i)T'ocess  necessary  to  lilM>ratt' 
some  of  his  former  persecutors  from  the  clutches  of  this  un- 
popular law. 

A  more  noted  and  far-reaching  incident,  showing  the  clianged 
temper  of  the  people,  was  the  so-called  Leminon  case.  In  1S."')2, 
•Tonathan  Lemmon,  a  Virginia  slaveholder,  bi'onuht  (M^ht  slaves 
— <me  man,  two  women,  and  five  children — from  Norfolk  to  New 
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Yorlc  l)V  steamer.  His  juirjxisc  was  to  send  tliciii  to  Texas,  aud 
he  intended  to  i-eshiji  t  lieui  to  anot  her  steam  ei-  sail  in  to  a  Tcxaii 
]K)i*t.  He  had  i-eidxoned  wilhonl  iiis  liost,  ho\ve\er,  in  coming;  to 
X(MV  York.  U  was  no  sooner  l-:no\\  ii  that  a  cai'i^o  of  shucs  had 
reaehe<l  jiort .  t  Iian  si  eps  were  inst  i  luled  to  lilx'i'ate  i  hem.  <  )n  1  he 
petition  of  Louis  Napoleon,  a  free  colored  man,  a  writ  of  liaheas 
(•0i'i)us  was  issued  on  Xovemher  (i,  l»y  dud^e  l']liiali  I'aine,  of  the 
Sni>erio]'  (  \iurt,  for  t  lieir  a[iiiearanre  befoi-e  him  on  Xovem'oei'  i;>. 
On  that  (hiy  arguments  were  heard  by  Idni.  ])resented  hy  mem- 
bers of  the  firm  in  v,  hi(  h  President  Ai  llnir  was  a  ])artner,  and 
who,  as  we  saw,  also  defended  tin'  case  of  Lizzie  deiinin^s  in  \S~>T). 

Tlie  contention  was  that  these  ei^Iit  slaves  had  been  made  free 
by  touching;  the  free  soil  of  New  "'li'ork  State.  .Tud^c  I'aine  ac- 
cepted this  , ground  as  vali<l.  ami  released  the  eiuhl  m'i;roes,  who 
immediately  departe<l  for  Canachi.  'I'his  decision  ami  its  result 
caused  immense  excitement  at  the  Soutli.  The  ^'ir^inia  Legis- 
lature dii-ected  its  at torney-iicneral  to  make  an  ai)peal  to  the 
hii;her  couits  of  New  York;  but  it  was  in  vain.  In  December, 
1S57,  the  Supreme  Court  rendered  a  decision  sustainiui:,'  Judm' 
Paine,  as  did  also  the  Court  of  Ap]»eals,  in  Martdi,  ISCtO;  the  Le.i;is- 
lature  of  New  Yoi-h,  havin<;  ])assed  resolutions  anthorizini;'  the 
^■overnorto  defend  the  cause  of  the  escape<l  slaves  in  tliese  courts. 
Another  result  of  -Tttdu'e  Paine's  decision  was  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  escapini;  slaves,  who  foun<l  the  State  of  New  York  a 
convenient  and  h(d]>ful  road  to  liberty  in  Canada.  Thus  came  to 
be  established  the  "  rnderui-ound  llailroad,"  as  it  was  called, 
whi(di  led  ]»rinci[»ally  throu^li  New  York  City,  and  much  endan- 
gered its  profitable  business  connections  with  the  South. 

The  (jiu'stion  of  slavery  and  its  abolition  was  Ijound  to  enter 
politics,  anil  to  be  seizeil  on  for  party  ends.  So  absorbinp,'  a  ques- 
tion, indeed,  soon  drew  men  together  at  the  exjiense  of  almost 
every  other  issue  that  liad  kept  them  apart.  And  New  York'  State 
furnishe(1  abundant  evidence  of  the  process.  As  was  remarked, 
the  Republican  ]>arty,  as  a  tmtional  organization,  jdanting  itself 
on  this  issue,  is  c(»nsidered  by  some  to  date  its  birth  from  a  con- 
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vcution  iu'ld  at  Jackson,  in  July,  is.lk    ]5iit  wiiai  has  IxM-n 

with  ureat  justice  callcil  a  pi>'liiuinar_v  to  the  fonnatioii  of  this 
party  A\as  a  coincntiou  lichi  at  1  Icrirmicr  \inai;(',  in  this  Stalt', 
on  <  )ctol>i'i'  20.  ISiT.  A  strife  IiaJ  arisen  in  t  he  1  )cnio(  r;ii  ic  pai-ty 
(if  tlie  tt'late,  as  already  noted,  bet^veen  the.  JJaridmi  ners,  wlio 
\\ante(l  reniedinl  measures  to  cure  the  evils  caused  by  slavery, 
and  the  Hunkers,  \\  ho  wore  willini;-  to  lea\('  things  as  they  were. 
This  strife  was  accentuated  by  the  so-called  "  Wihiiot  Proviso." 

In  lS4(i  there  was  a  bill  before  Coni;i'ess  to  appropiiale  throe 
ndllions  of  (hillars,  to  bo  used  by  the  IM'osident  to  })ur(diase  terri- 
tory from  ]^[cxico.  Davi<l  ^Vilmot.  a  Domoci-atic  lioprosontative 
from  Pennsylvania,  \\lio,  as  \^•as  well  said,  would  luivo  been  a 
Parnburner  in  >«\m\'  York.  move<l,  as  an  amendmenr.  a  "  jtroviso  " 
that  slavery  should  not  b(^  extended  to  territory  thus  secured. 
This  proviso  was  heartily  supported  by  all  the  New  York  Whi.2,s 
and  by  the  I'arnbui  iier  w  inij,  of  the  Democi'atic  party.  In  Sep- 
tember, 1S47,  a  Dt'mocratic  State  conveution  met  at  Syracuse, 
where,  after  some  tii^htin;4  over  contested  seats,  the  Iluid^ers 
wei'e  left  in  a  majority.  Accordingly,  a  resolution  olToed  by  the 
other  A\'ing',  exj)ressinji'  "'  uncom[)romisinu  hostility  to  the  exten- 
sion of  slavery  into  territory  now  free."  was  promfdly  voted 
<lown. 

The  I'arnbtiniei's  thereupon  sece<le<l  from  the  conv<'ntion,  and 
called  a  convention  to  meet  at  Ilerkiniei'  on  October  1817. 
The  resolutions  hei'e  adopte(l  "  declared  I  hat  ihefi-eemen  of  New 
York  would  not  submit  to  slavery  in  the  con(|uere<l  i)rovinces"; 
for  the  Mexican  \\'[\y  hail  occurre(l  since  the  Wilmot  ProN'iso  was 
put  forward,  and  intend<'d  ])ur(diase  had  become  acconi])lislied 
coiujuest.  The  South  had  already  threatened  that  no  candidate 
for  President  should  i^'et  their  votes  who  would  not  favor  the 
extension  of  sla\'ei-y;  the  Herkimer  convention  therefore  decdarei] 
that  the  Democrats  of  New  York  would  refuse  to  supjMirt  a  can- 
didate nidess  he  would  o])pose  su(di  extension. 

Thus  another  ]iarty-name  came  to  tln^  fore,  for  the  P;irnburners 
had  become  "  Free-soilers  ";  and  the  abolition  crank,  nuid  as  he 
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often  was,  had  liflcd  a  i^'ivat  iiioi-al  and  social  pi-iin  iplc  up  lo 
the  platl'orni  of  a  i)raetical  ])olitiral  ]»ai  ty.  And  from  Si;iic  (  (in- 
veutions  it  was  sure  to  ^ct  into  national  e(»n\'fnt ions.  Tiic  l)oiii- 
oeratic  national  t-onxcni  ion  met  in  May,  L'<4i>.  It  was  jtioposcd  in 
treat  the  New  York  factions  in  sucli.a  way  as  to  nullify  the  voic 
of  the  ^>tate ;  and  t  lici-oupon  t  he  ISa  inhuriirrs  or  h'rec-.soi  h-rs,  with 
a  <;reat  princii)le  at  stake,  a^ain  secediMl.  as  they  had  doiio  at 
Syracuse,  from  the  State  ct)nveuti(jn.    'l"he  con\ention  then  went 

on  to  nominate  ].o\\  is 
Cass,  of  M iidiiuan, 
w  h  o  h  a  d  declared 
that  he  was  in  faxor 
of  lettini;  t  he  new  ter- 
ritories decide  the 
slave  (pu'st  ion  for 
thenis<dves. 

Kut  the  l>arnl)urn- 
ers  were  not  so  easily 
jMit  down.  .V  conven- 
tion ^^■as  called  to 
meet  at  Utica  in  June, 
1S4S,  at  whith  ex- 
President  \'an  lluren 
was  unanimously  de- 
clared to  be  the  choice 
of  New  ^'o]-k  as  the 
candidate  for  President  on  the  issue  of  free  soil.  A  nati(»nal  con- 
vention was  called  to  meet  at  P>ulTalo.  lui  Au^^ust  U,  1848.  It 
unequivocally  declared  that  it  had  met  "  to  secure  free  soil  for  a 
free  people";  that  ("onuress  ha<I  ''no  more  power  to  nmke  a 
slave  than  to  nmke  a  kinu  ";  that  they  wanted  "  no  more  slave 
States,  and  no  more  slave  terriioiy."  \\'ith  a  lirle  iloui'ish  of 
rhetoric,  but  with  iuimense  sinceritw  the  resolutions  adoi>te(l 
closed  with  the  words:  "  We  inscribe  on  our  banuer,  I'ree  Soil, 
Free  Speech,  I'ree  Labor,  and  T^ree  Men;  and  under  it  we  will 
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li^lit  nil  and  tii^lit  I'Vi-r,  until  a  triunipliant  \  ict(»iy  shall  iruani 
oui-  cxci'tions." 

On  tliis  platform  ^[ai-fin  \'an  T.urcti,  ('X-Pi-csidcnt,  was  noiu- 
inatc-'d  as  their  candidate  tor  President,  and  (Miai'les  I'raneis 
A'Uuns,  the  sen  el'  ^'an  I'.nren's  hittei-  np]i(»nent  in  fermcr  davs, 
<'\'-l'resident  John  (^>ninc_v  Adams,  was  nominati'd  for  \'i(  e- 
I'resident.  This  juxtaposition  alon<'  vi\idly  illusti'ates  the  sup- 
pi'ession  of  all  othei'  di\isive  (|Uestions  ludore  this  one  all-con- 
(lueriu^-  snbjert  of  sla\ery.  Sui(dy  the  enthusiasts  and  fanatics 
had  accomplished  somethinLi  in  theii-  blind  fury  for  tlu^  right. 
Vet  there  were  also  curious  fallini^s  a]iai-t,  and  \;\vk  of  su])i»ort 
from  men  ^\■hom  we  should  have  ex]iected  to  sustain  theplatf»u-m 
and  candidates  of  the  Ibiffalo  conv(Mition  heart  and  soul. 

The  Whiles,  the  iiatnr-al  ])recursors  of  the  Kejiublicans,  nom- 
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iiiated  (leiieral  Zacliary  Taylor,  the  hero  of  the  ^Mexican  War, 
who  was  a  Louisiana  slaveholder,  and  they  placed  a  New  Yorl; 
lluuker  with  him  on  the  ti(  Icet  for  \'iie-Pri'sident,  .Millard  Fill- 
more, destined  to  bi'come  President;  and  the  ^^'hi^s  ])nt  forth  no 
platform.  This  ^\'as  a  hard  pill  for  the  anti-slavery  ^^'hili•s  to 
swallow,  but  they  mana,u('(l  to  do  it.~  William  11.  Seward,  ex- 
Governor  of  the  State,  and  Horat-e  (li'e(dey,  of  the  I'rihintr,  ac- 
cepted Taylor,  and  intlnenced  many  of  theii-  jtarty  to  \'ote  for  him. 

When  the  result  (»f  the  election  became  known,  in  November. 
IS  18,  Van  Buren  was  found  to  have  received  :2!)l,2(t3  votes;  Cass, 
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I,l'LM),r)44;  anil  Tavlor,  1  ,;]»i(),U!)!i.  Tims  no  electoral  votes  were 
cast  for  \'an  ]'.uren  at  all.  No  State  uave  liim  as  many  voles 
as  Taylor  received  ;  but  lie  heat  ( 'ass  in  New  York,  Massacliusm  ts, 
ami  \'eru)ont.  It  was  too  much  to  expect  that  the  r.uilalo  ]tl:ii- 
forni  sliouhl  have  cai'i'ied  its  caudidatos  to  victory  in  isis.  Hut 
the  fi;^-ht  was  on,  and  \  ictory  was  sure  to  come  to  the  cause,  if  not 
to  these  particular  men. 


TQK  COLDKN  ARMS. 


CIIAPTP^R  XX. 


THE  "  IRKEriiESSIBLI-;  CONFLICT." 

N  this  coiillict  tlicro  was  to  bo  no  romissioii  ^^•itllout 
slieddiiii;  of  blood."  And  New  York  is  iiitercstod  in 
the  tirst  blind  and  scciiiiniily  mad  attenij»t  which 
sealed  (h'votion  to  the  eause  ever  rising-  npperniost  in 
the  conscieuce  of  the  nation — with  the  life  and  blood  of  good  men 
and  true.  "John  Brown,  of  Osawatonue,"  and  his  raid  on 
llarj)er\s  r\^rry  seem  remote  enontih  from  New  York  soil,  lint 
"John  IJrown's  body"  was  laid  to  molder  away  in  hor  S(ul,  and 
he  had  spent  some  years  on  the  fai'in  where  his  remains  were 
deposited. 

John  Brown  was  a  descendant  from  that  original  Peter  Brown, 
wlio  came  over  from  Leyden  and  Didfshaven  and  Engian<l  in  the 

Mayflower,"  and  occupied  the  first  d wellinu-liouse  ou  the  stroet 
leading  np  the  hill  at  IMymonlh,  next  to  the  general  storclntnse 
at  the  foot  of  the  hill  on  the  left.  Tie  was  born  at  Torrington, 
Conn.,  on  ^Iny  0,  1800.  He  stndicd  for  the  ndnistry,  but  his  eye- 
sight failed  him,  and  he  tnrned  to  sni'veying,  in  which  he  built 
up  a  successful  busim'ss  for  himself,  going  to  Ohio,  and  later  to 
Pennsylvania,  in  which  latter  Stare  ho  was  apoointcil  postmaster 
of  the  town  he  lived  in.  Tn  ISf,."")  he  lost  almost  all  lie  lia<l  in  laml 
speculations  in  Ohio;  \\  her('up(Ui  ho  f  uiaiod  his  attention  to  wool- 
growing. 

In  this  connection  he  went  to  "Rnulan<l  in  1  8  10;  but  airaln  losing 
his  moTK'v  he  r<^turned  to  Amei'ira,  and  in  Octobo!-.  1840,  settled 
at  North  l']lba,  among  the  negro  colony  which  Gerrit  Smith  had 
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enil(';iv(ii''(l  to  cstahlisli  tlici'c.  North  K\\)-a  is  in  iln-  cxlrciiK' 
iiortli western  foriiei-  of  ILssex  ('oiint y,  in  tlie  iieai  t  of  t  lie  Adiron 
(laeks.  Tile  lianilel  l>y  lliat  name  in  t  lie  lounshii)  is  ahont  two 
or  three  miles  due  sontli  Irom  Lake  I'laeid.  and  about  ei^ht  or 
ten  niil(^s  due  nortli  t'r(»iu  .Mount  .Ma,re\-  and  the  Indian  I'ass.  In 
October,  ISoo,  he  went  to  Kansas  t(j  j()in  liis  sons  wlio  had  settled 
at  Osawatoiiiie.  It  is  said  that  he  went  vwu  then  witii  a  view 
to  make  an  attack  on  \'i]-i;inia. 

The  assault  on  Harper's  I'erry  was  made  October  1C>,  IS^.'O;  and 
while  but  sixteen  men  were  with  Iiim  at  tiie  critical  moment,  it 
has  been  ascertained  by  later  investij4ations  tliat  a  lari^c  risini: 
had  been  i)ro\  ide(l  for  and  was  expected  by  the  devoted  band  who 
so  recklessly  threw  away  their  lives.  T>ro\\  n  was  tinally  ca])tui-e<l 
by  Colont'l — afterward  Oeneral — Ilobert  I'].  Lee,  anil  he  was 
executed  by  haiii;inu  on  December  2.  ISol).  A  little  later  his  body 
was  taken  to  the  farm  amoni;  the  Adirondacks,  and  there  a  com- 
paTiy  of  admiring  friends  listened  to  a  eulogy  by  "NVeudell  riiilips. 
John  Ikvjwn's  u'as  a  desperate  deed,  jtrematnre,  constructively 
treasonable,  it  may  l»e;  but  it  h;id  its  influence  in  hastenine,'  ou 
the  hundred  bal  tlelhdds,  and  the  slanuhter  of  myriads,  which, 
in  the  coun<  ils  of  destiny,  ha<l  been  decreed  necessary  to  wii)e  out 
the  stain  of  slaveiy  and  l)anish  fore\er  the  ]»ossibility  of  disunion. 

When  the  country  was  shaken  to  its  foundations  by  the  raid  on 
riarixM-'s  Fei-ry.  and  its  ]iathetic  coiise(piences,  the  i^overnment  of 
New  Yoi-k  was  administered  by  I^dwiu  T).  !Mori:an.  (lovernoi* 
^Iorf.ian  ^'as  not  a  native  of  the  State,  havinu'  been  born  at  Wash- 
ington, l^erlvshire  r'(iuiit\-,  Mass.,  on  I"ebruai-y  S,  1811.  After  re- 
ceivini:^-  a  common  sdiool  education  he  ^vent  into  business  with 
an  uncle  at  TTartfoi-d.  Conn.,  in  1S2S.  as  clerk',  ami  became  his 
partner  thi-ee  years  later,  and  his  abilities  wer-e  furthei'  recog- 
nized in  his  beinii'  elected  a  member  of  the  Hartford  city  coun<-il. 
Til  18P)(^  lie  removed  to  Xew  York'  t'ity  to  establish  a  bianch  of 
tl)e  business  there,  and  success  and  wealth  \\  aitiMl  ii])on  this  en- 
larijed  sjihere  of  action.  In  ISIO,  \\-hen  thi^  second  sevei-e  visita- 
tion of  th(^  cholera  was  atllict in.u'  the  meiropolis,  and  all  who 
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cnukl  l<'ft  t  he  scene  (if  M  I'.  Mnri^.in  I'eiiiiiim'd,        uni  only 

!»y  money,  ItuI  l>y  personal  elTort,  aided  Those  w  lio  needcil 
attendance.  * 

lie  was  eleeled  to  1  lie  Senate  of  tlie  State  in  ISr.O.  and  was  con- 
tinued in  this  position  nnlil  lie  was  elected  i\rnioi-  in  1  sr»s. 
IJeginnini;  his  term  on  January  1,  IS.")!),  he  was  one  of  the  "  war 
governors  "  of  the  I'liion  ai  the  outhreal^  of  the  war.  whose  loyal 
support  of  the  central  uovernmenl  was  smdi  an  element  of 
strength  at  the  boj^innin^'  of  the  drea<lful  struu^le.  ^'et,  before 
the  first  act  of  war,  Governor  Morgan  was  anioiiLf  those  most 
diligent  to  ]»resorve  poace,  if  jiossible.  ^^'lll'n  New  York  was 
erected  into  a  military  department,  the  governor  was  given  th'' 
rank  of  major-general,  for 
which  additional  duties  and 
responsibilities  he  declined  to 
take  the  salary  attached.  He 
was  re-elected  to  a  second 
term,  and  in  1S()2,  as  this  was 
drawing  to  a  close,  he  was 
chosen  to  the  United  States 
Senate,  where  he  served  the 
State  until  ISGl). 

In  1S05  he  was  olTeretl  the 
high  ]M!st  of  secretary  the 
treasury,  but  he  declined  it. 
Ten  years  later  his  fellow- 
citizens  again  en(h'avored  to 
place  him  in  positions  of  pronunence;  in  ISTo  nominating  him  for 
the  United  States  Senate,  and  in  isTti  for  governor;  but  although 
heacce])ted  the  U(tmii)at  ions  In-  was  defeated  at  the  polls.  I'rts- 
ident  Arthur  desired  to  ajipoint  him  secretary  of  the  treasury 
in  18S1,  but  ^Ir.  ^Forgan  declined  on  acc(»unt  of  liis  advancing 
years.  He  (h.nated  .s7.-,(i,000  to  the  !:].iscoi)al  Theological  Stun- 
inary  in  New  York  Uity,  and  ."^.'^OO.DOt)  to  \Villiams  College  for  a 
library  building,  and  at  iiis  death  beipieaihed  more  than  three- 
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(Hmrtors  of  a  In  cliaritaldc  olijci  is.    lie  died  in  New  Yurk 

on  February  11,  ISS.",,  or  six  tlays  alter  lie  had  attained  seventy-, 
two  years. 

We  have  seen  that  as  early  as  ]S1S  the  politicians  or  party 
managers  of  the  State  of  Xew  ^'ork  had  so  far  reco.gnized  whal 
the  abt)litioinst  ai^itators,  fanatics,  cranks,  had  acconi[)lishe(l  in 
arousing  the  common  conscience  against  slavery,  that  they  did 
not  hesitate  to  adopt  a  iilatf(»rm  whicii  <h'manded  at  least  tlie 
restriction  of  the  e\il.  The  i)rim  ii)le  (d'  the  W'ihuot  proviso — no 
extension  of  sla\'ery  to  newly  ac([tiired  territory — dominated  the 
Herkimer  con\-enli()n  and  the  Bullalo  convention  that  grew  out 
of  it  in  ishs. 

The  convention  of  the  Uepuhlican  ]>arty  that  met  in  riiicatio 
iu  18(i0,  and  the  constMpiences  of  \\]iost>  work  were  to  be  so 
nionient(Mis  and  far-reaching,  proceeded  ii]»on  a  i)latforni  not  very 
greatly  different  from  that  of  tln^  New  Yorkers  of  18-18.  There 
might  be  a  <leeper  dread  and  a  nu)re  jirononnced  antagonism  of 
the  ]>nblic  cons(d(mc(^  against  sia\ery.  J>iit,  still,  as  a  political 
situation,  or  an  institution  to  b('  dealt  with  by  goveiaimental  or 
constitutional  action,  it  was  a  tight  for  or  against  its  extension  to 
soil  hitherto  "  free,"  rather  than  its  abolition,  that  engaged  the 
]»olitical  foices  of  tiie  later  day.  And  that  convention  w  hich  m)m- 
iuate(l  Lincoln  is  of  sujjreme  importance  to  New  York  State,  not 
ojily  because  of  the  providential  and  suri»assing  fitness  of  that 
choice,  as  later  years  of  trial  show<'d  to  all  the  country,  but 
because  one  of  New  Y(»rk's  ow  n  sons  caiue  so  near  to  snatidiing 
away  the  in-ize  (d'  leadershi[)  in  the  great  contest  coming,  from 
hiiu  w  ho  h'd  so  well. 

'Idle  Ke])iddican  ])arty,  now  wtdl  defined  and  at  least  six  years 
old,  seasoiKMl  by  defeat  at  a  ]ircvious  eh-ciion,  and  seizing  (dearly 
the  issue  that  would  draw  togellu'r  the  friends  of  frt'e(lom  and 
of  th(^  Union,  called  their  convention  for  the  nomination  of  I'lcsi- 
d(-ntial  candidates  together  in  the  city  id'  Chicago  <in  .May  Id, 
1800.  The  yonng  uiant  was  in  its  infancy  as  yot,  but  even  then 
\\'as  capable  (d"  didng  big  things.    It  built  a  liugi'  atiditorinm 
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calK'd  ihv  "  ^ViL•^val!l,'"  wliicli  could  coniaiii  ten  tliousaiid  jn'i-- 
sons  It  is  a  pity  tliat  a  nici'tiuu'  \\iii(di  was  dcstiiH-d  lo  Itc  fol- 
lowed b\  I'i'siilts  of  suidi  iiiiiiu'iisc  nioval  siuiiilicamc  was  not 
mai'kt'd  by  a  suitable  sense  of  this  liiiili  destiny,  bnl  snlTiaed  in 
(lij;iiity  in  the  opinion  of  some  sober  liisiori;i,ns  in  more  than  one 
]>articTilar.  I'rof.  John  'V.  .Aforse,  -Jr.,  fea-  instance,  observes: 
"  ^\'ith  little  discnssio!)  a  platform  was  aih)pted  lont;-  and  ill- 
written,  overloaih'il  with  adjectives  and  iheti>ric,  sacvilicinL;'  (Vi'j: 
iiity  to  the  supreme  pleasni-e  of  abusing  the  Democracy,  but 
liouest  in  statinp,-  Ilepnldican  (h»etrim-s,  and  (dearly  <lisplaying 
the  teni])er  of  an  earnest  a^i^ressive  party,  hot  for  the  tii;ht  and 
confident  of  victory." 

Then,  ai;ain,  in  the  matter  of  "  bcxMninu,  "  eamlitlates.  methods 
were  resorted  to  wdiich  should  hardly  have  entered  eainds  sur- 
charged witli  the  high  i)urposes  that  were  to  revolutionize  a 
nation's  life  and  being.  Six  candidates  were  in  the  ficdd  f(U'  nomi- 
nation, and  ex-Oovernor  Seward  was  most  prominent  among 
tliese,  yet  Horace  Greeley  was  bent  with  fierce  determination 
upon  working  against  the  (dioice  of  his  own  State,  and  wished  to 
nominate  Bates,  of  Missouri.  The  friends  of  Seward  adopted  the 
device  of  commending  their  nominee  by  ]tarading  the  streets  A\  itli 
bands  and  banners,  and  by  out-y(dling  tlie  partisans  of  other 
candidates  within  the  w  alls  of  the  AVigwam. 

But  Lincoln  was  the  choice  of  Illinois,  and  thert'  was  pb'nty 
of  wind  in  its  l>udding  meti'oj)olis  (n'en  then  to  do  a  good  business 
at  counter-y(dling.  How  great  was  the  real  eftici(Uicy,'"  con- 
tinues rrofess(U-  Ab>rse,  "  of  these  tactics  in  aiYecting  the  (dioice 
of  tlie  ruler  of  a  great  nation,  commi udy  accounte<l  intelligent, 
it  is  difficult  to  say  with  accuracy;  but  it  is  C(n-tain  that  the  ex- 
I)erl  nuuiagers  spared  no  pains  abmit  this  sceidc  business  of  en- 
thusiasm." It  may  well  cause  us  to  hang  oui-  heads  a  little  as 
Ave  reflect  that  this  "scenic  business"  is  the  common  custtun  at 
our  quadreiinial  convejitions.  But  it  is  pai't icularly  sad  that 
such  denu'auing  sights  and  soumls  accom]ianie(l  the  choice  of  a 
I*resident  at  the  portentous  mouu'ut  in  question. 
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Amid  tliis  ii;ir;uliiii^  of  haniicis  and  i'i\;ili-y  of  iiowls,  meant  to 
edify  t  lic'  soul  of  pal  riot  ism  and  to  conNincc  the  i-cason  of  an  i  ni  <■!- 
liucnt  ritizcnsliip,  tiic  winninu  of  Notes  for  the  most  a\ailal)le 
candidate  w  as  to  on.  IOx-(  ;o\  ernor  Sew  ard,  of  New  Voi'l;, 
rose  lii^li  al)o\('  tlie  rest.  He  had  occupied  1  he  exalteil  positions 
of  ^i;(>vernor  of  a  State,  and  senator  of  tlie  rnited  States.  In  the 
auj;iist  (diamlier  of  tlie  ^-onnlry's  S<'nate  he  had  taken  an  ai;^fes- 
sive  stand  against  sIa\"eTy,  w  lnai  men  <'ven  of  \\'el»ster's  calilier 
hesitated  and  1iimnie<l.  In  a  speech  at  1  locdiest ei-,  in  Octobei-, 
385S,  as  we  have  alreadv  s<'e]i,  he  us"d  th<'  phrase  whi(di  Ixm  ame 
immortal,  callinu  the  anti-shnery  ai:,iiation  the  "  irre[)ressilde 
C(jntliit."  , 

Yet  stran.!L!(dy  eiionuh,  this  hohl  stand,  even  in  18('i0,  was  to 
his  disad\anta,!L!,e.    Men  even  yet  shrank  from  hurlini;  the  ,i;auut- 


yet  it  will  hear  repeatinu  as  a  part  of  the  history  of  New  "N'ork' 
Stale.  The  whole  nnmi)er  of  ^■otes  cast  at  each  ballot  was  four 
liundred  and  sixty-live.  This  require<l  a  vote  of  two  hundred  and 
thirty-three  in  ordej-  to  elfeci  a  choice  of  a  candidate.  Tlie  lirst 
ballot  resulted  in  a  ^\ay  to  show  who  had  the  greatest  followinu 
to  be^in  with,  and  also  that  there  were  only  t  wo  men  prominent  ly 
before  tlie  coTivention.  Sewaid  recei\-ed  one  hundred  and 
seventy-three  and  one-half  votes  and  l,in(i)ln  one  hundred  and 


let  of  detiance  to(»  violently  in  the  face 
of  their  (!}>i.onents.  It  was  because  Tan- 
coin  Avas  sni)posed  to  be  not  (piite  so 
radical  an  abolitionist  as  Seward  that 
he  gained  the  nomination.  Vet,  in  fact, 
Lincoln  was  as  far  advanct'd  on  that  lim' 
as  his  nn)s(  formidabh'  rival,  lie  Avas 
chosen,  as  TSlaine  said  later,  "  in  sjiiic  of 
expi'cssions  fai-  more  radical  than  those 
of  ]Mr.  Seward."  It  is  cnrious  and  siunili- 
cant  that  this  shoidd  have  been  ///  v/^/Vc 
instead  of  hn-inisc. 


GOV.  WILLIAM  C.  liOCCK. 


The  story  of  the  balloting  is  familiar, 
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lun.  The  next  Iii.ubcst  fi^iivc  fell  at  once  to  l(>ss  than  luilf  nf 
|,iiic(»lu"s;  and  ( Jret'Iev's  man,  Hates,  liad  only  foit y-ci^iit  xotcs. 
Wlien  the  see(Mi(l  balh)tinu  was  tinishcd,  ii  aitpoaicil  tliat  New 
York's  standard  beai'er  liad  ucnc  np  a  frw  ixtints,  the  Note  for 
liini  l>ein;^  one  huii(lr(Ml  an<l  i'iL:hty-tonr  and  oncdialf.  Uut  i.in 
coin's  had  •^•ono  uj)  nnicli  nior.'.  and  was  dan^oi'msl y  noar  at  oni- 
liundred  aiul  eighty-one.  F>otli,  howcwr,  wore  tjiiiic  far  from  the 
required  two  hiindiM^d  and  thirty-throe. 

At  the  conclusion  of  tlio  tlurd  ballot  there  was  as  yet  no  clioicc; , 
Seward  had  gone  down  to  one  InindKMl  and  eighty,  whih'  T/mi-(iln 
liad  almost  reached  the  goal  ^^'itll  two  hundred  and  fhirty-oiu' 
and  one-half.  So  mattei'S  stood  before  tlie  eager  eyes  of  all  those 
\^  ho  had  ke])t  tally  as  Hie  votes  of  the  States  were  aniioiinced, 
and  when  the  last  State  on  the  ridl  liad  been  ealletl.  T.nt  ei-e  thi' 
otiicial  declai'ation  of  the  vote  could  be  nuule,  the  Ohio  delega- 
tion transferred  foui-  of  its  votes  to  Lineoln,  and  the  die  was  east. 

Deafening  cheer-s  and  other  wild  e.vpi'essions  of  eiitliusiasm 
gave  relief  to  the  pent-U]»  feelings  of  the  pi-eceding  moments, 
and  Avhen  (juiet  had  be»Mi  restored  William  ^I.  J:;\ai  ts,  the  leader 
of  tlie  New  York  delegation,  who  had  nominated  ex-(b)\-ernor 
Sewai-d,  now  grai-efully  mo\'ed  to  nialvc  Idneoln's  nomination 
unanimous.  This  ^\-as  the  signal  for  another  outburst,  with 
which  no  seusilde  man  can  fiml  fault.  Yet  we  can  not,  \\ithout 
approbation,  eite  I*rofessor  Morse  again  as  to  wliat  followed  the 
adjournment  of  the  convention:  "Then  for  many  hours,  till  <'X- 
haustion  brought  rest.  Chicago  was  given  over  to  the  wonted 
follies:  canufui  boomed,  music  resounded,  and  streets  and  bai'- 
rooms  were  tilled  A^itll  the  ho^^ling  and  drinlcing  crowds  of  (he 
intelligent  promoters  of  one  of  the  greatest  moral  crusades  of  the 
huuian  race." 

New  York's  candidate  for  the  Presidency  in  the  great  crisis 
that  was  im]»endiu_g  was  not  tak(Ui,  and  New  ^'ork  is  as  wel' 
satished  that  he  ^^■as  not.  now  that  \Ae  all  know  what  la'ncidn  was, 
as  any  of  tlie  other  States  of  the  T'nion.  And  yet  Liiu'oln  fully 
ap])!'eciate(l  the  man  who  came  so  near  to  taking  the  pri/.<'  from 
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him.  Tlirrc  w:is  a  hai'i;aiii  anions  tlif  iiiaHa_ui-i  s,  i-xpi  cssl  v 
aj;aiiist  Liiicohrs  ads  ice,  U>r  the  trcasur\ slii[).  Tlicrc  was  none 
Avhatcvd'  for  the  cliid'  pitst  in  llic  cabiiict,  but  Liiicolii  rlnisc 
William  11.  ScwarJ  to  be  his  scrrriaiy  (if  stalt-.  And  Xt-w  ^'ork 
may  well  be  pi-oml  of  his  career  in  that  exalted  station  during; 
the  awful  ci-isis  of  tlie  next  few  years. 

There  wei'e  mtuiieuts  when  tin'  en<'mi<'s  of  our  republic  in 
I']ni;]and  and  I'rance  imagined  the  oj>j)oi't unity  iiail  conu'  for 
w  hich  thi'y  longed  lo  h-t  slij»  ihe  do_i;s  of  w  ar,  and  aid  t  lie  Con- 
federacy in  pernuinently  disrn])t  ini^  tlie  Tnion.  iMiuland  w  as 
ready  to  cast  to  the  w  inds  her  boasted  hatred  of  slavery,  w  lien  tlie 
arrest  of  ^Mason  and  Slidell,  ('onfe<h  i-;i t<'  emissaries  talvcn  from  a 
British  vessel,  seemed  to  offer  cause  for  w  ar  against  us.  I>ut  the 
clear  head  of  tlie  secretary  (d'  st;ile  i)enet]-ated  to  the  erroj'  of  the 
case  telling  a.uainst  us.  and  suptporied  by  the  courage  of  I  lie  I'resi- 
deut,  nobly  I'epaiied  the  wrong  we  had  done,  and  remoNcd  the 
pretext  foi'  foreign  a.ssault. 

So,  again,  \\as  Xa]Mde(ni  the  Little  i-eady  to  engage  in  his  be- 
loved theatrii  ;ils  against  us,  w  hen  he  had  nutde  u}»  his  mind  to 
set  uji  an  enii)ii-e  in  Mexico,  lie  could  not  be  stopped  creating 
a  spectatde,  bur  he  was  c(unpelled  to  keej)  his  hands  off  in  our 
(juarrel  wWh  ilie  South.  The  historian,  .Alotley,  was  then  Tnited 
States  ^liniste]'  To  Austria,  one  of  whose  archdukes  \sas  wanted 
lo  heail  the  Mexican  maiuMner,  and  it  was  through  liim  that 
Secretary  Seward  sent  his  instructions.  In  one  t)f  ]\lo1]ey"s  let- 
ters we  find  some  observal  i(Uis  in  regai-d  to  this  incident,  and  a 
high  eulogy  of  Seward:  "  l'"ortunate]y  onr  President  is  as  luuiest 
and  upright  a  man  as  ever  lived,  and  there  is  no  Minister  of 
Foreign  Alfairs  living  to  comi)ai'e  in  ability  with  Seward.  1 
thiid-:  he  will  sieer  us  (lear  of  war,  and  a  foreign  war  is  the  (udy 
thing  which  can  save  the  rebellion  fi-om  <'Xterminarion."" 

"SA'hen  it  came  to  the  actual  breal-;  of  the  strain  that  h;id  been 
put  for  years  upon  the  bonds  t  hat  hch]  the  ruion  together,  many 
men  in  New  "^'oik  State  made  cle.ir  consciences  for  tlu'mseh'es  in 
the  event  of  war  by  doing  all  that  could  be  dcuu'  to  preser\-e  the 
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jifiu'i*.  r'i'oin  Dicciiibci',  1800,  to  Ajiril,  18(il,  one  aftor  aiuithci- 
State  ill  tilt'  South  foi'iiial] y  tlirow  uj)  tlic  coiistiliitioiial  (•<)iiipact. 
;iiul  (Icclai'cd  lliat  tlicy  iio  loiii;i'r  (»\v<m1  .illcniaiicc  to  the  I'tiitcil 
States.  It  was  in  the  midst  of  ttie  intense  excitenient  tiiiiiiinL;- 
the  nation  from  one  end  to  tlie  otlier.  that  Jhe  New  Voik  Le,L;is- 
hittire  met  on  Januai'v  '2,  ISC.I.  It  was  ovei'wlielmini;Iy  Kei)nl)- 
lifan,  and  Ciovernor  Moruan's  position  on  th(-  issues  of  thai  day 
w  ill  not  easily  be  niistak<'n  to-day.  Yet  in  his  niessaiic  the  i;-ov- 
enioi-  strongly  advocated  reeoneiliation.  "  Let  New  York,""  he 
said,  set  an  example  in  this  respect;  let  lier  o]»]>ose  no  barrier; 
but  let  her  representatives  in  Con<iress  iiive  reaily  support  to  any 
just  and  honorable  settlement;  let  hei-  stand  in  hostility  (o  none, 
but  extend  the  hand  of  friendship  to  all." 

The  !j;()\ernor"s  anxiety  for  })eace,  however,  almost  led  him  too 
far,  when  he  urL;ed  the  expediency  of  re- 
pealing the  statute  giving  liberty  to  every 
slave  whose  feet  sliould  tread  the  soil  of 
New  York,  and  w  hich  had  liberated  Mr. 
Lemmon's  eiglit  slaves  beyoinl  the  hope  of 
reca])ture.  Ho^wever  much  or  little  the 
Legislature  might  ha\-e  been  incdined  to 
second  runernor  Morgan's  efforts  to  keep 
tlie  peace  when  the  message  was  delivered, 
events  were  crowding  upon  each  other 
\\  liich  mad(  \\  ar  moic  and  more  inevitable. 
On  January  11  it  passed  a  lesolution  in- 
dorsing Presiihmt  limdianan's  denunciation  of  an  assault  on  a 
United  States  su})idy-sliip  in  (diarleston  harbor,  whitdi  even  his 
administration  could  not  pass  by  unrebuked. 

isevertludess,  a  strong  appeal  for  peace  and  moderation  came 
forth  from  N(»w  York  in  the  shajx'  of  resolutions  adopted  at  the 
so-called  "Pine  Street  meeting"'  in  New  York  City.  Private 
letters  \\'ere  circulated  to  men  of  prominence  all  over  the  State, 
inviting  them  to  attend  a  peace  convention,  to  be  h<dd  without 
regard  to  party  atliliations,  on  December  15,  1S()0,  about  a  month 
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after  LiiH'oln's  clfction.  So  general  was  tlic  rcsjxyiisc  that  two 
bouses,  instead  (»f  t!ie  one  pfe\ioiisI_v  en,i;aL;('(l  in  Tine  Sti-rct, 
were  needed  to  accom niodat(  tliose  wlio  attcndi'd.  Aiiiotiu  lliosc 
presf'Ut  and  act  i\  ('  in  t  lie  in'ococdin^s  were  -lolm  A.  I  >ix,  W'iliiani 
P..  Astof,  Sainind  J.  Tildrn,  Koyal  J'nel|»s.  aii<l  t'lie  oininent 
lau  yef,  (  "liai  ies  ()'('onof,  u  as  cliosen  to  ]ii-esidt'. 

Tlie  I'esoliitions  breathed  a  siiirit  of  fialerinty,  aTid  expr<'ssed 
a  strong'  desire  for  tlie  inaiiitenanee  of  the  Tnion.  Not  content 
with  the  formal  hiiii;naue  necessarily  emphiyed  in  such  ]iar- 
liamentary  statements,  a  letti-r  ^^■as  drawn  up  to  accompany 
them,  addressed  to  tlieir  FeUow  Citizens  and  r>retliren  of  llie 
h'outli,'"  AA  ]ii(di  affoi(h'd  an  oi)i)ort  unity  f(U-  more  f<'rvent  jdeadinu'. 
In  this  tlie  peacemakers  said,  anions  many  other  tiling's:  "  We 
make  this  ap])eal  to  you  in  entire  eonlidence  1  iiat  it  will  not  ho 
repulsed.  .  .  .  \\'e  will  not  review  the  dark  history  of  the 
aggression  and  insult  visited  upon  you  ))v  aholitioiusts  and  their 
abettors  duriny  the  last  thirty-live  years.  Our  detestation  of 
these  acts  of  hostility  is  not  inferior  to  your  own.  .  .  .  We 
call  on  you  as  friends  to  delay  actioti  until  wi'  can  induce  those 
throuL'h  A\hose  ngetic>'  the  evil  has  been  brought  ujiou  us,  to 
listen  to  the  voice  of  reason  ami  duty."  Unfortumit<dy  the  a])i)(\il 
canie  too  late,  and  perhajis  an  ear'lier  i)romulgation  of  it  would 
have  been  just  as  vain.  On  Decniber  20.  l^^rd),  live  days  after 
the  date  set  for  the  ])eace  convention  in  Pine  Street,  South  Caro- 
lina secede(l  fr(un  the  17nion. 

Still  the  friends  of  {n-ace  would  not  give  up  hope.  A  mass- 
meeting  of  citizens  was  called  at  Cooper  Institute  on  January  2S, 
18()1.  ^len  prounneut  in  l)oth  the  Pe]tublicau  and  Democratic 
l)arties  addressed  the  multitude  assembled  in  the  great  and 
famous  hall  id'  that  building:  and  the  action  taken  was  the  aj)- 
[•oinfment  of -Tames  T.  P>rady,  Coruelitis  K.  (larrison,  and  A]»ple- 
ton  Oaksmith  as  a  committee  to  visit  every  one  of  the  seceding 
Southern  States.  They  were  directeil  "  to  confer  in  regard  to  the 
measures  best  cah  ulati d  to  restore  the  peace  and  integrity  of 
the  Cnion." 


THt:  E.MIMUi: 


STATK    IX    TllUEK  CKXTLKHIS. 


203 


Nor  was  the  metr()]Milis  aloiic  in  tliis  (Icsirc  for  peace,  if  pcarc 
wcix'  [(ossihie.  Jaiiuaiy  ."51,  ISGl,  a  niass-incctiii.u  was  callfM] 
fell'  at  TwcMldli'  Hall,  in  Albany.  Jiuli;<'  Aniasa  .1.  Taikcr  was 
chosen  cliairnian,  and  cx-dovci'noi-  St-ynioni-  and  e\-(  "lianccllur 
WalworUi  were  amoiii;  the  sjteakers.  Tlu  chairinan,  in  his 
s|)eeeh,  earnestly  coJitended  for  conciliaioi-y  nietliods,  for  eon- 
(■eding  all  that  eould  be  i^ranted  with  honor,  and  was  in  favor 
(d"  tryiuj4'  more  eoniproiuisc  s  in  aiblif  ion  to  t Iiose  w  hiidi  had  so  sig- 
nally failed  to  avert  the  evil  day  m^w  upon  the  nation.  Mr.  Sey- 
nionr  asked  (and  we  must  remember  that  it  ^\"as  before  tlie  war. 
and,  therefore,  as  yet  an  absti'aet  (jurstion  bv  no  means  treasona- 
ble to  a.sl<  th(Mi)  "  if  snecessful  coercion  by  the  North  is  less  revo- 
lutionary than  successful  secessiim  by  the  South?" 

iMeautime  six  States  had  already  seceded — South  Carolina. 
Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama,  Lt)uisiana,  and  IMississipjti — and  on 
February  4,  ISGl,  delegates  met  at  ^b)n1gomery,  Ala.,  and  formed 
a  union  under  the  name  of  The  Confederate  States  of  ..\merica," 
with  a  provisional  president  Iti  the  ])erson  of  •T<'ffersoii  Davis,  of 
Mississippi.  And,  strangi-  to  say,  the  historian  of  New  Yia'k 
State  who  ^^  ishes  to  be  careful  to  note  all  the  (bift  of  sentiment 
at  this  momentous  period,  lias  to  recoi-d  tlu^  instance  of  an  (^dio 
of  the  secession  movement  as  far  up  North  as  the  mouth  of  Hm' 
Hudson.  On  January  7.  ISfU,  the  mayor  of  New  York  City,  the 
l»ictui'esque  and  astonishing  Fernando  \Vood — the  i(h)l  of  the 
"  Dead  Kabbits  "  and  "  Rowery  Boys  (  factions  in  local  ptditics) 
— sent  in  his  annual  message  to  the  Common  Council. 

In  this  he  declared  with  mmdi  unction  and  oracular  t^niphasis, 
that  since  South  Carolina  ami  a  few  other  States  had  broken 
away  from  their  allegiance,  disunion  was  "  a  hxed  fact."  Ac 
cordingly  it  seemed  best  to  him  to  add  to  this  fact,  and  lix  i; 
more  firmly  uixm  the  hajdess  country.  He  pi'(->posed  that  a  new 
State  should  be  f(H'med,  consisting  of  Manhattan,  T>ong,  and 
Staten  Islands,  and  to  be  called,  ther(d'ore,  Tri-lnsula."  TIkmi. 
.is  the  I^nion  was  no  longer  intact,  this  new  Stat<'  would  not  ne(^d 
to  be  incorporated  \Nith  the  disintegrating  fabric,  but  wiuild  go 
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on  at  once  as  free  and  iinlcpoiidenl.  The  Coiniiion  ('(Hiiicil 
adopted  tlie  siiuuestion  w  ith  ureat  eiithiisiasin,  but  Ix-forr  all  liic 
an'aiiucim'iits  incidental  to  this  n(»\"el  e\]i('riin<'nt  conld  Im-  cum- 
ph'led,  the  i;iins  directed  against  I'cft  Snnil<'i-  chan;j,e<l  t  he  minds 
of  tliesc  disloval  inai;isi  i-ates,  and  tlicy  tni-ned  ah(nit  and  uhid- 
(h'licd  the  heart  ef  Mr.  Lincfdn  with  an  aj)]»ro]iriati(»n  of  one 
iniiiion  dollars  for  the  niitional  deft-nsc. 

As  tlie  Uidon  seemed  to  Ix'  falling;  to  ]»ieces  toward,  tlic  close  of 
President  I^inhanan's  administration,  nothinu'  was  done  that 
coidd  very  elfoct i\-(dy  stay  the  proiiress  of  rclxdlion  to  its  an- 
tliority.  Yet  amid  a  lot  of  feoble  tcmi»orizinu  and  fatal  liesit;it- 
ing,  one  true,  elear  note  of  manh'  decision  ran^'  out,  j)roee('din!4 


officers  of  the  secedinu-  !-^tates,  and  he,  therefore,  sent  a  special 
agent  of  the  government  to  Xe\\  Orleans,  Mobile,  and  (lalveston 
to  pnt  an  end  to  sm  h  seizures. 

On  January  20,  ISC.l.  this  agent  telegraphed  Secretary  Dix 
that  Captain  IJreshwood.  in  comman<l  of  a  rcveinn^  cutter  at  New 
Orleans,  refused  to  comply  A\ith  the  regulations  of  the  drpart- 
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from  a  man  of  Now  York. 
In  January,  ISIil,  when 
liistei'm  had  less  than  two 
Uionths  to  run,  I*resident 
Uuchanan  invited  John  A. 
Dix  to  be  Ksecretary  of  the 
treasury.  lie  was  an  un- 
doubted antagonist  of 
shnei'y.  He  had  received 
tht^  thanks  of  the  Barn- 
b  u  r  n  e  r  convent  ion,  at 
Utica,  in  I'ebruary,  ISIS, 
for  sup])orting  the  "  W'il- 
mot  ]\-oviso.'"  He  found 
on  assuming  oHice  that 
many  of  the  revenue  cut- 
ters had  been  seized  by 
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iiu'iit.  On  the  spur  of  the  mmiK-nt  he  wrote  a  (lisi)atcli  whieli  has 
since  become  famous  :  "Tell  Lieutenant  Caldwell  to  arrest  Cap- 
tain J'.reslnvo'od,  assume  command  of  the  cutter,  and  obey  the 
<>r<Ter  I  'jXiWc  to  you.  If  Captain  liresliwood.  after  arrest,  under- 
takes to  interfere  with  1  he  command  of  I  he  cutter,  tell  T/ieutenaut 
('al(h\  (dl  to  considiT-  iiim  as  a  mutiiuM'i'  and  treat  him  accordingly. 
//  (till/  one  uttriii pt.s  to  Jmiil  (l()H  ii  tlir  Aiii<  riaiii  [hiij,  sluxit  Ji'nii  on  IIk 
.s/<f>/.'"  A  few  sucli  resolute  measures,  and  more  of  the  spirit  that 
was  back  of  these  words,  mii:ht  ha\e  made  the  ir^outh  pause  aud 
consider  nmri'  seriously  whether  it  had  better  provoke  attack. 

Hut  the  first  bolt  out  of  the  thunder-clouds  of  war  ^atlierin.jj;'  so 
swiftly,  soon  stru(dc,  aud  set  on  fire  the  flames  of  tierce  hate  Ion;;' 
smolderin<4  beneath  the  surface.  ]>iuduiuan's  term  ende(l,  and 
Lincoln  was  inaiii;urated  on  ^larch  4,  18G1.  Lincoln's  elcctiini 
had  been  the  si<inal  for  secessi(Mi;  not  loni;-  after  his  inauguration 
the  conflict  of  arms  burst  foi-t  h.  and  the  lla^-  that  floated  over  Vori 
Sumter  had  to  be  hauled  down.  Then  came  the  call  for  troops, 
and  the  appeal  for  means  to  jtrosecute  the  war  force*]  u[»on  the 
North,  and  from  no  State  in  tlu^  Lnion  was  there  a  more  cordial 
response  to  both  these  calls  than  from  our  own. 

Even  in  January,  after  the  tiring  upon  the  su]iply-ship  in 
rharlest<m  Harbor,  as  we  note(L  the  Legislature  had  spoken  out 
boldly  for  the  maintenance  of  tho  Lnion,  and  directed  the  ,u'ov- 
ernor  to  tender  to  the  Presidcnr  "  whatt'ver  aid  in  men  and  money 
may  be  re(]uire(L-'  And  sf)  when  the  first  blow  had  been  struck, 
and  Presid<*nt  Linc(dn  called  for  troops  to  defend  the  caj»ital. 
men  in  <^Teat  mnUitudos  ]»onr<'d  from  the  State  to  the  far  distant 
fields  of  strife.  One  week  after  Sumter's  flag  had  been  hauled 
do^A'n  by  the  en(uny,  the  fam(»iis  Seventh  liegiment  of  New  ^'oI•k 
City  was  already  on  the  way  to  Washington.  On  April  20  three 
regiments  weri'  on  the  way — the  Sixth,  the  Tw(dfth,  and  the 
Seventy-first.  On  April  2:}  foui*  more  wi^vo  marching- -the 
Eighth.  Tliirte<'iith,  Twenty-eigh.t h,  and  Sixty-ninth.  And  so 
also  did  P.rooklyn  sen<l  forth  her  best  and  bra^■est. 

r»ut  the  r<^s]ionst'  in  men  was  not  confined  to  this  gn-at  cent.-r 
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of  poiiiilat  ion.  Evcrv  county  in  the  Stale  rtu  uislKMl  iis  (jnola  nl' 
volunteers.  The  militia  of  New  \i>ik  was  in  a  liiuli  state  of 
inilitai-y  <'llieiem-y,  and  all  tllI■(lll^ll  iIm'  war  llie  militia  otlicers 
of  the  State  siipiilied  the  volunteer  armies  of  the  I'liioii  with 
offiecrs.  The  factories  (»!'  the  Stale  were  busy  (la_\  and  ni-lil 
sii[)[»lyin_i;  the  troo[)s  with  arms,  clothing;,  and  oilier  e(|ui|mients. 
At  the  ^\'alervliel  Armory,  at  \\'est  'i'l-oy,  fifl<'en  Imndred  men 
were  eni])k)ye<l  constantly.  The  tirst  million  dollars  foi-  the 
equipment  of  tro<»]is  came  from  the  hitherto  so  <lisloyal  ('(nnmon 
Council  of  New  York  ("ity.  The  city  gave  11(J,000  men  at  an 
expense  of  SJ 4,300,000;  th(_'  whole  State  gave  475,000  men,  or 
nntre  than  one-sixth  of  the  entire  national  f(trce. 

The  resixtnse  in  money  was  no  less  gratifying.  The  imim.Mliate 
ami  timely  a]>pro])riatioii  of  a  nullion  dollars  by  the  Common 
Council  of  New  York  has  alread.v  been  noticed.  It  (.le<'ply  affected 
President  Lincoln,  [)roceeding  from  the  source  it  did.  llesiiles, 
in  the  course  of  three  months,  the  cily  i-aised  one  linndre(l  and 
fifty  millions  of  dollars  in  aid  of  the  goveiiiuKMit.  llijston  re- 
duced her  (juota  of  the  loan  asked  for  from  thirty  per  cent,  to 
twenty  jter  cent.  New  '^'(jrk  not  only  fully  met  her  own  (|uota, 
but  sbouldei'ed  the  I'ejected  ten  pvi  cent  of  r>(jston.  "  At  the  close 
of  the  year  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  announced  the  astound- 
ing fact  that  of  the  s2<;o,000,000  borrowed  by  the  goverumeut, 
New  York  had  furnished  no  less  than  s210,000,000." 

Later,  ^\dlen  the  salutary  commissi(»u  had  been  organiz<.'d  and 
had  instituted  the  celebrated  fairs  in  aid  of  the  hospitals  at  the 
front,  again  remai  kable  icsulls  in  a  financial  way  were  realizeil 
in  NeAV  York  and  IJrooklyn.  In  Chicago  the  fair  yielded  x(;0,()00; 
in  Boston  si  10,000.  Cincinnati,  with  s^oO.OOO  raised,  thought 
that  it  c-ould  not  be  outdone.  Ibit  Ibooklyn  surpassed  her,  suc- 
ceeding in  raising  the  sum  of  s b»2,!)4o.T4.  While  the  metropolis 
vindicated  its  financial  sti'ength  by  towering  over  all  competi- 
tors with  the  sum  of  sl.lOO.iMiO. 

L'nlike  tlu'  v.ai-s  hitherto  noticed  iwilh  the  ^Mexican  AVar  New- 
York  had  no  prominent  connectiiui )  the  Civil  War  was  wagerl  far 
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frniii  lu'i*  bonlcrs.  I'lini^rsaiies  of  the  South  did  indcfd  ciiiiio  into 
various  cities  across  the  convciiiciit  ri\cr  Irom  Canada  to 
foincnt  discord  and  to  make  an  occasional  incendiary  atteiujil. 
r.ut  the  carnaue,  and  f'nry,  an<l  i;loi-y  or  disaslei'  of  batth'  did  not 
iM\ade  her  teri'itory  as  in  tlie  ilays  of  tlie  W'ar.of  iSll*  and  of  tlie 
Kevolution,  and  (d'  the  many  savap,e  contlicts  l)efuie  these. 

Yet  in  some  ])arts  of  tlie  State  the  pomj)  and  circumsta^^ice  of 
war  ■\vei*e  made  very  evident.  Troops  were  broui^ht  from  all 
parts  of  the  North  to  be  seasoned  by  cam]*  life  to  the  more  senons 
hardshijis  of  campaign.  .V  cam])  vas  established  at  East 
York,  back  (tf  15rooklyn.  on  I.on^  Island,  which  brouj^ht  to  tht* 
iiei,i;hborin^  towns  not  only  a  real- 
izing sense  that  war  was  upon  the 
nation,  bnt  also  that  some  very 
disagreeable  and  disgracefnl  ac- 
companiments chai'acterized  the 
soldiei-'s  su])])osed  car<'ei"  of  glory. 
Staten  Island  was  utilized  to  a  re- 
markable degree  for  these  pur- 
poses, ^lore  than  a  dozen  locali- 
ties along  the  north,  the  east,  an<l 
the  south  shores  of  the  island 
were  selected  as  camping  grounds 
for  the  troops. 

And  even  Staten  Island  was 
not  e(]ual  as  a  recruiting  station 
to  the  cit}-  of  lOlmira;  while 
prisons  for  Southern  soldiers 
were  distribnted  in  great  aliuudance  through  the  western  and 
central  part  of  the  State. 

Another  way  in  which  the  war  was  lirought  home  to  the  doois 
of  peojde  in  Xcnv  York,  was  by  nu^ms  (d'  tin'  disgracefnl  di-aft 
riots  in  New  Yoik  TMty  in  the  suinniei'  of  ISfi.'l  \i  that  tinu^ 
Horatio  Seymour  was  again  govcnaior  of  tlu'  State.  We  have 
already  seen  that  Mi-.  Seyuiour  was  abb'  to  connnand  large  votes 
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in  his  State,  and  must,  therefore,  have  inipi-essed  many  nf  his 
fellow-citizens  w  iih  eontidenee  in  his  (  haiaeter  or  attaehnient  in 
liisj)erson.  In  IS.jO,  when  he  was  hrst  uuminatiMl  for  L;(iv<Miior, 
his  competitor  dof called  him  hv  but  litth'  over  two  hundicd  Notes; 
in  1852  hi'  was  elected  by  a  iiiajoriry  of  nearly  twenty-three  thnu- 
sand;  and  in  is.ji  he  met  defeat  a.^ain  witli  only  three  luiudn'd 
votes  lacd^inu-  to  elect  him.  As  a  Democrat  he  was  prominent  at 
the  national  convention  of  is.">(i,  which  nominated  James  F.n- 
chanan;  but  at  a  meetinii  of  the  Democratic  party  at  Utica,  his 
home,  in  1S(;2,  he  iine(p,ii\-ocally  declared  that  it  should  be,  and 
was  the  purj»ose  t)t  D<*mocrats,  to  u[)hold  the  ^'overnment  and  the 
Union.  lie  contributed  lari^ely  to  the  funds  i-aised  in  Oneida 
County  to  equip  troops  and  send  them  to  the  front. 

As  (tovernor  Mor;;an's  second  term  was  ending',  the  ex-ji'ov- 
ernor  was  again  nominated  for  the  i)osition  by  his  party.  In  the 
course  of  the  ensuing  j)olitical  camjiaigii  he  did  what  was  quite 
an  unprecedented  thing  then.  lie  traveled  from  one  end  (d"  the 
State  to  the  other  making  speeches,  some  weeks  speaking  as 
many  as  nine  times,  which  must  have  been  rather  wearing  on  a 
man  past  hfty.  lie  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  ten  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  tifty-tw(^).  We  may  brielly  sum  up  liis  subse- 
quent career.  He  N\'as  nominated  for  gcncrnor  for  the  lifth  time 
in  1SG4,  but  he  was  defeated.  During  the  hrst  Presidential  cam- 
paign after  the  war,  in  18GS.  his  pai-ty  placed  him  in  nomination 
against  (Jeneral  (  Irant.  It  was  im]tossible  to  overcome  the  poi)U- 
larily  of  the  conqueror  of  the  South;  yet  Seynu»ur"s  ])oi)ular  vote 
was  2,709,213,  against  3.0ir),0TI  for  (irant.  After  this  last 
emergence  into  public  notice.  Governor  Seynnnir  retired  per- 
manently to  private  life  at  D-'erliidd  IliMs,  a  county  seat  imme- 
dia((dy  o])posite  Utica,  on  th''  n(<iih  side  of  the  Mohawk  lliver, 
whei'e  he  died  on  Fcdtruary  12.  1SS»],  at  tlie  age  of  seventy-six 
years,  and  ahnost  precisely  one-half  year  after  the  dcatli  of  (omi- 
eral  Orant. 

It  fell  to  the  lot  of  rrovernor  Sevmonr  to  deal  A\  itli  a  very  deli- 
cate sul)j(M  t  dui  iTig  his  first  year  as  governor,  in  1SG3,  and  per- 
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liai»s  bcrnusc  lie  ilid  not  hati'lli'  it  in  tlii'  nmst  discfcci  manin'i- 
t  lia I  HI i^lit  iia vc  liccn  pi issiltic,  t  he  d  is^i  acc  a  im I  ( I isast  cr  I  lia  I  IV 1 1 
ui)<>i'.  the  city,  and  tliioni^li  il  npnn  iIk'  Slali'  of  New  ^'ori^,  (le- 
(•iirf('(l.  In  lii^  ni('svau<-  ininicdiaicl  y  after  iIm-  i  na  u^nra  I  ii  ni,  lie 
liad  si'\'('r<'Iy  n-i  t  iciscil  tli«'  ad  ni  i  nisi  ra  I  inn  IVr  its  conduct  of  llir 
war.  lie  cliarucd  ex  ira  \  a  uam-c  and  coi-rn  |  it  ion  ai^ainsl  il.  and 
jilso  vi<tla(ions  of  the  constiMition  and  the  laws  of  llu'  coTinti-y. 
AltlioUL'h  ho  couidcract cd  the  infopcnci  s  of  disloyally  Ity  ondin!^' 
u[)  the  nicssauc  with  dcida  ra !  ions  lliat  llic  situation,  as  now 
ci't'uUMl,  must  be  acccj)(('d :  that  tiic  Tnion  must  he  I'cstorcil,  ami 
that  iiinh'r  no  circuinstanccs  a  di\ision  of  the  nation  was  to  he 
tol('i-atc(l ;  yet  an  at  I a(dc  in  so  hiuli  a  ( | uai'l  or  and  fi-oni  so  r('sp(.'ct - 
able  a  source  could  not  bn_t  do  harm. 

"  This  arraii^nment  (d'  the  national  u(>\'ernment,"  says  Lossin^-, 
''at  the  bar  of  }»iddit-  oi)iniou  liy  the  disi  inuuislied  ^owrnor  of 
the  great  comnnuiwealt  h  of  New  York,  liad  a  iiowerful  iulluence 
in  cooling  the  ardoi'  of  the  h)yal  jieople,  ]»a  !•!  iciila  rly  in  Ids  own 
State.  .  .  .  The  J'eace  Inaction  made  the  nn'ssage  tlie  instru- 
ment foi'  the  discourageuM'iit  of  \  ()lnnte<'ring."  Aside  f)-oni 
the  enthusiasm  w  hitdi  sent  tens  of  tiionsands  of  men  to  tlie  fi-ont 
in  ISOl  had  vei-y  nun  h  run  out  two  years  latei-  when  the  war 
Avas  still  goir.g  on  and  no  \ery  decisi\c  a(diie\ ements  had  been 
realized  against  secession.  To  ^et  an  ai-my  together,  therefoic, 
niaijy  eminent  men  in  the  country  ad\ised  the  President  to  in- 
troduce tiie  luiropean  method  of  conscri  [d  ion.  hi  this  way,  too, 
it  was  thought  that  nn)re  eflicient  ai-mies  could  be  secui-ed,  as 
voluideeis  w  ere  loat  h  to  submit  to  discijdine.  ( >n  .March."!,  ISiV.], 
Congress  jtassed  the  ••  I']nrollnient  and  ( 'onscri  pt  ion  .\cl,"'  author- 
izing the  1' res  id  en  t  t  o  ordei-  ;i  di-a  wing  <  d'  lot  s  by  cit  izens  itet  ween 
the  ages  of  lwenly-fi\c  and  fort \-fi\ c,  but  the  men  drafleil  were 
alhnved  to  ])ay  -'^.">()()  for  a  sid»stitute. 

It  seems  that  the  deNice  id'  the  di'aft  needed  apidicaticui  to 
New  York  Stale  sooiiei-  than  elsewhere.  At  the  end  t>(  \SV,'2  it 
was  reported  to  t  he  depart  nient  id'  wa  i-  that  this  State,  since  .Tulv 
of  that  year,  was  short  in  the  (juota  <d'  iis  volunteers  ^S,.")!?  men; 
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of  tlicsi-  7H>  1<'>S  lliiiii  Kicii  v,(-i-<-  due  fiDin   Vcw  V()i-|< 

;i  lull".     'I'lic  ri)I:>i-l  i  |<l  inn  >i-<lili-<i  ;i.  W ()]■>(•  \'io I ;i  I  i i ) li  of  t  ll<-  I'f  <Iist  i  Ml 
\]i>]\  tu  '  i'l'.'ciJiui-  S<-yiiiiiiii-  lli.iii  ,iiiy  lie  Ii;mI  in  inifi'l  in  hi- 

mcs>-;iL;:'',  ;inil  t  lii-i-i-l'in-i-  it  ]i;ii-t  icul.iily  nnt'oi't  iiii;!T<-  llwit  ;i 

|ii-<'S-in'_;  niii-ssirx'  ni;ii!''  must  iii"j<-ni  its  ;i])j)lic;i  I  ion  to  liis  own 
St;i"  .  II'-  iii;n!c  -  t  i  lo  1 1  -  1 1 1 ,  j( -c  t  ii  ni  >.  '-l;!  iliic<l  lluit  \\i<-  r'-poi-t  of 
I  III  -  Si  ;i  t  f's  ildici'-n'-y  in  ni'-ii  w  ;is  no  I;  ri,yy(-r] ;  Init,  wor.-'-  t  n  ;i  11, 
lif  o])<-ncil  the  way  to  politii;!!  jii-cjinlicc  with  all  its  han<-fnl 
clT'-rt-  Ijy  till-  intimation  riia;  not,  only  was  an  unjust  ilcmanfl 
!iiaili-  upon  tia-  Stat'-  itself,  as  inn'inu  |ail  into  [lowa-r  a  pafly 
;ii|  \-f'j->c  t(;  tli"  C;i)\'(-j-nilicnt's  Jioliry.  lillt  that  I  )'-niorl';i  t  ii-  <]isi]-ifts 
A\a-i-i-  ]iarticnl;i  I'ly  saiMU-'l  willi  la-a\-ici-  ijiiolas  llian  I  .'i-)iiil»l  ii-a  n 
stronyliolds.    Jt  was;  a  niosi  nnl)a|']iy  snirii'-st  ion.    Hi-  nn-.^-sa 'jc 

liad  ,.ilj(-ai]y  iloii'-  nnn-li  to  rc\i\-r-  th" 
a  n  ta  Lioii  ism  l;'-t\vfcn  i;(-),iiblic;i  ns  and 
1  J'-;,iO(i-;i  IS  so  nobl>'  l»nri<-(|  in  tli(- 
jii-oiiijit  i-'-sista n'-<-  U>  a_  common  foo. 
Xov.-,  far  mo)-(-  tlijin  Ijcfor^-,  tlio  pai-ty 
lines  \v<-ri^  di-;i\\n  a^iain.  and  tin,-  con- 
S'-(|U'-nces  soon  |)!'o\''-(j  t (-i-fiiii-. 

<^ 'lO^'-i-jji,]-  S'-ymon i"s  oh j'-ct if^ns  ]i;id 
drdayi'd  the  r|)-afr  'iniil  th'-  r^jjoj-t- 
r-(juld  !)'•  \(-riti'-d.  aiid  ]ji-  'diar;^(-s  of 
n  ii  fa  i)-n<-ss  !)(•  ]ii-ov<-r|  oi-  i-i-fut<-d. 
l[<  !i<-f  it.  was  not  till  Saturday,  July 
11.  iLat    th'-    drawinL;-    of  lots 

h'-^mi  ill  X<-\-,-  Vf,i-i;  f'ity.  S'l  distiij-};- 
ances  att^^-ndr-d  thr-  f>pr-]-ariori.  liut  Sunday  itit'-i-vcniii;.'-  th'-  r*-- 
l)ons  of  Saturda.;^  "s  ilraft  wf-v-  ])Ul)!i>!i<-(]  in  rhe  iif-wspajc-rs,  sonn- 
of  whom  'daiiia-d  that  tia-  larir'-st  numbf-j-  (,f  tijo-'-  who  ha<l 
drawn  lots  for  si  i-vi(-(-  wi-i-c  fi-om  t  hi-  ;i  iii  i-ai| iniiiist ra t  ion  < ju;i  rt '  i  s 
of  tin-  city,  froiii  rluisc  wli'-f  -  tic  jiooi-  ji'-oid'-  !i^'<-d  wlio  r-ould  no- 
j'ay  for  sn.Ijst ituf<-s.  Thus  was  th'-  miiid  of  th"  iioi.ulao-  in- 
flain'-fh 

On  ?*IoIIda^■.  Julv  13.  the  drafnn;r  was  r'-suni'-'d.    It  liad  not 


C 1 1 A  It  I.  K;5  O ' '  ' )  .V  O  P. . 


Tin;  i;.\ii'iKi;  stati:  i.\  Tnui:i:  ciinituiks. 


211 


<f(tn(^  oil  loiii^'  w  hen  Diic  of  till'  [>l;ircs  wlicrc  tlic  ii-cniit  iiiL;  w  as 
iloiK'  Avas  atta.ckcd  I'V  a  iiioli,  ami  I  he  liimsc  set  on  fire.  Tlicit 
the  mob  mkiitIkmI  (1(>\\  ii  to  the  ctlicr  (irticc,  and  wcif  i)rt'[)ari!i_L;-  to 
attark  i»olic<'  licaihpiai  tci's,  v.  lifii  tlu'V  rccciNcd  a  tciiijtorary 
flic'ck.  It  was  ihv  \\'(('k  after  ( Jet  l  \  sbiii-u,  and  all  the  New  ^'ork 
troo])s  wci'e  at  the  front,  licm c  tln'  duly  of  sulxliiinu  the  nioli 
fell  upon  the  mainly.    'I'liis  \vas  nohly  acr(inii)lisli('d,  l)ul 

still  disorder,  ]iillauc,  arson,  and  ninrdci-  reiuiicd  to  a  frightful 
(le_i;ree  from  !Mon<Iay  till  ThursdaN.  Then  the  troops  bei;au  to 
arrive,  and  orilcr  w  as  soon  perfectl\'  restored,  bnt  not  until  nearly 
twehe  liundred  lives  aud-millious  of  pro[)rrty  luul  been  sat-ri- 
ficed. 

On  the  fourth  ilay  of  the  i-iots  (Jo\-ernor  Scynioni'.  who  had 
arri\'ed  a  day  or  tw<*  before,  addi'essed  the  mob  from  the  ste])S 
of  the  City  Hall,  lie  had  at  onee  issued  a  ])roclamatioii  com- 
mandinj;  the  people  to  abstain  from  violence,  but  it  was  not 
heeded  foi-  an  instant.  lu  ins  acMi-ess  to  the  p{)pnlace,  still 
reekiui;'  with  dee(Ls  oi'  bleod  and  i»lunileT',  he  weakly  informed 
them  that  had  ui'm'd  the  ^oxernnieiit  to  suspend  the  draft. 
Thus  they  could  con^rat  idate  tliemsehcs  that  what  they  had 
done  had  secure(l  reward  rathei'  than  ])unishmeut.  'Jdie  ("onimon 
Coumdl  at  the  same  time  a]tpro]»riat  ed  two  million  and  a  half 
(h)Uai-s  to  be  expended  in  substitutes  foi-  those  snlTerin^  lambs 
who  had  lianue(l  n<'uroes  oi'  burned  them  up  in  tlx'ir  houses,  but 
who  did  not  wish  to  uo  out  as  soldioi-s.  The  ma.A'or  of  the  city, 
however,  ])i-omprly  \  ('toe(l  this  measure. 

The  crowning;,-  disastei-  of  the  Civil  War  came  aftcn-  battles 
had  cease(l  and  the  si'ccssiou  had  beeii  linally  overcome.  On 
A])ril  1."),  lS(i.~),  Tresidep.t  Lincoln  e.vpiied  at  \Vas!)in;.:ron,  havini;- 
been  foully  murder<'d  by  an  assassin's  hand,  w  ho  could  have  (h-ne 
iio  woi'se  imauinable  injury  t(*  the  cause  he  su]»posed  he  was 
:iveni;iu.u.  New  ^'ork  stood  aghast  with  hori-or,  as  did  other 
^^tatos,  and  was  peculiarly  atlected  be(  ;nise  it  had  been  intended 
to  involve  the  secretary  of  state  in  the  w  liolesale  ]»lau  <d'  murder. 

One  of  the  coir^pirators  ju-esented  himself  at  the  door  of  .Mr. 
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Seward's  rcsidciict'.  Tlic  scci  clnry  was  ill  in  Ix-il,  imd  w  as  l.now  n 
to  be  siicli  for  sonic  days  pasl.  The  assassin  jn-ctcndcd  thai  h.- 
liad  a  [ircscri])!  ion  from  the  physician  whidi  lie  ninst  sec  admin- 
istcicd  liinisidf.  Ho  ihns  niadi'  iiis  way  np  1o  a  (diaiulxM'  on  llic 
third  story  <d'  tlic  lioiisc,  whiTc  Mv.  Sc\\ai-(1  lay.  'I'ho  sick  nuin 
was  att<'ndc<l  liy  his  son  I'rcdcriidc,  a  younucr  danuhtci-,  and  a 
male  nurse.  The  niurdcicr  siruil-;  l''re<lcri(dK  Seuaid  and  in- 
flicted a  se\('re  wound  in  his  lead,  >labl»e(l  i  lie  nurse  in  the  reuimi 
of  the  lunL;s,  and  then  threw  hiniself  upon  the  helpless  man  upon 
the  si(d;  l)eil.  lie  siiiudv  the  scci'ctary  with  a  <laL;ger  twice  in 
the  fac<.'  and  twice  in  the  throat,  inllictiiiL;  terrible  wotuuls.  His 
de\ilish  work  was  then  cut  short  by  the  secretary's  (ddest  son, 
Major  Seward,  who,  with  another  atleiidaut,  ,i:,'rapi»le(l  with  the 
wi-e|(di  and  beat  him  olT,  reci'i  \  inL;'  some  woumls  thcms(d\'es,  but 
not  succeedini^i  in  capturing-  hini.  He  was  takeu  later,  liowever, 
aud  was  execuled  w  illi  a  number  of  his  accomplices. 

'Mv.  Seward  hoNcicd  bi'tween  life  and  death  foi'  a  loiej,  time, 
but  he  recovere(I,  altliou^h  he  was  iiica])acitate(l  from  oflicial 
duties  foi'  six  nniiit  lis.  Hi-  was  cont  iimed  in  the  ohice  <d'  secret  at  y 
(»f  state  by  I'resident  Jnhnsou,  and  retired  to  private  life  in  ]S(»1). 
He  spent  two  years  in  foreiun  travel,  beini;-  e\eiy where  received 
with  marked  dist  imt  imi.  r.ul  the  shock  of  the  assault  seems  to 
have  umleriniued  liis  health,  and  doiinstie  ^j-ief  in  the  loss  of 
\vife  ami  dau;.;hter  contributed  to  sliatter  it  still  more.  He  died 
at  his  home  at  A  u iiiirn  on  ( )ct( d»er  10,  1  STl!. 

And  thus  tlie  ("i\il  War  had  come  to  an  (>ml.  Hon.  Idlis  H. 
Roberts  summarizes  New"  ^'ork's  contribntioii  to  the  burtlen 
borne  by  all  the  iiatiou,  and  the  sufferings  and  loss  sustained,  as 
follows : 

" 'i'lie  services  of  the  olVn-ers  amJ  men  fni'iiislied  by  New  ^'ork 
adorn  many  of  the  (  ha] it ers  (d"  i  lie  ( "i vi  1  War.  If  no  single  peisi ui 
attained  to  tin  iirst  i-inl^,  a  lar^e  number  tilled  pxisitions  of  ^real 
iiri])OT-tance  with  eminent  ci-edit.  Tu  zeal,  aud  devotion,  and 
i[i'allantry,  New  Yoik  troops  w"re  not  Ixdiind  their  fellows  in  an\ 
danger  or  any  trial.   "Wherever  the  sacrifices  and  triumphs  of  the 
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t it»ii:il  ariny  oi-  ii;n  y  arc  told  or  simi;,  tlicir  deeds  will  !)<■  re- 
iiieiiil)('i<'d  and  lidiiored.  .  .  .  lieCore  the  war  cdctsed  New 
\'(irk  sent  ifito  the  field  4  lS,sr.()  men  for  periods  \ai-yini;  fi'oui 
three  months  to  tliree  yeai's,  and  was  ('i'e(rned  with  is, IDT  men 
who  paid  commutation,  or  a  t(ttal  of  KIT, 017,  accoiMlim;  to  the 
rccoi'ds  of  the  war  dcpariment.  .  .  .  The  strain  on  the  com- 
monwealth ^\'as  sn(  h  that  the  census  taken  in  Jniie.  ISC),"),  showeil 
a  deci-ea^e  in  population  of  -IS.liriS,  as  compared  with  1S(')().  f'i'lie 
total  iioj)nl  ition  in  ISCO  beiu,i;'  ;^),S.''»0,T;jr').]  The  amount  of  boun- 
ties paid  by  the  State,  counties,  and  towns,  as  stated  in  the  olVi- 
cinl  reports  of  the  war  deiiai'tment.  was  .^8r»,f)29,2ii.S,  a  munifi- 
cence without  ])arallel  in  human  annals." 

On  the  field  of  <  iet t ysl luri;  stand  as  silent  "witnesses  of  the 
share  borne  by  the  s(tns  of  New  York  in  tla-  conflict  and  carnai;(- 
(»f  that  awful  day  an<l  of  othei-  days  as  fearfully  destructive  of 
human  life,  the  se^•eral  mon.uments  raisc^l  by  individual  re,ui- 
ments  of  the  Stat(-,  and  the  map,nifieent  one  raised  by  thi^  State 
ilstdf,  which  is  not  unworthy  of  liei'  prominent  position  amonti' 
fhe  olhery. 


U 


ROOSEVELT  AKMS. 


ClIAPTET^  XXI. 


TIMi:s  AM)  WUUKS  Ul'  PKACE. 

War  liad  intcriuptcd  an  ciitorprisc  of  iL;r(nir 
moiui'iit.  Xt)  S(K)ii(  r  had  ])('a(T  ret  ui  iicd  Hum  1Iios(> 
w  \in  had  been  active  in  pronioiiim  tiiat  ureal  sclieiiic, 
were  icady  to  rcsuiiic  (licir  endeavors,  and  to  ca])  tlic 
climax  of  victoiy  on  tlie  fiehl  of  arms  witli  one  of  tho  most  start- 
ling triumphs  of  |)ea( c. 

In  tlic  progress  low  ard  the  [)resen(  facilitii's  for  trans|)orl at  ion 
and  communication,  familiai  ity  w  ilh  wliich  lias  made  us  dull  t(j 
the  wonders  of  the  ]»ast.  the  Stale  ol  New  Yolk  has  boiaie  a  most 
uratifyinu  part.  It  A\as  upoii  the  bosiun  of  lun-  majestic  river 
that  steam  uaN  i^ation  was  first  shown  to  be  a  thinu,  <>f  itractical 
utility.  It  ',\as  a  icsident  (d'  Xew  "^'(U'k,  ex])ei-inH'nt ing  f<>r  weary 
years,  who  tirst  deinonst  rated  the  possildlity  (d'  teleuraphinu-  l»y 
fdectricity.  It  was  from  one  end  of  New  York  to  the  other  that 
the  tirst  lii-eat  trtmk  railmail  w  as  laid,  connecting  the  \\'est^  with 
the  I]ast,  and  leadiiu;  <<»  othei'  gi^Jtutic  enterprises,  which  mad(^ 
vast  States  and  the  still  \'aster  republic,  as  easily  traversible, 
ami  thei-el»y  manageable,  as  the  smalh'st  state  of  l']uro]>e.  And 
it  was  New  ^'oI•k  auain  that  show<'d  the  way  to  the  whole  world 
how  continents  could  l>e  united  by  t(dem'apli,  and  thus  all  the 
uhdie  miuht  Icnow  all  the  haiii)i'niuus  <>u  it  every  day. 

At  six  o'(do(d-;  on  the  morning  of  May  8.  lS.">f,  five  Xe\\'  Yoi'lc 
nn'r(  ]iants — Cyrus  \\'.  I'ield,  I'eiei'  ( 'dopei-,  .Moses  Taylor.  ]\lar- 
shall  O.  IJoberts.  and  Chandler  W  hite — met  at  a  luuise  in  the 
metropolis,  and  btd'(U«,'  a  half  hour  had  Hm.'v  had  sub 
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srribod  a  inilli<in  and  a  Iialf  dollars,  and  organized  a  roinpjiiiv 
\vhi'-li  iiad  in  view  tlic  laviiiu  of  a  cable  ;il<»iii;  tlie  bottom  of  the 
Ailantir  Ocean  which  >^liould  incase  a  lele^i-a])h  \\ii'e  connecting' 
the  eastern  and  A\cstein  shores.  Cables  had  been  laid  across 
straits,  and  ^iilfs,  and  narro\\-  seas,  but  it  Mas  reser\'e(l  for 
Yankee  ])ln(-k  and  the  financial  bohlness  of  the  nietrojxdis  of  the 
State  to  conceive  the  idea  of  at  I  einjit  iiiu'  to  lay  a  cable  over  two 
thousand  ndles  Iohl;.  Mr.  Ideld.  the  iii  inie  niovei'  in  this  amazing 
enterprise,  went  to  l-^ni^land,  conlident  that  he  couhl  enlist  I'^ni;- 
lish  cai)italists,  in  ^\  ili(•h  he  was  not  disai»])oint(Ml,  and  to  place 
the  work  in  the  hands  of  llrit ish  artisans,  A\iio  had  been  eniploved 
upon  sindlar  cables  of  a  ufeatly  more  modest  length. 

In  l.^oT  tlu'  t-able  M"as  ready  for  laying.  It  was  divided  into 
two  ])ai-ts  and  i»lace(l  ui>on  an  En,:.:lish  and  American  steamer 
respectively.  They  started  for  a  s[)o1  midway  between  the  ex- 
ti-eme  point  of  the  Irish  coast  and  the  coast  of  Newfonndlan<1, 
and  ther(^  the  two  ends  of  the  cabK'  wei-e  sjdiced  to.^ether,  and 
ea(di  steamer  started  for  home.  Three  times  tlM^  cable  broke,  and 
the  (dToit  was  uiven  up.  lint  t\\'o  months  later,  in  An.unst,  an- 
other plan  w.as  trie(l.  'klK^  cable  was  made  fast  on  the  Irish  coast, 
and  one  of  the  steamers  sailed  away,  ])ayinu  out  as  it  A\-ent  ;  btit 
Avlien  thi'-e  hundred  miles  had  been  accom])lished,  on  Auuust  11, 
the  cable  bi(d;e  auain,  and  n(-thinu  more  was  done  that  year. 
In  1858  the  company  re\eited  to  the  first  plan.  On  July  2!»  two 
steamers  started  from  a  poiid  in  mid-(»ceaii  and  pi'oceeded  east- 
Avard  and  west-ward  to  the  respective  shores,  w  lii(  li  were  success- 
fully reache(l  on  Anuust  (I.  Telegraphic  <'omniuinca t ion  bet\veen 
Europe  and  America  was  a.n  established  fact,  and  there  was  tre- 
mendous excitement  all  o\"er  this  country.  The  wonder  and  the 
joy  were  sluu't  li\-ed,  IioweAei'.  After  only  alxuit  a  month  of  satis- 
fact(U-y  operati(Ui,  everythinu'  stojipeil.  and  it  was  conclmled  that 
the  calde  was  ]»i-oken.  The  \s-eary  work  had  thus  to  be  all  'j^ouv 
owr  auaiu. 

Tint  now  there  wei'i^  ])remonil ions  of  war.  and  tlu^  \\-ork  had 
to  be  laid  aside  for  a  while.    In  view  of  subsequent  events  and 
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tlic  iiniiiciisc  con vciiiciiccs  of  i;itcr  <I;iys,  it  sccnis  a  ]>\iy  lliat  the 
cahlc  should  not  lia\c  r<'iii;iiii<'»]  in  ]icrfc(  t  working  ordi-r  so  iliat 
it  conld  lia\"('  nuini lest cd  its  iiscrulncss  diifin^  llic  days  of  \\;ir. 
How  niurli  bad  fccliiii:,  ;iiid  difo  ;i|)i)i't'lionsion  ini^hl  !ia\e  Ix-cn 
sa\('d  if  (lie  Trent  ;irr;iii-  couli]  ha\'c  Inid  tlio  advantage  of  tch'- 
iirajiliic  com  ni  II  niciit  ion.  And  \\'lio  knows  hut  (Ji"c;if  ISril.iin 
nui;,!it  have  been  s;i\(m1  ilic  iinincnso  sum  it  had  t(»  ])ay  in  sntis- 

faction  Col-  the  evil  (h)inL;s  of  tin- 
I  "Alabama"?  r>ul  no  tinu'  was 
lost  by  ("ynis  ^^^  I'icdd  and  his  as- 
sociates after  the  (donds  of  w;ir 
liad  loft  the  sky  clear,  and  the 
traniji  atid  the  burden  of  armies 
stood  no  loni;<'r  in  tlie  way  of 
])('acoful  nndei't akinL;s. 

On  April  ;»,  ISCn,  (ieneral  Lee 
surr<'ndere(l  at  Ai>pomattox,  and 
on  July  L*.'!,  of  that  same  yeai-,  a 

seCOlul  cable,  CJirefully  Ix'Stowed 
nj>oTi  that  monster  ship,  the 
"(ireat  Kastefn,"  bej^an  to  be 
paid  out  from  its  stei-n,  witli  the 
end  fast(Mied  on  the  Irisli  coast. 
'I'welve  hTindr<'tl  miles,  or  more 
tiian  half  the  distance  across 
to  Xewl'onndland  were  thus 
a(dne\"ed,  the  ingenious  ma(diiner\  foi'  "  jiayini;  out,"'  and  the 
st«'adiness  of  t  he  i^r'-nt  shi])  emiblinu  so  mm  h  to  be  done  w  it  hon! 
a  breal;.  lint  at  th.it  point  the  break  came.  Nothing  d;iunted 
the  indomiliiide  [iromoters  nnide  failure  only  an  arunmenl  for 
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GKN.  WIN  Hi  , I. r>  SCOTT. 


Hit  imate  success,  am 


liree  mi 


IS  ot  dollars  more  were  raise; 


to  constiaict  still  iinolhei'  ;iiid  ;i  better  cable.  Other  de\  ices  al:-' 
Were  ajijdied  on  shiplioard,  and  on  July  i:^  iSl'iti,  the  momentous 
journey  \c;is  t  rii  d  ;iu,iin. 

Now  success  crowned  tlie  effort,  ne\er  to  disappoint  it  a,uain. 
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TIh'  (null  1  ceil  liun<lr('<l  miles  of  ciihlc  i;iy  iipDii  the  hotloiii  of  tli(> 
(M-c;!!!,  I'cacliiii^  u|>  to  tlu'  h'isli  ((uist  on  one  side  ;ui(I  up  into 
'I'l-inity  Uny.  at  tlic  \illai;c  of  lIcaiM's  ("ontcnt,  al  tin-  olhcr.  tlic 
connect  i<»n  <iii  slioi-e  heinu  inaiie  at  (lie  laltei-  place  on  -Inly  27, 
lS(i(!.  Jt  is  (liflicull  tor  us  e\-en  nou  only  a  i;cnejation  renio\e;l 
from  tliiii  achievement — to  concei\e  what  this  tliinu  meant  to 
the  men  of  that  day:  just  as  diriicult  as  it  was  for  ))eo]de  (d'  that 
(lay  to  iinauine  what  it  meant  to  the  uhmi  of  ISOT  wlnai  liie 

Clermont  "  r^t  urned  from  Alliaiiy  after  an  absence  of  four  days. 

W'iien  (louLility  sons  oi  New  York  State  score(l  this  trium])h, 
whi(di  o\'erslia(low'ed  any  victory  wliicdi  liad  made  tlie  sons  of 
(dher  States  famous  durini:'  the  <'i\il  War,  the  u(>\('rnor\s  chair 
was  occupied  by  Keiiiien  I'^atoti  h'ep.lon.  lie  was  born  on  .Inly  4, 
ISII),  in  ('hantau(|ua  ('ounty,  in  the  towiishi[)  n\'  ('arroll.  Tlie 
villau'c  (d'  l'enton\'ille  indicates  that  his  family  had  something' 
to  (h)  A\itli  the  early  settlenuMit  (d'  the  county,  and  indeed  his 
fathei'  A\as  ann)nL;  the  liist  ])ion<'ers  to  invade  the  A\ilderness 
here,  and  make  s(unething  of  the  vast  tract  (d'  the  llollaml  Com- 
[tany.  T'^'uton  attendeil  the  district  s(  hools  of  the  neighborhood 
until  he  \\as  tifleeii  years  of  age.  Then  for  two  yeai's  he  was 
sent  away  to  attend  Cary's  Academy,  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  r>ut 
lie  came  ba(  k  to  his  ow  n  county  a nd  grad ua t ed  from  t  he  academy 
at  I'^rcfloiiia.  He  tlien  fo(dc  up  the  study  i»f  law  al  Jamestown, 
now  a  city,  then  a  growing  village,  but  aftei-  a  yeai-  or  two  ill 
health  com]((dle(l  him  to  abandon  these  pre])arat ions  for  a  ])ro- 
fessional  career,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  In^  turned  his  attention 
to  business.  He  met  \\  ilh  encouraging  success,  and  was  W(dl  on 
the  way  to  large  wealth  when  the  war  brcdce  out,  when  he  clieer- 
fully  laid  a^ide  tlie  I'cmuueiat  i\  c  puisnil  of  the  lumber  business 
ami  went  to  the  fi-ont  as  c(don(d  of  the  1(12(1  IJegimeiit,  New  ^'ork 
State  \'olunteers. 

His  ])ublic  life  began  in  1S4(I.  when  In^  was  (detded  sni)ervisor 
of  Parroli  township,  ami  was  annually  re-(decied  for  six  years, 
in  1SI1I  he  went  to  the  .Vssenddy  as  the  candidate  of  the  Hemo- 
eratic  i)arty,  whi<  h  di<l  not  se(  ni  lo  inleifere  with  his  fun(  tions 
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as  supervisor.  l!ul  in  J^uL*,  w  hen  liis  [tarty  chM  tcd  him  to  Con- 
gress, his  town  oHice  was  hiid  aside,  lie  \\  as  chosen  i»y  a  nia  joi  ity 
not,  laruc,  but  si^iiilica nt ,  hiM^ause  usually  his  district  had  i;i\cn  a 
niajtuaty  (d'  three  tinuisand  to  the  W'hiu  ticket.  It  was  known 
thai  he  hail  detidc<l  opinions  adNcrsv  to  the  maintenance  of 
slavery,  and  indeed  it  was  not  lonu  before  he  altandoned  the 
Democratic  jtariy  by  reason  of  the  sla\ety  issue,  lie  voted  in 
Congress  against  the  Ivan^as  and  Nebraska  bill,  and  adsocated 
the  rejieal  of  the  fugitive  sla\e  law.  Another  measure  that  <'n- 
listed  his  zea  1  was  chea per  ])ost age.  lie  was  not  a  s[ieaker  of  any 
renown,  but  was  noted  for  his  industry  and  efticiency  in  com- 
mit toe  work. 

When  the  war  bndce  out  Mr.  I'enton  became  consjiicuous  as  a 
wai-m  sui)i>orter  of  the  national  go\'ernnient.  In  LS(i2  the  nomi- 
nation for  governor  of  State  was  otTered  him,  but  he  dec  lined  it. 
Two  years  later  he  was  again  selecte<l  to  head  the  b'e])ublican 
nominations,  and,  acce[)ting,  he  defeatid  Seymour,  running 
"ahead  of  his  li(  ket,"  as  the  saying  is.  His  two  _\-ears  of  ofticial 
life  recommended  him  to  the  vo1(-rs  of  his  ])arty  as  the  best  man 
to  ])nt  forwar<l  again,  and  this  judgment  of  him  was  vindicated 
by  a  large  majority.  After  the  e.xpiration  of  his  secoml  teian.  on 
January  1,  iSli!),  he  was  (dected  at  this  session  id'  the  Legislature 
as  United  States  senatm*,  in  whiidi  ca[)acity  he  served  until  ISTo. 
He  became  a  great  authority  on  liiiance  during  this  jteriod.  In 
1870  he  ^^•ent  into  ri-tirement  fi-om  public  life,  ami  settled  again 
in  his  old  home,  the  city  of  .famesi o\\-n,  with  whose  interests  he 
actividy  identilied  himsidf.  He  was  instiaimental  in  biinging 
two  railroads  there;  b\  his  urgenc\'  a  national  bank'  was  organ- 
ized, of  which  he  was  made  presideid.  ll  w;is  while  engaged  in 
the  duties  of  this  |)ositioii  that  death  suddeidy  canu^  tit  him  sit- 
ting in  his  ohice  on  August  24,  1  SS.~t.  Short  ly  before,  In^  had  taken 
paid  in  menmi  ial  sei-\  ici  s  on  the  deat  h  itf  ( ieueral  ( !rant. 

We  have  already  indicated  tiie  su]ireme  event  that  signali'/.i'd 
Governor  Fenton's  tirsf  ailministration.  He  had  xory  little  lo 
do  with  the  laying  itf  the  Atlantic  <-able,  except  to  admire  it  and 
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|()  lidiioi"  its  projcctoi  s  at  SdiHc  ]niltlic  rnin  t  ions,  and  l((»s^il)ly 
also  to  I'ci'l  uratilicil  ilial  il  (icciirnMl  while  iic  w  as  ^ovonioi-.  In 
llic  sauic  year,  iStKi,  took  jilai  c  soiiict  liiii^  else  w  liii  li  claiiiMMl 
his  (lii-ccr  iiitcr\('iit  ion.  Tliis  was  ilir  invasion  of  ('anada.  ))•  r- 
jiclratcd  by  tlu'  Irish  pairiols  in  America,  w  lio  hclon.ucil  lo  tlic 
I'cniau  Brolln'rliood.    I'iiis  had  hccn  oi-yanizt'd  in  this  rounliy 
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in  isr»l\  ]iavin;4  j^row  11  ont  of  tli"  I^iunu't  ^[onnrn(Mi(  Associat i(ni. 
\\hosc  object  lia<l  been  to  ei'ert  a  nn'nioi'ial  to  that  interest inu' 
Irish  patriot  ami  niartyi-.  Many  of  the  Irish,  natnralizoil  citizens 
asA\-ell  as  oiliers,  had  s('rve(l  Ini-inu  tin  <'i\'il  War,  and  had  dis- 
tinguished th('nisel\'es  fo)-  bi-avej-y  and  oilier  soldi"rly  qnalitios, 
ami  these  men  const itnted  an  ellicient  army,  I'eady-made.  ^^■hich 
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it  sociiu'd  ou^lit  tn  I)c  ciiiploycd  lo  at  lain  |(nr[i<isc.s  inudi  in  arci-  In 
their  hearts  tliaii  liad  been  the  caus*-  (if  eitiicr  the  Xorlh  or  the 
SeiUh.  The  territor^N'  of  tlie  li-ishnian"s  enemy  and  oppi-es^or 
lay  near  by,  and  it  was  natnrally  th<-  s<iil  of  New  ^'<ll■l^,  as  bein- 
ill  chisest  ])i'(ixiniity  to  ("aiwuhi.  that  jiinsi  iircih'^  be  ai^ain,  as  in 
earlier  centuries,  the  base  ef  (jperation.  l*>ul  the  <  iiruinstanfes 
AN'ere  ([uiie  ditfei-ent  from  former  in\asions,  and  greatly  eoni- 
plicaled  matteis  for  the  Irish. 

Oil  May  30,  isiit;,  a  secret  eon\('ntion  of  the  l^-nian  r.rotliei'- 
liood  \\as  held  at  linl'falo.  The  nieasnres  <leteiinined  on  wei'c 
carried  into  eJ'fecl  so  pi'oiiipt  1  \-  that  they  must  ha\"e  been  ciicu- 
kited  much  in  ad\  ance  of  the  nieetinii.  <  Mi  Jum'  1  ("anadian 
territory  \\"as  in\a<led.  and  on  -Tune  l!  an  action  took-  ])]ace  be- 
tween the  invaders  and  th(^  Imjierial  forces,  (ieneial  (irant,  as 
com nianderd n-(  hief  of  the  army  of  tin'  I 'iii led  Stat es,  was  (luickly 
ordered  to  IJutlalo.  and  lie  soon  put  a  sioji  to  fui-thor  nio\('menls 
of  the  kiiul.  Seven  humlre(l  h'eniaiis  Wi'iv  arreste(l  on  their  vv- 
turii  from  the  ex[tediiion  inio  ('ana<la.  and  tifteen  hundred  were 
sent  home  on  uiN  ini;'  tlieir  i»artdes.  One  half  of  these  \\-ere  fouml 
to  be  fi'om  (diicauo.  The  iti'ticers  wei-e  compelled  to  ui\e  s.'OO 
bail  t(»  ajipear  at  <'anandaiuua  to  answer  foi'  their  infi'aciion  of 
the  neutrality  laws.  Two  thousand  I'einaiis,  who  were  on  their 
Avay  to  join  their  c(uni'ades  .iml  follow  uj*  the  altem])r  of  Juiu'  2, 
were  or'd(  i-ed  back  by  the  r.rolherhood  chiefs  on  their  ari'ival  at 
lluffalo.  .Meantime  mo\cun'nls  had  been  under  ^^■-\y  at  other 
points  alon^-  the  extensive  frontier  b"tw(('n  New  Y^n'k  and 
Canada,  (ieiieral  Meade  was  ordeicil  to  <  Judensbur-,  on  the 
St.  Lawrence,  ^\ilh  a  force  of  rci^idai's,  and  on  -Tune  ."i,  isc.d.  he 
took  measures  as  act  i  ve  as  t  hos<'  of  (1  ra  ui "s  at  I'.u ffa lo  to  ]u-even t 
imasion.  On  May  '.)\  two  hundi-ed  I'euians  had  ^one  to  ( )udens- 
\mvix  to  form  the  nucleus  of  an  invadinu  force  to  be  collected 
there  fi-om  other  ]iaiis,  but  they  ciuild  <hi  nothing:  ^\■llile  Meade 
was  presold. 

Anxiety  was  once  more  aroused  In  tlie  dii'edion  (^f  T'.ulfalo  in 
Au^nst  of  the  sanioyear.   A  Fenian  picnic  was  advertised  for  the 
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I  uciily-tirst  ;it  ( 'Hilton's  ( ir()\c,  not  fjii-froiii  tlii'cily.  It  was  at- 
irii'lt'il  1>.\'  l''^-^  than  twchc  llioiisaiid  juTsons  I'roiii  all  o\<'i-  the 
(oiiiiliv,  I'ciiiaiis  o|-  syiiipal  lii/.«'is  with  I  licir  ca  use.  I'arl  ofihi' 
rxciciscs  was  ;i  |)a)'a(]('  of  llircc  thousand  ainird  men,  who 
ina icIhmI  in  coniiianii's  nmh-r  olliccrs,  show  inu.a  w<'ll  disciplined 
;ind  cnicirntly  oi  Liani/.rd  hand  of  men,  apparenlly  r<-ady  loi-  I  he 
hiisincss  of  war.  After  the  paiade  they  fnrtiiei-  exhihiteil  iheir 
skill  at  actual  warfare  by  a  siiani  battle,  i-epi-esent  int;  one  of  the 
conllicts  on  Irish  soil  in  w  hi(  h  I  ho  o])pressoi'  had  boon  worsted, 
awakcnini;  the  excitable  spectators  to  an  extravauani  ])il(di  of 
cut liusiasni.  The  I'nite*!  States  niilitai'v  authorities  were  cer- 
tain that  all  this  was  but  a  [U-elude  to  anothei'  hostile  attenipi 
<iii  the  tei-ritory  acioss  the  Niagara,  and  they  wei'e  in  readiness 
with  measures  to  check  it.  l>ut  nothiuL;  came  of  the  alTaii',  tlie 
]»eop!e  dispersed,  aianed  bamls  ami  alb  and  im  hai-m  was  (h)ne. 
Neither  were  any  otlier  invasions  [)laniie(l  or  executed  l)y  the 
r\'Hians.  They  Indd  another  con\ention,  or  conuress,  at  Troy 
on  Se])tember  4,  IStlC.  lleit\  amon'j,'  other  thin,i;s  (h)iie,  resolu- 
tions Avere  adopte(l  exi)ressini;-  thanks  to  Con^i-ess  for  ])rotection, 
and  to  Die  generals  of  the  army  for  their  courtesy  \vhile  eari'yiug 
out  theii'  oi'ders  to  pre\'ent  the  invasion  of  Canada. 

It  became  time,  durinu'  (  Jovernor  I'enton's  second  term,  tn  take 
a  hand  once  nH)i-e  at  revisim;-  the  constitution  of  the  State.  The 
intervals  from  1777  to  ISOl.  and  after  that  between  ISOl  and  b^l!l 
ami  1S1<;,  seemed  to  indicate  that  a  score  or  nn)i'e  (»f  years  brought 
about  conditions  which  made  ciianut's  in  the  fundamental  law  (d' 
the  State  nei-essai-y.  So,  in  lSii7,  another  re\  ision  was  about  due, 
and  in  ls;)4  the  tradition  was  hom)red  aftei'  a  somewlial  hmircr 
iidi'rval  of  t wenty-se\en  years.  In  Maridi,  b^ii7,  an  act  was 
passe<l  by  the  Legislature  ant horizimi:'  a  constitutional  con\en- 
lion.  the  election  of  delei;ates  beini:,-  appointed  for  Ajiril  '2'-\,  the 
ai:,i;renate  nun\ber  of  which  was  to  be  not  nnu  e  than  one  hundi'ed 
and  sixty;  the  convention  to  meet  in  Albany  on  the  tirst  Tuesday 
in  .June.  The  exact  qnota  of  dele.uates  was  elected,  of  whom 
ninety-seven  were  llepnblicans  and  sixty-three  DenuKi-ats.  They 
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met  ill  I  Ih'  Assciiilil  y  chain  her  <p|'  I  Ii<-  caiiitnl  nii  .Iiinc  t,  l.^ti",  and 
William  A.  ^\'h(■(■l(■l^  later  X'icc-l'i-csiilciil  of  ihc  Cnioii,  \\;is 
inaj'c  cliairiiiaii.  The  (•(HiN  cniion  ^;a  i  iinl  il  l'<'lii  iiary  I'S,  Istis, 
])U t  it  a<l  jni I laa '(l  s( I  as  I ( ■  (•( ivcr  tin-  fill  ca m | >a i l; n  and  I  lie  el i t i  inn 
Ironi  ScplcinlxT  !  to  Xn\ fnil-n-  Il'.JMm.  A  [n'litidii  asking  fni' 
11  ic  ex t riisinn  ol'  -^ulTi  aur  to  wonn^n  was  i  n H  i m  1  net-,  1,  and  !•(■(•( a  \  cd 
the  vote  (if  twenty  d(dci:iili's  wlnai  the  (lursiioii  was  ln-oii^hl  np 
in  tilt'  coincni  ion. 

It  A\as  (jnilr  in  krcjiin^  w  ith  the  la  iiM  ijial  objcri  of  llic  cinixcn- 
lion  (d  ISC.T  ilial  lids  (lucstion  i>(  women's  snlTrai^c  slionid  lia\'e 

]H'vn  lirmiiilit  foiward,  foi'  llie 
main  iinestioii  it  was  calleil  io 
decide  was  -wliat  should  he  the 
<|ualilicat ions  in  the  State  for 
cxcrcisinu  the  I'i^hl  of  suffrage. 
The  sn ffia^e  clause,  as  tinaliy 
ado]ited,  l-etno\"ed  the  Jtrojierty 
(]ualifica  I  ions   of    ni'^roes.  It 
^  M'as  <'iiact((I  that  re,uistration 
in  citifs  sliould  Iw  linished  foni' 
days  l)efoi-e  the  election.  This 
convention  alMdishetl  the  tanal 
bt'ard,  the  ollices  ^>{  canal  coni- 
nussionei-  and.  canal  appi-aiser, 
as  well  as  that  of  State,  eni^i- 
neer.    ]  t  _ua  ve  the  i;(»\'ernor  ant  liority  to  ajipoi  nt  a  su])eriid  I'ndent 
(tf  canals,  w  ith  four  assistants,  to  Indd  ollice  for  four  years.  Tlu' 
terms  of  judues  were  ])ut  at  foni  teeii  years,  and  they  w  ere  to  be 
electe<l  by  the  jieojile;  I»ut  tlu-  (hoice  between  the  methods  of 
ai)i)oint meld  oi-  election  was  to  be  submitted  to  the  j)eoj)Ie  in 
187:'>,  when  election  gained  the  day  by  a  majoi-ity  of  o\-er  two 
htindred  thousand.    The  coii\ eii  i  io;;  coustituti'd  a  priscui  boar<l, 
to  consist  of  ti\e  pei'soiis,  to  hold  ollice  foi-  tell  years  without 
salary,  with  a  salaried  clerk.    The  subje(d  of  allowing  the  Legis- 
lature tu  exercise  authoiity  in  the  uoxernnu'id  of  citi<'s  was  dis- 
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ciisscd,  iiiid  an  rlTni't  was  made  in  in-ohihil.  or,  at  least,  rcsti'icl 
iliat  iiit  I'ifVi'cncc  ill  the  iiit<'n'st  of  tlic  [)riiicij)l(>  advucaliMl  l;ilci' 
iiih1(  r  I  he  name  of  ■'  I  lonio  llnlr." 

Not  inanv  weeks  1m  fore  tlie  usual  close  of  the  L<'^isla  ture,  tlie 
Le^islalui'e  adjourned.  There  wiis  sliil  lime  this  session  of 
IStlS  for  a  bill  to  he  in!  rod  need,  us  was  to  he  ex  |  mm  ted,  l)ro\  idinn' 
for  the  suhiuittinn  of  the  const  it  ui  ion,  as  re\is(Ml,  io  the  vote  of 
ihe  peojde  for  its  adoption.  This  hill  ]iasse(j  the  Asseinhly,  hut 
it  met  with  the  rather  unusual  e.\]ierience  of  a  (liecic  in  the 
Senate.  IJeiuL:,-  def<'ale(l  there,  it  failed  to  Immouh'  a  law,  and 
the  peojile  did  not  vote  on  the  new  c(  uist  i  t  u  t  ii  ui  that  year.  I!iit 
the  Lei;islature  of  1S(>!I  treated  the  Work  (d  the  C(  uist  i  t  ut  ioiuil 
con  veiit  ion,  tin-  lifth  of  its  nanu'.  with  more  i'esp(M-t;  the  hill  to 
suhniit  h(M-aine  a  law,  and  tlie  jMMiple  hud  a  (dianee  to  \(»te.  It 
was  direct<'d  that  they  should  east  their  ballots  separatidy  on 
Ihe  sui'fraL'c,  the  ta.\'ati<ui,  and  the  judiciary  clauses.  NoNcmber 
L',  isiil),  Mas  election  day.  and  the  (-iitire  1  )enioci';itic  ticket  was 
elected. 

The  snjireniacy  of  tlie  Democratic  vote  meant  disaster  I'oi-  the 
new  (•onstituti(Ui,  f(U,  from  The  c(UU|M)sit  ion  (d'  Ihe  con\<'nt  ion. 
as  stat(Ml  above,  it  was  e\ident  ly  reuar<led  by  the  l)enn»crats,  and 
l»<-rhaps  had  been  made  by  I  he  llejuddicans,  lai  :uidy  a  party  nieas- 
nre.  The  c-onsiit  ution  of  ISliT  w;is  reji'cted,  with  tlu'  sini;le  ex- 
cejitiiui  of  the  jndiciar.\  artii  h-.  This  was  adoptcMl  by  a  vote  of 
1*17, L*4h  fo!'  aral  L'Kt,!!:.'  auainst.  On  the  entire  c(Mist  it  ut  imi  tlie 
vote  stood  2."*>v.,!t."l."'>  in  fa\'o]',  and  200, 1.")*)  auainst  it,  thus  the  lios- 
tile  majority  numbered  (i(;..">21.  The  n(  i;io  snffraL^e  <  lause  was 
defeated  by  a  vote  of  21!>,Sl)i2  for  and  l!Si!,4();'.  against,  or  a 
majority  of  :>2,()01  votes.  In  ISllh  ihat  measure  had  ]M)lhMl  for 
itself  a  vote  of  1!)7, .")<»;!  New  Y(u-kers,  and  in  isth  only  S.''),IOO; 
so  tliat  there  was  a  ureat  advance  on  that  line  in  spite  of  the 
defeat. 

As  a  sort  of  necessity,  i^rowinc'  out  of  the  rejection  of  the  re- 
vised constitution.,  tlie  L(\i;islatnre  of  1S72  authorized  tin'  gov- 
ernor to  a[>point  a  constitutional  commission.    It  consisted  of 
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four  itcrsiiiis  I'l-oni  cju  l!  judicial  <listrirt  iu  the  Stale,  aud  tlir\ 
wcri'  cliai'Li.rd  to  fi      u  la  I  ('  and  1)1-(iimis<'  aiucud  nicnt  s  to  con 
stitutiou.    This  couindssion  houan  its  work  ou  I  )cccinl)cf  1,  1S7"_', 
clioosinu' as  <  liaifinaii  Koltcit  11.  IMiiyn,  of  A  Ii»a  n  \ .    'i'lio  amend 
nieut  s  pi'ojiosed  i'(da  t  ed  i  ( >  the  su  fl  faue,  to  1  lie  nia  na  L;enien  I  of  tin 

cauals,  to  tile  linauces  of  llie  State,  to  the  ]ioA\-elS  of  the  Le^is 

lature  aiul  the  L;o\'eiiioi-  as  to  appointments  to  ollice.  'l"he  com- 
luissiou  tiuished  its  sittiitus  on  .Alairh  lo.  1ST:>. 

l»"fore  (!o\eiuoi-  f\'iitou  yielded  up  his  «  haif  to  a  successor, 
liis  adiuiinst  t  at  ion  w  as  signalized  auodiei-  uiemtu  alde  woi  k 
of  peace.  This  was  the  est al>l ishmeu I  of  what  has  been  aptly 
called  the  \  out  ILK 'St,  the  lai'.uest ,  ainl  the  ri(diest  ""  of  the  ueaidy 
Ihii'ty  (-(dleui's  nf  the  State,  t'onitdl  riuNcrsity  is  so  uiiich  <d'  a 
State  institution,  so  mm  h  like  in  its  reac  h  and  ^rasj)  of  trainini^ 
to  those  which  lunc  hecouu'  the  i;lory  of  some  of  the  westei'i! 
States,  that  it  deserves  more  than  a  passini;'  notice  from  the 
writei'  on  the  history  of  the  Stale.  Ilesides,  as  ^ve  shall  see.  if 
^vas  a  mighty  oifshoot  ;j,rafled  upon  a  feeble  State  institution 
that  was  su(di  in  e\ei-y  sense  of  the  term,  the  Agricultural  Col- 
lep,e  at  Ovid,  in  Seneca  Couid  w  lint  an  .iccount  of  the  nni\«'rsity 
that  bears  his  name  calls  lirst  of  all  for  the  life-story  of  l']zra 
Cornell  himscdf.  Apart  from  the  conne(  t ion  with  the  institution, 
it  will  be  weicome(l  as  a  litlinn  and  inslrm-ti\('  addilioii  to  those 
bio;j,ra]thies  of  ])oor  younu  meii  w  ho  b<'came  i)illars  iii  the  State, 
ami  ]iow<'rs  in  jm. lilies,  business,  philant  hrojiy,  r(d'orni,  which 
have  been  unconsciously  accutuula  t  inu  in  oni-  i'ndea\dr  to  set 
before  the  leader  the  sncc<'ssi\-e  ^oveiauus,  oi-  presidents,  ami 
othei-  men  who  have  done  honor  to  the  State. 

Ezra,  Cormdl  was  of  remote  (^)uaker  descent,  his  ancestors 
beiiii;'  amonu,  those  earliest  i-efuuees  from  New  laiuland  who 
received  a  w'elcome  aud  a  land-ui'ant  in  West*  hester  ( 'ounty  fr(uu 
Directoi"  Kiefl,of  Xew  Nelherlan<l.  lie  was  born  on  daiiiiary  11, 
ISOT,  at  \\'est(diestei-  I.andiui;,  ou  one  of  those  man\'  peninsulas 
call(Ml  "  ne(d<s,"  both  here  .and  on  r.onu  Island,  w  hiidi  jut  sharpl\' 
iuto  the  East  lliver  or  Sound.    The  ["articular  [)eninsula  on  w  hich 
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his  family  i  csidcd  was  iiaiiH'd  ( '< inn'l Ts  Xcrk.  His  lallicr  was  ;i 
~lii]i-caip<'iitcr,  hut  iiionimI  ratlirr  Tar  away  from  where  ships 
were  likely  to  be  in  (leiiiauil,  u.iiim  tii  st  to  i  )e  Iliiyler,  in  .Madison 
( 'on  id  y,  and  later  to  It  haca.  at  t  he  head  of  ('a\n-a  Lake,  and  hei'<' 
lie  ori;ani'/e(i  a  poltei-y  business.    In  raw  bul  rai)idly  de\•e|o|)in^■ 
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wost<'i'n  New  York  Ir/ra  Corntdl  i^rew  uit,  with  only  a  coininon 
school  edu(ali(Ui,  but  with  .i  wondei-ful  turn  for  nuMdianical 
handiwork,  lie  worke(l  on  the  farm,  he  mastered  the  mysteries 
of  jiotlery,  he  Liathei'ed  the  kuowled-c  of  sh i p-carpeulcriug  from 
his  father,  and  later  workeil  in  a  machine  slH)p  at  IToiiier,  in 
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Cortlaiidt  County.  In  182S  he  was  back  at  Itliaca,  ami  sciil<-il 
clown  there  as  nianaij,ei-  of  the  mills  ami  I'arlories  ojicia! i-il  liy  a 
Colonel  I'eehe.  Thirlecn  years  later  ]'>ee!)c  retired  from  hiisiiicss, 
and  ('ornell's  connectinn  w  iih  tin  mills  and  factories  ceased. 

This  was  in  isll,  and  the  ^t'I^^r;lIlh  \v;is  just  dawiiiiiL;  tipnn 
tlie  attentieii  of  the  World.  l'r(d'essor  .Ajorse  had  tiot  yet  ]»er- 
suaded  Congress  to  take  up  \\ith  it,  luil  the  keen  niechanic;il 
goinns  of  ("orucll  failed  not  to  see  its  p(»ssil)ilit ies  ami  value,  and 
lie  became  interested  at  once,  so  much  so  that  when  Morse  ob- 
tained his  uiaid  in  IS];!,  ^Ii-.  Coriiell  w  as  appointecl  the  su[M'rin- 
tendent  to  build  tin-  line  from  \\'asliini;toii  to  Ilaltimort'.  \\'hen 
its  utility  had  been  iiicnni  !-o\  eiM  ibly  denionsti-ated,  lines  s])raDjj:,' 
U])  all  over  the  land,  which.  like  the  \-e.\atious  multiplicity  of 
short  railway  lines,  only  needed  ciuisolidal  ion  to  make  teleuraph- 
in^'  nn)re  chea])  and  easy  to  the  public.  The  movement  for  con- 
solidatioti  resulted  in  the  formation  of  the  wclbknown  AVostern 
Union  Teleiirai»h  ('oin]>any  in  IS."),"),  of  which  Mr.  Cornell  came  to 
be  the  lari;i'st  stot  kholder,  b!•il;^in^  to  him  imnu-nse  wealth. 

In  1858,  tldrty  years  after  his  tirst  settlement  there  as  a  man  of 
business,  he  bought  a  lar^e  farm  (Ui  the  outskirts  of  Ithaca,  and 
sctth'(l  (h>wn  to  enjoy  himself  ;it  farnnn^-,  especially  in  the  rais- 
ini;'  of  tined)loode(l  slock.  Not  long  after,  in  18(52,  lu'  was  ma<h' 
a  trustee  of  the  State  A^riciill  ui  nl  ("olle^e  at  Ovid,  in  Seneca 
County,  'idds  inst  i I II I  ion  su  ffered  grievously,  and  was  ju'act  icall \' 
useless  from  a  lack  of  funds  to  keep  it  uoiuj;.  At  Cornell's  sug- 
U'estion  the  Legislature  remo\-eil  the  seat  of  the  collei^c  to  Itliaca, 
and  uavo  to  it  the  urant  of  western  lands  assigned  as  its  share 
to  New  York  whi(  h  had  been  distributed  anions  vari(Uis  States 
by  the  l'e(leral  CoNcrnnient  for  the  bem  lit  of  education.  To  i:ive 
the  colh'i;e  at  once  a  tangible  existence  and  ]»lace  to  \vork  (Ui, 
Mr.  T'ornell  ^ave  it  his  sjilemli  1  farm  at  Ithaca,  and  followed  up 
this  lieiierou.s  (h'e(l  with  an  endowment  of  8.~()0,()00. 

It  was  then  that  a  chanue  v.as  made  in  the  scojie  of  the  A^fi- 
cnltural  Colle^-e  by  exjiandinu  it  info  a  university,  which  was 
incoi'por:i ted  umler  tiie  natiie  of  its  miiiiilic<'nt  benefactor.  The 
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lailci",  how cvci'.  was  nut  yd  tliiDiiuii  with  his  mMici'dUs  jicr- 
fiirinanccs.  Tlic  L;i;r.il  of  a  inilliMi,  acres  (if  wcstt'iii  laml  was 
all  Ncry  wclf  in  iiaiii''.  lini  until  iiioiicy  (-(.iilil  he  rcaiiziM]  for  it, 
1  Ik'  land  w  as  ( if  iiol  iii iich  \  a  1  iH'  t (>  I  he  (  ( tilt  .Mr.  ( 'i inicll,  I  lici-c- 
jniH',  biMij^lit  the  wimlc  iiiillinii  ill'  acres,  iiiakiiiu  an  iiiiiinMlialc 
(ash  asset  nl'  them,  and  iheii  lieund  himself  to  Iniii  ovei'  to  tlie 
coIlcLic  A\hate\'er  profits  he  would  <njoy  in  selling  the  ]ii-o|icit y 
sul»se(|uent  l_\'.  The  founder  of  the  unixiasity  was  pri\ileL:,ed  to 
waUdi  llie  wdrkini;  of  his  mdde  jdans  for  a  jiei-iod  of  ahout  se\-eii 
yeai'S,  as  he  died  on  l)ecemliei-  '.>,  1S71,  at  the  aijc  of  sixty-tive 
years.  A  bio!j,ra|>her  has  well  said  of  liis  career:  "A  \outli  of 
hard  \\(U'k',  steady  application  and  hiuh  amldtion;  a  manhood  of 
noblest  as]»iratioiis  and  inar\'eIous  successes,  ami  au  ad\ance(i 
aj.;e  of  _i;raiidest  pliilantliropie  woi  k  in  l!ie  grainiest  of  all  causes, 
make  tlie  life  of  Coiaudl  a  h'sson  to  the  poor  boy,  the  prosi»erous 
man,  to  I  he  statesuutn  and  [ildlani  hrojtist." 

The  tirst  faculty  of  the  uin\<  rsily  was  oi-^anized  in  ISdT,  with 
Andrew  1 ).  A\'hi(e  as  pri'sidenr.  ami  a^ain  Idouiaphy  must  iuter- 
laipt  the  course  of  history,  to  tell  tin-  life-sto)-y  of  aiiot  her  eminent 
son  (tf  New  ^'(U'k-  State.  Amlicw  Dickson  Wddle  was  born  on 
Xovembei'  7,  is:!!',  at  Ilomei-.  in  ('oitlaudt  County,  where  roriiell 
worked  in  the  niaidnue  shops  uidil  ISL'S.  In  IS:',!)  his  famil.x'  re- 
moved to  Syi  ai  use,  w  heic,  in  ll'o  rapidly  L^row  inu  villaue  and 
city,  his  father  accpiired  a  lavLie  fortune,  ami  also  an  luuKU-able 
distinction  in  i)ublic  life.  A'ouul;  A\hite  was  sent  to  llobari 
College  at  (ieue\a,  and  thence  wen*  to  A'ale,  whei-e  he  was  L;i-ad- 
natec]  ill  lsr>:!;  he  then  ])ursued  s])ecial  courses  at  the  universities 
of  lU-rlin  and  I'aris.  He  was  made  attaclu'  of  the  Tuited  States 
l-f\i;ation  at  St.  T'eterslairu.  and  thus  vaiiK^l  his  earliest  ex]ieri- 
eneo  in  diplomatic  life,  in  which  he  ha>  ij,aiued  smdi  au  eminent 
position  since.  At  the  time  of  this  appointment  liussia  was  in 
the  midst  of  the  ('rinieau  \\'ar.  In  l^^oT  he  was  (  hosen  ])rofess(n' 
of  |iist(M-y  and  iMi^lish  literature  in  the  rni\-ersitv  of  Afiidiiuan, 
but  he  resiiiued  on  account  of  la'alth  in  1S(;2.  In  lSn:>  lie  was 
elected  a  ineniber  of  th<'  State  Sen:ite,  and  it  was  due  to  his  efforts; 
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that  the  heaUh  iHianl  was  ciT-ated  for  New  Yerlc  City,  and  tiiat: 
noniiul  S(di()(ds  were  establislied  in  varions  parts  of  llie  ^^talo,  in 
addition  t(»  the  one  at  Albany. 

When  the  law"  was  jtasscd  in  1S(')2  thai  to  ea(di  Stale  should 
be  ^iven  a  jiortion  of  the  indtMc  lands  for  ('(luca  t  iona  1  |Mn|ioses, 
it  was  White  w  ho  sliniulatcil  the  ^cnei-osi t y  of  ('oiaiell  to  acroin- 
plish  the  i^reat  work  at  Ithaca.  A  i)rofessorshi]i  at  ^'ale  had 
been  olVered  to  .Mr.  While,  bnt  he  declined  it  and  at(<'])ted  the 
pi-esideney  of  the  lie u'  nniw'fsity,  and  oecnjiied  that  position  w  iih 
urowini:-  sneccss  durin^^•  eii;liteen  Ncai's,  or  nntil  ISS.").    In  1S71» 

JMi'.  White  was  sent  as  minister 
to  (ic  riii.iny,  and  auain  in  1S!)l*  Io 
lliissia.  I'lider  the  lalosi  admin- 
istration, w  hen  the  I'aiik  of  riiitod 
Stales  represeiilat  i\  es  had  been 
raised  to  the  hiuln-sr,  .Mr.  \\'hile 
was  sent  as  ambassador  to  <!er- 
many  by  President  MiKinley, 
and  at  the  ((debrated  I'eare  ('(in- 
ference at  Tho  IhiLiUe,  Holland, 
w  here  deh'L^at  i(.ns  of  diplomats 
from  all  coimiries  met  in  IS!ll)  to 
de\ise  a  possible  cessation,  or,  ai 
least,  miliuatioii  of  war,  Amlias- 
sador Wliit(^  was  made  (  hairman 
of  the  .\meiican  deb'uatioii,  and  rendere(l  dist  ini^uished  services 
Ihi'ouuliont  the  w  hole  of  that  momentous  session. 

He  w  as  siiccei'ded  as  president  of  ( 'oriiell  in  lSS.->  by  Charles 
Kendall  Adams,  who  serwd  nntil  lS;»l!,  when  he  was  (dioseii 
l)resideiit  of  tlif  rni\'ersity  df  .M  ichii^an.  Tln'ii  came  into  ollicc 
the  jireseiit  iiiciimbciit.  -lacoh  (bmld  Sidmrmaii.  ('nrionsly 
enough,  althoii^li  .Mr.  Sihiirman  was  boin  on  I'riiice  IMwai'(l 
Island,  yet  his  family  was  originally  idem  iticd  w  ith  New  ^'ork. 
The  Scdiiirmans,  of  New  liochelle.  in  ^^'esl  (diester  Comity,  were 
stan(di  royalists  durini;-  the  llevolntion,  ,ind  emigrated  to  Halifa.v 
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;it  its  closo.  lu  Octobor,  ISO^J,  rorncll  celebrated  its  twenty-fifth 
;inniversary,  and  in  that  year  it  rej»()rted  sixteen  hundred  stu- 
dents, a  facnlty  <if  one  hundred  and  (nrty-six  members,  and  a 
liltrary  of  one  hundred  and  twelve  tlnuisand  \'oluni<'S.  .Vnioiiu' 
(it  her  nolabh'  beiiefael (>rs  li<'sides  ]']zr.i  Cornell,  must  be  men- 
tioned Hiram  Silth-y,  1  leniy  W.  Sau(\  and  Andrew  I).  AVhile  Idni- 
self.  The  latter  ua\'e  to  the  univei'sily  his  libi-ary  of  tlnrty  tlion- 
sand  V(dumes,  and  A\itii  a  donation  of      ( )(),()( M)  eslaldished  flie 

I'resident  NVhite  Si  hool  of  History  and  Pcditiral  Science."  The 
Sa_<i('  College  f(H-  AN'omen  at  t'oriudl  was  foundeil  and  endowed, 
and  furnislied  with  a  handsome  building,  l>y  ileni'y  Sa^c. 

Ibit  this  \aluable  addendum  to  ('orn<dl  I'niversity  reminds 
us  of  a  still  jiobh  r  entei'jirise  in  this  direction,  and  (hat  it  was  on 
New  York  soil  that  tlie  iirst  -welheijuijiped  institution  was 
fon.nded  for  securing-  to  women  a  coll(\i;-e  education  in  every  way 
the  (M]nai  of  tliat  of  men.  Tim  fame  of  A'assar  College  is  in  all 
tlu'  land  :  it  recei\'ed  this  name,  fr.inhly  assuming-  the  raidv  whicdi 
it  (hserved  ann)ui;'  the  C(dleges  (tf  the  country,  in  ISCiV,  abandon- 
in'ji;  then  the  s(»mewhat  mor"  apologetic  ami  hesitatinu  desiuna- 
tion  of  A^issar  I'emale  T'olle^c,  \\du<di  it  had  borne  from  its  incep- 
tion in  ISCil.  The  higher  I'ducation  of  wonn-n  was  distinctly  a 
nn)^■emen(  that  belon,:;s  to  jiost-bellum  days,  and  that  furnished 
occasion  to  some  of  tlie  n(d)Iest  \\'orks  of  peace  in  tlie  laiul.  And 
it  is  most  liratifyini:,-  to  one  \\'it  li  any  \>vh\v  of  State  tliat  in  a  move- 
ment s(»  distim  tly  pro,uressi\  e,  unxlern,  fin  de  siecle,  if  you  plea.se, 
Nev.'  "N'ork  shoidd  haxc  been  the  ]>ioneer.  A'assar  be^aTi  act  mil 
work  on  tlie  com|)letion  of  its  buildings  in  ISC..").  The  second  on 
the  lisit  to  admit  women  to  a  regular  collet;iate  course  e(pial  to 
file  men's,  was  Kansa.s  rniversity,  in  IStlT.  California  and  Xoi'th- 
west<'rn  uni  vei'sit  ies  wire  third,  in  ISC.!);  Michigan  t'ni  vei'si  ty. 
fourth,  in  ISTO;  Syracuse  and  "W'esleyan  uni\-er^i  t  ies,  tifth,  in 
ISTI.;  C(u-mdl  rniversity  I  Saue  College ),  sixth,  in  1S72;  P.oston 
University,  seventh,  in  1ST:'..  .\nd  then  followed  the  out-a!id-out 
women's  colleges,  the  Noinial  Colle-c  in  New  York  City,  in  1S70; 
Smith  and  W  ellesley,  in  IST.".,  and  T.ryn  Mawi-  in  ISS.'). 
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.\  natural  iiuiuii\-  is,  w  hn  was  tlir  man  wlm  founded  \'assar. 
and  thus  made  New  Ynvk  tlic  icadci-  in  so  Lirat i h  inj;'  and  lil,"-!;!! 
a  niovenicnt?  Maitlu  w  X'assaj-  was  horn  in  Norfolk  ("ouniy, 
England,  in  17!l'J,  hut  he  was  !)roui;hl  oNcr  to  this  eounti-y  wlicn 
he  was  hut  foui-  years  of  auc  Ilis  father  settl{'d  in  tlie  ihen 
village  <d"  ]Ntu,uhkeepsie,  and  eshihlishe*!  a  hrewery.  Tlie  son 
c'ontinU(M]  and  extended  the  husiness,  and  as  tlie  i)hu'e  develo])ed 
into  a  tlourishiiiu  t  ily,  iie  lu'eanie  extremely  wealthy.  Anxious 
to  bestow  this  wealth  in  some  proper  and  worthy  mannef,  his 
attention  was  direrted  to  the  eatise  of  woman's  edttcatioii  by  ins 
niece,  3Iiss  ISooih,  a  most  si^nilirant  circumstance,  since  rela- 
tives of  that  kind  are  more  ajit  to  ]dan  to  keep  a.  rii  h  uncle's 
])ro]»i'rty  intaid  than  to  scatter  il  for  benevolent  pui'iioses. 

Miss  llooth's  idea,  was  a  mi>de|  s(  hool  for  i;irls,  but  .Alilo  1\ 
Jewett,  who  becam('  the  first  ]uesident  of  A'assar,  led  on  the 
pliilantliro]iist 's  com('}Uion  to  a  ladder  inno\ation:  to  erect  a 
L'()]h\^('  for  women  of  the  same  standard  as  those  so  abundantly 
pro^'ided  for  men.  The  lirst  incor])oration  t(<(dc  place  on  January 
18,  lS(;i,  wheii  the  adjective  •*  I'eniale"  was  still  thoui^ht  desira- 
ble; but,  as  ^\■e  stated,  in  iStiT,  the  wiser  counsel  prevailed  of 
design;! t iiiL',  the  institinion  plainly  ami  frankly  X'assar  ('(dlei;<'. 
When  the  lifst  nieetini;  of  the  board  of  trustees  was  hehi,  on  {'(d)- 
ruary  LM;,  isr.l,  y\v.  \'assar  transferred  to  their  ])ossession  a  farm 
of  two  imndred  acres,  on  w  hicli  the  i>uildini;s  were  t(»  be  erected, 
and  i»roperiy  in  addition  valued  at  S-MIO,()(H).  Ihd'ore  he  died  the 
doniu'  aihled  in  ^ifts  o\-er  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  imu-e, 
and,  upon  his  d^ath,  ox\  June  l*;'.,  ISiiS,  it  was  fotiml  he  had  be- 
(iueatlie<l  a  sttm  (d'  s-_*.",n.()(i().  csta  blishinu  four  funds — an  auxil- 
iary fund,  a  library  fund,  r.n  art  and  cabiiiet  fund,  and  a  .u'eiieral 
repairs  fund.  "  At  the  tirst  iiiter\iew  with  the  board,"  says  oiu' 
account,  .Mr.  ^'assar  siiowed  keen  foresii:ht  and  ureat  breadth 
of  vi<'W  in  the  remarkal'le  s]>eech  in  whiidi  he  set  f(U'th  his  hopes 
concerninu,-  the  college,  and  his  ideas  in  iciiard  to  the  educatiiui 
of  W(»inen." 

He  insisted  that  no  secdarian  influence  wliatever  sliotild  be  ex- 
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crciscd  uiMiii  tlic  college,  l»iit  slated  (list  iiict  ly  thai  "  the  liaiiiiiii;- 
of  our  students  should  uc\fr  1m-  iuliusted  to  the  skeptical,  the 
in-eliuious,  or  t  he  ininiora  1.""  Hio  faiiii,  which  now  coiist  i  I  ut  <'s  the 
Hi'ounds  of  ^'assar  Collei^e,  was  situated  on  hi^h  urouud  ahoui 
(wo  miles  east  of  l'ouu]ikee|isie.  In  Jnuv,  lS(;r»,  the  first  and 
main  l»uildiii_u' was  coiiipleted.    It  was  live  liundre(l  feel  Ioiil;  and 


till         ,  .•    .         ...f.  ! 


one  tiundred  and  sixtyd'our  fe(-i  deeji  at  the  center,  coiisirtn  ted 
of  re<l  bi-i(dc  with  rriimiiiniis  of  blm^  fi«M'stone.  Meanwhile  a 
{iresideid  and  factdty  h.nl  heeii  at  Avoik  ]irepariiiu  youni;  women 
for  the  entrance  (dass,  w  hile  in  other  ]>l:ici's  the  stimulus  (d'  this 
opportuiuty  had  encoiiraued  ]u-e]iara1  o;  v  studies.  On  Septcm- 
bor  20,  ISCi."),  the  colh'Lie  w.is  ojtciicd  for  the  slrictlv  colleuiate 
curriculum,  and  o\'er  three  hundicd  students  ju'esented  theni- 
S(dves  for  adnnssion.    The  two  biDthers,  Matthew  and  John  (iu\ 
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Vnssar,  ncplicws  of  Mic  roiiiidcr,  lunc  iiohly  folldwcd  ii])  tlicir 
uncle's  worlc,  and  lia\c  added  Imildiiiiis  and  eiid(  i\\  iiieiit  s  iii  later 
ycais. 

<  !()\-ein(»l-  Fonloii,  wliese  Iwd  leriiis  were  dis(  ili^nislie(l  l»y  the 
accoiii  pi  isli  men  t  of  I  liese  \  arin!is  aiHl^iKitahle  works  of  jieace,  was 
SHcc<'edrd  on  laiiiiary  1,  iSil!),  1)\  .I(diii  'i'lieiii  |  isi  >ii  1 1 1  ilTiiia  ii.  lie 
was  lioiii  a1  Sinu'  Sill^  on  .Iaiinai-,>  10,  ISiIS,  and  thus  lie  was 
1  lie  yi  m  litest  mail  u]  i  \  i>  that  I  line  lo  eceii  |iy  t  hi'  ( dViee  ol'  ^oxcrin  ir. 
1  lis  case  had  heeii  e\a<l  ly  ])aral  1  'h  mI  by  the  la  t  est  i  iiruniheiil .  and 
those  who  love  coineiih'nces  may  ol»ser\e  a  eiiiious  one  lielwceii 
these  two  tdiief  iiiauistrates  :  (ioveriior  IlolTiiian,  lioi  n  in  1 
\\'as  inanuni'ated  on  .fannary  1,  ISCII;  (ioveiiior  IIoose\(dt,  horn 
in  iSoS,  A\  as  inar.L!ura  t  ed  on  -Ta.Miiai  y  1,  IS'.)!). 

IIotTnian  received  a  l^ooiI  education  at  the  acath-niy  in  his 
native  village,  and  had  a  re[»utalion  as  a  pnldic  speaker  e\en  as 
a  boy.  1 1<'  ent  er"d  the  so]  dm  more  (lass  of  Tnioii  <  'ol  le^e  in  1  S4:j, 
gi-adnal  ini;'  \vltli  honoi-  in  ISKi,  w  hen  onl\  eii;hleen  Ncai-s  of  aj^c 
Tie  now  be^an  the  sind.\  i>\'  law  at  Sin,u  Sin^,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  l>ai-,  for  which  he  was  ready  nuich  soonei',  (»n  the  first  day 
that  he  altaine(l  his  majority — lha!  is,  on  his  birthday,  dannary 
10,  ISl!).  lie  then  mo\ed  to  New  York  <'ily  ;ind  t'oiiiied  a  law 
part  nershi]!.  I  'rom  eaidy  _\'ont  ii  he  had  bc<-n  a  con lirmed  1  leiiioci-a I , 
and  the  ]ia  rty  i  n  t  h'-  met  ropolis  (dect  ed  him  record  ei-  in  1  S(;o,  the 
yonnucsi  incnmbent  o|'  that  hiuh  and  responsible  oflice  who  had. 
ever  ladd  it.  It  lo  his  lot  to  sentence  nian\'  of  the  riotei-s  of 
ISO;].  lie  ac(piiite(l  himself  so  Widl  of  the  duties  of  the  position 
t  ha t  on  t  he  expira  t  ion  of  his  term  bol  h  I  he  I e  'piibl ica  ns  a  nd  1  »em- 
oci-ats  renominated  him.  and  he  was  (dectcd  b\-  an  almost  nnanl- 
nions  Note,  or  by  sixty  tlionsand  out  of  a  possible  sixlyd'onr  thou- 
sand. 

In  ISO.-)  ho  was  nominated  and  (  h  i  led  mayor  of  New  ^'orlc. 
^Yhile  occnpyinu  this  (dlice,  the  I)emociaiic  pai  ly,  in  ISOO,  maih' 
him  their  mmiinee  foi'  uo\"ernor  (d'  the  State,  but  (iovenior  I'eii- 
loii  was  too  sti-onu  for  him.  Then,  in  1S07,  he  was  i-e-idected 
mayor,  and  when  the  next  year  he  was  put  i'l  nomination  for 
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i:()\('nuir,  he  uaiiicd  the  battle,  and  hci^an  his  ni!t^  in  .laniiary, 
ISd'.),  a  few  (lays  hcfoi'c  In-  had  attaiiuMl  his  fuit  v-lirsi  yc;if.  In 
ISTO  ill'  \\as'i('-cl('(  t('d,  and  the  faiicsl  ]ii()s|MM  ts  of  still  ^fciitcr 
.■Khanccnicnt  were  oju  iuiil:  hrrmc  hiin.  .Many  <  iti7,(Mis  of  the 
Sta(<',  now  niiddh'-ai;c(l.  rcini-nilM'r  how  it  v\  as  (  o'llldcnl  ly  cx- 
|icci('(I  that  ( 1  o\('iaior  liorfiiian  should  one  day  be  sent  to  occnpy 
I  ho  ^^'hil(•  House.  I^nt  the  shadow  of  a  m'oat  wi(  1x0(1  ii''ss  fell 
across  his  hitlioito  niiclondcd  iialli.  W  hile  himself  no  parlici- 
l)ant  in  it,  the  baneful  efforts  blii^lited  his  jtolitical  jirospects, 
lu'ran.se  his  ]);iity  aiil  sonie  of  his  foriaer  associates  were  idenli- 
lied  with  the  rascality.  On  loavin^  the  ,i:(i\ crnoi's  chair  he  re- 
tnrne(l  to  the  [d'adice  of  law,  and  Vvhile  in  seai'ch  of  health  lu^ 
died  at  A\'iesba(]en,  ( iennany,  on  .Mai'ch  '2  1,  ISSS. 

The  thini;-  that  i)Ut  an  end  to  (!o\crnor  Hoffman's  political 
career  was  the  exposure  (>f  the  Tweed  scandal.  I''or  years  cor- 
i-U])ti(»n  had  been  lanipant  in  the  ninnicipal  uovernment  of  Xew 
York.  The  lesson  of  i:raidin,u  fran(  hises  to  cor]»oiat ions  without 
('oini»ensat  ion  to  the  city,  but  wiih  plenty  (d'  bril»e  nuuiey  to  the 
nllicials  who  i;aveaway  the  ln(']'ati\ e  pi-i\  ile,U('s,  had  been  learned 
as  early  as  18.j0.  Thetiisi  burst  of  popular  indi^ual  ion  led  to  tlio 
arrest  of  several  aldermen,  ainon^'  whom  '\\'as  ^\'illiam  ]\Iarcy 
Tweed.    Twee(l  was  born  of  respectable  parents  in  in  New 

York  C'liy,  and  was  nanuMl  l)y  them  after  the  statesman  whose 
career  rellected  so  much  honor  npon  the  State.  The  ininu'  was  to 
exercise  no  s]»(dl  for  ^l)o(l  u]ion  the  infant  thus  decorated  with 
it.  Even  in  youth  Tweed's  conipani(U!s  knew  and  said  that  they 
could  not  trust  him  with  a  (juarter  around  the  corner. 

lie  was  electe(l  alderman  at  t went y-ei^ht  years  of  a.uc,  and  at 
once  set  himself  to  luake  a  li\inu  out  of  p(ditics.  l^y  that  tinu^ 
the  excessi\'e  iTifiux  n(  emiuraiits  from  abi-oad  had  already  in- 
dicated to  dishonest  men  their  opport  uint  ies  to  nmnufacture 
hordes  of  voters,  whereby  ihey  could  secuic  whate\'er  ixisitiou 
and  euKduiuents  apju-rt ainin'4  tle-reto  they  ])leased.  The  arrest 
of  IS.'O  ])ui  a  teiuporar\-  (  heck  to  Twee(rs  plans.  In  sjiite  of  the 
disgrace  he  was  sent  by  the  drove  of  obedient  voters  f multiplied 
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by  sliaiiu'lcss  rcix-al  in,u- )  to  ( "on^rcss,  but  tlicrc  w  as  not  <'11oiil;!i 
chanct'  for  accumnlal  iii^  inoiicv  tlicic.  So,  bitcr,  \v«'  tiinl  'I'wccd 
coiiiiiiissioiici'  of  stitH'ls  in  New  York,  and  tin-  rolling;  ii[>  of  for- 
tune n(»\v  went  merrily. 

]'»nf  tlii-rc  nii^Iit  Ix'  <]ualnis  and  s]»asnis  of  honest  indi^nal  itiii 
anioiiLi,'  the  citizens  auain,  as  in  iSoO,  and,  llieref(»re,  a  new  and 
more  seienlitic  eanipaiun  against  tlie  pnblic  ticasnry  was  oruan- 
izeil.  'i'lus  was  the  formation  of  a  ••  rint;  "" — that  is,  a  numbei'  nf 
piiblir  otlieers  in  coUnsion,  who  \\'onhl  ])hiy  into  eatdi  otlier's 
hands,  thus  niakinu  stealing'  more  easy  and  detection  all  but 
inijiossible.     The  rini;   finally  cop.structe(l   was   coniposcd  of 


"ministerially,"  as  he  called  it,  thinking;'  it  not  worth  while  to 
examine  or  criticise  t  heir  damauinu  contents. 

The  (dection  machinery  was  under  their  control  at  the  ti^i)  and 
bottom — tliat  is,  inspectors  of  iiotli  jjarties  were  ap]>ointed  to  sni* 
the  I'inu  and  serve  it;  the  thre(^  jndiics  would  naturalize  foreign 
citizens  by  tin*  foity-t  housand  if  necessary;  b;inds  of  toni;hs 
would  intimidate  decent  voters:  other  l)ands  would  travel  from 
poll  to  jioll  and  r"])eat  ballots  ad  libitum,  till  at  oiu'  election  there 
wore  eiuht  jiei'  cent,  more  votes  cast  than  tlu^  i)(»])uIation  of  the 
city  wouhl  \van'ant. 

Thus  the  rin:^:'  was  sectindy  iutren(died;  they  themselves  c(ui](l 
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Tweed  liims(df  as  street  commis- 
siouor;  Sweeney  as  city  (diamber- 
laiu  (i.e.,  treasnrei-),  and  Connolly 
as  controller  of  the  tinaiUH's.  These 
were  the  active  moveis  in  the 
scheuK-;  they  wei'e  covered  by  a  skir- 
Uiishinp  line  on  the  outside:  three 
thoroui;hl\  coirupl  indices  to  refuse 
inconvenient  injunctions,  and  grant 
such  as  were  useful,  and  in  variou:^ 
ways  to  defeat  the  pi-ocess<'S  of  jus- 
tice. There  M  as  a  mayor  A\  ho  was 
contiuit  to  sign  all  necessary  ])ai>er;-' 
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not  he  (lisloducd  fvoiii  tlicir  oHiccs;  \vliniiisi)<'\cr  llicy  wished  to 
iiMVc  ch'ctcil  to  any  ollico  \\;is  sure  to  i^ct  it,  and  to  act  a<  i-oi-iliiiLi' 
(o  the  obli.uat  ions  lliat  wctc  dnc  As  a  coiuii-l  c  instance  of  the 
niaunitnih'  of  tiie  ejx  rations  nmh'rtalcen  hy  tlie  Tweed  linu,  tlie 
comity  couit  lion'-c  in  ("ity  llali  I'aik  is  always  and  cohn  inciiiLily 
liointed  out.  'i'lie  l.e^ishitnve  liad  passed  a  haw  ant  iKirizin.u  the 
exj»"nditiive  of  s2r)(),()(H)  for  its  const  met  ion.  W'orl';  on  it  w  as 
bi'unn  in  lS(i2.    'idie  jol)  was  carefnily  nuisi'd;  in  it  was  not 

yet  coinplete(h  ami  s(i, ODD, 00(1  liad  already  been  sixMit,  and  w  lien 
it  was  finally  completed  it  !iad  cost  the  city    1 4,000,000. 

I'^rom  h>cal  worl<,  \\hich  it  is  not  om-  ])ro\inc(*  to  toncdi  np(tu 
too  niinniely.  tl'c  rini;'  found  it  expedient  to  i-ea(  Ii  out  to  the 
wider  tiidd  (d"  the  State.  New  York,  as  otliei'  cities,  was  stili 
lai-^tdy  governed  from  Alliany.  Tt  was  not  so  nim  li  the  jiersist- 
ence  of  the  an<-ient  1i-adition,  Avhi(di  called  f(u-  the  a]>])ointment 
(d'  mayoi-,  and  otticers,  ami  aldeinien  by  tin-  royal  governors,  and 
whi(di  survi\-ed  the  !u-\(dution  in  sonu'  p.ul  icnlais  until  It 
was  rather  a  retuiai  to  the  resumption  of  State  control,  as  an 
escape  from  the  Liro \^  i n i.;-  corruption,  w  hicdi,  as  we  saw,  had  its 
first  otitbr<Mk  in  b'^oO.  ]^,ut  insofai-  as  Albany  liad  a  hand  in 
the  atTairs  of  New  ^'ork,  (huiucr  to  the  juactices  of  the  rinu' 
mi^ht  come  fi'om  that  direction.  Here,  too,  the  a^eiine  of  jxissi- 
ble  interferenci  oi'  attaidc  must  be  closed. 

At  a  nod  (d"  his  own  d ict a toi-ia I  head,  the  mi;^hfy  Tweed  was 
(dected  State  senator.  1 'n fortnnatcdy  it  has  to  be  confessed  that 
])oliticaI  corruption  was  known  outside  of  New  York  City,  and 
1  hat  Tweed  in  the  nat  ural  i^ra  vital  ion  of  like  to  like,  found  ot  hers 
w  ho  were  adejits  at  s(  hemes  wdiicli  only  siiffei-ed  in  comparison 
wit  li  his  own  in  the  smaller  opportunities  antl  t  lie  hudv  (d'  c( dossal 
sums  to  l>e  dealt  with.  The  bli^■ht  of  the  b'eiuiblic  every\\her<'  is 
corrtiption  in  municiiial  [lolitics;  ami  smaller  cities  in  the  State 
were  not  free  from  the  stain  of  th<'  metropolis.  Ilesides,  on  the 
larger  scale  of  State  i^overnment  and  State  ollicial  life,  ]»i-a(dices 
of  corruption  had  also  been  abujidantly  tried.  At  Albany,  says 
one  historian,  ''be  found  liimsidf  in  contact  with  those  who  were 
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quito  ;is  well  vci-s'mI  in  the  arts  of  ci irnipt i( m  as  hiiiisclf.  'I'!ic 
spcculatnrs  wiio  liad  ])! iiikIi'Iim!  tli<-  lOiic  Kailway,  as  well  as  tlic 
cuiiiifi'ci  s  ut'  fount  li'ss  otlirr  jol)s,  had  found  !n  il)cr\  nccossa  i  \ 
foi'  tlicii"  end,  and  llioii-  efforts  hail  laisi'd  tlic  inicc  of  ndIi's,  so 
that,  allhouuh  tlioy  'j,hiill_v  i''cci\('d  'r.\\  ocd  as  an  associate,  and 
willingly  joined  fofces  \\itli  him,  iioiliinu  couhl  he  doin'  willioui 
vast  sums  of  moin-y/' 

Indeed,  hy  a  little  twistinu  of  cause  and  (d'fect,  ami  id'  even! 
and  eonseijuein-e,  the  I  j'^isla  t  life  at  Alliany  was  made  afli-rw  ard 
to  serve  as  a  defense  for  Tweed  and  his  methods  in  New  \'or]v, 
the  ])oor  innocents  became  corrtijU  in  order  to  reimhurse  them- 
selves for  the  tax  upon  thei;'  lnuiesly  laid  at  Alliany.  'Thns 
Tweed,  at  his  trial.  Idaiidly  told  a  jiii  \  :  1  found  il  was  im[)ossi- 
ble  to  do  anythinu  theic  withoiil  ]>ayini;  for  il,  and  money  had 
to  be  raised  for  the  jiassauc  of  hills  uj)  there.  That  was  the  way 
the  rin^  first  became  ori;ani/>i'd---  to  pay  for  bills  to  protect  our- 
selves in  the  city."  ( )f  course,  Tweed  and  his  comiiany  took  iml  h- 
in;;-  for  tliemseh cs;  and  he  was  a  iiiodid  of  honesty  until  he  was 
elected  to  the  State  Senatel 

Ily  the  aid  of  his  persuasive  bribes,  in  spite  of  some  o])])osi- 
tion  already  aroused  within  his  own  j>arty,  the  l)i]l  ^i\in;4  a  new 
charter  to  X(n\'  '^'ork  City  Avas  passi  ii.  r.nil  became  a  law  by  the 
jl'overnor's  signature  on  April  w,  ]STO.  It  reiiuires  some  caution 
to  speak  of  any  decent  man"s  coiniection  with  Tweed,  and  it 
would  certainly  be  unfair  and  unkind  to  smirch  the  L;ood  name 
of  (Jovernor  llotVman.  Yvt  after  the  break-down  and  ex- 
pos uic  id'  the  rinu.  tin'  uo  \  eriioi''s  ow  ii  polit  ical  career  was  ended, 
as  AA'e  ha\"e  said,  so  that  wdiether  justly  or  unjustly  the  public 
must  lia\e  ilisco\-ei'ed  something'  it  ilid  not  like  or  approve  in  his 
attitude  toward  rhese  corrupt  ieiiists.  Terhaps  the  connection  is 
put  faiily,  without  too  uicatly  incriminating  the  uo\-ernor,  ami 
yet  ^■i\■in^  us  an  inkliie^  of  li;^lit  upon  his  subsei|Uent  ]ioliiical 
ruin,  by  the  histoi-ian  w  ho  says,  summiuL;  ui>  the  resources  of  the 
rini;-:  'Mloffman.  who,  at  least,  was  not  its  emuiiy,  A\as  gov- 
ernor of  New  ^'ork." 
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And,  iiKh'i'd,  especially  from  the  si  and  point  of  later  de^■el()p- 
iiienls,  there  was  no  icason  why  <'io\crno|-  lloiriiian  shonid  iml 
ha\('  si^iKMl  the  <  liartei  of  jSTO.  it  abolished  all  conirol  of  the 
city  the  I.euislat  ure.  The  niayoi'  w  as  to  appoint  romniis- 
sion<'rs,  w  hose  tenure  of  ofti-  e  w  as  to  extend  beyond  his  own  tenn. 

too,  had  the  aiijiei lit nie'it  of  hoih  the  eonirollei-  and  the  cor- 
poiatioii  eonnsel.  The  salari<'s  of  all  otlicers  were  lixed  at  his 
discret  ion. 

It  so  liappene(l  that  this  [ii'inciple  of  coneent  i-ated  respon- 
sibility has  Iteconie  the  ap])ro\<Ml  [)iinciph'  of  the  best  and  safest 
nninicii)al  uo\-eriunent  iu  later 
years.  This  is  the  "  l^i'ooklyn  idea," 
so  highly  coinnu'nded,  and  it  nnder- 
lies  the  idiarter  of  the  pieseni 
(h'cater  New  York.  I'.ut  it  was  a 
da;i,L',orons  jo-ineiple  with  Tweed  in 
tlie  saddle,  and  Mr.  Ibdfnian  must 
ha\('  kin)wn  this.  As  was  said  at 
the  time,  the  (  lian^c  effecteil  liy  tlie 
lU'W  chai'ter  \\  as  jiraetically  one 
fi-om  the  intiMWention  (d'  Albany  to 
the  temh-r  mercies  of  a  band  (d'  or- 
,i;ainzed  ]d  iindei'ers.  Yd,  by  tiie 
irony  of  fate,  the  Tweed  (diartei- 
tnrne(l  ont  to  be  an  effective  rt  foiaii  nieasnic,  wlu'n  the  enteriiiLi,' 
weduc  of  a  sinL'lc  hom-st  olVnda!  hand  had  once  conn-  to  be  in- 
serted when  the  exposnre  of  the  frands  roused  an  indiuiiaid 
public  to  action.  Then  Tweed's  (  harler  l>ecame  the  most  efli(dent 
instrnnient  of  Tweed's  ovei  throw. 

The  fall  of  Tweed  and  his  l  ini^  conlirnnd  the  trulli  of  the  old 
aihi^'e,  that  wdien  thieves  fall  out  a.mon^  t  hemstd  \'es,  honest  nu'U 
*-(une  to  t  heir  dues.  ( )ne  of  the  i^awj  could  not  i^et  from  the  rest 
what  he  (h'nian(h'd,  and  in  re\-eime  ^a\e  i»ai)ers  to  tlie  juiblic 
press  whi(di  (leaidy  I'eNcaled  tin'  systematized  robbery  to  which 
the  city  treasui-y  had  been  subjected  for  several  years.    Yet  so 
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sironi^ly  were  the  loiriipt  otVicijils  iiitii'iiclicil  l)_v  thcii-  mliuiriilil.' 
(((•(•upai  ion  (if  stiati'uif  jioinls  of  a|>|>i'(t;i(li,  tliat  when  all  iiicii 
full^\'  ];iK'W  what  tlicy  liad  Ihcii  ami  w-'ic  doiiiu,  slill  llifv  cniihi 
not  be  (lislodm'd,  ami  'I'uccd  coiilciiitM  uniisly  askiM]  :  '•  What  arc 
you  jidiui;'  to  do  a  Ixnit  i!"/"  'I'hc  i  criij  iiici  s  w  illiiii  his  ow  n  jiai-ty 
wcio  {'\vu  yet  o\ (Tniatcli('(l  by  his  slr('nL;th.  The  1  )cnioci  a i  ic 
eon\'<'nt  ion  w  h  icli  in  el  at  Kochost  it  on  ( )(i  oltci-  o,  ]  ST  1 ,  noniina  t  cd 
Iho  lirkfl  <d'  Twcrd's  t  ho(»sin;^,  njion  w  Inch  ho  hinisolf  st<iod  oin'o 
inoro  for  tlic  Siato  Souato. 

]>ut,  novcrthidoss,  tlio  bettor  ojomonls  of  the  Irisli  votoj-.s,  aii'l 
all  of  the  (lonnajis,  rfd'nscd  any  lon,uoi-  to  sn])i>ort  the  rinii\ 
T\veo(l,  indocd  slill  jtotcnt  anionu  the  iunorant  \  (d»'rs  of  liis  own 
district,  was  rctiiiiicd  to  the  Senate  by  a  majority  of  ten  thou- 
sand; but  in  e\'cry  ol  her  district  (d'  the  city  the  ref(»rniers  won  the 
day  aj^ainst  coi  rni)!  ion.,  rollitiu  np  a  majority  of  tw<'nty-f  hri'C 
thousand  in  tlu'  city  ami  fifty-two  thousand  in  the  State.  Tt 
scattered  the  boldest  sjdrits  (jf  the  rinu'.  w  ho  had  not  already  tied. 
Tweed  dared  not  lake  his  seat  in  the  Senate.  He  was  arresteil 
in  December,  IMl,  and  after  a  series  of  dis(diari;cs  and  rearrests, 
and  a  lli^ht  to  <  'id»a  and  S])ain,  he  was  finally  secured,  and  died  in 
]»rist»n  in  bsTs. 

AN'hen  the  Deuiocraiic  majority,  lar,U(dy  manufactured  in  New 
York  City  by  Tweed's  peculiar  methods,  ])ul  (lovernor  Hoffman 
into  the  (diair,  the  bei^islatur''  at  Albany  was  still  Keimblicau. 
I'efore  it  came  in  danuary.  ls(t!t.  i  he  famous  lilteenth  auK'ud- 
nient  of  the  national  cojistitution,  de(dariii;4  that  '•the  linlit  of 
the  citizens  of  the  rnite(l  Stales  to  vote  shall  not  be  deni(  d  or 
abriiliicil  by  the  I'ldted  Slates  oi-  any  State,  on  account  of  race. 
cob)r,  or  ]>revious  condition  of  ser\itude."  It  was  not  to  be  ex- 
pected thai  in  a  State  w  hit  h  w  as  to  cast  this  same  year  2Si.',  UK', 
votes  ai;ainst  ne^ro  sulfi'auc  without  ])i-o|iei-ty  (lualiticat  ions,  a 
majority  of  ^^i'.bOl,  that  tli(»  amemlmei\t  aforesaid  would  find  an 
ahlcT'itons  ratiticat  ion.  The  I  )emocrats  ami  Keimblicans  div  ided 
on  the  subject  on  strict  jiarty  lines,  and  as  tlie  Io'|inbl ii  ans  w<'re 
in  the  majority  in  both  houses,  the  resolution  to  ratify  jiassed.  but 
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(  ImvcMHH*  I  lolTlu.in  oiiiUtcil  to  scud  imiicc  of  (lie  fju't  to  Wush- 
iiiuloii  until  tlu'  Slate  (Icpaftriicnt  scut  word  to  him.  ici  j  nest  i  ui; 
ihc  i-oiirtcsy  ol'  an  otlici;']  notirc  of  tlio  fact  tlicy  liad  ascertained 
1  lir(»ii,uli  other  cliaiincls. 

Tlie  election  in  the  aninnin  of  iMi'.t  clianued  the  coiiiph-xion 
of  the  Leuisia  t  u]-c  of  ISTO  entirely,  the  hcniocr.ils  out  inindierinu 
tlieii'  oiiponcnts  in  both  Imnscs.  At  once  the  notoiious  Tweed, 
from  his  seat  in  the  Scuati'.  olTere(l  a  si'iies  of  rcsohitions  with- 
drawiui;'  the  State's  assent  to  the  jiftcenth  anii'iidmcnt ,  and  a^aln 
a  strict  party  vote  cai-i-ied  the  ]•e^(■rs<'  process.  It  was  an  tinij,ra- 
cions  and  not  pei-ha]is  altouetliei-  loyal  ]iroceedinL:,-  at  the  sta^c 
w'liich  events  had  it'ached  l>y  this  time.  IMainly  and  hlnntly  tlie 
United  States  were  told  that  the  hhnpii-c  Stat<'  refused  "  to  ratify 
the  abovc-ret-ited  pro])ose(l  amendment  to  the  constittitiou,"'  and 
that  it  drew  l)aek  "  abs(diite!y  any  c\])ressiou  of  consent  here- 
tofore i;iveu  thereto,  oi'  ]-atiticat ion  thereof."  It  was,  of  coui'se, 
a  ]iositi(»n  wliich  deri\"ed  no  ilii^nity  or  mi'rit  by  beini;-  fathered 
by  such  a  man  as  Tweed,  and  on  tlie  -whole  the  State  may  be  con- 
liratnlated  that  the  l.eL^islatnre  of  1ST2  a^ain  p,ave  their  consent 
to  tlie  amendment. 

The  Presidential  campaiuii  of  1S72  brou-ht  with  it  s])ecial  rea- 
sons for  interest  and  excitement  for  New  York  State.  President 
<!rant  was  neariti^-  the  end  of  his  hrst  lei-iu,  ami  tlie  ])atent  fact, 
whiidi  is  n-illy  iiothin-  to  his  dis(  ivdit,  that  Iw  was  better  at 
capturiuij,  Pee  than  at  occupxinu  the  Pii'si(h'nl"s  chair,  had 
eaus(,'d  consi(h'ra ble  o]»position  to  him  e\en  Av  irhiu  his  own  ])arty. 
There  were  some  curious  complications  atid  confusions  developed 
by  this  opiiositioii.  in  (],,.  fust  ]thice  there  was  realized  the  coiu- 
cidence  of  pitting  against  him  foi'  the  second  time  a  nominee 
from  New  York  Snite.  In  tin-  campaign  of  P^CS,  Horatio  Sey- 
nn)ur,  ex-uovei-nor  of  (uir  Stat-,  had  led  the  forces  of  the  Deino- 
erats  all  over  the  count  i\,  but  even  his  excellence  of  ])<'rsona1 
(diaracter,  oj-  (do(|ueuce  of  speech,  or  exjieiieuce  as  a  stat<'sman. 
conld  not  ]n'evail  aaainst  the  potent  |>o])ularitv  of  that  silent  and 
modest  i^-entleman  who  had  achieved  one  of  the  Lii'eatest  military 
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siU'fcsscs  (>r  ;iiiy  ai^c,  aii<I  wlioiii  iiicii  di'liulitcd  in  lioiKir  for  this, 
sillcc  he  coiisfiitcil  to  lie  iKHioicd  I  his  \\;!y. 

Now,  aj^aiii,  a  New  \{>\  k  man  was  sch-ctctl  to  In-iiiu  to  a  focus 
the  advci'so  cri  t  icisiii  of  iho  soldici-  ri-csidciit ,  in  ihc  hope  ili:it 
hv  lui.ulit  ho  didVatiMh  Tins  w  as  1 1 oi  acc  ( i icoh' v,  w  ho  had  hooii 
a  sfrlldni;'  ixMsoiiality  in  tlic  affairs  (d'  (lie  Stalo  ;ind  nalioii  for 
luoi'c  than  a  quartci-  of  a  ccniui-y,  ■wiiddiiiL;  his  power,  not  from 
the  vantauo  iji'ound  (d'  (drKaai  position,  hiil  mainly  as  ilic  cdiiof 
of  an  iiitliu-nlial  [taper,    'i'hero  \v('ro  cnonuli  I iidcpcndont  IJcpnlj- 

licans  to  oruanizo  a  convention, 
th.o  avowed  jmrposo  hcin^  to 
\v  i  t  h  h  o  1  d  I  heir  sui)i)oi  l  from 
<!rant.  'rids  coii\cid  ion  nomi- 
nated Horace  (ireeley.  'I'hen  oc- 
cnricd  an  nnpr<'cedented  thinu'. 
'idle  Democrats  did  not  put  for- 
wai'd  a  n.(»mi!iee  (d'  tlieir  ow  n.  bnt 
accepted  (iretdey,  and  j)ronnse(l 
to  make  common  cause  with  tlie 
Indepemh'iil s.  V  e  t  n  e  man 
seemed  less  Iik(d_\'  to  ha\t'  carried 
away  by  Ins  previous  course  oi" 
writing  tlie  unod  w  ill  of  the  [tarty 
opj)osed  to  ( 1  rant. 

'I'Im'  jtolitical  fi.uld  (d'  that  suni- 
luei*  liecam<'  a  liistoiic  one,  with  a  ti-a.uic  end.  Into  it  entered 
nuKdi  of  the  bitterness  that  usually  att<'nds  these  (piadieunial 
uphea\als  (d'  the  nation.  And  steadily  it  became  appaicnt  that 
Tireeley  could  not  win.  It  c(aild  not  t)e  expected  that  there 
should  be  any  ctudial  support  of  (iveidex  by  ])emotrats  of  the 
Noi'tli,  of  whom  (Irc'dey  had  said  and  bidiexed  that  it  would  be 
better  for  them  if  there  were  m)t  a  s(dio(dhouse  in  the  counliy; 
oi'  by  Democi'ats  of  the  Sout  h  w  ho  had  l>een  accustomed  to  regard 
liim  and  Iiate  Iiini  for  a  score  of  years  as  an  aindeaboli  t  ioidst .  (^ne 
statement,  not  esjiecially  hostile,  put  the  case  of  (Irecdey's  candi- 
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(|;i(  y  ill  ;i  w  ay  to  cnin  iiicc  us  li(»w  imitossiblc  a  (.-aiididalc  he  really 
w  as  :  '•  ( Ii'cf'lcy,  wit  h  his  iimiicnsc  cxix-ric'iH'c  and  acutciK'ss,  and 
|tiiilaiit  lirii[dc  ]ihil(is()|iiiy  (»!'  life,  is  slill  unsteady,  ^i-ntcsqiic,  ob- 
stinate, and  rid it  ulous."  It  is  to  be  feare(l  tliat  too  many  things 
in  <ireeley"s  t-a reer  just ified  this  estimate  of  him.  and  mad<'  the 
um-oniplimeiitary  eiiitliefs  too  correctly  desiri]»t  ive  to  be  denied. 

Intimations  of  eominn'  disaster  increased  as  the  siimiin'r  ad 
xam-ed.  It  was  not  at  all  cei  tain  that  tiie  ]>eniocrats  would  rally 
loyally  to  the  banner  they  hail  t  heniselves  raised  ;  an<l  I  ho  boasted 
defection  of  I fe]»u bl ieaiis  dwindled  down  to  very  llimsy  li^iires. 
(Jreelev,  howe\er,  made  a  ^^allant  tii;lit.  lie  stumped  Xew  llanip- 
shire  and  lMain<'  in  Auiiust  and  Timiiisn  1\ ,nua  and  ()liio  in  Se[>- 
tenibei".  ]>ut  political  and  personal  disaster  hunu  over  him.  lie 
was  called  bai  l;  from  his  stumping  tour  to  the  deathbed  of  his 
wife,  and  the  bereavement  crushed  him  sorely.  I*]lection  day 
proved  the  hollowness  of  liis  hojies,  and  the  cold  treachery  of  his 
sup[»oi'ters.  (irant's  ]io])ular  nlaj(^rit^"  was  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand.  The  strain  of  the  campaii^ii,  the  utter  defeat  at 
the  polls,  the  domestic  alllictiou,  all  told  liea\ily  on  a  man  of 
(Jreeley's  years,  and  a  few  weeks  after  Election  day,  on  November 
-J!),  1872,  he  die«l. 

The  State  of  New  York — (Ireelev's  own — had  nivi'ii  Presideiir 
<(rant  a  vote  larger  by  tifty-thi'ce  tliousaml  four  hundred  and 
lifty-six.  This  same  tidal  wa\e  ef  Republican  sn])remacy  carried 
into  the  ^oNernor's  chair  that  jiei'ty's  muninee  by  a  maj(uity  of 
fifty-three  thousand  four  hundred  and  lifty-one.  1'lie  successful 
candidate  was  the  reibiubtable  Jolm  A.  Dix.  once  a  stanch  demo- 
crat, a  membei-  of  the  .Vlbany  IJeuency  with  Marcy  and 
\'an  r.uren,  and  a  member  of  r.ucdianan's  cabinet.  Hut  then, 
from  that  ele\a*ed  statitui  he  had  sent  forth  the  rinuinu  words 
of  ]ia t riot ic  nationalism  :  "  If  a nyone  at  t em])t s  to  haul  down  tlie 
American  tla,u.  shoot  him  on  tlies])ot."  That  had  beiui  the  war- 
cry  of  the  whole  ri\  il  \\'ai\  and  tiie  issm's  to  which  that  war  coni- 
pcdled  his  de\-otion  had  made  of  Dix  a  thoronuh  Ih'publican. 

John  Adams  T)ix  was  ])orn  at  Boscawen,  X.  II.,  on  July  21, 
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171IS.  JIc  bc^an  his  studies  at  l*liillii)s  Aca<l<'inv  at  IvxcN-r,  anil 
finished  ilieiii  at  a  college  in  .Afdnireal,  Canada,  lie  sei-\cd  dm'- 
ing'^t he  War  of  1  Slii  in  I  he  rank  of  secuinl  iieuteiia nl ,  and,  l  ei  a in- 
ini^'  liis  connect  ion  w  it  li  t  lie  aian  y,  lie  ac(iuir<'d  tin  -  rank  (d'  ca  pt  ain 
after  the  war  was  o\<'r.  I  )uri  n^  leisure  luoinen  I  s  he  st  ud  ied  law, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  \'.'ashinL^ton,  and  was  lioiioreil 
with  a  special  mission  to  ( 'oiieidiaL:,cn.  In  ISi'S  he  resiuniMl  fi-om 
the  army,  setlh'd  at  ('ooi(ersto\\  u,  N.  Y.,  where  he  coulinuetl  in 
tlie  {)ractice  of  law"  foi-  two  years.  In  1S30  he  remo\'e(l  to  Albany, 
■\vas  nuide  adjuiant-ucneral  of  the  State  nuliiia,  and  in  is:!:;  be- 
came Secretary  of  Suite,  ami  at  the  same  time  su|ierintendeut 
of  common  s(  hools.  [t  was  then  he  was  admitte<l  as  a  member 
of  the  Albany  l:e^ency.  In  l^K)  lu-  \\cnt  out  of  iMditics,  and  for 
some  time  conducted  a  iieriodical  de\()led  to  literature,  but  the 
next  year  he  was  elected  to  the  Assembly,  and  in  1845  the  Demo- 
cratic party  idected  him  a  member  of  the  b'uiteil  States  Senate, 
where  he  served  till  b"<-l'.>,  and  where  he  uuub'  a  mark  for  himstdf 
by  sul)p(U•till^■  the  AX'ilmot  l'ro\iso  against  the  extension  of 
slaver}'  to  new  ly  ac(iuired  territory  (d'  the  nation. 

For  this  reason  the  I'ree-soil  party,  w  hi(  h,  in  b'^-lS,  nomi- 
nated \'au  l^uien  foi'  President,  i)laced  Dix  before  tln'ii'  adher- 
ents as  a  candidate  for  ^o\ernor;  luit  he  was  defeated  by  Ham- 
ilton I'ish.  Tresident  Pierce  api>ointed  him  assistant  treasurer 
at  New  ^'ork  in  ^ST>?,.  In  iS.jl!  Dix  sup[»orted  lUichanan,  and 
still  in  the  campaiuii  of  isbl)  he  sli(;wed  his  riductaiice  to  leave 
the  tra<'es  of  old  association  by  opjiosin;..;  Lir.coln  and  ^•otin^  for 
liretdxinrid^e.  \\'e  have  noticed  more  than  once  his  a]»i»oint meiit 
as  secretary  of  the  treasury  in  the  closing'  days  of  P>ui  hanan's 
administration.  The  im-ideut  ■\\  hich  called  forth  his  famous  dec- 
laration as  to  the  American  fla^  indicated  his  fetdin-s  on  the 
snbie(d  of  secession,  lie  presiiled  at  the  rnion  S(|uare  uu'et  im;' — 
a  mass-meet inii'  of  citizens  rallying  to  the  su]>port  of  the  ,^o\t'rn- 
nient. 

Durini;  t  he  war  he  s<u'V(^d  as  ;i  nia jor-ucneral  of  \olunteers,  and 
was  api)ointed  to  the  command  of  the  De[tartment  id'  the  X(Um1i. 
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It  \\;is  diu' to  his  vii;il;uic<' and  cliaractt'i'ist  ic  tlccision  that  .Mary- 
hiiid  was  kept  loyah  In  isdii  lie  was  aitpoinfcd  naval  oITkci'  ul' 
I  hf  jtort  of  X(M\-  \'oi  k,  but  in  !  he  same  year  lie  accepted  the  nioic 
tlalk'i'iiii;'  honors  of  minister  pleniixitontiary  to  I'ranct'.  In  ISTL* 
he"  was  (dieted  L;()vernor  of  Now  Yorls',  tlic  K<'i).nl)lii-;'ins  carryiiiL; 
cvci'yt liinj:,'  hcfoi'c  them.  He  was  renominated  in  ISTt,  I»ul  the 
])emoeratir  party  liad  tlien  recoveri^d  from  the  incnbus  of  'i'weed, 
and  some  of  its  own  standard  bearers  liad  done  noble  work  in 
ideariiij;'  off  the  stains.  Ilem-e  tlie  IJepubliean  ean<lidate,  eminent 
and  excellent  as  he  was,  was  defeated,  (bivei-nor  l>i\  then  re- 
tired to  private  life,  and  died  in  X(MV  York  City  on  Ai)ril  21,  1^^7^), 
at  the  good  old  age  of  nearly  t/ighty-one  years. 


PIERREPONT  ARMS. 


CllAJ^TEii  XXIl. 

A  FACTOi:  1\  rKi:SIl)i;XTIAL  CAMI'AIGXS. 

ITll  the  yt'&i'  isn't,  iiiio  wiiidi  ami  [last  w  hich  the  events 
of  this  eha]ilci-  will  ean'\'  us,  \v<'  rross  the  threshnld 
(tf  the  last  (juartei-  of  t  his  (■cntiiry.  And  nnw  the  task 
of  the  historian  bceonics  materially  (lilToi'cnt  from 
wliat  it  was  before.  J'resideiit  Andrews,  \-enturin^-  ii[ion  just 
such  ANork,  remarks:  "  The  task  is  certainly  ardufuis  and  ha/aid- 
ons.  None  of  the  sources  of  our  most  I'eceiil  history  have  as  yet 
been  sifted.  .  .  .  State  and  i>i-i\ate  jiapers,  nee<led  full\-  to 
explain  the  acts  of  jniblic  nu-ii  ami  the  ])olicies  of  administra- 
tions, .  .  .  are  yet  uiKh'r  seal.  ...  In  discussions  of 
yesterday's  transactions  srattMuenls  the  most  tnu'  are  sure  to  be 
challenged  from  some  (piarter.  .  .  .  And,  however,  sincere 
and  uni-enut  t  in;.',  the  elTort  to  treat  all  sections,  parlies,  and  per- 
sons with  perfect  fairness,  ])erha|»s  no  man  can  juil^c  his  coie 
tempoiaries  without  a  deuree  of  pi'ejudice." 

Xap(deon  did  not  w  ish  any  life  of  him  \vritten  within  at  least 
fifty  years  after  his  death,  and  both  Scott  and  Abbott  fell  inio 
the  exti'emes  of  abuse  and  eulogy,  resp(M-t ively,  by  wriiiuL;,  his 
life  within  that  peiiod.  It  mi-ht  well  be  adoi)ted  as  a  canon  of 
historii  al  writing  in  ueneial.  I'.efoi-e  tlie  distam-e  of  half  a  cen- 
tury from  the  events  to  be  dealt  with  has  been  attained,  it  is 
dithcnlt  for  the  historian  to  keep  fiom  Ih'Iul;  a  jiariisau.  And 
even  should  he  succeed,  men,  still  \iol<'iitly  agitated  by  the  iMish 
of  recent  <'\ents,  still  fceliiiL:,-  withiri  their  souls  the  heat  of  burn- 
in;;' qn<'st  ions,  will  accuse  any  statenienr  oi-  con(dusi(Ui,  Iiow(ner 
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impartial,  of  boin;;-  as  much  inlhioncfMl  hx  ])arty  feeliii,<;-  as  would 
lie  their  own.  llcncc  in  the  cliajjtors  tliat  remain,  we  shall  touch 
hut  li.uhtly  briefly  u[)on  reeenl  events,  and  be  as  colorless  as  we 
can  as  to  matters  of  dispute,  if  indeed  ^^•e  ju-esent  such  at  all. 

Curiously  enough,  as  if  to  ])nt  our  elToris  at  imi)art  ialily  to  a 
pari ienlarly  severe  test,  several  tinn^s  during  this  last  ((uarier 
(»f  the  century  New  York  was  made  iiu  im]M)i-taid  factitr  in  I'resi- 
denUal  cani])ai;.',ns.  (">ften,  in  eai-lier  days  of  the  centui-y,  did 
she  ]>lay  an  important  [taid  in  tli<'Si'  ([uadrennial  events,  and  the 
api)earaiu'e  of  one  of  her  sons  upon  tlie  ticket  was  deeine<l  essen- 
tial to  success.  But  for  a  f(  w  decades  before  an<l  after  tlu^ 
middle  of  the  century,  the  caudidates  haile*!  from  elsewhere  as 
a  general  thin<i-.  In  1S'!.S  and  in  1S72,  however,  as  we  have  al 
ready  seen,  Seyiuour  and  Clreidey  led  a  defeated  host  as  can- 
didates a.aainst  Cjleneral  Tirant.  And  after  this  in  every  cam- 
])ai,i;n  until  the  last  om'  of  ISDO,  a  New  York  man  was  either  a 
candidate  for  I'residcuf,  oi-  N'ice-Presiden t.  for  one  oi-  the  other 
jtarty,  gaijuni;'  the  day  foi-  tlie  hi-her  or  the  secondary  [xisition; 
oi'  (dse  in  some  other  A\ay  New  York  was  drawn  into  the  \'ortex 
of  aspirations,  calculations,  and  complications  that  ever  attend 
our  Presidential  elections,  both  before  and  after  they  are  de- 
cided. 

In  ISir,  Tilden,  of  X(  w  Yoi'k,  was  tlie  l^emocratic  candidate 
f(U'  President,  and  Wheeler,  of  New  Yoi-k,  i-an  sec(»inl  on  the 
Pepublican  ticket  with  Hayes.  In  1  SSI)  (iarlield  and  Aitliur,  for 
Hie  Kei^ublicans.  were  pitted  against  llanco(dx,  the  nomiiu'c  of  the 
Deuiocrats,  and  hailinu'  from  New  Y<u-k.  because  of  Ids  otlicial 
residenci'  on  Ooveriioi-'s  Island.  In  ISSI,  r'l<'veland,  of  New 
^  oik,  led  the  Deuiociatic  foi-res  to  vicfoi'y;  in  ISSS  he  met  with 
defeat,  but  :\Iorl(Ui,  of  New  ^'(U'k,  became  ^'ice-PI•esident  umb'r 
Ilari'ison.  In  iS!)2  Cleveland  a-ain  won  the  fi-ht,  and  ll.in'ison 
then  was  mated  with  T.'eid  for  \'ice  Pivsideut.  a-ain  of  New 
^'ork.    In         — but  there  is  uo  arcuuidiuL:  bu-  IS'.IC,. 

In  the  fii-st  of  these  Pi  esid.  ui  t  ia  I  camp,iiv,us  in  which  Xew  Yoi'k 
played  so  pivotal  a  ].art,  aj.p.'ars  the  iulerestin-  ti-ure  of  SJamue] 
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J.  Tildcii.  He  had  bcKHue  j^ovornor  of  New  York  on  January  1, 
IJ^T."),  and  claims  our  altontion  first  of  all  on  that  account.  Ih- 
AA'as  born  at  Now  Lebanon,  (\dunibia  County,  on  I'ebruary  i), 
1814.  Ho  was  tlms  nearly  sixty-one  years  of  a;;<'  when  he  entered 
upon  the  oltice;  but  his  picdecessor,  Dix,  was  seventy-four,  and 
^forton,  one  of  his  sut-cessors,  was  seventy,  at  these  same  im- 
portant periods  of  their  lives.  Tilden's  i;randfather  was  anion;; 
llie  pioneer  settlei-s  of  the  county,  bein-;-  the  founder  of  New 
Lebation,  since  made  famous  by  the  abode  of  the  Shakers  in  its 
vicinity.    His  father  was  farmer  and  merchant  ccnnbined,  a 

man    of   substance   and  intelli- 
^■^^^^^^  gence,  a  friend  of  Van  P>iiren, 

whose  lionie  at  Kiuderhook  was 
not  many  miles  away,  and  under 
whose  intlueuce  young  Tilden's 
ideas  largcdy  took  shape.  lie  was 
at  first  sent  to  Yale,  but  grad- 
uated from  the  University  of  New 
York  in  1837.  Then,  devoting 
himself  to  the  stmly  of  the  law, 
,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 

m^-  -1841. 


\ : 


i 


lie  opened  an  oflice  in  New 
York  CMtv,  but  not  content  ^^ith 

FITZ-GUEENK  HALLECK. 

that  he  started  on  a  journalistic 
career,  pnl>Hsliing  and  editing  the  MDniiinj  Xcirs  in  1844.  'I'lius 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  public,  he  began  his  jxilitical  career 
l>y  being  electeil  a  member  of  the  Assembly  in  184.j.  The  next 
year  was  that  of  the  fourth  constitutional  i-onvention,  to  \\hi(  li 
he  was  elected  a  deli  gate,  and  was  placed  on  the  committees  of 
finance  and  canals.  After  1840  he  abandoned  public  life  for  a 
season,  de\oting  himsidf  to  liis  law  business.  His  attitude  dm  in", 
the  times  that  tried  nKUi's  souls — and  espet-ially  jiolit ician's  souls 
— is  evinced  bv  A\hat  he  said  to  some  Southern  men  in  December, 
18r;0,  who  expected  that  there  would  not  be  a  united  Niu'th,  on 
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iicconnt  of  party  hostilitios:  "  You  must  not  ox])OCt  the  Noi  t licrn 
I )t'inoci'ats  to  hold  the  noveniniciil  w  hilc  von  wiiijt  it  I  " 

\\'lH'n  tlio  'I'wcL'd  scainlal  caiiu'  to  iis  tiiial  cxiiosun',  lie  licadcMl 
tlic  iiiovfiiu'iit  auaiiist  the  roldicrs  in  Ids  dwn  jiartv.  He  slicn- 
uiiiisly  fought  tlio  riiii;  diii-inu  sixiccii  iiionllis.  ni'i;l«'cl  i  iiu  Ids 
iaw  busiiK'ss,  \\liicli  was  •.'Xcccdiii^lv  Incral'nc,  so  that  th<'  h>ss 
1 1ms  entailed  amounted  to  a  i'oiiiine.  Laii;fly  as  the  I'^sidt  of 
these  j^euorons  endea^"ol•s  in  the  (  ause  of  ])Utily  and  honei-  fer 
his  own  party,  as  wdl  as  for  the  city  iiovernment,  'rildcn  was 
forci'd  to  the  front  in  pid)lie  lif(.^  ai;ain.  lie  was  nonnnated  as 
i;(tvei'nor  of  the  State  by  the  ] 'emitrrats  in  1S74,  and  (decled  by  a 
majority  of  tifty  thousaTid,  unnianipnlated  or  niannfactured  this 
time  by  riiru'  devices. 

In  1S7<),  ^\■hile  still  ^io^•ernor  of  the  Sta1<',  he  A\as  deemed  the 
strou^Uest  name  for  I'l-esident  in  the  J  »t'mo<-ratic  jiarty,  (»f  which 
\\e  shall  say  more  anon.  Aci-eptin^'  defeat,  though  \ictoi-v  had 
seemed  sure,  he  eiice  more  returntMl  to  ])rivate  life  and  to  busi- 
ness, accumulat ini;-  large  wealth.  He  dii'd  ;u  his  couuti'y  seat  at 
'^'oid'Cers  on  Aui^ust  4,  1S>^(1.  Mv.  Tilden  had  never  nuirried,  and 
of  his  vast  estate  he  left  iive  ndllinns  of  dollars  to  found  a  public 
library  in  New  York  City,  ilis  heirs  {)bj''cted  to  this  disjiro- 
p(trtionate  division  in  favor  of  charit\-,  beini;-  more  than  half  of 
his  fortune,  latiuatien  ensued,  leaving-  but  s."')00,00()  fer  the 
library.  I'ut  m>w  one  of  Ihe  heirs  geneiously  relinquished 
S2, 000, 000  to  carry  out  his  uiii  lc"s  w  ishes.  It  ^^■as  then  ])i'o])osed 
to  combine  this  gi'car  '•Tilden  foundation"  with  the  s|)lendid 
benefactions  of  John  Jacob  Astor  ami  James  Le]U)X,  whi(  h  had 
create*!  the  faniotis  libraries  of  those  mtnu'S.  and  constitute 
oiU'  public  lilirarv  of  surpas-;ing  Aalue.  T\\\s  rombination  was 
effected,  and  the  building  to  contain  the  library  is  now  under 
'^•onstruetion. 

Determined  to  crush  corrii]pi  ion  in  the  State,  as  he  had  done  so 
efl'ectually  in  the  city,  (bivernor  Tilden's  first  year,  was 
marked  by  the  number  of  legislative  comnnfteos  sent  out  C)n 
quests  after  abuses.    These  had  l>een  a]ii)ointed  under  thr-  stim- 
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iilus  of  his  iiu'ssauc  addiH-sst-t]  to  the  Lo^ij;is]ature  assciubliiiu-  in 
Jauiiai'V,  1S73.  Tlu'i-c  was  a  coiiiniii  Ico  sent  down  to  look  into 
tlu'  iiia^ia.^fnu-nr  of  tiio  (|uai-antino  station  in  New  \'oi  k  llailiov; 
and  lateral  snhjocl  s  nndci-  invest  i^ai  ion  were  1  he  boa  nl  of  heal  I  h, 
and  the  <loinus  of  those  who  had  (Ijarue  of  the  inii»orlaiit 
business  of  receivini;-  ininii^rants  from  al)road.  A  second  com- 
niittee  had  for  its  snbject  the  eanse  of  the  i-ai>i<l  inrrease  (d 
(•I'inie  in  New  ^'ork  ( Mty ;  and  a  third,  ehari;es  that  had  been  made 
of  abuses  connected  with  the  new  (djsolete  debtors'  prison  in  the 
county  of  New  York.  All  these  appeal'  to  have  been  ccIkk  s  id' 
the  corruption  days  under  Twt-ed  in  the  one  locality  of  the 
iiietroi»olis. 

Jiut  there  was  also  a  fair  tudd  for  invest i,i;ation  in  the  lai'iicr 
sphere  of  thi'  State.  (io\  ernor  'I'ilden  revealeil  some  interest  in^^ 
fii!,ures  in  I'egard  to  the  doinus  of  the  canal  authorities,  in  a 
si)ecial  message  to  the  I.e^islat iii-e  on  that  s\djj(Ht.  lie  showed 
that  for  li\('  years,  from  iSCiii  to  IST  !,  the  rec(d])ts  from  tolls  on 
the  (deven  canals  under  State  control  amounted  to  >?15,05S,;^()1. 
Aj^ainst  this  stood  the  amonnt  of  si), 202, 434  exjiended  on  opei-a- 
tioii  and  urdimini  rejiairs;  so  that  the  State  niii;lit  have  congrat- 
ulated its(df  on  a  comfortable  surplus  of  s.j.sr)."), 927,  wei'e  it  not 
that  durinu  these  same  five  years  the  money  spent  fur  v.rlni- 
(trdiiKini  repaiis  had  been  lam  u|)  to  si 0. !)(((), (14  1,  so  that  for  the 
surplus  there  was  a  detirii  of  s."),! (1 1. CUT.  This,  it  seemed  to  the 
governor,  in\  ite(l  an  inxcst i^ation,  and  the  Le^islatuie  was  (d'  the 
same  mind. 

'riio  next  year,  ISTd,  tloveiaior  Tilden  was  made  a  camlidale 
for  Tresident  liy  the  I)emocralic  p;i]ty  of  the  \\h(de  country.  Tt 
^^'as  the  ceidennial  year  (d'  the  1  )e(  lai'at  ion  (<(  rnilepen(hMu-e,  an  ! 
with  great  enthusiasm  was  the  auspiciotis  fa(d  c(dtd)rated  in 
every  j)art  i>t'  the  rnion.  and  also  of  our  Stat(\  r>nt  all  this  was 
over  on  July  1,  and  hd'i  plenty  (d'  time  for  the  excitement  attend 
ing  our  (|uadrennial  tdei  tions.  On  XoNcudiei-  7,  1S7<n  the  gi'ea' 
(|uestion  of  who  should  be  the  next  President  was  carried  to  thf 
p«dls.  and  the  next  day  flaming  headlines  in  the  pap<'rs  (d'  both 
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the  Dciiuicratic  and  Ii*('])ulilicau  parties  aiiiKtniiced  thai  Mi'. 
'ril<l''ii  had  Im'cii  ch'ctcd.  Jliit  as  the  hours  passed  on  (h)nl)ts 
arose  and  _t;re\v  to  more  and  iiioi-e  sei-ions  uncertainty.  "  'I'o  t'lis 
day,"  says  Pi-esideut  Andrews,  "the  (inestion,  was  Tihh'U  or 
llayt's  duly  elected?  is  an  open  one."" 

If  the  popular  \"ote  couhl  have  setth'd  il,  r,()\'ernor  Tihh'U 
\N'(»nhl  havo  ^one  into  tlie  White  House  hy  a  ])lurality  two 
hundred  and  tifty-oue  thonsafid.  Of  tlie  Xoi-thern  Slates  he  car- 
ried New  York,  New  Jersey,  Indiana,  and  ( 'oiinect icnt ;  tliere  was 
no  (h>ubt  of  a  "solid  South,"  until  the  returns  came  in  from 
Louishiua,  Florida,  and  South  Caro- 
lina. Hero  the  returning'  boards 
(dainietl  that  several  Democi'atic  dis- 
tricts must  be  counted  out,  be(;aiise  of 
frauds  committed  there;  and  those 
omitti'd  in  the  count  just  left  a  ma- 
jority for  the  Kepublican  <dect(n's, 
whicli,  in  turai,  i;ave  the  Ke])ublican 
eaiulidate  a  majority  of  oiu'  in  the 
electoral  college.  Cries  of  fi'aud 
were  naturally  raised  (ui  the  other  side 
also.  It  seenu'd  as  if  at  last  a  Presi- 
dential (dection,  like  those  of  South 
American  republics,  would  ha^•o  to  be 
decideil  in  the  United  Stale's  by  the  force  of  arms  and  the 
calamity  of  civil  war. 

Put  the  i;(iod  sens(>  and  sel f-res]icct  of  the  ]ieo[)le,  and  the  all- 
dominating  regard  for  constitutional  methods,  carrie(l  them 
sabdy  throU!j,h  the  crisis.  When  Congress  itstdf  i^ot  into  a  dead- 
h»(dv  on  the  amieiit  methods,  a  ]iew  oni'  A\"as  projiosed  and  ac- 
cepted. This  was  tiie  creation  of  an  electoral  commission.  It 
was  to  be  com])osed  of  tive  se  nators,  live  re])r('sent  at  i ves,  ami  five 
justices  of  the  Supreme  ("ourt.  In  the  tiiial  com])osition  of  this 
l»oard  of  tift(M'n  men,  it  was  found  tliat  ei^lit  were  Republicans 
and  seven  Democrats;  and  it  is  a  pity — no  matter  how  (N)nscien- 
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tionsly  aii<l  impart  i;i  1  ly  Hk'sc  iim'H  may  liavc  acted  —  thai  tlic 
vott'  of  t'ii;lit  to  s<'\cii  was  in  exact  ac<  (>r(la nee  w  iih  tlicse  |iarty 
(livlsiuiis,  all  the  IJeinihlicaiis  Noting  (»iie  way  am!  all  the  l)eiiii> 
crats  till'  ot  hei',  t'oi-,  ill  spi i e  ( if  evei-y  ot  lier  c( )iisi(lei  a I  ien,  t  his  li.is 
loft  the  impression  tliai  the  (pieslioii  was  not  (lecitleil  on  its 
niei-its.  The  commissien  sat  from -lannaiy  :U  to  Maicli  2.  It  was 
just  in  time  for  I  In  I  lierford  i!.  Hayes  to  be  inaui^ni-ate<l  President 
on  Mai'idi  I,  3S77. 

Ne^\'  "^'ork  State  could  comfort  itself,  llo^ve^('r,  that  thus, 
althoui^h  it  had  lost  the  Presidency,  William  A.  W  heeler  became 
Vice-I*rt'si(b'nt,  the  sixth  fi-oni  New  ^'ork  to  occu[»\'  that  oltico. 
lie  was  l)o]-n  at  ^lalone,  I'rankliTi  County,  on  -Turn'  UO,  ISl*.).  He 
was  of  li'eN'(dnt  ionary  anc(  stry,  his  forbears  having  been  Massa- 
chusetts soldieis.  His  father,  a  law'A'er,  had  remo^■ed  from  \'ei-- 
niont  to  Malone,  and  died  when  William  was  but  ei.ulit  years  of 
a_^e,  leaving  aWo  two  daughters  and  a  widow  'with  no  means  of 
support.  They  maTia.ued  to  keej)  the  boy  at  school  till  he  liims(df 
Could  tea(di  a  country  <lisnict  school,  and  he  sa\i'd  eiion^li  from 
the  pittance  of  salary  to  enable  him  to  attend  the  ruiversity 
of  A'ermont  for  two  \ ears.  He  then  studied  law  for  four  years  at 
ilalone,  "was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  at  om-e  stejiiied  into  public 
office,  beiu!.';  elected  town  (derk,  at  a  salai-y  of  •*^2t)  \n^v  annum. 
Next  he  was  made  a  srlnud  coi'in; i^-sieixM-.  and  then  a  sclio(d  in- 
si>ector.  In  1S47  tla'  Whi^s  elected  him  district  attm-ney  on  a 
union  ticket,  lb'  ^\■as  in  the  Assembly  in  lsr,0  and  IS.")!;  became 
a  State  senator  in  is.")!,  and  A\'as  sent  to  rnuL^ress  in  ISIIl.  Aftei' 
one  term  h"  retired,  but  was  elected  a.uain  in  ISt'i!),  and  served 
continuously  until  ISTT. 

AN'hile  a  menibei-  of  Conuress  the  '-Salary  rJrab law  was 
passed.  Mr.  \N'lie(der  took  the  .additional  salary,  bouuht  ^o\ern- 
ment  bonds  wiih  it,  assii^ned  !he>'('  to  tin'  secretary  of  the  ti-eas- 
iiry,  and  hail  them  canceled,  so  that  neithei'  he  nor  his  heirs 
could  by  any  ]»ossibility  e\ei'  i^et  liold  of  the  mone\'.  As  we 
noticed,  he  was  elected  ))resiib'nt  of  the  tiflh  constit  utioTial  con- 
vention in  ISCiT.    In  IsTo  he  was  (  hairmau  of  the  House  Commit- 
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ti'C  on  Soul  hern  AlVairs,  and  he  w  as  inst  i  iiiunital  in  pacifviiiii 
the  irritated  clenu'iils  ol' the  polii ical  situaridii  in  Louisiana. 

At  tlio  Republican  ronvcniion  of  lS7(i,  w  liicli  nominated  Hayes 
for  I'resident,  the  tirst  "  dai-];  lioi'se  "  of  re(  <-nl  days,  he  w  as  h>ni; 
kept  betoit'  llie  deh-i;ales  as  an  a\ailahh'  candiihite  for  the  tirst 
J  (lace,  but  when  Hayes  was  seh'cteil  for  t  his,  t  ho  choice  foi-  second 
place  settled  at  once  n]ton  \\'he(dei-.  In  18T!>,  when  a  ])itlei-  fac- 
tion iit^ht  had  ai-iscn  in  the  Kei)nblican  ])arty  Itetween  the 
"Stalwarts"  and  "Half-breeds,"  \'ice-I*i-esid<'nt  Wliecder  a.L;ain 
acted  as  a  ]»eaceniaker,  and  i-onci  liat  od  tlio  conflicting-  intorests 
at  the  coincntion  of  Saratoga.  Hi  ISSI,  wiien  In-  had  left  the 
Vice-Presidency,  he  was  aslced  to  stainl  as  candidate  for  Tnited 
States  senator,  but  he  declined.  His  health  had  become  en- 
feebled, and  he  I'etired  to  }»i  i\  ate  life  at  liis  home  in  Malone.  I  [e 
died  June  4,  18?<7. 

The  Presidential  (  am])aiun  of  ISTt'i,  carrying,-  New  York"  foi-  'Sir. 
Tihlen,  made  the  l)emocratic  candidate  foi'  i;ovi'rnr)r  also  carry 
the  State,  and  that  b_\  a  majority  of  over  thirty  thousand.  I'^amil- 
iur  names  come  to  the  foreiii-ound  in  connection  with  this  canvass. 
The  Kepiiblican  party  nominated  Ivlwiii  D.  Mori;an,  who  had 
been  jiovernor  in  IS."")!);  and  over  auainst  him  the  Democrats 
thou.iiht  at  tirst  to  set  a_t;ain  Horatio  Seymour,  who  had  (b'feated 
him  in  18(>2,  when  he,  for  the  second  time,  was  (dected  to  occuiiy 
the  (diair  he  had  tilled  just  ten  years  before.  I'rieiids  of  the  e.x- 
<;()Vernor  had  i;i\'en  assurance  th.it  he  would  accej)t  the  nomina- 
tion, but  when  it  ^\•as  made  he  deidiued  absolutely;  and  then 
l.ucius  IJobinsiui  was  nominated,  .md  i:ainc(l  tiie  election.  Wo 
started  the  new — or  the  idd  —  term  of  three  years,  f(U'  it  was  a 
l•e^■ival  of  older  times.  The  failure  of  the  peojjle  to  ratify  the 
constitution,  as  re\ised  in  iSi'.T,  had  brouuht  abotit  re\  isiiuis  by 
piecemeal  at  various  intervals,  au<l,  amon^-  other  amendments 
voted  on  by  the  peo])le  in  ISTC,  was  one  ^(linu  \>:\ck  to  the  custom 
of  the  previ<uis  century,  ^^•heu  the  governor  served  for  three 
years.  The  term  of  two  years  Ix'^an  with  (loveruor  Yates  in 
1S23,  whon  the  date  of  iuauuurati(Ui  was  also  chnn,u<M]  fiom 
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Julv  1  t(»  January  1.  (Invcnioi'  Ilobinsnti  was,  t  licrcforc,  the 
lirst  to  begin  a  term  of  (hico  years  a.naiii  uiKlt-r  tlic  lali-r  aiiicml- 
luent,  when  ho  was  iiiaiii:uiat<  <l  dii  Jainiaiy  1,  isTT. 

Lucius  Kobiusnii  \\;is  boi'ii  at  lid lia I n ,  in  rircciio  ''ouuly 
( ^^ilOI'o,  also,  a  lucN  ious  ^o\-cru(ir,  \\'asliin;L;t<)ii  IIuul,  had  lii-sl 
soon  llio  light  ),  nil  X(.\cuilior  t,  1 S]  0,  so  I  lial  he  had  at  I  aiiic(l  the 
good  (dd  ago  of  sixty-six  years  w  hen  he  was  iiidii(  t<M|  into  olTu c 
TTo  was  educatril  in  (he  coniiiKin  siduiols  nl'  his  distrirl,  and  then 
went  to  tlio  acaileiiiy  at  D'dhi,  in  l>(dawai'e  Conniy;  afii-r  whirli 
he  studied  law  and  was  admirred  to  the  bar  in  ls:!2.    His  tirst 

]»ublic  otlice  was  that  of  district 
attorney.  In  ISj;'  hw  became  nias- 
tei-  in  (  hancery  for  Xe^\"  York  City, 
and  ludd  ilie  position  during  four 
years.  He  was  a  democrat  of  the 
ohh*r  siaiMi),  uniil  IS-'if,  \\hen  tlie 
Keinildican  j)arty  ^\•as  organized, 
and  he  was  (hen  cdected  to  be  a 
nieiiiber  of  tlie  Assembly  as  repre- 
senting  thai  party,  and  \\as  also 
elected  controUer  of  the  State  as  a 
K'e[)ubliian,  in  whiidi  ca[)a(dty  lie 
served  fro)ii  b^lil  to  lS(;r>,  or  during 
the  entire  war  period.  After  the 
stress  of  iis  cNciifs  he  seems  to  have 
taken  u})  his  fortunes  with  the  1  >emocrat s  again,  for  he  was  their 
candidate  for  goNcrnor  in  ISTC*.  lie  was  nominaied  again  in 
1ST!),  l>ut  was  tlien  defeat<'(l  by  the  le'pub! ira u  nominee. 

Several  cNcnts  id'  interest  to  the  entire  State  oci-urred  during 
tlio  three  years  nf  Mr.  lod)iuson's  adniinisi  ral  ion.  ( )ne  not  alto- 
gether agreeable  to  coiilemplale,  yet  awakening  many  minds  to 
problems  that  could  not  .-ind  should  noi  be  left  uiiso|\ed.  was 
the  great  railroad  strike  of  b'^TT.  It  broke  out  simultaiu'ousl v 
a-11  o\ei'  the  <-onntry,  in  ("aliforuia,  Texas,  Kansas,  Indiana,  and 
i\ri(diigan.     lAi'iy where  traflic  was  impeded;  miles  of  freii^ht 
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<;ii's,  standing  still  on  llic  tracks.  ]iir\('iir(Ml  as  well  the  iiioxc- 
iiM'iit  of  |);iss('ii!4ri'  trains.  S'Tiniis  l  iols  occiii  rcil  at  St.  I.diiis, 
( 'liica,U<»,  'I'(iI<m1(>,  and  ( '(ilunilnis.  At  I'ittsliiiru  tlir  \\(»ist  iiiis- 
cliit'f  was  (loiic.  and  nc.-iilx'  all  the  inopcrty  nf  ihc  I'cnnsvl \a  nia 
llailroad  was  dcsti'dvcd  ])v  tire.  'I'lic  roads  inNohcd  at  t  lie  Ilast 
were  the  Tcnns  vl  \  aiiia,  the  1  '.a  1 1  inntrc  and  ( )hiii,  I  lie  lu-ic,  and  t  ln' 
New  YnvU  Cent  ral. 

The  i;ri('\aii(<-s  put  forward  hy  tln'  men  wcic  a  ten  per  cciii. 
cut  in  \\;i'4cs,  inc^nlar  cniployincnt,  irregular  and  drlaycil  ]»ay- 
lucnt,  and,  (III  sonic  id'  (lie  I'oa  ds,  asscssniciil  s  on  I  lie  men  to  cover 
the  cost  (if  accident s.  ( )n  the  other  hand  the  coi  pora t  ions  (dainieil 
thai,  (in  account  of  tlie  hard  ti'iics,  the  railronds  had  been  run- 
innu  at  a  hiss,  Imt  ke]it  oi;  in  spile  of  accn in iila t ini;  debts,  so  as 
to  Iceep  the  men  in  einploynient.  They  had  been  paying;'  higher 
waives  than  Ihey  could  alVorih  until  at  last  they  were  couipelle(l 
to  cut  them  d(i\\  ii.  It  would  s<'em  that  a  fraid^  stalenieitt  of  such 
a  case  ti)  tlioir  men,  aud  an  exliibitiou  of  the  Ixioks  to  prove  it, 
would  ha\e  i)i-e\'eut( d  the  loss,  aud  bloodshed,  and  coutiima t iou 
of  a  settled  hati'ed  and  distrusi  \\  hi(  h  strikes  always  jiroduce. 

Jii  New  Yorl;  State,  ]!nffalo  was  the  tilace  w]iei-e  most  of  tlie 
■westcJ'n  roads  already  in  turmoil  concentrated.  Mobs  at  the 
carshojis  of  the  La.ke  Sliore  aud  ICrie  i-oads  ordere(l  all  the  meu 
to  (|uit  \\(irk.  The  New  ^'ork  Ceiitral  men,  not  haviuu  unudi, 
if  any,  urie\ances,  did  not  at  lirsi  fall  iu  with  the  nu-u  of  the 
other  I'oads,  luit  they  yi(dde(l  to  jU'essui'e  aud  symjiathy  on  duly 
24.  The  troops  of  the  National  (luaid  were  called  out  to  aid  tin- 
civil  authoi'ities  at  IJulfahi,  who  wei'c  no!  stroun  enouiih  to  coji." 
witli  the  difTicult\-.  At  oue  time  two  thousand  rioters  assaulteil 
two  liuudred  militianieu  LiuardiiiL;'  a  I'ouudhouse.  but  were  dri\('n 
luKdc.  At  another,  the  coloufd  of  a  regiment  made  a  sally,  ot- 
sortie,  from  some  strouL;  position  to  drive  back  an  o\ci'wh('lniin_L;' 
mo!);  ami  as  a  result  of  This  rashness  the  colonel  himself  was 
rou.i;hly  handled  ;iud  many  of  his  soldiers  (dubbed  or  (ait  with 
knives.  Uut  fui  iher  than  this  no  serious  or  sani;uinary  conflicts 
occurred. 
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At  Koclicstcr,  Svrnrusc,  and  Ttica  thiiius  rcmaiiUMl  coiiiiiara- 
tivcly  (|uict,  tlioiiuii  tr()()])s  wnc  on  duly  at  Syracuse.  At  Iluj'- 
iiMlsvillc  no  tiaiu  coulil  niosr  in  or  out  without  hcini;  slronuly 
guarded  liy  soldiers.  Tiacl^s  \\cr<'  torn  ui»  l»y  strilvi'rs  on  eiliier 
side  of  l!ie  town.  'I'iie  dilVu-ully  Af  jirocurinu'  snj»|ilies  i-an  tlic 
necessaries  of  life  u[)  to  wai'  prices,  hut  the  citizens  in  i;cneral 
syni]»at  hize<l  witli  Ihe  striker-^,  ami  the  local  oflicials  remained 
utterly  inactisc.  lJut,  lively  .is  were  the  times  there,  \\'e  can 
discoN'er  no  such  outiaues  as  furnish  some  of  the  most  thrilling;' 
pages  of  i^'ord's  story  of  " 'The  Il()m)ral)le  I'eter  St  irling."  Etniira 
and  liingliamtiui,  along  th<'  Ihie,  felt  the  effects  of  the  strike  in 
eougesteil  trallic,  hut  witnessed  scai'ccdy  any  scenes  of  vi<deuce. 
^A^)rk  \Nas  entirely  suspended  at  the  sho])s  at  West  Albany, 
twelve  hundred  men  lea\ ing  their  i>laces  at  once.  The  freight 
tracks  wei-e  sjjiked,  and  no  troojis  allowed  to  ])ass  \\"estward. 

In  view  of  the  genei'al  dist ui-liance  of  the  peace  throughout  the 
Sta<e.  an<l  the  well-founded  a])prehension  of  more  trouble  to 
come,  (btvernor  Jvobinson  issued  a  ^)ro(danuttion  on  July  115,  1877, 
warning  all  j»ei-sons  auaiust  \  iolating  iIm-  laws  of  the  State  as  to 
obstructing  raili()a<ls  and  endangering  life,  lie  called  upon  all 
sherilTs,  ma.gistrates,  disli'ict  attornevs,  etc.,  to  enforce  these 
law.s,  offering,  a  reward  of  s.-iOO  for  the  ai-rest  and  conviction  of 
the  guilty.  .Vny  ol'ticei-  failing  to  do  his  duty  in  the  premises 
"would  be  summarily  rennivtMl. 

All  the  Slate  troops  were  ordered  to  ludd  themsidves  in  I'cadi- 
ness  to  nioNe  to  any  point  at  a  moment's  time;  and  the  cost  to  the 
State  for  the  item  of  mo\  ing  such  troops  as  ^vel'e  actually  called 
into  ser\  ice,  auiiuinted  to  ."s^OlKOOd.  This  \  igorous  p(dicv  pursued 
by  tlu'  go^■ernor  contribute(l  to  pur  an  eml  to  the  strike  in  New 
York  in  a  very  few  days.  On  July  127  the  men  at  Albany  had 
quietly  returned_  to  work;  at  I'.ul'lalo  and  iCludra  freight  ami 
passenger  trains  were  running  again  almost  as  if  nothing  hail 
hapi)eued.  Hundreds  (J"  the  leadejs  and  instigators  to  riot  wei'e 
arrested,  and  woik  was  resumed  in  almost  every  instance  at  the 
wages  j)roposed  by  the  railroad  companies. 
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Tlicrc  cvcnls  of  a  nion'  ausiticidiis  nature,  liowcvei^  to 

iiiaKc  the  year  1S77  iiuiiiorablc.  It  \\as  I  he  <.-cntfiiiiia  I  yrar  of 
ilic  cxistciici'  (»f  New  "^'(iik  as  a  State,  ami  li< i\\ cxcr  (l('i)l(ii-al)lc 
ilic  (listui'liaiiccs  of  tlic  juacv'  prevalent  lliat  siiiniiicr  he, 
ilicy  made  tlic  cciil ('iiiiial  cclfhrntinn  more  pirniaiit  inasiimcli 
as  by  its  \'iL'(»i(>ns  sn|*]ii cssion  of  solilioji  and  riot  tlic  State  \\'as 
\  iiMliratiiii;'  its  iiower  to  iiiaititaiii 
had  liappily  fail('(l  to  verily  tiie 
Ijrognosticatioiis  about  its  fate 
under  just  the  circiinistauri's 
(lirouuli  Avliieli  it  had  itassed. 

.>racauiay  liad  A\ritten  iu  ]S.~)7: 
"The  day  ^\•ill  come,  wlieii,  in 
the  State  of  Xew  Yoi-l<,  a  multi- 
tude of  jieople,  none  of  w  hom  has 
had  more  tlum  half  a  breakfast, 
or  e\i)ects  to  have  moi'e  than  halT 
a  dinner,  will  dioose  a  l.e^isla 
lure.  Is  it  possible  to  <hiubt  what 
sort  of  a  Lei^islatui-e  Avill  be 
chosen?  On  oiu'  si<le  is  a  states- 
man 'preaching  ]tatienc('.  respect 
fi:r  vested  ri.iilils,  strict  observ- 
ance of  public  faith.  <  >n  the  (Ulier  is  a  demai^ouue  rantin;; 
about  the  tyranny  of  ca]iitalists  and  usurers,  and  asking-  why 
anybody  should  be  permitted  to  drink  (diampa^nt'  and  to  ride  in 
a  carriai^e,  while  thmisands  of  honest  folks  are  in  want  of  neces- 
saries. A\'hi(di  of  these  two  camlidates  is  lik(dy  to  Ite  ]»reforred 
by  a  Avorkiu,!.',nian  who  heai-s  his  (duldr<'n  cry  for  more  bread? 
I  seriously  aiipi-eliend  that  you  will,  in  some  sm-h  season  of  ad- 
\ersity  as  T  haxc  described,  ,]o  thinu,s  which  will  ]»reveiit  pros- 
perity from  returuinii;  that  you  will  art  like  peo])le  who  slnuild, 
iu  a  year  of  scai'city,  de\our  all  the  seed-corn,  and  thus  make  the 
uext  a  year,  not  of  scarcity,  but  of  absolute  famine.  There  will 
l»e,  I  fear,  sjxdiation.    The  spcdiatiou  will  increas{'  the  distress. 


itself  as  a  commonwealt  h.  ft 
historian  .Macaulay's  i;lo(»my 
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'J"lu'  distress  w  ill  [n-oducc  fresh  spel i;U  ion.  'riii'rt'  is  iiulliiu^  lu 
slo}»  you.    V(»ur  enlist  it  11 1  ion  is       s;iil  ;iii<i  no  anchor." 

It  is  (tue  of  t  lie  curiosities  of  liislory  l  lull  exact  ly  t  weiily  years 
aft<'r  .Macaiilay  thus  wrote,  the  coiidiiions  he  ]>redicled  were 
jirecisels  realized.  There  was  (lisli-ess  and  there  was  sp(diatioii, 
altlioii.uh  much  nioie  of  it  in  other  Slates  than  in  ours.  \',\\\, 
further  than  this,  the  prediciion  did  not  liold.  There  was  soiiie- 
thin^  to  ••  sto]t  the  State  id  New  Voi-k;  and  it  was  the  iieopj  • 
who  did  it,  the  jieople  in  tlieir  lo\('  and  loyall\'  lo  law.  There 
"was  more  '"anchor  '"  aln  )U  t  l  he  coiisi  i  t  ut  ion  than  the  [lenet  i-at  i  ul' 
stinhuit  of  history  had  sus]»ecte<l.  It  held  during  tlie  strain  of 
JST7,  and  it  was  })roper  that  its  centennials  shuuhl  just  then  he 
celebrateth 

Tlio  one  hundredih  annivei-sary  (d  the  a(h»])tiou  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  State  (d'  \ew"  ^'ork  was  c(del)iated  at  New  York  City 
at  the  su;j,gesi ion  and  under  the  aiisjiices  (jf  the  Xew  "^'(U-k  His- 
torical Soidety.  On  .May  S,  1S77,  a  jmblic  meetiiiL;-  ^\■as  lu'ld  al 
the  Academy  of  Music,  then  the  lar.uest  audience  hall  in  the  cily. 
There  ^s■as  a])]iro]iriate  music  and  brief  aihlresses,  but  the  main 
event  of  the  evenini;  was  the  orati(Ui  by  the  eininent  lawyer  and 
orator,  Charles  ()"('onnor.  It  was  "a  review  <d  such  ciicuiii- 
stances,"  he  sa  id,  "  connected  with  the  framing-  and  elf  nets  of  our 
written  const  ituT ions  as  may  seem  most  interest  inii."  And  he 
also  indicated  as  he  went  alonu,  wh.it,  in  his  opinion,  should  l)e 
the  State  constitution  of  the  futuic,  at  whi(  h  he  arrived  by  a  dis 
cussion  of  the  various  re\  isioiis  since  1777. 

At  Kingston,  where  the  constitution  had  been  discussed, 
adopted  by  the  LeL^islatiiie,  and  I'ead  tirst  in  the  liearinu  id'  tin- 
people,  the  centi'nnial  celebration,  while  mindful  of  tliis  fact, 
took  the  form  id  commeimu-al  im;  more  ]iai-t  icul;nly  the  practical 
residt  of  the  a^siimjition  of  Statehood  in  the  inaumiration  of  a 
JTOvernor.  <!e(U'ue  Clinton  had  lieeii  inauLiiira te(]  on  Jul\  .'K', 
1777,  and  on  Jiil\-  :10,  1S77.  Kiu'jsion  ju-eparcd  to  do  honor  to 
that  nn)mentous  occurrence.  Tliousamls  of  visitors  flocked  to 
the  city.    A  procession  a  mile  loni;,  fonne(l  by  mililar\  bodies 
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ainl  civic  ass(u-i;it  ions,  trades,  lirt'incii,  and  ollirial  bodies,  i-('[n'(.'- 
v.Milin,u'  botli  clini-cli  and  Sl.ilr,  niai-(li('d  [»asl  I  he  "Senate 
House,"  the  ahidini;'  memorial  id'  I  lie  ciiactinu,  or  adoidim:-.  Le^- 
islalnre.  It  then  proceeded  ]t;isi  the  conii  lioiise,  \\  hos(^'  pre(le- 
ccssor  iiad  w  ilnessed  ("liiitoirs  inaiiL;iirai  ion. 

At  the  literary  exercises.  .Mayor  IJndsh'y  [n-esiHed.  The  Ilev. 
dolin  <i.  \'an  Slyke,  pastor  of  ih<>  idd  I)ul(  li  ("hiirc  h,  offered  tlie 
prayer;  after  wldch  tliere  was  I'ead  a  hdter  •\\ritleii  liy  tin'  I!ev. 
.Mr.  l)(dl,  jiastor  of  the  sani''  cliuii  h  wlien  Cliidoii  \\as  inau- 
;;nrated,  and  addr(.'ssed  to  the  ;.;()\"ernor.  in  \\  !ii(  h,  in  the  nanu'  of 
t  he  consistory  (tlie  (dders  and  dea<  ons  )  of  I  lie  idni rcdi,  he  assui  fMl 
him  tliat  they  "justify,  upon  the  soundest  ])rin(iples  (d'  r(diuion 
and  molality,  the  i;lorious  revidiiiion  of  a  free  and  opiiressed 
country."  Spoakiiii;'  of  the  constitution,  he  \\-ent  on  to  say: 
•*  AN'hile  the  constitution  is  pr(^served  iuA  icdate,  ami  the  rulers 
steer  by  that  cons])icuous  beacon,  the  peo])le  have  the  fairest 
pr<ts|»ects  of  happiness  and  success."  And.  con(  ludini;'.  he  ultei'ed 
the  earnest  exhoi'tation  :  "'rake,  then,  ^ith  the  acclamations 
and  tlie  fullest  couiidence  of  the  j>ul»lic — take,  sir,  the  ^overn- 
nu-nt  into  your  liands,  and  lei  the  uns(dicited  ^•oice  of  a  Avliole 
Stale  pre\;ul  upon  you  to  enter  upon  ihe  arduous  task." 

An  address  ^^•as  made  by  (Jeneral  Shar]ie,  a  citizen  of  King- 
ston, but  the  oration  of  the  d.ay  lia<l  l»een  nssigju'd  to  ('hauncey 
M.  Depew,  of  New  York,  who  roninded  his  auditors  that  while 
in  1777  ''New  "^'ork  had  but  two  hundi-i'd  lliousaml  people,  was 
without  manufactures  or  internal  impi'o\-ements.  and  hemmed 
in  and  invaded  on  every  side  by  hostile  fleets  and  armies,  one 
hundred  years  have  passed,  and  to-day  in  the  sisterhood  of  States 
she  is  the  empire  in  all  that  constitutes  a  great  co  ii niou weal t h. 

An  industrious,  intidligent.  and  prosper(nis  [»opulafion 
of  five  millions  live  within  hei'  boi'ders.  In  t  he  \  alne  of  her  farms 
and  farm  pi-odu(ds,  and  in  manufacturing  industries,  she  is  the 
first  State  in  the  t'nion.  .  .  .  Let  us  welcome  the  second 
century  and  eiitei  ujiou  its  duties  with  the  stern  ]niri)ose  and 
high  res(dve  to  nuiiutain  the  standard  of  our  fathers  in  the  jjublic 
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iiiid  i»rivat('  life  of  the  iStalc,  and  the  honorable  sui)ci-ioi-it y  of 
New  \'ork  in  the  I'eih'ral  riiion."  'Hie  day  was  approjniately 
cl(»sed  with  a  i;i-t';it  disphix'  of  lirewoi  lxs  at  iii^hl. 

]  t  \\"as,  iiKh'CM  I,  ;is  I  ho  or;i  t  ( )!•  sa  id  al  Kingston,  in  t  iincs  of  st  ress 
and  duress  liial  liie  consl  i  I  ii  I  ion  w^is  adopted  and  I  lie  maciii 
nient  w;is  inauL;urate(h  In  duly,  1777,  r.nruoyno  \\;is  fast  ;ip 
jtroaidnn^-  Aii)ajiy  from  the  north,  and  St.  Lc^cr  from  the 
west,  ^\■]lih'  either  ilowe  or  Clinton  was  expected  to  come  np 
from  New  ^'orlv,  Scarccdy  a  \vecdc  after  the  liovornor's  inau^u- 
lation  the  b;itth'  oi'  ()risl<any,  saved  from  heinu  a  disastrous 
defeat   only    by    the   indomitable   and    obstinate    coiiraue  of 

tlie  men  of  the  ,AIolia\\l<  ^'alll■y, 
t!ituj)])ed  and  frnstraled  the  Hank 
inovemenf  of  St.  Le^('r,  and  another 
month  or  two  snfticed  to  turn  tho 
tlireat  of  ]'>nr.iM)yne  into  a  ;.;lorions 
and  critical  triumph  in  l'a\-or  of  free- 
ilom.  S(j  it  was  appropriate  tlial 
the  centennial  of  the  State  should 
also  be  su])pleniente(l  by  celebra- 
tions em}ihasizi]iu  the  events  so 
closely  connected  with  its  birth  in 
time,  and  so  xastly  inijiortant  to  its 
subsequent  existence. 

The  celebi'ation  of  the  one  huie 
dredth  anniversary  of  the  b;itlle  of  Oi'iskany  was  or^ani/ed  and. 
executed  under  the  ausjiices  nf  the  Oneida  Historical  Society,  of 
Utica.  Tt  was  hold  on  Au:.;iist  (i,  1S77.  Sunrise  was  L;r<'eted  by 
a  salute  of  cannon  on  the  scene  of  battle,  and  all  alonu  the 
3r(dKn\  k'  \'alloy.  A  ci\  ic  and  military  pi-ocessioii  man  hed  fiom 
Oriskany  alonu  the  route  of  the  army  of  J777  to  the  fatal  ravine 
where  tho  enemy  lay  in  a.mbnsh.  and  colors  wei'e  dip])eil  in  honoi' 
of  those  who  fell  ;is  the  de(divity  was  entered. 

The  old  ihx'j;  whii  h  T'olomd  ( l;inse\-oort  tloated  fi'oni  the  Avails  of 
Fort  Stdniylei'  was  dis|)layed  by  a  granddaughter,  into  whose 
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hiiinls  it  had  (k'scciKlcd  I'loiii  of  oM.  iovci  iior  Scviiiniir  w  as 

l)irsi(U-iit  of  the  <lay,  and  d('!i\(  red  an  adtlrcss.  lie  was  followed 
by  la('Ut<'uaiit-<  io\crnoi'  1  )oi-slicini('r,  J'^llis  11.  ludtciis,  t  Ik-  ani  lior 
of  "New  \'(»rk  "  ill  the  ( 'oniinouwcait  li  Scries;  Majoj'  Douglass 
( 'a 111 |>b(d I,  later  made  famous  by  his  book  on  .t  lie  ''riii  itaii  in 
llii^^laiid,  Holland,  and  America,"  and  who  was  desceinlcd  fi-oin 
llieColotnd  ("a-iiijibell,  of  (  'hci  ry  \'alle\,  w  lio  was  jiresent  at  the 
bat  t  le,  uave  the  next  aihlress;  w  hile  last,  but  not  least,  an  addn-ss 
was  made  by  Thilo  \Vhite,  .urandson  of  that  Hugh  AVhite  who 
was  the  first  pioneer  of  the  w  ihierness  \\"est  of  T'tica,  and  w  as  lh;- 
founder  of  A^'hitestown,  in  which  the  Oriskany  baitlelield  was 
situated. 

On  Septenil»er  19,  1877,  occuiavil  the  c(d(d)ration  of  the  lirst 
Saratoga  battle  on  lUdiniis'  (Or  Ueiiius')  llei.uhts.  (Mie  hnndicd 
_i;uns  were  tired  on  tlie  battlcfifhl  at  sunrise.  A  procession  was 
formed  on  the  square  in  front  of  the  ISehmis'  Ileii^lits  Hotel,  and 
maiMdied  to  tlie  I»atiletield  lialf  a  mile  away.  The  militia  fought 
a  sham  battle  in  imitation  of  the  historic  enuancnient,  and  then 
the  vast  <-r()W(hs,  wdii(di  had  poured  in  froni  tlie  neighborhood  all 
around,  gathered  into  a  tiehl,  wdiere  prej)arat ions  had  been  made 
for  the  literary  exercises.  These  consisted  (d'  addresses  by  Lieu- 
teiiant-rSovornor  Dorsheinier  and  by  Jolin  Austin  Stevens,  of 
New  A'oi'k  <  'ity,  t  h"  e(litor  of  the  .1/ tiiia.:iiic  af  A  iiicricdii  II  islori/. 

The  anniversary  of  the  s<'cond  battle,  and  of  the  sui-render, 
was  cele1)rated  at  Scdiuylerville  on  October  17,  1S77.  llei-e,  too, 
(»ne  hundreil  ^uns  were  lii'ed  at  stmrise,  and  a  jtrocession  of  the 
militia  was  held.  Addresses  ^\-ere  delivered  by  e\-<  eu cnior  Sey- 
mour and  (!eorii<>  ^^'iHian^  ('uitis;  and  an  inl<'i<'st  in^  feature  of 
the  occasion  was  the  layinu  of  the  corner-stone  of  the  Saratoga 
monument  b_\-  tli(»  (  Jrand  Lodue  of  I'ree  .Masons  of  the  State. 

On  AuL^ust  1."),  1S77.  soniew!i;it  in  adivance  of  the  centennial 
f.f  the  sad  e\'ent,  a  mounment  was  un\ciled  at  Cherry  N'alh-y  in 
memory  of  the  viidinis  of  the  massacre.  On  the  obverse  face 
there  was  an  inscription  reading':  "  Saci'''(l  to  the  memory  of 
•liose  who  fell  by  massacre/'  etc.,  on  November  11,  177S;  on  the 
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reverse  were  iiiscrihcil  t  lie  miines  <»f  Mie  \  irl  iiiis.  Addresses  wci  v 
made  by  ex-(  iovei'iior  Seynidiir  aiiil  Puii-^lass  ( 'ainiihell,  whose 
lioiiie  was  liere.  W'e  may  not"  in  |iassinu  Uiat  on  May  S,  ISTS,  a 
resolution  was  adojited  liy  tli"  I.euislal  are  proviilin^  for  the  cid- 
leetin^  into  a  \  idiiine  tin'  accounts  (vf  I  he  pidceediiius  and  t  he 
addresses  (h'ii\\'i-e(i  ;!l  t  Jiese  ceU'Li-a  t  ions,  to  he  edited  by  the 
secretary  n{  state,     hi  -la.nnai-y,  he  rejiorted  the  work  of 

e(^»neclion  (huie,  ami  on  May  IjIS  tlie  I.e^islat  ui'e  ajipropi'latiMl 
Jjj^GjCXH)  for  its  |)ublical  ion,  whiih  was  accordiniily  done  that  year, 
const  it ut  in^'  a  ha ndsome  a  nd  \  a  I  iia ble  book. 

'^riie  citizen  (d'  X<'W  "^'oik  is  justly  proud  (if  lie  forgets  tlie 
pi'ice  )  of  t  he  ma:.:niticent  ea  pi  i  ol  that  crowns  t  lu>  liil  Is  ( d'  A  I  ba  ny, 
and  tliat  houses  llie  i;-o\-ernment  of  his  ]]nipire  State  in  a  tiuly 
imperial  si)leudor.  'I'his  ]»alalial  stiudure  was  tii-st  occui»ied  in 
(Jo\'eriior  Kobinson's  time,  on  January  1,  1s7!t.  \\'heii  the  capital 
was  remo\'e(]  to  Albany  in  IT'.IS  the  Le:^islature  occu]iii-d  a  small 
biiildini;',  the  ancient  Stadf  llnis,  oi-  City  Hall,  on  the  coiaier  of 
Hudson  A\('uue  and  1 '.ioa<l way.  It  was  four  stories  lii;j,!i  and 
built  of  stone.  It  was  the  home  of  the  State  and  city  ^oveiai- 
iiieuts  foi'  ten  y-'ars,  or  until  L'^OS.  The  coi-ner-stone  of  a  new 
buildiui;-  was  laid  in  IStli;  ou  the  ••  Public  S(|uare,"  (U'  •'  rinkstei- 
Hill,"  one  hundred  .iml  thirty  feet  abo\«'  the  Hudson.  It  was 
given  th''  latter  name  becaus",  durinu  the  we(d^  after  Whit- 
sunday, here  was  the  i;at  he]-inu-]dace  of  the  colored  ]»eoj»le.  who 
"were  L;i\"en  a  week's  freedom  to  enjoy  themselves  at  ^aines,  or 
see  cii-cuses  and  other  wiuidei's,  as  is  so  \ividly  desci-ibed  in 
Cooper's     Sa t a nsto<'." 

The  cost  of  this  tii-st  capitol  was  1 10, ()()(),  of  which  sum  th<' 
State  i)aid  s7:k()(»(»,  the  riiy  (d'  Albany  .':<;5 1,(100,  and  the  county 
•^•>,000,  and  it  was  used  by  all  thi-<'e  udvernments.  The  act  luo- 
vidim;  f(U'  its  erection  was  a  ciii-ious  j>ie(T  of  IcL^isla  t  ion.  It  was 
jiassed  on  A pril  t>,  I  SO  I.  a ihI  its  title  read  :  "  An  act  ma kinu  pi'o- 
visioii  for  improNiiiL;  Hudson's  Ii'i\-er  below  Albany,  dinl  jnr 
other  jiii rpasrs."  The  tinal  (  lause  was  intended  to  meet  the  ])re- 
ciso  purpose  of  the  ca])itol ;  ami  this  mode  of  doiuLi  things  reminds 
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u>  of  Aarou  liurr's  eU'Vci-  trick  of  about  six  y('ars  boforo,  wherc- 
Itv,  uihIci-  the  ostensible  piir])oso  of  buiUlini;'  walcrworks,  tlic 
Miiiiliat tail  Coinpaiiy,  (jiie  of  the  most  cek'brated  banks  of  New 
Vorl<.,  A\  as  iiieoi'i)orate(L 

This  eapitol  was  completed,  or,  at  least,  occupied  about  the 
vcar  ISO?  or  1S0S.  It  was  greatly  admii-od  b}'  Amciican  t(»urists, 
and  aNo  by  those  from  abroad.  I'uilt  of  stone,  ^^■;^lls  fifty  feet 
hi^li,  surmounted  by  a  roof  with  a  doubh'  hip  rising  in  j)yranii(hil 
form;  a  circular  cupola  in  tlie  center-,  crin\ned  by  a  dome  upon 
wliicdi  stood  a  wooden  statue  of  Themis — all  this  combiiu'd  was 
(piile  suhicient  to  dazzle  the  eyes  of  an  earlier  generation  whi> 
had  not  looked  upon  the  umMiualod  glory  of  the  later  temple. 

The  first  move  toward  the  erection  of  a  new  cai)itol  was  made 
in  18(13;  the  act  authorizing  its  construc- 
tion was  passed  in  ISO-"),  and  in  1S07  the 
fii'st  appropriation  \\as  made,  in  the 
modest  sum  of  .'5^250,000.  Tn  ISGS  an- 
other quarter  of  a  million  was  added, 
and  it  \\as  voted  not  to  proceed  at  all  if 
tlic  cost  should  exceed  four  millions,  ex- 
perts having  been  called  in  who  demon- 
strated to  a  nicety  that  the  capitol,  ii]»on 
the  plans  then  projected,  would  not  need 
to  cost  more  than  ■';<o,!i24,(j(i.~).  On  l>eceni- 
l)er  0,  ]8(;T,  the  woi'k  id'  construction  made  a  beginning  by  the 
elcaring  of  the  grounds,  which  wwo  to  imnisure  in  length  one 
tlioiisand  and  thirty-four  feet,  in  width  thre(-  huudrt'd  and  tliii'ty 
feet,  or  an  area  of  seven  and  tdght  v-four  one  hnndrcflt  li  acres. 

Of  tliis  area  tlic  building  itsolf  was  to  occui»y  a  length  of 
ilir<'c  hundred  and  ninety  feet,  and  a  w!<lth  of  two  liundi-fd  and 
ninety  feet,  leaving  four  hundi-rd  and  seventy-two  feet  on  tln^ 
east  for  a  ]»ortico  of  \  ast  [»ro])orl  ions,  approaches,  and  a  ]>ark; 
as  also  a  space  of  nearly  t  uo  hnn-lred  feet  to  clear  if  from 
nciol,i„,i.i]j„.  bnildiiios  on  the  west.  Tlie  old  cajiitol,  the  library 
bliildiu-,  and     C'oniiress  Il.all  *'  were  left  to  staml  until  the  new 
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htnictiuv  should  Ix'  i-cady,  when  tlicy  were  to  he  rriiiovcd,  and 
the  i;i-ouiid  I  licy  occtipifd  w  ould  form  [>;in  of  the  i)ai'k  appi-oai  li. 
In  the  <U'si^n  there  was  a  ^cneial  atlheicnce  to  that  of  the  ])a\il- 
ioii  (tf  the  New  Louvre  of  tlie  Hotel  de  N'iile,  at  Paris,  and  (d'  the 
Hall  of  Coninierce  at  I.vons.  The  Senate  (.dianiber  \\  as  to  he 
sewnty  li\'e  ivvi  by  tiftydive  feC't,  and  ihe  Assembly  chandler 
ninety-two  feet  by  seventydivo  feet. 

The  tust  stone  of  the  foundation  was  laid  in  Jtdy,  ISdO;  the 
corner-stone  (d'  the  building  its(df  was  laid  on  June  ISTl,  with 
ai)})ro])riati'  (•erenn)ines.  and  toward  the  (d(»se  (d'  ISTS  the  Assem- 
bly chambei',  the  eomnnttee  idoms  of  both  Houses,  the  ('(nut  of 
Appeals  room,  and  the  _u<n'ernor's  room  \\ere  ready  for  occu- 
paney,  so  that  it  \\'as  deteianined  that  tlie  Lej^islature  next  lo 
meet  shoidd  eider  upon  the  ne^\■  (juarters.  Accordini^ly,  on  Jan- 
uary 1,  IST't,  both  Houses  met  in  the  Asi>embly  i'o<nii  (d'  the  old 
capitol,  and  tlieji  marched  in  s(demu  })rocession,  led  by  Lieuten- 
ant-( lovernor  Dorslndnu'r  as  ]>resident  of  the  Senate,  to  the  As- 
senddy  eliandier  in  the  lU'W  eai)itol.  Here  the  lietdenant-_uov- 
ernor.  in  a  few  formr.l  words,  decdared  that  the  Houses  had  now 
taken  possession  of  theii-  new  ([uarters;  whereujton  the  Senate 
procfr-eded  to  the  room  (d'  the  Court  of  Ajipeals,  oc'cni)yinu-  that 
until  their  ow  n  rhamber  was  tiinshed.  Thei'e  was  a  ])tiblie  reeep 
tion  in  th(M'\'eninu,  and  on  I'ebruary  12  exercises  of  a  nn>re  i»ub- 
lie  natni-e,  with  addresses,  c(debrat(-d  the  transfer. 

Meantime  the  work  of  const I'uct ion  went  on.  and  has  n(d  ((uite 
ceased  t(»  this  da\.  Neither  has  the  accumulation  of  expense. 
Histea<l  of  t  h<' linnt  of  four  nd  1 1  ions  set  in  ISC.S,  by  1  ST.")  .s.".,  1  .~)S,  1  lis 
liad  already  been  expended,  'jdie  cost  np  to  IST'.t  had  iiKninied 
to  ."s;!),.^!)!;,.") t:;.  Tliere  is  no  doid»t  that  the  (denuMd  of  disliom?sr 
jobberi<'s  ludped  to  auuinent  the  h.'uilimate  cost.  (Iross  and 
re(d<less  sums  were  s|>ent  upon  (dianucs  or  repairs,  pi-etemled 
to  be  necess:  An  otlicial  stalenu'Ut  of  the  sums  spent  Uji  to 

Peptend>er  .'SO,  1SS.~),  exhibited  the  enormous  tiuure  of    1  ",:'> in,7l.'d 
when  it  A\as  also  stated  thai  a  sum  ('(jual  to  that  set  as  a  limit  fii 
ISdS,  or  foui-  millions,  would  si  ill  be  i'e(|uire<l  to  carry  the  desij^ii 


TfiK  KMi'iRi:  STATE  IX  TiiREi:  (M;xTrKi i:s. 


2G3 


Iti  (■()nii>lcti(ni,  so  that  now  SL'o^OOO,!)!)!)  is  tlic  round  snni  wiiirli 
we  may  put  down  as  tli(^  cost  ol'  our  iinc  capitol.  It  would  he 
rasv  to  look  up  tlio  staristifs  ami  loll  exactly  how  mm  h  the  huild- 
in.u'  has  cost  uj»  to  the  luoscnt  linu'.  l!ul  in  ihc  \  i  ry  moment  of 
statini;'  so  we  would  Im-  already  put  to  the  blush  iiy  the  facts; 
for,  \\'ith  stn-h  a  huildin^  as  ihis.  as  with  the  calhedi-als  of  J']u- 
rope,  const  rmd  ion  m  ver  ceases,  and  constant  altenlion  to  the 
re(|nii'ements  of  its  vast  |n-oporl  ions,  its  dcdicacies  and  costliness 
of  tIecorati(»n  by  the  chis(d  and  by  the  brush,  keep  an  ever-open 
aci-ount  for  the  buildinu  fun<i.  The  e\[H-nse  of  it  is  doubtless  ex- 
cessive, but  certainly  we  ju'esent  to  the  world,  as  an  evidence  of 
the  wealth  of  the  jMU])ire  S<:ate,  a  structure  of  mai'velous 
sjdendor.  to\\('rinL;  fai-  .i1)o\e  the  city  of  its  habitation,  and  visi- 
ble for  miles  in  all  dir<  (  tions. 

Perhaps  the  President  most  unhap])ily  situated  of  many  of 
these  unlia])py  men  A\as  ]*resident  Hayes.  Tal^en  as  a  (Jirnlvr 
nssori,  or  dai'k  horse,  when  )io  a^^i'et'uient  was  possible  on  tlu' 
ureat  men  of  his  party,  so  that  everyone  asked,  \\ilh  a  sur])rise 
that  must  liave  been  rather  ]iainful  to  tlie  subject  of  it.  "  ^^'ho 
is  Hayes?"  ^\nd,  A\lien  once  in  the  chair,  he  did  not  seem  to 
succeed  in  at  once  <;aininn-  th"  ^■o(M]-^\ill  of  his  own  party  men. 
He  had  trouble  especially  witli  the  men  of  New  ^'ork.  JJoscoe 
Tonklini;',  of  Tlica,  senate!'  from  New  Yoi*k.  and  a  man  of  con- 
s])icuous  ability,  had  been  on.-  of  tlu-  as])irants  for  the  Presiden- 
tial nomination  in  ISTd;  ;ind  it  is  n(.t  unfair  to  surmise  that  this 
did  not  improve  his  su1)se(pnMir  relations  A\  ith  the  I'resident. 

The  latter  was  ;in  earnesj  ad\'ocate  and  ]iromoter.  so  fai'  as  lay 
in  his  power,  of  ci\il  ser\ ice  reform.  In  the  interest  of  that  re- 
foiau  it  S','eme(l  to  him  ne<'ess,irv  to  make  some  (dianues  amonp,' 
otlicials  at  the^  ])ort  of  York'.    .\  i^reat  numbei'  of  complaints 

had  come  to  AVashinuton  of  the  conduct  of  alTairs  at  t  his  |M)rt,  and 
an  investiiiatinu  committee  was  sent  to  look  info  the  trouble  in 
.\pril,  1S77.  Th<-  T-ejioia  I'i'commendeil  im](oT'iant  (diauLies: 
t\^•enty  ]»er  c(  nt.  of  the  persons  employecl  at  the  cushun  house  of 
New  York  were  repiirle(I  unlit  bir  service,  b\'  reason  of  "  i^iior- 
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anee,  inclVK-'H-ucy.  nciilcct  of  duty,  dislionosty,  iuebricty,  bribery, 
and  various  ot her  I'oi-in.s  of  iiiij)rop<'r  roiHbict." 

As  a  result  of  tlicsc  dcclarat  ions,  rrrsidciit  Hayeks  rciiio\  c(l 
Chester  A.  Arlhur,  collectoi'  of  liie  ]>oi't  of  New  ^'orlc,  and  Alon/.o 
]'>.  Cornell,  iia\  al  ollieer.  'I'liese  nieu,  N\-ere  not  li<'ld  res])onsil)lc 
for  the  bad  state  of  atTaii  s,  w  liicli  anle(la1<'d  tlieir  aiii»oinl  nient, 
but  they  \\!'i-e  ehai'iied  with  liavin;^'  done  little  to  iin]iro\e  mat- 
ters, and  \\'ere  said  to  be  so  rjosely  l)ouiid  uj)  with  the  system  in 
vogue  that  in  radieal  measures  for  imi»]-o\('ment  they  could  not 

be  expeeteil  to  do  eflicient  st^'V- 
iee.  Mr.  Hayes  att emitted  to 
get  them  out  of  the  way  by  the 
honoi'able  and  llattering  ex- 
pedient of  higher  othces.  lint 
on  ^Ii'.  C'oidcling's  advice  they 
refused  to  leave  theii-  ]iosls,  and 
the  I'resideut  removed  them. 
Thus  a  seri(»us  breach  between 
the  President  and  ]Mr.  Conk- 
ling  was  oi)ened. 

Shortly  aftei',  .\lonzo  15.  Cor- 
nell -was  nominated  for  gov- 
ernor by  the  llejiubl iean  con- 
vention of  1S7!>.  As  the  party 
Avas  successful  at  the  jxills,  Mr. 
Conudl  entered  upon  the  ofiice  on  -January  1,  ISSO.  He  was  born 
at  Ithaca  on  -lanuary  22,  JS;'.2,  his  father  being  the  celebrateil 
Ezra  (/ornell,  t  he  founder  of  t  he  uin\'ei-sity  of  t  hat  name,  of  wlidm 
an  account  was  gi\cn  in  a.  pre\  i(ms  (  haptei-.  'i'he  young  Alon/.o 
received  his  education  at  the  academy  in  his  nati\'e  town, 
for  the  great  iiisi  it  nt  ion  whicdi  has  made  his  name  famous  -w  as  as 
yet  a  thing  tlie  futui-e.  Naturally  his  aitenti(ni  was  tunieil  to 
telegraphy,  and  he  engaged  in  that  business  at  Troy.  In  isi;'.>  he 
received  his  lirst  piddic  ai)poini  umnt.  being  made  sur\  w'y(ir  of  cus- 
toms at  New  York  by  PresidiMit  (irant.    In  1ST2  he  resigned  this 
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jMtsiti(tn  in  oidcr  to  talcc  liis  jtlaco  as  a  iiicnibor  of  tho  Assoinhly, 
to  w  liicli  lit'  had  bocn  elected,  and  was  elected  speaker.  After 
(Ids  he  went  bat  1<  to  the  t(det;"a]ddni;  business,  lioldiui;  tlie  p(»si- 
tion  of  vic<'-i)residriit  of  the  ^\'estel■n  Fnion  ('oni]iaii_v  until  iSTli, 
wlien  lie  was  aiti»ointe(l  i!;!\al  ollicer  of  tlu>  ]ioit  of  New  Ytuk, 
a.^ain  l)y  President  (Jrant. 

We  lia\'e  seen  that  he  was  l•enlo^•ed  fi-oiu  this  ]iost  b_v  President 
Hayes.  This  was  in  1S7S.  As  ^()\-ernor,  the  nuiubei-  of  times  he 
vetoed  supply  bills  was  un])i'ocedented ;  but  the  return  of  these 
bills  to  the  Lei;islature  necessitated  a  nioi-e  car<'ful  consideration 
of  such  snpj)lies  as  wei-e  I'eally  iTidispensable,  and  the  L^ovei-nor's 
policy  was  hailed  l)y  the  people  \\\{\\  deliiiht.  Taught  by  the 
experience  at  York,  where  he  had  seen  enouuh  of  otiicial 

inefliciency,  his  ajipointnuMits  lo  office  were  in\ariably  u'ood,  and 
no  scandals  of  that  kind  can  be  traced  to  his  administration. 
During  his  incuml)ency,  ami  recei\-inL'  his  hearty  approval,  the 
act  became  a  law  making  wonn-n  eligil)le  as  sidioo!  (doctors  and 
school  olticers.  The  amen<lment  of  the  usury  laws,  in  1882,  was 
recommended  by  the  governor — a  most  imjxirtanl  linancial  meas- 
ure— A\  hi(  h  had  the  elVect  of  making  New  Voi-k  the  e«inal  of 
London  as  a  tinancial  center. 

In  the  Presidential  cam])aign  of  1880,  New  A'ork  became  again 
a  factor,  and  a  many-sided  one.  Mi-.  Conkling  was  lead<'r  of  a  for- 
midable host  intlu^  Pepublican  ranks,  \\  ho  wished  to  ]iut  forward 
(Jeneral  (Iranf  foi-  a  third  term.  P.ut  Mr.  T'onkling  c(tuld  not 
have  seriously  tlusught  that  the  nomination  was  possible,  and 
may  have  used  the  great  natne  of  (Ji'ant  only  as  a  blind,  and  to 
make  it  impossible  that  his  rival,  P.laine.  should  g<'l  the  nondna- 
tion.  Hayes  was,  of  course,  utf  ei'ly  out  of  t  he  race,  and  as  neither 
^irant,  ('(udcliiig,  mu'  Pdaine  could  unite  tlie  party  on  thenisidves, 
there  had  to  be  again  a  dark  hoi-se,  ^^  ho  was  i)ut  forward  in  Un- 
person of  James  A.  tJai-fKdd,  of  Ohio,  t'oukling  was  apjieased 
by  his  dictation  of  the  nomimiti(U!  of  Chestei'  A.  Arthur,  of  New 
Yt)rk,  f(U'  Yice-Presid(Mit. 

During  that  same  summer,  the  Denux-rats  of  the  conntrv  in 
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casting'  about  for  a  caiKlidati',  turned  to  New  ^'ork  as  lil-:c|y  to 
furnish  oni'  wlio  mii;lil  lio}>o  to  clrctcd.  .M  ind  tul  of  the  jiovx  cr 
of  military  prt'sti^c,  wliicli  liitlici-to  tlicy  liad  not  IooUcmI  for  in 
tlu'ir  oaiulidatcs,  yet  w  hich  liad  coiii ril)Utc<l  so  nnu  li  tow  ard  uoi- 
tin<^' tlio  Kopuljlicaii  (■andi(hatcs  ch'ctcd,  ilicy  noiniuatcd  (icncral 
AA'intitdd  Scott  liancuclv,  couimandcr  of  the  1  )(,'pai-t  iiiont  of  the 
Atlantic,  ami  thcroforc  a  resident  of  <i()V('rnor's  Island,  o]»]iosii<- 
New  York  ("it\.  Ir  was  oidy  in  this  way  that  (loncral  llancoi  1; 
could  be  (lesii;natod  as  beimi  ■■  of  New  Voi  k,"  but  that  a]»i)(Midaui' 
seemed  to  be  as  (h'sirabie  as  th"  military  (|i)ality.  It  availed  hini 
notliiii!^,  however,  for  <  iarheld  and  Artlinr  were  electe(h 

As  Conklinu  liad  o})]»osed  I'ri'sident  Hayes,  so  now  ai;ain  was 
Garfield  made  nnha]i])\  o\"er  tlie  jtatronai;!'  of  New  "^'ork,  .Mr. 
(larUeld  offered  the  post  of  seci-etary  of  the  li-easury  to  Charles  J. 
I'ol^er,  of  Xew  "^'ork,  aiiainst  (''onklini;"s  wishes,  w  ho  had  name(l 
Levi  1'.  ^Morton,  later  Mce-l'resident  and  i^overnor  »d'  our  State. 
jNIi'.  I'oluer  declined,  and  then  the  treasuryship  Mcnt  to  another 
State.  Thus  two  counts  in  the  indictment  of  ('oidvlin^  r\.  (iar- 
fiehL  Xext,  in  ^Iar(di.  ISSI,  after  the  inan^tiration,  the  I'resideid 
nfiminated  ^A'illianl  I!.  INdiertson  collector  of  the  port  of  X<'W 
York,  than  whom  there  was  no  more  l)iiter  opponent  of  Conk- 
lini;"s  in  State  politics.  Conklini;-  and  Thomas  C.  Piatt,  his  col- 
lea.mie  in  the  Semite,  did  their  utmost  to  ]»revent  the  contirma- 
tion  of  these  noniiiiat  inns,  but  in  vain.  The  two  semilors  from 
NcAV  York  then  icsiuned  their  s<^ats.  A  contest  for  their  re-(dec- 
tion  1)1  the  Legislature  followed  betw(^en  the  "  Stalwarts  "  (  Conk- 
linu's  faction)  and  the  "  Hal f  breeds  ;  but  they  \ver(^  defeated. 
Mr.  ronklinu'  retii-ed  front  ]»iditics,  devotiui;  his  splendid  abilities 
to  the  i»ractice  of  tln^  law,  until  his  death  '.n  ISSS.  :Mr.  IMatt  was 
rettirned  to  the  United  States  Senate  by  (dection  <d'  the  Lei;isla- 
ture  in  L'^OO. 

Sad  was  tlie  end  of  Tresident  Oarfndd  himself.  On  dulv  2. 
L'^SL  ho  \A-as  shot  down  and  mortally  wouinleil  by  the  hand  of  an 
irresponsiltle  assassin,  h'rom  that  day  until  September  r.>,  1S>^L 
1  he  jirecions  life  Iiuul;,  in  t  hi'  balance,  a nd  then  t  lie  end.  came;  and 
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for  t  lie  second  time  in  the  liistoi'v  of  nui-  i'cdci-il  ^^ovcnmiciit  the 
death  of  a  I'residciit  raised  to  (he  tii-st  i»i)sitioii  in  the  l/nion  a 
\'i(<'- 1 'resi(h'iil  fi-eiu  New  ^'ork  State. 

Chester  Alan  Arthnr  Mas  lioi-n  at  ['airfield,  \'t..  on  October  5, 
ISI'.O.  Jle  was  the  son  of  tlie  K'ow  Williain  Aj'thin-.  who  Iiecaine 
jiastor  of  the  P>ai)tist  ( 'Imrch  of  ( irreii  wood,  NN'ashinuton  <  'omit y, 
this  State,  while  fdiesler  was  still  a  child.  He  entered  the 
S(i|ihonior<'  class  of  Tnioii  ( 'olIeLic  ill  1  S J.""),  and  ^raduatol  in  1S48. 
He  then  stndied  law  at  r.allston  Spa  and  at  Lansinubnr^h,  after 
u  hich  he  entered  a  law  oftice  in  New  ^'ork  <  'it  v,  and  Avas  admitted 
to  the  bar  there  in  IS.")."!.  His  father  was  an  intimate  friend  of 
(lerrit  Smitli,  and  was  ono 
of  those  who  or^ani/ce*] 
with  him  the  Anti-SlaveJ'\' 
Society,  w  hich  v  a  i  n  1  y 
tried  to  form  itself  at 
Utica,  being-  assaulted 
there  by  a  mob,  and  tlien 
completed  its  organiza- 
tion at  .Mr.  Smith's  home 
at  Ptderl)oro.  As  has  been 
noted,  it  was  the  firm  to 
which  Ml-.  Arthnr  be- 
longed whi(di  nndertook 
the  defense  of  the  shu'es 
brought  no]'th  by  ^\r. 
l>enimon,  constituting  the  famous  T><'mnn)n  case."  resulting  in 
the  liberation  an<l  escape  to  Canada  of  the  poor  creatures. 

<iovern(»r  ]\rorgan  a]i]»ointed  Mr.  Arthur  on  his  staff  as  engi- 
iieerdn-(  hief,  with  the  ranlc  of  bi-igadier-general.  In  January, 
I'^til,  he  was  ai»pointed  commissar\ -general  and  i ns]i(M-tor-gen- 
eral,  serving  in  the  cam])aign  (Ui  the  Chickahominy.  After 
1>^C)2  he  returned  again  to  his  law  i)ra(  tice,  and  in  1ST1  Pi-esident 
<^iraiit  appointed  him  collector  of  the  jtort  of  New  Y<u'k.  l•^»ur 
years  later  he  was  I'eappointed,  serving  until  ISTS,  when,  as  we 
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saw,  lie  was  rciii(i\'('(l  by  I'rcsidciit  Ifaycs.  He  i-ctii'cd  to  jnivatc 
life  and  tlic  iiiactic<^  of  tlio  law.  Ho  was  a  stancli  I'ollowoi'  of 
Coukliiiii  ill  tlio  tiiilir  for  tho  third  iioiiiinaiion  of  <!ciioral  <Jraut, 
and,  tliorcforc,  his  ow  n  noniinal  ion  ;is  \'ic('-l'rcsid<-ii i  w  as  in- 
U'ndcd  a<  a  jiorsonal  fa\'or  to  sootho  tlic  disai>i»oiiil  nuail  of  ilic 
senator  from  Xow  \'orl(. 

Tho  lrau('(ly  of  July  2,  ISSl,  oiionod  the  way  to  llic  ln^h<'r 
offR-e,  hnt  ]ilaro(]  Mr.  Arthur  in  a  \'ery  dilticiilt  }»osiiion  dnrinu 
the  lonj;-  tl^ht  for  life  Ijy  lln'  stricla-n  Tn'sidcnt;  hni  (llll■in^  all 
those  trying'  wccics  In*  bore  hinisfdf  witli  conspicnous  tad  and 

deliiaty.  (")n  Scjdcinbcr  1*1). 
ill  tliof-iii'ly  niornini;-  hours  (tf 
the  same  ni^lit  that  (Jartii-hl 
died,  tho  oath  of  office  was 
administered  to  Mr.  Arthur 
at  his  house  in  ^^'ow  Yorlc. 

The  verdiet  of  President 
Andri'ws,  ^\ho  has  no  [larty 
ahiliations  with  liini,  is  es- 
pecially valual)ie:  Kcspon- 
sibility,"  he  says,  bron^lit 
out  tlie  new  rrcsidonl's  best 
(pialities.  His  adniinistra- 
tion  w  as  (list  ingiiishcd  as  fow 
have  been,  for  ability,  fair- 
ness, ele^•alion  of  tone,  and 
fn^edoni  from  mean  partisan- 
shi[>.  He  was  o.vtrenndy  diliuont,  circnms|»('ct,  considerate,  ami 
firm.  His  public  ])apers  were  in  admii-able  .spirit,  tlniidULihly  con- 
sidered, and  written  in  a  siyb'  tiner  tlniii  those  of  any  precedinu 
President  since  John  (^nincy  Adams."  He  died  suddenly  on  No- 
vember IS,  ISSi;,  little  more  than  a  year  after  lu'  left  ofiice,  ami 
it  was  geiM'rally  thoimhl  thai  excessive  devolion  to  the  ofliciMl. 
as  well  as  social,  duties  of  his  exalted  station  had  hastened  his 
death. 
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lu  it  bccaiiic  iii'ccssarv  io  elect  a  siu-cessur  t(t  (idveriinr 

('(ii'iieli.  His  own  i»ail\  imini  iia  I  ed  Cliarles.I.  I'dl^er,  wlioiii  we 
liave  jus*  iiaiiieil  as  in  .Mi-,  (iarlield's  niiri"!  I'ny  seciei ai_v  nf  llie 
treasMi-y,  an<l  who  iM-cnpied  that  juist  under  .Mi-.  Ai-tliur.  In  the 
(-ourse  oC  tlie  (■anij»aiun  il  sti-nck  the  iie(e,(h'  e.l'  the  State  wiih 
disl'axoi-  lliat  the  KejMildicaii  candidal*  was  pushed  l»y  the  ad- 
ininist  l  at  inn  foi'(-es  witli  what  seemed  lo  thein  an  nndu<'  eager- 
ness. At  any  i-ate,  t  liis  I'aver  in  hiuli  ]daces  <intsi(h>  the  State  was 
reseiitcMl  by  tlie  jieeph',  and  [iroved  fatal  tc  tin-  (-andi<late  at  the 
polls.  As  a  result  the  Deumci-atic  nominee  \\  as  c  arried  into 
ofTicc  witli  the  onornions  and  liitherlo  nnitrect'dente(l  majority  of 
nearly  two  hundred  thousand  votes. 
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A  OltOl  l'  t)K  DEMUCUATIC  (iUVKUNOUS. 

nii^  candidate — to  coiitiinic  our  iiaT'i-atixc  after  the  iiiaii- 
iier  of  noNcls — was  (JroNci-  Cleveland,  destined  to  be- 

ronie  the  feurtli  I'resident  of  tlie  Tnited  iStatos  from 
New  York,  ;ind  the  second  who  was  directly  elected 
to  that  ollice.  I^ew  men  have  had  a  nioi'e  striking;-  political  career, 
foi-  e\'en  his  fortunes  as  J'residi  nt  ha\<'  been  different  from  those 
of  any  otlier  w  lio  [)recede(l  him. 

Cleveland,  like  Prt-sident  Ariluir,  was  the  son  of  a  clergyman, 
the  ]{ev.  IJ.  V.  Clev(daiid.  and  was  Itorn  while  the  latter  was 
settleil  as  the  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Cliurcdi  at  Cal(h\<dl, 
N.  J.,  on  .Mar(di  IS,  1S3T.  In  ISH  his  father  Mas  called  to 
the  I'resbyl erian  Cliurch  (»f  I'ayeti e\"i]h\  in  Oinmdaii'a  Ct>nnty, 
about  se\-eii  miles  east  of  Syracuse.  ^'oun;j,'  (^Meveland  attend<Ml 
the  village  academy,  and  also  worl<ed  as  (derk  in  a  store.  The 
family  next  moNcd  to  Clinton,  ()neida  County,  where  Crover 
a,i;ain  attended  the  local  academy.  An  eldei-  brotlier  was  an  in- 
striH-tor  in  th.e  Instittite  of  tln^  I'dind  in  New  Y(M-k  City,  rnd 
Cleveland  taught  there  f(U'  one  year.  durimLi'  isr)4  and  IS."),").  In 
the  latter  year  he  was  in  r>uffalo  siudyiiiL;  hi\\-.  and  in  IS.")!")  It  ' 
Avas  admit  led  to  the  bar.  Meanwhile  his  f;ither  had  died,  h'avinu 
his  nu)ther  and  sisters  depending  upon  him  for  supjiort.  ^^'hi]:' 
two  of  his  brothers  went  to  the  front  during-  the  war,  this  d.>- 
niestic  duty  forced  him  to  sta_\-  at  home,  but  he  ]>aid  for  a  su!)- 
stitute,  although  the  service  of  the  otlau'  members  of  his  family 
exeini>ted  him  from  codscription. 


Tin:  i.-Mi-iKi-;  stali;  in  Tni:i;i:  ci:NTriiii;s. 


271 


Ck'vclaiurs  puhlic  life  lic^aii  as  assistant  <listi'ict  attdi-iicy  (if 
l",i'ic  ( 'uuii  ty,  to  wli  icli  he  w  as  a  I  •]  H  »i  II 1  (■(  I  in  ISt;;;.  In  1  Stiri  he  \\  as 
;i  caiididatr  for  district  attorney,  and,  stranucl\  cnouuli,  in  vicv." 
of  his  snl»s«'(|ncnl  successes,  this  tirsi  ciidcaNor  lo  scrnrc  liic 
siilTia^cs  of  citizens  was  a  failure,  lie  went  oh  with  tlie  ])raclice 
(if  hiw  until  ISTO,  w  licn  he  auaiii  tried  liis  fortnnes  as  a  candiihUe 
for  ollice,  that  of  shei  ifl  of  l\]rie  ("ounty.  and  now  he  scoreij  his 
lirst  success.  A  nmre  reniarlwible  snccess  attended  his  next  \en- 
ture.  In  the  year  l.SSl  he  was  noniinat<'d  hy  the  Democrats  of 
r.nlTalo  for  mayor  of  tlie  city,  aial  lie  was  eh-cted  by  a  majority 
of  three  thousand  tixc  hundre(i  and  tlnriy  \  (ites.  w  idle  tlie  llepuh- 
lican  State  ticket  secured  a  majority  of  sixteen  hundred.  Thei'e 
had  been  nnudi  corruption  in  I'.nlTalo  (  w  hiidi  had  a  poinilalion  of 
one  hundred  and  tift\-tive  thousand  oiu'  hundred  and  thirt,y-four 
iiilSSO)  after  th(Mnani!er  of  Amei-ii  an  cities  of  that  size.  ^Tayor 
{de\"eland"s  vetoes  dnriiiL!,  the  lust  half  yeai*  of  his  incumbency 
caused  a  saving  of  ;i  million  dollars  to  tln^  city. 

The  circumstances  of  his  personal  succ<'ss  amid  his  party's 
ilefeat,  and  his  sul)se(iuent  administration,  won  the  attention  of 
men  and  politicians  outsid<'  of  Ituifalo,  and  at  the  ])enn)cratic 
State  CoriVention,  Ixdd  at  Syi-acuse  in  ISS2,  ( !rovei- ( ''le\'ebuid  w  as 
nominated  as  i^ovi'rnor.  Other  names  seeme(l  sti'on^er  at  tii'st, 
Henry  W.  Slocum  and  Kosw(d]  V.  I'lower  receiving;  ninety-eiuht 
and  ninety-seven  \'otes,  respect  i\"ely,  on  the  first  ballot,  against 
* '|<'\t'la  nd's  sixty-six.  Itut  on  the  third  ballot  the  c(un[»arat  ive 
stranger  was  mmiinated  by  a  vote  of  two  hundi'ed  and  (devi'ii, 
against  one  liundi'e*!  and  fifty-six  for  General  Slocum  ami  fifteen 
fin-  till'  futuT'e  (lovernoi'  I'lower. 

As  has  been  stated,  Tharles  .].  h'olg*']-,  nominate*!  Ity  tlie  l{<'i>ul»- 
licans,  was  strongly  sui)ported  by  the  administration,  and  the 
disgust  thereby  crea<:ed  in  the  ranks  of  the  ])arty  caused  a  turn- 
ing of  niyriads  of  votes  foi-  the  I>(Mnocratic  caiidiilate.  whose 
careei'  as  mayor  liad  inspii'ed  the  ]»eoplc  w  ith  gi'cat  confidence  in 
Iiis  force  an<l  integrity  of  (diaracter.  As  a  icsult  (''lev(daml  rolleil 
'ip  the  unheard-of  majority  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-two  tlnni- 
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saud  oii;lit  liuiidrcd  aiiil  tirty-foiir  xolcs.  Tliiis  lie  cntcic"]  ii|Min 
tlio  (llitifs  (if  uoscrimr  n\'  llic  Shilc  lidiu'c  his  tcnn  ;is  of 
BulTalo  cxpircil,  on  .T;iiin;iry  1,  1 SS:).    'I'lud  ex jx'i-iciicc  was  Id  |»c 


olTicc,  fdi',  b'.'toi'c  his  term  of  tlircc  y.Mis  as  L^ovci'iior  liad  •■xjiiiiMl, 
on  31areh  I,  ISS."),  ho  was  iiiuiiL;!irai('(|  J'rcsi(U-iit  of  the  rniu-d 
States. 

In  July,  18S4,  wlwn  Governor  Clevelaml  had  lnit  sci'scd  half 


and  witlial  the  most  ])oimlar  man  in  liis  jtarty.  Iliit  otlior  ob- 
structions besides  the  jicrsonal  enmity  or  rivalry  of  T'onlvlin-  lay 
in  tlie  way  of  Hlaine's  success.  ^lany  of  the  best  men  anions  ihc 
IJepublicans  wore  opitosiMl  to  him  on  the  i^round  that  they  had 
no  confidence^  in  liis  political  integrity. 

Consj)icuous  amonu  these  were  (Jeor^c  ^^'illiam  Curtis  and 
Carl  S(dinrz.  These  men  were  es[)ecially  zealous,  and  had  been 
strenuously  active  for  years  in  seeking  the  reform  of  tlie  ci\il 
service  of  the  country,  recoiinizin^'  in  the  "  s[ioils  system  "  the 


repeate*!  on  a  Iari;o|-  scale  in  the  (  hanui'  to  a  much  nioie  exalteil 
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his  term,  the  I)enio- 
cratic  Xati(uial  ('on- 
V  e  n  t  i  o  ri  nominated 
Idm  as  its  candidate 
for  l'resi<lent.  A^ain 
a  peculiar  comlnnalion 
of  circumstances  con- 
<ributed  botli  to  his 
nomination  ami  elec- 
tion. Tlie  IIei)ublican 
convention  had  nomi- 
nated James  G.  IJlaine. 
('onklin;j,'  was  now  oui 
of  the  way  as  a  ]>olit- 
ical  power,  and  thus 
Blaine  finally  came  to 
his  own  as  the  most 
brilliant  and  magnetic. 
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thiHMt  of  tln'  IN'public.  Mr.  I>l;iiii<''s  public  rt'cord 
\\;is  such  that  tlu'v  could  not  iM'licve  :uiy  relief  froiu  existing-  eon- 
(litious  was  possible  under  liiiu.  Tliry  saw  with  ahirui  that  "  he 
is  su]ipoi-t<'d  by  all  the  jxilitiral  adNeiilurcrs,  star-route  sympa- 
ihi/rrs,  and  aduiirors  of  loose  iiietliods  in,  government. So 
sirtui.uly  did  ihey  feel  on  t  lie  su!tje<-t  that  I  hey  (U'ganized  a  revolt, 
av  '"bolt/'  from  the  reuular  nondnation  of  the  party.  Such 
j)apers  as  the  New  ^'ork  I'lims^  the  ^'e^\•  York  J-Ji:cniii(j  I'oxt,  and 
the  lioston  Ihrald,  hitherto  Kepublican  organs,  declared  that 
they  eoidd  not  support  IMaine  in  the  rampaign. 

On  June  Ki,  ISSt,  not  quite  a  fortnii^ht  aftei-  the  llepubliean 
eonvention  had  met  in  ("hieauo,  a  convention,  or  conference,  of 
the  disaffected  lu'pulilicans  was  called  for  at  XeW'York'.  George 
William  Curtis  ^^■as  elected  })resident  of  it,  and  they  adijpted  this 
resoluti(Ui :  "That  Ave  look  with  solicitude  to  the  condng  nonnna- 
tions  by  the  Democratic  Darty;  they  have  the  proper  men;'we 
ho])e  they  will  ])Ut  them  before  the  peojile  foi-  election."  This, 
then,  A\as  a  direct  challenge  to  the  l)enu>cratic  party  to  do  their 
best,  and  iheri'  "Were  not  wanting  clamois  amonii'  both  the 
Independents .iind  Democrats  as  to  a\1io  was  wanted.  Even  then 
(Tevtdand  was  not  palataide  to  the  managers  and  common  run 
of  politicians  of  his  own  ]tarty.  He  ah\  ays  A\-as.  and  was  instinct- 
ively felt  then  to  be,  greater  and  b(>(ter  than  his  pai'ty  as  ordi- 
narily manaucd,  and  this  state  of  tldngs  had  its  incon\'eniences. 
r»ut  they  could  not  resist  (Me\elaMd  then  as  they  could  not  when 
oi>liosition  was  more  mature  and  oi'gaiiized  in  later  days.  On 
•]idy  S,  ISSI,  the  Democratic  con\ ('111  ion  uut  also  at  Chicago,  and 
on  the  second  ballot  (iovermu'  ( 'level  and  secui'ed  t  he  nomination, 
with  six  huudi'ed  and  eight  \  -t  In-ec  \  otes  out  (d'  eight  hundred  and 
twenty.  On  July  22  the  Inde^iciidents,  decorate(l  by  the  title  of 
"  jMugAN'umps,"  met  again,  and  issue<l  a  declaration  that  th(\v 
AV'oiild  support  the  1  v 'liux  rat ic  uoiaitHHX 

Sad  to  say,  the  T'resideul  ial  cam pn  igu  of  1 SS  1  ]u'oved  to  be  one 
marked  by  great  ])erson;il  abuse  ;d"  both  the  leatling  candidates. 
There  A\ere  no  great  (luestious  (>f  policy  or  principle  to  diA'ide  the 
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parties,  and  sn  the  uiiwoi-iliy  fXpiMliciit  was  r^'sorttMl  1(»  (tf  winning;' 
votes  by  villiticat ion  instead  of  by  lo^itiniatc  arj^uinont.  (Jlcve- 
laiuKs  }iri\at('  life  was  i-ansiicl^t'd,  ;ind  one  Haw  in  it  was  slianic- 
lessly  Haunted  befoi-e  the  juildic  Ulaine's  political  recofd  was 
gone  o\ei'  with  a  tine  i»)oili  i-emb,  ainl  all  the  quirks  and  turns 
of  an  astute  nianaucr  of  nii'ii  were  drai;\m'd  forth  lo  be  i^azeij  ou 
by  a  virtuous  public,  w  ho,  of  course,  w  ere  perfectly  convinced  of 
the  ininiaculate  ]>uriiy  of  the  politicians  who  held  up  this  record 
fur  denunciat  ion. 

Decent  men  hea\'ed  a  sii;h  of  relief  when  the  carnival  of  slander 
and  reproach  was  o\('i-,  ami  then  it  was  found  that  e\-erything 
turned  u])ou  the  vote  of  New  York,  and  that  in  his  own  Stale 
Cleveland  had  beaten  lilaine  by  oidy  about  ele\  eu  liumli  ed  votes; 
and  i)i  the  national  \ote  by  only  t  we?ity-t  hre(>  thousand  and  live. 
To  illustrate  how  little  an  int(dliL!,{'nt  consideration  of  ]»rim-i]ib' 
or  i»olicy  had  lo  do  with  the  deterniinal  ion  of  uhmi's  suffraues, 
it  is  said  that  Illaine"^  loss  of  New  Yoi'k  w  as  <lue  to  an  imjirmlent 
speech  by  a  cleri:y  inan  of  New  ^'ork.  I'.ein^  spokesman  for  a 
tieleiiation  of  tin  se  eminently  practical  iioliticians,  he  had  hailed 
Blaine  as  the  leader  against  a  ]tarty  which  stood  for  "  lJum, 
IJonianism,  and  Keludliou.""  This  alliteration  lilaine  had 
failed  to  ]iunctnr<'  with  his  disapi>ro\ak  a,nd  many  lioman  Cath- 
olic, ]>atriotic  and  sober  l)enn)crats,  who.  before  this,  ha<l  liked 
bim  better  than  Cleveland,  wi'hheld  their  vote  from  him. 

Clro'S'er  Cle\-elaml  thus  became  Pi-esideut  of  the  Cnit(Nl  States 
in  ^larcdi,  issr».  lie  was  lie-  tirst  Democrat  since  the  \\ai-  to 
occui>y  th<-  White  House,  and  the  tirst  also  to  be  carrie(l  into  it 
without  theiaid  of  tlic  military  ]»resti^e  gained  by  participation 
in  that  war.  Me  v  as  the  second  President  to  \n'  thus  directly 
(deeded  from  New  "^'ork,  like  Van  ]'>tiren  btd'ore  him,  altliou;ih 
the  fourth  Xew  "^'ork  citizen  to  occu]iy  the  ])osition.  It  was  an 
unusual  circumstance  that  one  Xew  York  man  shouhl  hand  over 
the  PresiibMu  y  to  anothei  New  York  man.  as  Ai'thur  did  tn 
Cleveland.  And,  auain,  aniouu  the  multitude  of  unusual  (di-ctun- 
stanees  ^  hii  h  the  can^er  of  Clevcdand  as  President  has  furnished, 
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\v;is  the  one  of  ;i  Pi'('si<l('iitial  ^\■e<ldi^li;•  at  lh<'  White  House.  Mr. 
( "Irvclaii*!  liad  i-t'iiiaincd  a  iKu  Iiclor.  and  on  Jnne  2,  18S(;,  he  niar- 
liid  the  danulitd'  of  his  friend  an<l  law  jiartnei-  in  I'.nffalo,  ]Miss 
I'rances  T'olsona,  w  hoso  |to]iuLirity  has  sohhmi  Ix'cn  o\i-ocdc(l  hy 
ai'V  hidy  of  tho  \\'liitc'  lions,'.  In  tliis  late  inarriap,e  with  tlie 
tlauulitcr  of  a  friend  of  ronteniporary  yeai-s;  in  the  extraor- 
dinary majority  for  t;()vei-nor,  and  sonu^  otliei'  details  in  Mr. 
Cleveland's  life,  we  reeoiini/A'  the  hero  of  I'aul  Leicester  Ford's 

Honorable  Peter 
Stirling."  lUit  yet 
there  are  plenty  of 
other  charaetcris- 
tics  in  the  fictitious 
})ersonai;e  to  differ- 
entiate him  from 
t  h  e  ex-Prt'sidejit, 
and  to  reiidei'  the 
novelist's  delint^'a- 
tion  not  tt)o  un- 
pleasantly ]M'r- 
sonal. 

Within  five  short 
years  the  sheriff  of 
I']rie  County  had 
risen  to  the  (diief 
ina.uistracy  of  a  na- 
tion. Those  who 
ai>]u-eliende(l  bad 
results    from  ^Ir. 

Clevelaml's  inexi»erienro  in  siatosmau.=;liip,  Mere  ])roved  to  be  not 
alt(it;('tlier  cori-eet  in  their  fears  or  i)rounostications.  It  will  not 
<lo  at  this  day  to  pronounce  npon  tln^  exeellency  or  othi'rwise  of 
his  administration,  for  it  w  ill  be  i  hallenued  by  friends  and  foes 
as  necessarily  biased  by  political  afliliatiou.  If  any  take  pi-ide 
in  his  exaltation  as  a  New  York  man,  we  prefer  to  place  before 
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thoiii  for  tlicir  fiiiilicr  i;ratiti>atii)n  the  wwnN  nf  a  jiuli;*'  iii(irc> 
com  [)(' tent  ov  more  <lari  iii;  ( liaii  wf.  in  N'icw  of  liis  own  (lojjicca  I  ion 
of  jinluniciiN  on  i-cccnt  nion  (»r  o\('nts,  as  quotiMl  in  ihc  jii'cvinns 
clia]>t('r.  President  Andrews  wi  itos  :  "  In  the  sol f-con: ma nd.  in- 
dciiendoncc,  and  oX('(  nii\c  aliiiiiv  wliicli  he  dis])layod,  the  I'rcsi- 
dent  t'Xrccdcd  the  cxpt'ctat  i( ms  of  liis  friends  and  disappoint i-d 
his  eiKMnit'S.  lie  pei-foiaiied  his  exactinu'  duties  with  dignity  and 
intelli^cnee,  was  st  I'ai^^ht  foi-ward  in  his  acti(<ns,  and  did  not  seelc 
popnlarity  by  di-iftiu^'  with  ilie  current.  \\'hate\cr  (dse  mi^ht 
be  said  a.i^aiiist  him.  none  louhl  <-all  inm  a  demai;(»,uue.  'I'hoiiuh 
a  Democrat,  he  was  yet  rresiihait  of  all  the  people."' 

Such,  at  any  rate,  was  his  im[!ress  upon  both  the  cnuntry  and 
his  party,  that,  for  the  Presiih-ntial  camijaiun  of  ISSS,  tlie  Demo- 
crats were  conip(dled  to  m>minate  .Air.  ('le\'(daud  auain.  Al- 
thoiii;h  tliere  was  mu(di  snlde'-ranean  opi)osition,  ho  was  nomi- 
nated at  t  lu  -  con  vent  ion  by  ar(  laini,  without  a  I'esort  to  ballot  inu  ; 
llnis  pro\idinu-  histoi-ians  A\iih  anothei-  unusual  and  extra<irdi- 
uary  circumstance.  I^aijamin  Harrison.  i;i-andson  of  a  former 
I'resident,  le*]  the  Ke|)ublican  hosts,  a.iid  New  York  was  honoi-ed 
in  theii-  camp,  ami  a  bid  made  for  its  vote,  by  the  nomination  (d' 
Levi  P.  -Moi'ton  for  X'ice-Pi'esident.  The  caini»ai,un  uf  ISSS  was 
hai>pily  free  from  personal  abuse;  it  \\as  called  a  cam])aiuii  of 
education,"  and  the  subject  on  whiidi  men  were  beinij,  instructed 
was  the  tariff.  .Mr.  ('!e\eland  met  with  defeat,  yet  the  jiopular 
vote  tlii'ou^hout  the  count  i-y  stood  f<n-  him  r»,r>40,(M)l),  and  for 
Harrison  r>, KM), ()()().  That  tln-re  was  tr  'aida-ry  in  his  own  ])arty 
\\"as  manif<'sted,  or  at  least  suLii^esi ed,  l)y  the  jteculiar  fact  that 
altliom;h  e\-en  his  own  State  failed  to  cast  a  majority  of  votes  for 
him  as  President.  Da\id  15.  Hill,  the  Democratic  mmiinee  for 
i:'o\"eiaior,  was  (dected.  It  is  ]U'oper,  therefoi'e,  to  sto]t  heic  and 
i;ive  sonu'  account  of  this  second  member  of  our  Democrati<- 
uroup. 

A\'he!i  CJovernoi-  rie\(dand  had  been  tdected  TM'esideiit,  in  Xo- 
vemlter,  bSSl,  he  pr(unptl\  resiLiiied  his  othce.  ami  f(U'  the  r(^- 
maind.or  of  his  teiau,  or  one  \"ar,  the  lieuteuant-uovernor  sue- 
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(•(•(•(Ictl  to  tlio  cliicf  (iircci idii  of  nITairs.  Tlicn,  at  the  J^tato  coii- 
vciitioii  of  KSST),  Mr.  Hill  was  noiniiialcd  by  the  I  )('inocr'a  t  ic  party 
as  a  caiulidat*'  for  i^dvoi  iior,  and  on  bciiii;-  clccicil  entered  upon 
his  first  t'^rni,  as  direei  ly  (  lioseii  lo  t  hat  olliee,  on  -lannary  1,  ISSG. 
J)a\i<l  ]'».  Hill  ^vas  horn  al  Havana,  (''iennin;4  County  (now  in 
Stdinyler  County  ) ,  on  Anunst  I'lh  ISI."!.  Havana,  since  caih'd 
Moiitoui'  I'alls,  \\as  situated  on  tlie  line  of  tlie  canal  connectinu' 
ihc  (,'ity  of  I'^linira  ^\•itll  Seneca  Lake,  about  two  miles  from 
the  head  of  the  lake.  He  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  district,  and  at  the  academy  at  Ihnana.  lie  tiieii 
became  (derl;  in  a  law  otiice  in  bis  native  villauc  ciuitinued  his 
law  studies  at  l']lmira,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bai-  in  ISCl. 

The  same  year  he  bi'canie  city  attorney.  In  ISTO  he  was  (dected 
to  the  I^euislatiu-e.  A\'liile  there  he  \\as  ]>iit  on  the  committee  to 
investii;ate  tlie  conduct  of  th'^  Tweed  judges.  He  was  the  only 
other  Democratic  inembei-  on  tliis  I'ommittee  of  the  with  Sammd 
J.  Tilden,  and  renderi'il  \  ahiable  assistance  iv,  Mr.  'I'ilden.  On  ro- 
tiriui;'  from  the  Assembly  he  becanu'  editor  of  the  l']lmii'a  (Ufjilc. 
In  1SS2  he  was  elected  mayor  of  that  city,  and  as  the  mayor  of 
Buffalo  headed  the  uubernatorial  ti(dcet  of  the  Democrats  that 
year,  its  symmetry  was  only  enhanced  by  making  his  running 
mate  for  lientenant-i;(>vernor  the  mayor  of  Klmira.  Cleveland's 
ele\'ati(»n  \mi  Hill  into  the  ui>\ernoi"s  seat,  as  we  saw,  and  then 
his  party's  favor,  and  a  majoiiry  of  the  jx-ople's  votes,  put  him 
still  more  satisfactorily  info  that  seat  (Ui  .January  1,  ISSG. 

Durin.Li:  his  administration  In^  jxtsed  soinewliat  ostentatiously 
as  the  "  friend  of  labor.""  To  him  it  was  laru(dy  du<'  that  convicts 
in  ])rison  were  forbidden  to  enL;an('  in  labor  <ui  contracts,  wliei'eby 
the  State's  expenses  had  Iteen  r(dieve(l,  and  tlu^  inmates'  lift^  had 
been  made  more  endurable  by  occupation.  The  settinu'  aside  of 
asi)ecial  Indiday  on  the  tlrst  Monday  of  September,  called  "  Labor 
Day,"  wlnn'eon  labor  oruanizat  ions  miulit  i»arad(^  or  <mi  joy  picnics, 
and  otherwise  assert  themselves,  was  also  C.ovtu'uor  Hill's  de- 
vice. He  was  instrumental  in  preventinu  the  State  census  of 
ISS"),  for  some  reason  suflicient  to  himselL 
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W'hon  tlio  national  and  State  elections  fell  in  tlic-  same  vtMi',  in 
1S8S,  and  Mr.  ( "Icvcland  was  rcnoiiiinaied  for  Picsidcnt,  ( iovcrnoi- 
mil  was  renominated  hy  t lie  State  convention  of  his  pai-ty.  It  has 
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already  been  intimated  that  there  were  nndercnrrents  of  ania^o- 
nisni  to  the  President  anion,!;-  the  Democrats,  while  they  openly 
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and  by  acrluinat ion  put  him  in  n(»niinat  ion.  It  was  char.^cd 
by  those  secret  enemies  that  Clevehnnl  was  a  "  Mu^wnmi),"  an 
independent  ratlier  tlian  a  paity  m;!n,  and  <lurin;r  the  ensuin;^ 
canvass  (lovernor  1 1  il  I  kepi  i-ei  t  erat  i  ni;,'  t  he  ])hrase,  "I  am  a  i  )em(l- 
cl•at,"  which  Mas  snilicicnl  1  \  senseless,  nnh'ss  there  was  in  il  I  he 
st  in_u' of  an  accnsa  t  ion  liial  lie  was  nioi'e  of  a  Demorrai  than  the 
Ti-esident ial  candidate.  Tlie  snsjiition  of  secret  enmity,  or 
trea(diery,  as  we  sau',  w  as  contirmed  by  tlie  fart  I  hat  wliile  New 
York  went  aj^ainst  ('le\ehujd.  Hill  was  re-elected  ^o\erTn)r. 

In  the  cam[)ai,mi  of  iSit:!.  t  his  secret  antaj^onism  of  llill  and  tlie 
followini;-  in  his  pai'ty.  blazed  into  tierc<"  ami  ojx'n  op])osition.  Jt 
is  to  be  noted  as  another  '•  unusual  cirtaimstance  "  in  Mr.  Ch've- 
] ami's  career,  that  he  recei\  ed  t  he  nominal  ion  for  I'residenl  t  liT'eo 
times  iji  succession.  Tln-re  was  no  otliei-  man  Ins  party  conhl 
name  with  tlie  i!,host  of  a  <  hance  for  snc<'ess,  and  thoniih  tliat  was 
evident  it  ^(»aded  his  enemies  in  the  ])arty  to  despei-ation.  Hill 
and  his  faction  wanted  the  nomination  for  him,  and  tii(\v  thonuht 
to  secure  the  result  by  holdinu  what  A\as  calle(l  a  "sua])"'  con- 
vention in  mid-w  inter,  so  as  to  elect  delej^ates  to  the  nati(nuil  con- 
vention, A\  ho  should  ]iut  Hill  in  nomin;Uion. 

It  proved  a  cold  '-snap"  for  nua-e  reasons  than  that  it  was 
liold  in  winter.  The  national  I )em()ci'atic  convention  met,  and  on 
the  first  ballot  rdevelaml  recei\-ed  moi'<"  than  the  re(jui]-ed  two- 
thirds  \()te.  rresideni  Harrison  Avas  also  rtaioniinated  by  the 
Ikei)nblicans,  so  that  the  cani]);iiun  cries  of  four  yeai's  before  were 
ai;ain  in  everyone's  eai-s.  Instead  n(  A'i<-e-President  Morton, 
^\'hite]aw  lieid,  (-(litor  of  the  New  York  Trihiuic,  ami  minister  to 
I'rance  at  the  time,  was  }>laced  second  on  tlie  ticket  with  Hai-ri- 
son.  r>nt  the  result s  (if  t he  campaign  wer(M'everst-d.  Clevidand  a 
second  time  assunn-(l  the  oflicf^  of  Tresident.  At  the  eml  of  this 
secoml  term,  he  retired  (<»  pri\at(>  life,  takini;-  up  his  abode 
among  the  studious  precincts  of  the  university  town  of  Prince- 
ton, in  the  State  of  his  birth. 

Hill  was  elected  semitor  at  the  expirati(Mi  of  his  s<M'ond  term 
as  governor,  and  gave  vent  to  his  peisonal  spite  against  the  I'resi- 
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tlont  of  his  own  party  liy  tii wavtiii,!;  souk-  very  cxcdlt'iil  noiiii- 
iiatiisns,  tlic     ((Hiilcsy  of  t  lie  S<iiaif,"  ainl  not  tlw  nwrits 

of  the  cases  or  tlic  synipat  liifs  of  liis  col Icauucs.  cnabUMl  liini  to 
do.  It  A\as  also  due  to  iiis  inllucncc  that  there  was  sent  to  the 
Senat<',  fi'oni  tlie  I]uipii-e  Slate  of  New  ^'ork.  as  juinor  scnalor. 
a  man  in  no  respi-cl  lit  led  for  i  he  phice.  in  t  he  vorlox  of  "  pccul 
iai"  ideas"  tiiat  •^wciit  oxer  the  Dennnratic  convention  (d'  IS'.MI, 
and  swept  away  also  the  ]»ossil»ilily  of  success  at  the  polls, 
Senator  Hill  lo^t  his  jtrestim-  even  in  his  (iwn  Slate;  and  in  si  ill 
latei'  developments  of  ])arly  hist(uy  he  seems  to  ha\e  retireil 
further  and  further  into  the  Ikk  Ivui'ound. 

DiU'inj;-  the  lirst  year  of  ?klr.  ('levidand's  first  adininisli'ation, 
occni-red  the  deaih  of  (icnera!  (Irani,  lie  was  s(»  mm  h  ur-'ater 
a.s  a  soldier  ami  a  man,  1  hat  jx'ojd-'  soon  foimit  the  experiences  in 
the  J'resideiii's  oflice  that  had  had  any  tendency  to  Ixdittle  him; 
and  he  stood  forth  ai:ain  at  the  time  of  his  death  as  the  beloved 
hero,  A\()rtliy  of  all  honor.  I"or  many  yiars,  indeed  ever  since 
his  ret  ireiiient  finm  the  Presidency,  lie  had  made  Xew  York  Cit  y 
his  home.  And  he  whom  all  the  nation  <hdi^lite(l  to  honor 
b]'eath(Ml  his  last  Avilhin  the  holders  of  the  I'hupiie  Stale,  and  has 
been  laid  to  icst  in  a  ma^inlic<'nt  mausoleum  in  the  city  which 
was  his  last  eaiihly  abidinLi-i)lace.  A  ui  ieAons  tinamdal  disaslei- 
came  to  trouble  his  old  aut',  thiouuh  the  lascality  of  an  auda- 
cious sharjier,  who  liaded  all  nm- onsciotis  to  him  upon  his  nanu\ 
And  the  whole  peojile  looked  (Ui  wilh  breathless  adiidratiou  and 
pity,  as  the  hero  td'  a  hundre<l  ba  1 1  leiields  made  a  gallant  st rnuule 
aiiainst  overA\  helndiiL:  ]to\-erty,  by  the  honest  laboi'  of  his  brain 
and  hand  in  wriiiii'j,  his  metmdrs.  The  strain  hastened  his  eiul, 
but  the  victory  was  assurt'd  before  ileath  came,  and  Avith  almost 
liis  hand  upon  the  last  jia^es  of  the  book  he  dro])jKMl  out  of  tho 
ranks  of  tlu'  1  ivinu'. 

Tho  diseas<'  that  carried  him  otT  was  the  painful  one  of  cancer 
in  the  month.  The  intense  ])hysical  snllerini.';,  niakinu'  the  nnuital 
distress  of  his  circnmstanres  so  mm  h  greater,  and  the  literary 
effort  so  mm  li  more  ditVicult,  wow  all  borne  with  a  f(U'titnde  as 
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truly  iK'i'oic  as  any  that  maizes  bat tlclichls  ^lofiuus.  The  uiii\cr- 
sal  interest  rendci'cd  the  tir'a-f  the  inoir  liciici-al ly  felt,  and  iImt'' 
conhl  be  no  t;rcat('i'  tribute  tn  the  s.ihlier's  wortli  than  llie  mani- 
festation of  that  Lii-ief  in  the  Sonthein  Slates. 

As  tlie  syniiifoiiis  («f  t  he  disi-.-isc  I  hat  w  as  kjlliiin'  <  leneral  ( Irant 
beeanio  jj,r()\\inL; ly  a harni i nu,  it  was  iho!iL;hl  best  to  remove  him 
to  a.  healthiei'  ;in<l  cooler  atmosphere.  .Verordiiiuly,  a  eotta^o 
was  j)lae('d  at  his  disposal  at  Mouid  .M(<  ire^or.  anions'  the 
Adirondark  Mountains.  IJevived  somewliat  and  sustained  by 
the  in\i,u(U-atin;j,-  monn- 
taiii  air,  lie  s]>ent  many 
Aveeks  here  in  eom])ai'a- 
tive  eoiufoi-t.  It  was 
feared  at  one  time  that  he 
■^^'ould  not  be  abh'  to  sur- 
vive Ins  birthday,  A]ii-i! 
27,  1885.  I^ut  he  liapi)i]y 
rallied,  and  was  spared 
for  some  months  after 
that.  Surrouiide(l  by  his 
family,  aitd  taking'  es- 
pei'ial  (U'lii^lit  in  t  he  com- 
pany of  his  youthful 
j^randchi Mi'cn,  he  labored 
dili,uontly  at  tlu'  literary 
task  which  he  had  s(  t  himself,  and  which  he  hoped  would  save 
his  nearest  kin  fi'om  (  hai  ity  or  penui'y,  for  so  low  indeed  had  ins 
fortunes  fallen  by  reason  of  the  false  fi-iend"s  rascality. 

l^Ut  at  last  nature  had  to  succuuib  to  the  dreail  disease,  atld 
(ieneral  (h-ant  died  at  ]\Iiiunr  Mc(ii'ei;-or  on  July  23,  iss.l.  A 
Liuard  of  twel\'e  soldioi-s  was  scut  up  to  stay  by  the  I'emains.  On 
Au,i;ust  4  a  pi-ivate  fuueial  was  hidd  at  the  mountain  cottage.  A 
train  stood  in  I'eadim-ss,  hea\ily  diMjicd  with  blaclc  crajie,  and 
started  on  its  way  in  sidenui  silence,  not  a  'whistle  blowing  or  a 
btdl  riniiin^-  all  the  way  do\\n  tui  its  A\ay  lo  Albany.  KeatdiiuL!; 
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bore  on  the  cvcniiiL!,  of  .ViiuusI  4,  the  Ixxly  was  i)lac('(l  in  tin- 
cajiilol,  and  la\-  in  slate  until  10.;!()  of  tin-  niorninu  oC  tiic  tifili. 
A(.-c(»unt  w  as  j^cpi  ul'  l  lie  nmll  ii  iidcs  w  iio  [lasscd  l»_v  all  nii;li1  Iuhl; 
to  view  tlie  remains,  and  not  li-ss  than  sc\enl y-sovcn  tlionsand 
peisons-- (M|ual  to  tlie  entii'<'  iMijinlalion  of  Albany- were 
ctiunted.  'I'lic  funeral  train  I  lieu  a;j,aiii  took  aboard  its  })recious 
freight,  and  started  on  tlie  way  to  New  \'ork. 

Here  tlie  body  was  placed  in  llie  rotunda  of  tlie  City  Hall, 
under  a  i;uard  of  lionoi-,  constantly  kept  U])  by  rtdays  of  soldiers. 
Those  that  wished  to  review  the  remains  jiassed  by  in  two  steady 
streams  on  eithei-  side  of  I  he  !)ier,  and  it  'was  est  i ma  ted  that  t  hree 
liundi'ed  thousand  ]iei-sons  a\ailed  thems"l\es  of  tliis  [)]-Ivile,ue. 
On  Auynst  S  the  funeral  took-  place,  and  ne\er  has  smdi  a  scene 
been  witnessed  upon  the  streets  t>{'  New  York.  The  [)rocession 
of  military  and  ci\  ic  i)ai-ticipants  in  the  corl(\i;('  was  eii;ht  miles 
Ion;;',  [Kissin-j,  from  the  City  Hall  uji  to  t  he  lieiL^hts  alonu'  the  i-ivei' 
"wliere  a  f eni])oi'a i-y  load)  had  been  ])i-ei)a]-ed  to  i-eceive  the  body. 
Tw(dve  years  latei-  there  was  almost  a  re]»etiti<»u  of  this  impos- 
ing;' speetacde,  when,  on  April  27,  1SI»T,  the  body  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  si»lendid  mans.deum  whi(di  had  b<'en  erected  in  the 
meantime  at  a  c<jst  of  half  a  ndllion  dollars,  surpassin_!n-  in  beauty 
and  f^ramleur  any  memoi-ial  raised  to  a  mitional  hero,  and  oecii- 
pyinp,'  a  site  sujierbly  suited  to  si»  ^rt■at  a  monument. 

Amon^'  the  local  excnts  that  deser\'e  a  place  in  a  narrative  of 
State  history,  Avas  the  cehdu-ation  by  the  jteo])le  of  Albany  of  the 
two  hundredth  anniAcrsary  of  its  becoming;'  a  city.  Tts  (diai'ter 
was  givon  to  it  by  (iovernor  Honuan  in  KISfi,  and  ti\"e  days,  b(>- 
ginnin,^-  with  Sunday,  July  IS.  ISSC,  were  set  apart  to  do  honor 
to  the  accomplishmenl  of  t  wo  centuries  since  t  hat  ausjucious  and 
humble  beuiniunu' of  muni(  i])al  life.  Some  tifteen  or  twenty  his- 
torical scenes  were  rei)resented  on  floats,"  and  then  diawn 
tliroup,h  the  streets,  at  ni^ht  illuminat<-d  by  electric  lights  ami 
c<dore(l  fires.  The  hrst  of  the  series  was  Henry  Hudson  sailing  u]) 
the  Hudson  in  a  miiuaturt'  "  Half-^Ioon,""  manned  by  Itoys  fi'(un 
tlie  acadeie.y  as  sailors. 
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Drawiiiji'  upon  colonial  and  i-ev<;lHtioiiary  history,  oMicr  in- 
cidents of  interest  were  set  forth  in  scones  ami  costumes.  In 
i-ommeniora'tion  of  tlie  fact  tliat  ])oniian,  wiio  .ua\'e  I  lie  charter, 
was  an  Irish  nobleman,  the  Irish  citizens  ai'ran,uc<l  for  a  uni^im- 
spectacle  of  Irisii  ^irls  symlioHcnlly  clad,  (;ach  to  re|)i-esenl  a 
county  of  Ireland.  An  aquatic  processi(ui  of  steamei's  was  also 
a  feature  of  the  })ro.i;ram me.  July  L':!,  ISSC,  the  actual  date 
of  t lie  i^iviuL!, of  t  he  (diart er,  w  as  arran_u<Ml  to  s<'e  the  cu I  iin  iia I  iiui 
of  festivities,  to  bi'  i^raced  by  I'l-esident  (de\'eland  and  (ioNciaior 
Hill.  A  reception  was  ui\-en  by  tlu'  coi-])oi-;it  ion  of  the  (dty  at 
the  capitol  to  thest'  hi^Ii  fuucT  i(»naries  :  the  lioveiaiors  of  other 
States,  the  mayo]"s  of  the  cdties  (d'  the  State,  ami  other  <listin- 
^uished  <^uests. 

New  York  had  had  its  shai-e  >>f  the  i-ailroad  strik'e  that  altected 
and  aniicted  the  whole  country  in  1S7T.  In  ISDO  there  was  a 
sti'ike  for  a  brief  period  on  the  New  York  T'entral  system,  conliued 
niaiuly  to  the  New  York  C'ity  terminus,  and  causing-  some  trouble 
at  Albany,  but  it  was  soon  settle'],  aiul  the  men  at  Albany  dis- 
tinguished themselves  by  an  act  of  <  hi\  aliy  and  decency,  the 
spirit  of  whi(d!,  if  met  with  e(jual  (dnvaliy  by  r-ailroad  comj)anies, 
would  make  strikes  impossible  or  u.nnecessai-y.  As  soon  as  the 
sti'ike  was  dedartMl  on,  and  ilie  men  had  quit  the  trains  and 
shops,  the  men  of  one  of  the  unions  promi>tly  repaired,  arnu.Ml, 
to  till'  various  buildings  an<l  stood  (Ui  giuird  to  protect  the  com- 
l»any"s  pi-opei  ty  from  injury  and  d(-st ruction. 

lUit  ru)  sutdi  happy  incidents  attended  the  strike  of  1S;)2,  ^\hich 
was  one  which  New  York  could  (  laim  as  all  her  own,  and  stiri-ed 
the  State  by  the  mar*  hing  of  ti'(.'o]»s  fi-om  one  end  to  the  other. 
On  August  14,  of  that  yoar,  the  swit(dimen  of  the  Lcdiigh  \'alley 
and  Erie  yards  at  DutTalo  went  out  on  a  strike  to  secui'e  an  in- 
crease of  ten  per  cent,  in  wages,  and  a  basis  of  ten  hours  of  work. 
It  \\as  immediately  acciunpaided  by  \iolence  and  arson.  The 
nien  set  on  fire  freight  cars  filled  with  valimble  mei-<diandise; 
they  assanlte(l  men  ])eacefully  at  work  in  the  companies'  shops, 
and  a  passenger  train  was  willfully  thrown  from  the  traid-;,  risk- 
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iu'j;  iiiaiiy  innocent  li\cs.  One  linndrcd  rrcii^ht  cars  were  dc 
sti'«»V('(l  by  life  hclwccn  Ani^iist  H  ;(nil  ]~>,  cotitainini;  r.iusscls 
cai'[K'ls,  wool,  luiy,  cotton,  tlio  loss  iiinninu  n|»  to  slOd, ()()().  I'if 
teen  hundi-etl  frei^lit  cai's  stood  Iilockn!  on  the  tracks  bel  weoi 


ainonu  Iheni  in  a  do/en  places.    W'lien  llie  lire  (|c]iarMuent  has 
ttau'd  to  the  s[iot  lo  put  oiit  the  fires,  their  hose  was  cat  and 
they  were  rendered  I II  d  p]  ess.  TI  le  st  I  i    'rs  c  I  a  i  nied  that  t  hese  ads 
of  destrnction  were  coinndtled  not  Ity  any  of  their  nnmber,  l>nt 
by  ,i;anus  of  ton;j;hs,  who  to(dc  ad\"antauc  of  llie  situation. 

The  b)cal  autlmrilies  of  Ilnifalo  and  laie  Coiiidy  were  power 
less  b(d"oi-e  this  riili.'  (d'  the  tnob.    There  were  railroad  yards  in 


they  h(dd  ba(d< :  they  had  no  coinjilaints,  becanse  their  road  jiaid 
the  wattes  which  the  oilier  men  demanded.  I'.nt  as  they  \\-ere 
joered  at  and  taunted  by  the  striking;  nu'n,  tliey  yielded  on 
Auuust  17,  and  so  did  men  on  the  other  roads  which  liad  com- 
plied with  the  (hMnands. 

The  situation  was  now  very  serious,  and  the  liovornor  was 
called  U]ion  to  call  out  the  militia.  At  hrst  the  J^ixtydifih  and 
Sovonty-foui't h  lJei;iments  wer.'  i)U!  into  service,  comjiosc  d  of 
citizens  of  r.uffalo  and  vicinity:  fouether  with  se\-eral  separate 
companies  from  various  places  in  western  and  central  New  York. 
As  the  strike  extended  more  and  more,  and  iln^  dauber  line 
I'eacdied  froivi  East  lluffalo  to  Xiairara  l^ills,  a  force  of  only  one 


IJnfialo  and  I.aiicastei'.  and  dniinu;  the  ni^ihl   tires  l)r(dxe  oiii 
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se\i'n  of  the  eleven  jxdice  precin(ds  of 
the  city,  and  the  force  was  inadeipiale  In 
|iresel-\  ('  order  o\-er  so  extended  a  t  ei  - 
ritory.  The  sheriff  of  I'a'ie  ('ouiity  met 
the  rioters  with  foi-ty  or  lifly  deputies, 
but  this  handful  was  overpowered  and 
smrendered  their  (Inbs  on  the  demand 
of  the  nu)b.  The  strike  was  contined  at 
first  oidy  to  the  L(diii;li  X'alley  and  ]'>rie 
men;  but  they  called  upon  the  New  ^'oik 
Centra  I  switi  limen  to  join  them.    At  first 
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tliuiisand  soldicis  was  insiiniciciit,  and  only  iii\'itc<l  allack  in- 
stcatl  (if  (liscoiira^iiiL;  it.  So.  on  August  IS,  the  uovcrnni'  issiU'd 
(iTtlci-  coniinandiuu  t  lu' cut  ire  Xatii)iial  (IiuiJ-d  t  Iirnii^hoiir  the 
State  to  he  iiiitlci'  arms  and  he  ready  at  a  nienient's  call  to  pro- 
ceed lo  the  scene  ef  disorder. 

The  orders  to  nlo^"e  caine  on  the  e\'einnu'  ef  Aiimist  IS  to  New 
York  and  lirocdclyn,  and  hefore  many  hours  six  re^imenis  were 
on  their  way  to  ISuhalo.  'i"he  pco])le  of  ]']rie  County  uitere(l  a 
protest  against  the  coniim;  into  ser\'ice  of  so  many  troops,  as  the 
cost  was  estimated  at  .S;J().(K)()  p(  r  day.  Hut  the  <]em(  uisl  rat  ion 
(if  force  had  the  elTect  of  restoring;  order  and  saving  proiierty. 
The  nu'ii  were  furnished  ^\•ith  thirty-two  roiiiuls  of  ball  cart- 
riducs,  aiid  the  ohicers  in  (diari^c  evidentl.\  meant  business.  Yet 
1  liere  ^\■as  hardly  any  shoot  iuL.-,  the  mob  bein^  dri\  en  back  mostly 
at  the  }ioint  of  the  bayonet.  I'oi'  some  da_\s  the  forces  (d'  order 
and  disoi-d('i'  vi-imly  faced  each  other.  The  swit(hmen  wei'e 
joine<l  by  eULiineers,  tirenwii,  conductors,  an<1  trainiuen.  so  that 
all  classes  of  railroatl  employees  woe  now  in  arms  against  the 
coiupanies.  r>nt  su]iei-iiU' discipline  and  det(-rmimUion  pi-e\-ailed 
o\'er  oruani/.ed  lalior  and  its  riototis  sympat hizei's,  who  alwa.ys 
discredit  tlie  nuui  they  think  they  ser\'e;  ami  on  August  24  tlie 
strike  was  <]e(dared  off.  (luce  moi-e  the  w^inir  had  prtncd  incor- 
rect Macanlay's  prediction  (d'  ruin  lu-oduced  by  disc(udenl  of  citi- 
zens. The  instinct  of  }ioIitical  s(d f-preser\at ion  was  stroniicr 
than  the  need  of  bead. 

'Idle  third  luendier  (d"  the  urouji  of  Democratic  udvernors  who 
I.-lst  bore  ollice  duiiiiu  the  presold  ceiituiN.  \\"as  IJoswell  P. 
I'dower.  lie  w;is  born  at  Tlu'resa,  .[(dTersiui  ("nuiity.  (Ui  .\uuust 
17,  1 S;;.").  The  pi  a  ci-  is  si  t  iia  t  ed  n\\  the  Indian  I  vi  \  er,  in  the  north- 
ern ]»art  (jf  the  county,  ami  about  eiuhteen  miles  from  the  city  of 
^N'aterl o\\'n,  Mr.  I'lower's  late'-  home.  \\  hen  a  boy  he  serxcfl  as 
a  (dei'k  in  a  country  st(u-e  thero,  next  wor]^''d  in  a  liri(d<ya.rd.  and 
fiiuiilv  on  a  farm.  Tfe  recci\"d  his  e(lucation  at  the  di^fri(t 
si  hool  and  at  the  Theresa  lli'j;li  S(  ho(d,  Liradiial  ini;'  from  the 
latter  at  1  he  ai^iMif  eighteen.    He  then  tauiiht  s(diool  for  a  w  hile. 
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imd  sulis'M juciit  ly  Ix'canie  a  clerk  in  the  \Vafert(iwn  postoi'licc. 
His  lirst  uiidt'itakini:  in  a  hiisiiK'ss  line  was  a  jr\vcli-\  stuic  .iinl 
broker's  oHiee  in  Watertown.  Success  came  to  him,  ami  in 
lie  rem()\  e(l  to  the  larger  jxissiliilit  ics  for  tiiuim  ial  oi»i'ratinus  lo 
be  fniiiul  in  the  metropolis,  bnl  he  al.\\;iys  retained  liis  home  in 
Waterto\S'n. 

His  public  life  b(\uan  when  he  was  elected  to  fill  tin-  nncxpii-cd 
term  in  Congress  of  be\i  1*.  .Moi-ion,  in  ISSl,  when  the  hitter  \\as 
appointed  minister  to  France  by  I'l-esident  (lartield;  both  men 
little  dreamini;-  then,  })ei-haps,  that  some  ten  years  later  tliey 
would  exchani;('  in  the  reverse  order  an  ollice  of  i;i-eatei-  imiiort- 
ance  still.  A\'hen  the  incomi)lete  term  h;id  exjtired,  he  was  re- 
elected to  a  full  term,  defeating  as  an  ojiposiuL:,  candidate  Will- 
iam A\'aldorf  Astoi",  who  hits  since  become  a  subject  of  Her 
IJritannic  ^Majesty. 

^\s  ^\■e  liave  seen,  Mr.  i'lowej-  made  a  fair  showiny,'  before  the 
State  convention  which  nominated  (_de\eland  for  -governor  in 
18S2.  Two  years  later  his  naim^  was  seriously  mentione(l  as  a 
I'residenI  ial  candi<Ia.te,  luit  attain  ("leveland  seized  the  jirize.  In 
1S88  he  was  offered  ihe  nomination  for  lieutenant-.uovernor.  but 
iie  declined  it.  He  \\as  i*eturncd  to  Conuress  in  ISSO  with  a 
majority  of  tw(dve  thousand  \otes.  l)ui-inu  this  session  he  be- 
came jtroniinent  in  the  ii^hl  to  mainlain  the  reasonable  ]»ur]>ose 
of  thinking  persons  in  and  out  of  ("oiigress,  of  ha\  ing  the  Colum- 
bian ^Vorld■s  I'aii-  of  IS'.i^  oi-  isii;',  held  in  the  meti'o))olis  and 
gT'oatest  seaport  id'  the  country,  instead  of  at  a  far  intei-ioi'  i  id  and 
city.  r>ut  the  bi'ee/y  ^\'est  weid  mad  with  ]iai'tisanship  on  tlie 
subject,  and  got  the  votes  necessary  ftu'  its  wishes. 

In  ISDl  ]\Ir.  Idower  was  nominated  for  governor  l)y  his  jtai'ty, 
defeating  his  opponent  I)y  tifty  thousand  votes.  ll<'  was  the  last 
of  the  governors  to  serve  for  I  hree  years,  and  when,  (Ui  dauuary  1, 
ISOo,  he  resigned  the  i-esj^onsibili  t  ies  of  otiice  iiuo  the  hands  of 
his  Republican  successor,  he  went  back  t(t  his  immense  business 
interests,  permanently  I)idding  farew(dl  to  public  lib-.  He  died 
on  :\[ay  12,  1S09. 
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The  change  in  the  term  (Ini'ini;'  ^\lli(■h  a  governor  shouhl 
/i(»hl  ollice  from  three  to  two  years  was  effected  by  th('  new 
constitution  acbiptcMl  by  tlie  [leoide  in  iS'.if.  In  that  year 
iiad  been  heh!  tlie  sixth  constitutional  couNcntion,  following 
those  of  the  oi-iginal  adojiting  or  enacting  one  of  1777,  and  those 
held  to  revise  in  ISO],  1S21,  ISli;,  and  ]S(;7.  As  we  have  noticed 
bef(»re,  and  as  these  lignres  indicate  the  practice  or  jxdicy  of 
tlie  State  had  been  to  re\ise  its  fundamental  law  about  e\('ry 
twenty  ami  odd  years.  But,  as  was  seen,  the  constitiitioii, 
as  revised  in  lS('i7,  ANas  not  rati- 
iied  by  the  peojile,  and  though  the 
incoUN'enienci'  of  such  a  miscar- 
liage  of  i)Ui'j)ose  liail  been  reme- 
died lai-g(dy  In'  occasional  amend- 
ments submitted  at  Aarious  in- 
tervals, yet  since  the  last  re\ised 
constitution  as  a  A\hole  nearly 
hfty  years  had  (dapsed.  The  peo- 
})le,  indeed,  had  voted  to  have  a 
comention  in  1SS(»,  but  amo]iL; 
the  other  deeds  to  be  laid  at  (!o\  - 
ernor  Hill's  dooi-,  was  this  of  hav 
ing  frustrated  the  will  of  the 
lieojile.  On  account  of  soim-  dis- 
agreement AAith  his  Legislature, 
he  pre\-ented  the  meeting  of  the  con\ention. 

In  iSO.j  the  opportunity  to  vote  on  the  tiuestion  was  again 
given,  arid  as  it  was  carried  by  a  maj(uity,  delegates  to  the  con- 
vention Were  (dected  in  \o\ember  of  that  year.  Tlieir  number 
was  lixed  at  (Uie  hundred  and  se\-enty-ti\-e;  (Uie  humlred  and  sixty 
to  be  electe(]  from  the  Senate  districts,  li\-e  from  eacdi;  and  fifteen 
t«»  be  delegates  at  large.  The  Republicans  secui'ed  a  majority 
and  contr(died  the  c(Uivention.  I'ive  menib<'rs  wei'e  uiiseat(^d 
because  of  the  fraudulent  (dectiiui  methods  ])iirsued  at  (Ir  ive- 
sentl,  Long  Island,  uiidei-  the  notoi-ions  .\rcKan<'.    This,  witli 
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other  i-;iiis<'S,  reduced  tlieactiuil  utiinlter  of  delegates  ii)  one  Imii- 
drod  and  sixty-ei^j;lit,  (d'  ^\■llnnl  one  Inindi-ed  and  Uiree  were  Ke- 
publu-ans  and  sixt y-(i\('  1  )einn(  ials. 

The  con\'ention  nu  l  in  ihe  Assembly  (dianiber  al  Albany  on 
May  2'2,  L^'Jl,  and  adjoni-no(l  on  Sopi cnhber  L'*.>;  it  spent  eighteen 
weel;s  In  aeUia.I  work.  Jose])h  1.1.  ('hoaie,  now  ambassador  to 
EnL^dand,  \\'as  (deeted  |)i-esi(b'nt.  Altera  rert'ss  oT  two  wetdxs  lie 
iUinoiinced  t wenty-seveii  regular  committees  on  the  variety  of 
subjects  to  be  consideix-d.  Dnrini;-  tlie  session  three  hundred  ami 
iiiiiety-fonr  amendments  were  (dVei-ed,  but  oidy  thirty-three 
passed.  As  had  been  done  at  previous  conventions,  an  aniond- 
meut  \\as  pro])osed  I'jvinu  the  sulTiai^c  to  women.    'Idu're  was  a 

stroni;'  mo\-enient  bai  l;  of  it.  The  side 
ject  had  been  wi(h'l\'  discussed  in 
])ress  and  pulpit;  but  the  i»ublic  mind, 
thoni;h  it  had  advanced  muidi  since 
the  tii'st  discussion  of  it  in  1S4(I,  had 
not  yet  i-ea(lie(l  the  [loint  of  aihtjition 
in  a  con\'<'nt  i(Ui  retlectini;'  tlie  wislies 
/"^^^--j^-  (d' its  const  it  uents.    It  was  rejt'ct(_'d  by 

a  vote  of  niiiely-se\-en  to  tifty-nine:  a 
defeat   exhildtinu   an   advance  upon 
former  deal's,  w  hen  it  is  remembered 
tliat  in  ISOT  the  measuic  could  muster  but  twenty  votes. 

Tin.' anu'udment  most  discussed  and  that  obtaiuet!  tliesmalb'st 
majority,  was  the  ouo  on  h'^islati\-e  api)orl ionment,  tixin^  the 
number  of  semitors  at  tifty  and  of  assemblymen  at  one  humb-e<l 
and  tifty.  As  \\-as  mentioned,  the  i^overnor's  teiin  was  reduced 
from  th]-ee  yeai's  to  t\\  ().  An  int<'rest  inu'  amendment  was  that 
liivini;-  mayors  the  i)rivile--e  of  \-etoinu-  bills  ridat  inu  to  t  htdi'  cit  i<'s ; 
a  majority  of  the  Legislature,  liowevei-,  suHii  inu  to  pass  the  bill 
a<;ain  (tver  the  veto.  As  a  result  of  ihis  new  i»rovision,  two  hun- 
dred and  seventy-t  \\  ()  bills  wore  seiit  to  mayoi's  in  IS!*."):  sixfy- 
eiti'ht  To  Xew  Yoidc,  seventy-four  to  Ib'ooklyn.  (de\'en  to  IbilTalo, 
Iwentv-nine  to  cities  of  the  second  (dass,  and  nin(dv  ti>  those  of 


tul:  K.Mriui:  stati:  ix  thkki:  ckxtukiks. 


289 


ihi-  tliii-il  class.  Of  tlicsc  one  liuiMlri-l  and  sc\i'iity  wcrr  apiu-ovrd 
;  iiirictccii  rcjccl ('(1,  ci^lit  v-i  lircc  not  bciiiu  IicjumI  fi-oin.  Tin' 
\(itc  OH  The  i'('\is('(l  coiistitiition  was  UOJi'JT  I'nv  and  ;5lIT,10"J 
against,  a  majority  of  s:l,L'!ir>.  The  total  vote  was  oulj  two-thirds 
.if  that  eutil  fur  l^uvltikji-. 


BLEECKKK  AK.MS. 


ClIAPTEU  XXIV. 


A  GRorr  OF  uKrri'.LU'AX  (iovkuxors. 

T  lias  been  our  usual  cxixTicucc,  in  sjx'alciui;  of  those 
sous  of  Xcw  Yolk  wiio  later  hccaiiif  pi-omiucut  in  tlic 
couueils  of  ihc  uatiou,  to  have  To  t(Ml  first  the  story  of 
their  rise  in  the  politics  of  ihe  State,  !j,ra(luat iui;  froui 
the  iiovpruor's  chaii'  to  tlie  cahiuel  or  the  Senate,  or  to  be  \'ire- 
Tresidents  or  Presidents.  ]>ui  in  the  case  of  (uiveiaior  ]iIorton 
it]  was  (lilfereut.  He  wa.s  X'iced'resiih'ut  (vf  the  rnited  States 
before  he  became  ,i;()\-ernor  of  New  "S'ork.  And  the  State  luav 
wll'ifeel  iira1ifie(l  at  this  cii-cuiuslauce.  Tt  evidently  couip<uied 
entirely  with  the  ideas  of  ^fr.  ^b)iton  as  t(>  pro^ui-ess  in  public 
position  that  he  shonhl  have  found  it  (|uit<'  \\ortli  while  to  follow 
up;  the  M(.'e-rresi<lency  with  the  t^overnorship  of  the  l']inpirt^ 
State.  , 

L^vi  ]'arson'<  Ab)i  ton  \\"as  born  at  Shoindiaiu,  W.,  on  ^fay 
1824.  11a;  is  <]e-<ceuded  from  that  (leori^e  ?\lin"ton  who  came  over 
with  tliat  second  company  of  the  IMI^rims  who  made  the  \'o}am' 
iiiithe  j^ood  ship  *' Anne,"  and  joined  the  ad\ance  i^uard  of  the 
"  ^[\tytl()wer com]iany  at  Plymouth  in  ir.-J:'..  His  father  was 
the  Kev.  ])auiel  O.  .^roiton.  His  educat ion  \\'as  received  at  the 
public  s(diool  an.d  the  loc;)l  academy.  At  lifteen  years  of  au*- 
he  was  )»lac(^d  as  (  lerk  in  a  country  st<jre  at  Iaiti(dd.  ^las^^.  In 
184-:^  Tie  became  a  meridi.int  on  hiso^^■ll  account  at  Hanover.  "N.  IT.. 
roDiovinu'  to  P.ostim  in  ISTii")  and  fo  New  Voi-k  in  IS.")!.  TurniuL:' 
fmiu  mei'cantile  to  financial  i»msuits,  Ik'  became  a  banker  in 
1S63,  establishing  the  firm  of  Moi-ion,  P.liss  &  Co.  at  New  York, 
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and  tliat  of  IMortoii,  Ifosc  Co.  in  London,  the  lattiT  hoiuj;-  made 
the  tiuancial  agents  of  tlic  United  States  (lovei'nnient  in  Eui'o})e 
in  1873. 

The  first  public  position  to  wiiieli  he  was  a]i]iointed  was  tliat 
of  lionoraiy  conuiiissionei-  of  the  I'nile(l  ^?tates  at  the  Paris 
ICx  posit  ion  of  ISTS.  Pni-ini:.-  tliar  same  year  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  Con.uress,  and  ]  e-ele(  te(l  in  ISSO.  He  did  not  serve  out 
this  second  term,  as  A^•e  saw,  lieinL;-  appointeil  minister  to  i'^i'ance 
by  President  Garfi«dd,  ami  liis  unexpired  term  beinii'  tilled  by 
his  subseiincnt  and  inime(1iat"  pi-edecessor  as  uoveriior.  Roswell 
P.  I'lower,  who  also  ocrujiied  (juite  as  ])rom 
financial  world.  'Slv.  ^Morton  had  l»een 
strongly  nri^cd  upon  (lartield  for  secretary 
of  the  treasury  by  Conklinu,  and  the  mis- 
sion was  not  considered  a  sutlicituit  t'(jui\a- 
leut. 

^fortoji  served  i:>ut  the  four  years  at 
I'aris,  fi'oni  ISSI  to  1S.S5,  it  bein^i;  his  por- 
tion to  receive,  formally,  on  behalf  of  the 
nation,  the  famous  P.ariholdi  statiu'  of 
"  Liberty  I':nli.uhtenin-  th.'  World,""  the 
gift  of  the  h'rencdi  to  the  American  Ke])ub- 
lic,  ])romise(l  in  1S7C>,  an<l  meant  to  cc)m- 
meniorate  the  friendshijt  and  aid  fui'uishe(l  by  I'^rance  during 
the  Pevolution.  It  was  rdmpleted  and  set  u]i  in  Paris,  formally 
donate(l,  and  then  remo\'ed  and  set  u[)  on  an  islaml  in  New  York 
bay  within  view  of  ilu'  city,  in  ISs;!",;  where  its  electric  lamps 
flash  light  u]Min  tie-  \v:\y  of  the  passing  mariner. 

Tn  ISSS,  as  ("leve!and"s  first  term  was  expiring,  and  when  Har- 
rison ha<l  been  nominated  for  President,  in  order  to  put  New 
York  State  energeticall\-  into  the  coming  campaign,  Mr.  M(U-(on 
Wiis  nominat<'d  for  A'icc-Presiilent.  l"ew  (d"  the  h'lig  list  of  N'ice- 
Presidents  made  a  better  record  (ov  themselves  iu  that  rather 
equivocal  and  anomalous  position,  lie  made  a  luf^hd  presiding 
oflicer  over  tlitit  august  legislative  body — the  Senate — with  its 
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"  trii(liti(»ii.s  "  aiid  "  roiirtcsics,"''  and  ])lnt()riat  ir  amcnilics.  lie 
won  entliusiaslk-  ])iaist'  I'l-oiu  men  of  all  partii'S  lor  the  lol'ty 
impartiality  an*l  unfailinj;-  benignity  wliercwitli  he  nianai;<Ml 
the  parlianientaiy  business. 

He  retired  troiii  1  he  ol'lice  in  ISIK],  noj  havinu'  been  i-eiiominal  ed. 
but  another  man  fi'oiu  New  ^'ork,  "NVhittdaw  lleid,  haviuLi  liecii 
]daeed  beside  Mr.  Harrison  to  share  liis  defeat.  He  was  notui- 
nati'd  foi'  ^'ovei'uor  of  New  \'oik  in  1^!)4;  and  on  the  wave  of 
licpnblican  \ietory  w  liich  swejtt  over  New  York  City  and  State 

(swampiuij,'  the  Hemo- 
crats  by  a  majority  of 
fifty  thousand  in  tlie 
metropolis  alone),  Mi'. 
Morton  was  carried  into 
the  executive  chair  of  the 
State,  to  ]iei:in  a  term  of 
oHice  now  reduced  to  two 
years,  on  January  1,  ISO-"). 
He  was  o\'er  si'veiity  years 
of  ai;e,  and  thus  among' 
the  oldest  of  our  govei- 
iiors.  At  the  end  of  his 
term  he  i-et  ire(l  to  pi  i\"ate 
life  on  his  estate  at  I'^llel'S- 
lie,  in  1  )ut(diess  ( 'ounty. 
It  ^\■as  during  <  ;o\-ei  nor 
]Nbn-ton"s  first  term  tlial  there  was  created  an  otlice  of  jieculiar 
interest  to  readers  and  writers  of  the  hisbuy  of  the  Stale.  Not 
many  States  \i-dvv  done  so  nimdi  to  secure  the  collecli(Ui  and 
presel•^"a,  t  ion  of  original  do<-itnients  bearing  ujiou  the  coloniah 
revolut  ioiKiry.  and  sidise(|uenl  ]ieriods  of  its  exisleiu-(\  The  stoi-y 
was  ttdd  in  these  p;iges  (d  the  ([Uesi  for  precious  ]ta])ers  of  that 
sort  upon  \\hi(di  Jidiii  Koiiieyn  Hrodliead  was  sent  to  T'^ngland, 
Holland,  and  I'rance.  in  ISil.  To  that  intelligent  and  praise- 
worthy enter[irise,  fostered  by  riovernor  Seward,  there  abides 
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■AS  a  iiionninont  <lio  nearly  a  scdrc  (if  royal  (juaito  \()luiin  s  in 
\\lii«-li  wi'vr  ]»riiit<'(l  tjic  traiislal  ions  (if  these  (Itieniiieiit  s,  under 
(he  title  Doc-uiiH'iits  Kelatiii^;-  te  the  ('(ihmial  Ilistury  (if  tin- 
Si  ale  (if  New  York." 

Another  move  in  the  same  direelion  of  care  jnd  attention  to 
historic  sonrc"-:,  th''  jireserva  I  ion  of  the  records  (d'  life  in  earliei- 
jieriods  of  the  State's  hein.u',  ^^';ts  the  creation  of  ihe  oltice  of 
Stale  Historian  "  by  the  Leuishitnre  of  IS!!.").  To  this  jiositiiin, 
as  its  tii'st  incumbent,  (iovernor  ^forton  a|iiiointe(l  Mr.  llui^h 
]Ia.stini;s,  who  liad  been  from 
eai-ly  life  an  earnest  stmb'iit  of 
Ani<  riciin  history,  yet  (b-rivinu 
inn(b  jiracticalness  of  natni'c 
from  an  a(dive  life  as  a  journalist. 

In  his  tii'st  repoi-t,  submitted 
in  iSlhi,  the  State  histoiian  de- 
scribed how  the  hisbirical  docn- 
nieids  of  the  State  may  be  pr(^- 
served.  Thc^  plan  C()ntem])lated 
five  S(  ries  of  works:  k^rst,  Colo- 
ni.al  IN'i-iod,  to  the  AVar  of  the 
lIcNdlution,  ITTo;  second,  period, 
between  ITiri  and  ISOO;  third, 
period  from  1S(I0  to  the  (dose  of 
Ihe  Way  of  1S12;  foui  tli.  jieriod  from  the  (dose  of  the  War  of  1S12 
to  the  Civil  War  (iiicludiiiu  the  .Mexican  \\';ir);  tifth,  the  Civil 
^^'ar.  lie  repei-ted  ih:ii  the  Work  of  1  ranscribiiii;  muster  rolls  h.id 
been  accomplisluMl.  These  are  complete  in  one  \dlume,  rea(dMn,L'; 
•to  the  yoixv  IT.").""),  and  containinu  o\-ei-  four  thonsand  names.  It 
constitutes  the  fii'st  volume  of  the  history  of  the  Si.-iie  under  the 
act  of  ISO."). 

In  the  rcjiort  of  ISOS  it  was  stated  that  these  lists  wei-e  com- 
pleted as  far  as  ITT."),  but  thai  few  recoi-ds  had  been  found  re- 
latini!  to  the  years  17(1."  ;ind  17T.~.  owiie..:  to  the  i-emo\  m1  of  oHicial 
documents  by  Tryon.  the  last  royal  uiAcrnor.    In  this  year,  1S!)S, 
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the  historian  ]niMi'<li('(l  a  vdlunic  of  tlio  iiiililary  papers  of  (inv- 
ei'iior  Daniel  1).  'i'oinjikins,  \\hicli  throw  niiu-h  li^ht  on  rlic  |»art 
which  S'ow  Vorlc  phiyod  in  th-'  War  (»f  ISIL'.  lie  also  suLi'ui'st <m1 
that  for  the  hcl  ti  r  jircscrN  at  ion  of  ai-my  rccoi^ls,  a  new  ofticcr  ho 
r-i'catcd  foi-  oach  l  oLiiiMont,  to  bo  called     l{ei;iiiientai  Keconler." 

The  second  nieniliei'  of  the  i;i()Up  of  Ke]nil»lii'aii  ^oN^'rnors 
wliose  terms  close  np  th<'  *-entnry,  was  I'i'aidc  P>hi(d<.  There 
was  no  I  hanm'  in  lli<'  ]ire\ailinu  sentiment  of  the  })eo]ile  of  the 
f^tate  ill  favor  of  IJepublican  principles  and  Kepiihlican  i)artisans. 

Indeed,  throu^h  the  two 
yoars  of  Oovcriior  ^Morton's 
incnmbency,  this  IJepub- 
lican  a t niosi)here  had  Ix'cn 
mroA\in;j,  in  density,  so  that 
it  was  generally  felt  that 
tlio  li^i^htninii'  of  success 
(siicli,  we  believe,  is  the  ac- 
cepted figure  of  sjieech  for 
tlie  Iia])]M'nin,u'  of  success  to 
anyone)  was  sure  of  strik- 
ing:- the  Kejiublican  candi- 
date for  i;overnor.  So 
stron.i;-  was  the  assurance 
that  anyone  so  nominated 
would  succeed,  that  it  was 
freely  said  tha,l  a  yellow 
do<^' "  could  bo  elected.  It  did  not  need  any  ureat  care  in  s(dec- 
tion,  therefore,  as  to  who  should  be  the  chi(  f  standar»I-bearer  of 
the  i>arty  in  the  State.  (lood  men  trembled  for  a  while  lest  one 
should  l)e  put  forward  unworthy  of  regard,  and  names  were 
actually  mentioned  thar  created  a  deci(h'd  twiniic  It  was.  there- 
fore, not  pei-ha]»s  too  comidimentary  to  anybody  to  be  selected 
as  candidate  at  all:  and  it  was  under  su(h  circumstances  that 
JTr.  r>la(dc's  name  e;ime  before  the  Stat(\ 

I'^'rank  Swett  IMack  was  born  in  Liminuton,  Me.,  on  ?k[arch 
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1S.")0,  and  was  therefore  not  (]uit(*  forty-seven  years  old  when  he 
cntt'red  n])on  his  ollice  as  uovernor.  He  was  the  son  of  a  farmer, 
attended  the  Lebanon  Acath'iiiy,  and  ^radnated  from  Dartmonth 
Colh'ge.  In  IST.")  lie  was  at  Joh]isto\\n,  FnKon  Connty,  editing;' 
the  Johnstown  Jonnidl,  and  latei-  wo  tind  him  un  the  staff  of  the 
Troy  W'Ii'kj.  Xext  he  took  tlie  i)osilion  of  (derlc  in  the  registry  de- 
Itai'tnient  of  tlic  ])ostotlice  at  Troy,  and  liHed  iiis  leisnre  moments 
with  tlie  stndy  of  the  ]n\v.    Ho  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  ISTii. 

Dnrinii,-  the  very  exciting  political  campaign  of  1S91,  there  was 
an  especially  severe  an<l  desperate  struggle  between  the  f<)rces 
of  (•orrn])tion  and  the  advocates 
of  i-eform  at  Troy.  On  EU'ction 
Hay  Jlejiublican  wal(  hers  at  the 
polls  wer(^  subjecteil  to  viohMU-e 
and  insult,  and  at  one  of  these 
places  one  TJobert  Koss  was  kilU d 
b\'  a  jiisiol  shot  hi-ed  by  an  un- 
known hand.  1'he  murderer 
was  finally  tracke<l,  and  brought 
to  trial.  Ir  recjuired  (•onsi<lerable 
legal  acumen  to  make  our  tln^  case 
against  the  guilty  man;  ami  no 
less  of  p(Msonal  couiage  to  carry 
on  the  prosecuiion  to  a  snccessfu.l 
issue  in  the  face  of  the  mob  of  loughs  and  hoodlums  to  whom 
the  inurd(U'er  belonged,  and  A\  ho  did  all  they  could  to  intimidate 
the  attorney  engaged  against  their  accomi)lice.  Mr.  lUacdv  oc- 
cupied this  unen\-iable  position,  and  ac(iuitted  himself  fearlessly 
and  skillfulh',  lu-inging  his  man  to  the  S(uitence  of  dealii. 

He  -was  thus  broui^lit  i»ronunently  and  fa\'orably  to  the  notice 
of  the  A\'h(de  State.  H)  IS!).")  he  was  elected  a  meml»er  of  Tongress, 
ami  Avas  serving  as  smdi  when  he  Avas  nmiiinated  for  governor. 
It  was  with  mu(di  r<dief  to  good  nu'u  that  his  name  AA'as  plact^d  in 
nominati(Ui  under  the  circumstaTices  already  noted,  and  the  pre- 
diction that  a  l^epublican  nominee  would  have  a  "walk-over" 
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in  tlioract'  foi-  governor,  \\  as  \('ririO(l  Itj  flic  result  of  the  election, 
which  fninislied  the  astenn<lini;-  evidence  that  .Mr.  I'.lack  had 
been  elecl  eil  by  a  ]»luialit  \  of  t  wo  hiindred  and  thirteen  thousainl 
votes.  This  \\'as  e\en  greater  than  Mr'.  ('lev(dand's  vote  in  Issj; 
but  it  did  not  have  the  same  ehect  in  ele\a1in_u-  its  snbjei  t  lo  ;i 
still  more  exalted  station.  I'or  at  the  ne.\t  State  coii\i'nlion  loi- 
the  nominal  ion  of  a  ^oN'crnor,  ^Ir.  llhul;  Ma."-;  not  prominent  for 
renonunation  for  a  second  term  in  the  same  oiric<'. 

Having;   \'ery   properly  celebrated   its   t\\'o  hundredth  anm'- 


])ropriate  .*;S.''),000.  Tireat  crowds  of  \isitoi-s  fhxdced  to  Alban\', 
■who  were  regaled  with  the  sinht  of  a  tine  ])arade  of  military  ami 
oi\  ic  bodies.  In  the  oveninu  there  \\-ei-e  tii-ewoi'ks  in  ^^'ashin^toIl 
Park,  and  the  day  was  finished  w  ith  a  ball,  L^atherini;'  Albany's 
beauty  and  chivalry,  as  well  as  New  York's  f  dr  women  and  brave 
men;  so  that,  as  the  newspaiiers  decdared,  it  was  the  most  biil- 
liant  alTair  that  ,\.lbaiiy  had  ever  wit m'sse(l,  whii  h  was  saying' 
a  p,'ood  deal. 

The  liteiary  exercises  took  place  at  Tbirmanus  Tlh'ccker  Hall. 
Avhere  w  as  assend)led  an  aiulii'iice  of  fi\ c  t  hot! sand  ])cople.  1  Icre. 
with  sweet  and  slirrin;.!-  stiains  of  music  int(>rminL;Ied,  an  ad- 
dress was  (bdivered  by  Tlon.  Thon.ias  f !.  Alvord,  once  lieutenant- 
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versary  as  an  incorporate(l  rity  in 
ISSt),  All)any  also  remembei-ed  with 
enthusiasm  the  lionoi'  that  came  to 
it  in  171)7  or  17!lS,  when  it  was  made 
the  capital  of  a  State  just  rea<-irni;.4' 
out  for  the  imi)erial  position  among 
Iter  sistei-  States  of  the  Union.  The 
cek'brali(>n  of  this  centennial  took 
place  on  January  G,  1S07;  and  as  it 
was  a  ftmction  of  interest  to  the 
\\'liole  State,  the  Ley,is1atur(^  appro- 
priated .'§^250, 000  foi-  the  ]iur]»oS(\ 
and  was  j.;raciously  pleased  to  au- 
thorize the  city  c(»r|»orat ion  to  ap- 
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^((VOi'iior ;  a  pociii  was  read  l>_v  ^\'.  II.  .Mrl'^li'oy ;  hut  the  (nator  of 
(liis  (icca^ioii,  as  of  so  many  oiIkt  important  ours,  Avas  ('liauncoy 
M.  ncpcw,  oJlcc  ^rrl'ctai-y  of  state  of  tlic  State.  IIo  said  \\itli 
I rii t  li :  "  The  LcL^isIa I  nro  of  our  Slate  has  l>eeii  t  li<'  iiiirsei-y  of  its 
siaiesiiien.  .Most  of  tlie  Ioiil:  'i^'  "f^  men  \vlio  liecame  eminent 
ill  the  conneihs  of  the  nation  rose  to  jtromiiienre  in  Senate  or 
Assem]»ly."  (Mir  diliu'-nce  to  set  before  tlie  rea(h'rs  of  these 
paj^es  brief  l)io^ra jdiical  accounts  of  ^()^■ernors,  vice-presidfait s, 
and  presidents,  will  iun'*'  bei-n  fruitless  if  it  has  not  impressed 
them  with  the  justice  of  that  (b-clarat  ion ;  foi-  in  almost  <'very 
case  they  passed  throii_i;h  this 
"  uiu-seiy    of  the  Stat(^  I.euislal  lire. 

-Another  statement  of  interest 
■\Aas  tho  following;  :  "  Thei-e  always 
exists  in  commercial  commnnities 
a  sliiftinu  (dement  of  inde})en(b'nt 
votei's,  ^\ho  are  bound  liLihtly  by 
parly  ties.  This  has  cansed  New 
York,  more'  than  any  other  State,  to 
change  its  allegiance  so  frequently 
betM'een  the  two  ^reat  ]iarties." 
Tills  shiffinu'  has  been  notict'd  sulli- 
cif'iitly  in  the  succession  of  'j:oy- 
ernors,  iio^n'  of  one  party,  now  of  an- 
other, ever  since  ("linton  and  Jay 
and  Lewis  and  Tom]»kins  kept  up  the  alternation  of  Anti-Fedei-- 
alist  and  l'e(leralist.  And  it  has  enabled  ns  to  di\ide  the  last 
sov<'nteen  years  of  t  he  ])resent  century  l)et  ween  a  L;ronp  of  1  )enio- 
oratic  and  a  urouj)  of  Kepublican  governors. 

It  was  dnrin^  CoNcrnor  Pdack's  administration  that  the  liiial 
cajistono  was  placed  upon  a  s(  heme  of  monumental  im])oi-tanct> 
ami  interest — the  preser\"a t ion  of  some  of  the  llnest  natural  fea- 
tures of  our  State  by  their  purchase  and  subse(|Uent  care  of  them 
in  the  form  of  State  Parks.  On  the  I'epojl  of  a  commission  a])- 
pointed  for  the  purpose,  a  bill  was  passed  in  lSsr>  to  pni  c  base  a 
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i-f'scrvat  ion  of  liinds  in  tlic  iiinii('<l  i;i  t  c  vicinitv  of  Xiauarn  I'alls. 
This  I'cscrN  a  ( inn  fiiihi-accd  (ioiir  Island,  tli<'  'I'lii-cc  Sisters,  ami 
all  t  lie  <>t  licis  on  i  he  A  incrican  side,  t  oL:,ct  lici'  \\i  I  li  a  ship  of  land 
on  the  mainland,  rca(diiiiu  t'l-om  one  to  two  iinndi-(Mi  feci  iiai  k 
from  tlic  riser  hanks,  and  stri'i(  Iiin^  ;cloiiu  llic  siioi'c  I'roni  I'orl 
1  )a V  to  I'rospcri  I'ark.  It  iiirlndi-d  cxcry  jioint  from  wiiiidi  the 
falls  an'  visil)l('  on  tin-  Amci-ican  sido,  ;iiid  tlnis  cnt  off  fori'sci' 
the  horde  of  extortioners  who  made  \isilors  pay  a  half-dollar 
foi'  e\rry  wild;  (d'  I  heir  eyes  at  the  ^ioiions  prosjiect. 

Appraisals  of  the  proj)ei  ty  inxohcd  lan  nji  to  the  snm  of  isl,- 

A'.V-)J'2U.  The  commissioners  were 
aijpoinled  to  take  (  liai'uc  <d'  I  he  nian- 
nucnu'nl  (d'  the  park,  with  a  super- 
intendent in  their  em|)loy;  and  the 
formal  transfer  of  the  reservation 
v.as  maile  to  I  hem  on  -Inly  Ki.  ISS.", 
Aviih  a]>|>ropiia  I  e  cei-emoirn's.  In 
ISDS  the  l.euisla  t  nrt'  was  consider- 
h\'j:  a  i>lan  jirojiesed  by  the  eomniis- 
sioners,  enihracinu  extensive  ]dan- 
tations  ol'  tiees  and  shridis  on  tin' 
shores,  in  ordei-  to  restore  the  oiat;i 
ual  woodland  elTeet,  as  nearly  as 
possible  i'es<'mblinii  the  lime  when 
Niagara  roared  its  thnnders  amid 
an  unap])roa<diable  wilderness. 

As  m m  It  as  this,  e\-ery  whit,  deserved  to  be  done  for  t he  A d iron- 
da(d<:  icL'ion.  In  ISS.l  a  bill  was  passed  anpointinu  a  I'oi-estry 
Commission  of  t  hree  mendiers,  to  serve  wit  hont  compensat  ion,  ex- 
i'e])t  for  reasonable  exjK'nses.  These  Wi'Vi'  (  harmed  \vilh  ]n-eser\  - 
h\<j;  the  forests  of  the  AdirondaidvS,  bein^'  empowered  to  a])point 
forest  wardens,  inspectors,  ami  other  aL^ents;  to  make  ami  <'n- 
force  rounlations  for  The  ])i'olection  and  renewal  of  the  foi-ests. 
and  to  ])revent  unlawful  tresi>assin^.  The  ranu'e  of  territory 
under  their  custody  was  very  extensive,  imdudiuL;-  lands  owned 
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or  to  bo  acquired  by  tlic  t^tatc  in  the  (•(•initics  covci'pd  \\  li(»ily  (ir 
in  part  by  tlic  Adirondac-l^s  and  its  imiiicr(tus  spiii-s:  Clintdn, 
]']ss(^x,  Franklin,  I'nltitn.  llaniillon,  ili'ikinicr,  Lewis,  Saralnua. 
St.  La\^'ronco,  Warren,  and  Washinuton.  Itiil  tlie  Catskills  were 
not  to  be  neglected  either,  and  (lie  jurisdict-idn  of  the  eoniuiis- 
sion  extended  also  to  (Ireene,  Ulster,  Delaware,  and  Siilli\;m 
counties.  In  180S  a  niillion  of  dollars  wtM'e  ai)i)roi>i  iated  for  the 
actjuisition  of  a  jiark  in  the  Adiromlacks,  \\  liich  \\as  jo  measure 
fliree  millions  (d'  acj-es.  Of  these  the  State  up  to  ISDS  (nvned  but 
(;(iJ,00();  that  year  ^ol,!!?  acres  were  ])ur(diased,  brin.ginu  the 
territ(U'y  ui)  to  nearly  one  million  acres.  .\.  I'^ores't  PreserNc 
Board  was  <iiven  (diarue  of  the  Stale  lands,  consisting  of  the 
lieutenant-governor,  the  Stat  -  (uigiueer, 
and  one  member  of  the  I'orestry  ("ommis- 
sion,  this  board  having  the  power  to 
coudeniii  buid  and  appropriate  it  by 
com])ensation  without  the  consent  of  the 
owners.  Among  the  featui-es  to  be  ])ur- 
chased  for  the  State  was  the  Ausable 
Chasm. 

As  the  Legislature  of  ISOS  was  ap- 
proaching the  close  of  its  session,  clovids 
of  war  had  i-isen  above  the  horizon,  and 
were  expecte(l  to  bring  on  an  actual  coullict  of  arms  veiw  soon, 
(^'uba  had  long  struggled  in  the  torturing  grasji  of  Spain,  an<l 
after  many  vain  efforts  to  cast  off  its  yoke,  had  again  taken  u}) 
the  hopeless  tight  for  liberty.  Tlu-  rinted  States  having  long 
looked  on  in  pity,  but  not  i)repared  or  justili<'d  to  interfere,  had 
at  last  spoken  in  rennuistrance,  and  S]iain  listened  with  resent- 
ment rather  than  compliance.  I)ii»loma1ic  communications  \\-ere 
having  theii-  slow,  exas])ei-ating,  and  unsatisfactory  course,  irri- 
tating both  nations,  but  as  yet  staving  off  hostilities  in  the  opiui, 
when,  on  I'ebruary  1."),  ISO,^,  the  rnite(l  States  battleship 
"  ]Maine  "  was  blo^\•n  up  in  the  harI)oi-  id"  Havana.  There  c(Mild 
be  but  one  issue  to  siu  h  an  event,  however  accounted  for. 
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The  last  day  of  the  session  of  tiic  New  York  Lc^islat  iiic  Ihk 
aln-ady  <-oiii(' -.Mardi  IMIS.  1  )t'(i(liii-  ii|)oii  tlif  sicp  iluii 
very  iiioi-niii^,  (  Ioa  ci  iioi-  I'.ladc  sciil  in  ;i  s]M'(  ial  iiicssauc,  calliiiL 
attention  io  tlie  -ravily  of  the  silnation  the  ininiineiiee  ol 

war.  The  readin-'  of  the  niessa-v  eliviied  \\;irni  applause,  l.ni! 
in  the  Senate  and  Assenildy..  'I'lie  action  I'ecoinniended 
taken  ui)  as  an  "■  enierL^cncy  ni' ';isni-e,""  to  lie  ]>assed  ;it  om  e.  ( )n. 
million  dollars  was  aiii)re|»iiaied  io  defray  the  exjienses  of  tin 
National  (inai-d  and  of  rlie  Xaval  Militia,  if  they  should  l>e  ciille^l 
into  service  by  the  President,    The  hill  passed  the  Senat.'  l)y  :i 

unanimous  \-ole  inside  of  five  niinutes. 
^^"itll()nt  discnssion.  K(pially  rapii! 
Work  was  done  in  the  Assenildy.  The 
bill  ^^'as  signed  by  the  ^lueiiior  a! 
ll.oO  a.m.;  a)id  it  had  been  ]>assed. 
t'ni^rossed,  and  si^iiei]  within  one  hour 
and  twenty  niiiniles. 

On  Ai)ril  L'l.  ISDS,  war  ai;ainst  Spain 
was  formally  dechired.  Manila  had 
been  fonL'hr,  ( 'ei  vera's  fleet  destidx'ed, 
ami  the  combined  ;ii-niy  and  na\y  were 
M'aitini;'  (or  the  snrreiider  of  Santiai^o. 
when  the  I,ei,',isl;i t n r(^  of  New  ^'ork 
met  in  extra  session  on  -Tnly  11,  ISDS. 
It  had  been  calleil  i(»L;('tlier  for  two 
ver\  iniporiain  ]»nrposes:  I'irstly,  to  ni.lke  an  api»ropiiat  ion  for 
jn-o\ isiotdni:  the  troo[)s  const  i  I  n  t  i  ul;  New  York's  continL^ent,  and 
now  ai  the  front  or  in  cauips;  and,  secondly,  to  mature  and  au- 
Ihori/Ce  a  plan  thereby  soldiers  on  duly  away  from  their  homes 
or  ont  of  the  counliy  be  authorized  to  deposit  their  votes.  Tn 
response  to  these  necessities,  the  Legislature  a])propi-iate(!  an 
additional  .sr)0(),(M)(),  and  authorized  s(ddiers  to  \i)\o  in  their 
camps.  The  l.e-islai  m-e  ailj('Ui  ue<l  on  dul^  Ki,  IS!>S^  the  day  be- 
fore the  American  tlajj,  went  up  over  the  j;(ivernor's  house  at  San- 
tia,^o. 
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III  thai  llirc<'  luoiitlis'  war  willi  Spain — bi-icf  as  it  was,  yet 
louulit  willi  soiiu'  of  the  most  astoiiishiiii;  iiicidciils  nf  na\al  iiis- 
toiT — X<'\v  Y(Mk  will  always  have  a  jn'olouiid  intcrcsl.  Of  tlic 
liii-'.'c  or  i'nur  Niilimlccr  icuiiiiciits  lailcd  into  actual  sfrvicc,  tlp' 
Scvciii  \ -lirst  of  tlic  Xcw  ^'ofk  Xalioiial  ( 1  nard ,\\  as  (uic;  and  it 
w  as  tin'  oid  v  infanfrv  i-('^inicnl  w  lii(di  was  act  nail  v  ninlcr  lire 
in  tilt'  canijiaiun  hcfoic  Santia,L;(»,  and  had  any  shaic  in  tlic 
tanidus  storniiiiLi'  of  San  Juan  Hill,  Troo])  (d'  IhonUyn,  wcic 
the  only  volnntcci' cavalry  w  ho  touuhl  in  Torto  IJiio.  ]'.nt  apart, 
ai^ain,  from  this  sort  of  intcicsi,  \vliicli  will  always  be  a  source 
of  pride  also,  it  is  to  the  wai-  w  ith  Spain  that  Now  Ynvk  owes  its 
last  governor  of  tlio  ninotccnth 
ccnttiry,  and  the  thii'd  nicnihcr 
of  the  i;rolil>  (d'  JJciuihlican  iti- 
cnnihciits.  ^^"('  Innc  already 
noted  that  (loveriior  r)la«l<, 
with  all  his  enormous  [durality 
in  ISOli,  ha<l  fail(^<l  to  impress 
his  jiarty  \\itli  his  a^■ailability 
as  a  candidate  in  1S!)S.  ^^■e 
have  intimati'd  some  jiossible 
reasons  ^vlly  this  came  to  1m': 
another  is  to  be  adde(l,  w  hit  h 
told  against  him,  and  also 
made  it  Ncry  nundi  of  an  uphill 
lii;ht  \'i>r  ihc  IJepnblicans  .i^aiiist  the  other  party,  even  with  the 
candidali'  whom  the\'  did  s(dect. 

''I'll is  was  the  stai  t linu  re\el.il  ion  made  in  regard  to  t he  canals. 
The  statement  was  made  by  tlu'  State  en^ineei-  at  the  close  (d' 
1S;m;,  that  the  S!). 000, (KID  appropriated  shoi't  ly  Ixd'ore  b)r  the 
improN'emenr  of  the  canals,  had  ]tro\-ed  i nsu flicieiit ,  and  that 
ST, 000, 000  more  were  needed,  (biveiiior  libu  lv  sent  in  a  s|)e- 
cial  niessaLic  in  isfis,  simucstinu-  the  ai>i»oint meni  (d"  a  com- 
mission to  examine  the  work  done,  and  to  estimate  how  nnu  li 
more  was  nee(led  to  comideto  it.  A  bill  was  passed  to  that  etTect. 
On  An^nst  1,  ISO.^,  this  commission  reported  that  snch  waste  of 
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iiioiloy  and  isucli  quest ionablc  nietli.xls  had  been  pursued,  that 
the  attorney-general  shouhl  inquire  by  sperial  counsel  if  some 
cdiari^e  for  criminal  proceedings  could  nut  be  laid  against  the 
otiicials.  Such  was  declared  to  be  possible  by  the  counsel  thus 
engaged. 

It  told  with  teri-ible  efTect  against  Governor  P.lack,  who  had 
appointed  the  ollicials,  and  agaiiisl  the  Il<q>uldican  party.  As 
he  would  not  do  as  a  candidate,  the  party  tui'ued  to  one  whose 
war  record  had  made  him  the  idol  of  the  i)eople.  lie  was,  accord- 
ingly, nominated  for  governor,  and  even  under  the  particularly 

dilticult  ci)-cunistances  for  the 
party,  rolled  n]>  the  remarkable 
majority  of  about  twenty  thou- 
sand votes. 

The  g(jvei-nor  thus  electe<l  was 
Theodore  Koosevelt,  since  A'an 
Uuien,  the  fii'st  Knickerbocker 
name  to  bear  the  honor  in  a 
Knickerbocker  State.  He  was 
born  in  New  York  City,  October 
27,  1858,  and  thus  the  youngest 
man  to  occu})y  the  chair;  for 
while  Hoffman  was  -within  nine 
days  of  being  foi'ty-one  years  old 
at  his  inauguration.  Mr.  Koose^-cdt  was  more  than  nine  months 
from  his  anniversary.  IJis  fatiier  v^•as  a  nien  hant  and  banker. 
JJoosevelt  graduated  from  Ilarvai'd  Tniversity  in  1880,  and  at 
once  entered  p(ditics,  one  of  the  few  yotmg  men  of  wealth  and  cul- 
ture in  .Vm erica  to  do  so.  He  M'as  elected  a  member  of  the  Assem- 
bly in  1881.  Her<'  he  led  the  Kcqmblican  minority  during  tlie  ses- 
sion of  1882,  l»eing  active  in  pushing  reform  measures.  He  was  re- 
elected in  1883,  and  was  instrtimental  this  titnc^  in  carryitig  into 
effect  a  civil-S(n'vice  reform  law  for  the  State  He  was  (diairman 
of  the  coninuttce  on  cities  in  1884,  and  succeeded  in  passing 
measures  much  improA  ing  municipal  affairs. 
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In  ISSd  he  was  a  caixlidatf  for  iiiavoi-  of  Now  York,  hut  in  a 
••  tlirco-cornorcil  ti^hl  I  lie  diN  idcd  I'cfonii  clenicnts  lost  llic  day, 
as  in  ISIJT.  He  now  disa[)i)car(,d  from  puldic  life  for  sonio  years, 
s]»endini;  nincli  lime  on  a  i-ani'ii  in  tlie  W  ild  \\'<'st,  linniini:,  Idi;' 
;^anie.  On  Max  S,  ISSl),  I'rcsideiil  llaiiison  m  piiniuled  him  a 
niendter  (d'  the  I'luled  States  (  I\  il  Serv  ice  ( "ommission.  on  whi(di 
lie  ser\'ed  foi' six  years,  .Mi-.  ("loAidand  <oiii  imiinL:  his  term.  ()n 
.May  1,  LS'J."),  Ma.,\-or  Sir(.nu.  (d'  Xew  Voi  l<.  made  hini  j)resident  of 
the  INdic!'  UojumI,  aii<l  he  soon  raised  the  tone  of  the  sers  ice.  r>nt 
beini;  l)alked  in  son:e  imixntant  ineasnr-'s  by  a  nu-mher  of  the 
board,  lieresiun<  d  in  1S!)7,  and  accejUed  t  lie  )»osit  ion  of  assistaid 
.secretary  of  tlu'  na\y.  When  tlie  war  br(d;e  out  he  resigned, 
or,uanize<i  the  fanions  reuimeiit  «d'  the 
"  ]{ou_L;h  Kiders,"  and  won  iiiHlying  fame 
by  his  personal  Itraveiy-  in  at  tion. 


And  thus  near  the  (lose  of  the  nine- 
teenlh  < cntury-  -and  that  of  the  third 
of  her  exisieiico  as  a  ci\ili/ed  p(ditical 
entity — the  Stale  of  Xe\\'  \'oik  stands 
before  the  uorld  full  of  the  splendor  (»f 
great  attainments.  Her  tirst  century 
was  one  (  f  more  discovery  and  i^radnal  se 
atives  (d'  rac<'s  that  had  a,<dde\(  d  man\'  of  the  triumphs  of  ci\  ili- 
zation  in  another  hei'ii-phorc.  Her  s( coiid  was  one  of  de\idoi)- 
nu'iit  in  resources,  ami  the  ha]>py  ac(|uircment  of  ]>(ditical  in- 
di'peiidem-e  for  the  still  ^ireater  de\(  iopiaeiit  and  utilization  of 
these  resou fees- - a  1 1  this,  iKCvNcver,  bein'4  shar((l  in  common 
with  the  other  Slates  of  the  original  federation,  ller  thii-d  has 
bo(Mi  a  centuiy  of  jtrouress — of  a  jiro^ress  abs(dulcly  miraculous 
from  tlie  viewjioint  of  earlier  a.ucs;  yei  it  was  a  progress  w  hich 
canm  also  in  all  the  marvelousiu'ss  of  its  features  to  other  mem- 
l)ers  of  our  Fnion. 

lint  the  third  century  has  been  to  our  State  one  of  the  attjiin- 
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iin'iif  of  a  i)()siti<)ii  so  fai*  in  a'haiicc  df  the  im-sI  iliat  \c\\  YmU 
lias  iiHi-rasiiml  V  NinilicatiMl  for  herself,  from  liie  early  years  (r| 
its  first  (Ie(  ;'(I(\  t  lie  jiisl  iiess  of  the  snhrifjiiet  fastened  upon  ii  li\ 
tlic  h:uu\  of  Washington — the  seat  of  laii]iir(  —  tlie  ljii]iir<'  State. 
It  was  (ieori^c  ("linton's  "lirst  article  of  faith,""  as  I'rofessoi' 
I'iskc  jmts  it,  "  tliat  New  "^'oi-lv  nuist  l»e  the  .greatest  State  in  the 
Union.""  It  lias  beeonie  so;  althonuh  not  by  the  methods  which 
that  exeell'Mit  patiit't.  hut  i-atlier  nai'iow  statesman,  iniaL;in<'d 
Avere  necessary  tn  attain  that  object. 

We  can  not  (dose  our  narrative  more  a]>[)ropriat(dy  than  by 
inrticatin<4'  by  a  few  figures  how  W(dl  foumhMl  is  this  tith-  to 
superior  proL;r('ss  of  New  York.    It  is  evident,  lirst  of  all,  in  }»oi>ii- 


It  is  estimated  thai  the  census  of  IIMX)  \\\\\  ci-(>dit  New  York 
State  with  seven  millions  of  jx'ople,  or  nundi  mor(^  than  se\cra! 
of  the  nntnarcdiies  of  I]uro[M'.  Amon^-  the  other  States  (»f  the 
Union  there  is  only  one,  l*ennsyl\  ania,  whi(  h  has  more  than  ti\  e 
millions  nl'  inhabitants.  Two,  Ohio  and  Illinois,  have  more  than 
three  millions;  five  ha\('  more  than  two  millions,  and  eighteen 
more  tlian  one  million,  ("ountinii  by  cdlies,  aL:,ain.  id'  about  one 
hundred  and  se\'enty  cities  in  the  Union  of  tifieen  thousand  in- 
hal)itants  and  o\'er,  New  York  tnnst  be  credited  with  neaidy 
twenty ;  m  hih'  of  t he  t  went y-eiuht  ei r ies  in  the  whole  country  tiia t 
liave  more  than  one  liundred  thousand  inlialutants.  New  York  has 
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lation.  In  1700  New  Yoidc  counted  only 
340,120  souls,  in  1800  this  number  had 
advanced  to  5S!>,].-;i.  U.y  ISIO  tins  had 
been  almost  (h)ubled  to  •.).">!), 0  4'.».  In  isi^!) 
tlie  million  mark  had  been  ])assed,  and 
tlie  populrition  stood  at  1,)')72,111. 
Twenty  yeai's  later  there  were  nu)re  than 
2,000,000,  or  2,42S,!I21.  The  next  de- 
cade sutliced  to  pass  :},000,OI)0,  and 
the  figure  was  .'5,OOT,;V,t4,  in  Isr.O.  In  b^TO 
it  was  4,3S2.7:.!»,  and  in  b^SO,  ."),0S2,ST1. 
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fiiur,  rciiiisylvania  thi-cc,  Missouri,  (Jliio,  .Minnesota,  and  Xcw 
.Icisi'V  each  two,  and  thirteen  other  States  eacli  ont'. 

Tlie  foundation  of  a  State's  prosjieiity  i-ests  most  solidly  u[ion 
I  he  [ii-odncls  (d'  the  soil,  and.  therel'oic,  w  e  (hi  \\  (dl  to  ohser\"e  liow 
il  stands  witli  New  V<irk  in  the  mailer  of  aL;rieul  l  are.  Here,  (d' 
course,  s(une  States  of  tlie  far  AN'est,  wilh  their  \ast  areas  and 
prairie  soil,  must  bear  away  the  palm  of  sn]>reniacy  from  tin.' 
lOnipire  State.  Still  hei'  showing!,  is  respeid alile.  ]',\  the  census 
of  it  ajtpeared  that  in  the  jireviwus  y^L'ar  New  York  State 

had  raised  3.0(i."),(iJ:)  bushels  of 
rye;  -i,(>lo,lo~)  busluds  bnelc- 
wheat;  8,220,242  bushels  of 
barley;  8,304,33!)  bushels  (»f 
wheat;  15,109,1)<;!»  busluds  of 
corn;  and  38,8I)(;,4  7!)  bushels 
of  oats,  represent  i  nii'  alto- 
uether  in  ruoni-y  value,  81<)1,- 
r);i3,001).  Goini;-  l)a(dc  to  an 
earlier  census  (for  in  the  East- 
ern States  agriculture  is  not 
apt  to  imi)rove  with  later 
years),  we  learn  some  facts 
that  still  ^ive  New  York  the 
riiiht  to  (daim  empire  even  in 
this  department  of  human  ac- 
tivity and  industry. 

The  t'cnsus  of  1880  showe(l  that  in  the  iH'ecedinu  year  there 
were  in  t  he  entire  I'nion  fiuirteen  couni  ies  rhai  had  elicited  frmu 
tJu'  soil  more  than  li\'e  millions  of  (hillars"  worth  of  i)roducc.  Of 
these  Califoriua  had  one  county,  Illinois  had  two,  Pennsyh'ania 
had  three,  and  New  York  eiuht.  These  were:  Omuida^a  County, 
with  §5,070.108  to  her  crfMlit  ;  Steiibt  n.  wilh  8.3,1  71, Oo  1 ;  delTerson. 
83,100,332;  Otse-o.  83,28  1,1)2:);  Eric.  83,332.737;  St.  Lawrence, 
8(;,04(»,00();  Oneid.a,  8(;.37S,  1 3:', ;  and  IMenroe  capped  the  (dimax 
with  8(;,3>82,07r(.    In  the  matter  of  farming  implements  and  ma- 
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cliinoi'v,  New  York  as  yet  surpasse.l  cvciy  otlicr  State  in  ih, 
Union  as  to  the  \ahu'  they  re])i'es<-iite(i  in  money,  the  ti-nrc  licin- 
.^42,592,741. 

AVe  ninst  eontinue  this  [n-ocess  of  hlindin^  our  reailcrs  wiih 
ti_UUiH's  in  otiii  ]•  lines  of  industry.  Mr..ie»berts  calhs  Ni-w  YovU  ;i 
''master  in  nianufactuics."  'Jdie  census  of  1S!)()  sliowcd  ei^ln 
depart nt en ts  (»f  luannfact ure  in  whitdi  ilie  products  excecih'd 
fifty  millions  of  dollars  in  \alue.  The  (  iotliin;^-  industry  stdud  ai 
the  head  of  the  list,  with  slJ>lt,UG5,l <iS;  (dothes  for  mvn  leading 


The  mileane  of  railroads  o])erat('d  hail  increased  from  Till  miles 
in  1S50,  to  T,r)lM)  miles  in  1S!I0,  or  more  \  lian  ten  times  as  umk  li. 

As  the  result  of  industrial  operati(»ns  on  so  \  ast  a  scah\  tlio 
wealth  of  the  people  of  the  State  N\'as  set  down  at  the  (|nit('  iucon- 


citizen  a  per  cajiita  sum  of  sl,4:*,0.  as  a-ainst  .'?:!1I>  in  IS.'O.  Ii  is 
to  be  feared  that  the  (duMdc  for  that  anmnnt  has  not  yet  been 
drawn  for  each  iTuli\idual  uint  of  \cw  A'ork's  population.  T.ut 
in  the  meantime  many  of  hev  idtizens  have  considei-ably  more 
than  that.    It  is,  of  course,  a  \\elbkno\vn  fact  that  colossal  for- 
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those  for  \\-onien  liy  n»  ai  l  \ 
seventy  millions.  Then 
followed  (2)  slan.uhter'- 
ing-  and  meat-park  iu-. 
!ii?7G,042,151 ;  (:;)  foundry 
and  niachiiu'  shops, 
084,500;  (4  )  i)rintin,u  and 
J)nblishini4-,  ^>(;s,5S4,15!  ; 
(5)  malt  bevera^t's, 
420,085;  (Oi  tlourim;  and 
i^ristmill,  852,550,744;  (7i 
tobacco,  .'5;5 1,853, 070;  and 
(8)  lumber  and  planinu 
mills,  §.50,222,!)S4.  The 
value  of  mineral  produds 
was  placed  at  sl'4.1  (;5.2IIS. 


cei\'able  oi'  ina p[U'eciable  s 
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fuiK'S,  such  as  have  gained  for  tlicir  possessors  a  national  aud 
iiitrrnat ional  I'cpulaiioii.  lia\t'  bccii  accuiiuiIaUMl  especially  in 
New  York  Stall-;  so  that  Aslor,  or  X'aiulerbilt,  or  (Jouh!,  or 
Stewart,  or  Kocketener,  aic  names  that  are  svnonynions  with 
enormous  \\-ealth,  and  ha\('  su[»erse(le(l  the  aneie^nt  lU'overb,  "as 
rich  as  ("rcx'sns,"  with  much  more  efl'ective  and  familiar  sub- 
stitutes. 

Sensible  peoi)Ie,  of  course,  with  the  real  and  lastin.u'  pros- 
5)erity  of  the  State  at  heart,  are  not  satisiied  with  this  mere 
mati'rial  shi>winu,  and  these  cold  tii;ures  in  dollars  and  cents. 
E^e)l  when  we  learn  that,  in  1SU8, 
the  State  spent  on  schools  8lm;,()S0,- 
nay,  even  if  we  add  other  jire- 
cise  millions  sjient  in  the  supjxii't  of 
chundies  and  the  spread  of  reliuion; 
the  man  with  an  eye  for  the  true 
weal — the    common  wealth  "  of  tlu^ 
State — will  anxiously  look  for  othei' 
thinu's.     lie  rei;ards  the  advanct^- 


liiciil  of  the  public  conscience,  of  tin*  ^  1'^:"^^  '^^  ujv 

])rinci]ples  and  sjiirit  (d'  a  hiuh-toned  '^'^\t/-''j^,,^0^^^^i^^ 
citizenship.  He  looks  above  that  j( ■:■  ■  i^^^^"^^^^^^^ 
fe.r  the  increasini:'  sens(^  of  the  obli- 

-ations  of  nati(.nality--th.>  loyalty  wh.uam  m.  kvakts. 

and  devotion  to  the  I'nion. 

To  secure  these  elements  u{  a  true  ]»ro-ress  and  supericu'ity, 
tlu're  funst  l)e  the  continuance  of  private  and  lienu'ly  virtm^s,  the 
i^rowini;-  exc(dleni-y  of  individual  manhood  an<l  womanhoud. 
Jlence  we  revert  to  the  sent  iments  expressed  by  the  lion.  (Miann- 
cey  M.  Depew,  i-eceni  ly  c1ios(mi  to  tlu'  Senate  (d'  the  Tnited  States 
to  represent  our  State,  spoken  at  the  centeuuial  of  the  State 
JH'overnment  at  K'inuston  in  1ST7,  applying  them  to  the  ceutuiw 
and  th(^  centuries  that  shall  succeed  this  third  ceidury  of  tla^ 
existence  of  the  I'hnpire  State: 

Let  us  welcome  the  [next]  centniy,  and  enter  U])(Ui  its  duties 
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with  the  steni  piii'iKisc  and  Iii^li  i  csolvc  U>  iiiaintaiii  t  he  st  a  tid; 
of  our  fathers  in  the  public  ami  jivivatr  life  of  the  Stale,  autj  \ 
lioiiorable  s>ui»eiiurit y  uf  2scw  York  in  the  Federal  L'uiuu." 


APPENDIX. 


I.  EXPLORATIONS  OF  THE  NOETH  Ar^IJOPvICAN  COAST  PREVIOUS  TO 
THE  VOYAGE  OF  HENRY  HUDSON.* 

XJ']  of  the  earliest  (Ji'eek  dreams,  prominent  in  the  (dassic 
literature,  was  that  of  a  beantifid  island  in  the  ocean 
at  the  far  West,  r-'rhaps,  nevert ludess,  we  have  been 
aecustonied  to  think  of  the  conception  too  much  as  a 
dream,  a  iiiece  of  pure  inuiiiinat ion ;  for  it  is  absolnt(dy  certain, 
as  Pliny  and  Strabo  pi'ove,  that  bold  I'henician  na\  i,i;ators  passed 
far  beyond  the  Pillars  of  Hercides  into  the  vast  Atlantic,  dis- 
covei'ini;'  and  naiiv.n^',  the  Canary  Islands,  ])usliin,u'  tlieii'  obsei'va- 
tions  far  and  w  ide.  I'ossibly,  like  Columbus,  as  on  his  first  voy- 
age, they  saileil  over  ti'anqtiil  seas,  smooth  as  the  rivers  in  Spain, 
an<l  tlirotit;h  ambient  air,  soft  as  the  air  of  Andalusia  in  sprini;, 
until  they  reached  the  Edenic  Cuba,  and  thus  furnished  the  foun- 
dation of  that  (Jreidv  conception  of  an  excpiisitely  fair  isle,  the 
home  of  the  immortals,  an  I']lysium  on  whose  lia|)py,  fragrant 
slioi-es  the  shrilly  breathini;  Zephyrus  was  ever  i)i]>in<;'  for  the 
refreshment  of  'VA  eary  souls. 

In  the  fifteenth  century  tlu^  islands  in  the  west  formed  the  ob- 
ject of  many  a  voyage,  liut  ev(Mi  in  P^)0(;  IMarino  Sanuto  laid  down 
the  Canaries  anew,  while  P>ethenci»urt  found  tluMii  in  14()L'.  The 
Azor<'s  and  the  Madeira  Islands  api)ear  in  the  chart  of  T'izi^ani 
in  VM)~,  au'l  the  sailors  of  Princ(^  Henry  Hie  Xavi.!?:a*or  went  ti-» 
the  Azores,  the  Isles  of  the  ITawks,  in  14:>1,  as  preparatory  to 
those  voyages  whi(di.  beuinninu'  with  the  rediscovtn'y  of  the  Cape 
\'erde  Islands  in  l-ltiO,  were  destiTied  to  ])repai-e  the  way  for  the 
fircumnavip,ation  of  Afiica.  ami  thus  o[)(mi  the  way  to  the  Indies 

•  From  a  publisljeil  artirle  by  Rev.  Bfiijatiiin  F.  I"'>>CoBta,  D.D. 
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by  the*  Capo  of  (iood  llojic.  Lonj^  bcfoi'*'  this,  howf^cr,  thf 
S{»aiii;ir(ls  wcic  crcdi  t  cd  with  t  Ih'  rst  ablishiiicn  t  of  colonics  in  i  lie 
western  ocean,  and  on  llio  i^lobc  of  .Maiiin  r.<'li.iini,  1  IN-J,  m.iv 
be  seen  the  Ic^cml  ci-cditini:  Si»anish  liishops  with  I  lie  ronndin- 
of  seven  cities  in  n  distant  island  in  t|ic  ye;ir  I'M.  In  1  l!)S  !),• 
Ayala.  tlie  S]iaiMsli  andiassadoi-  in  |]nulaiid,  rc|toi-tcd  to  his  so\ - 
ei'eii;n  that  tlie  city  of  I'.iistol  had  for  se\cn  years  sent  out  shi|is 
in  search  of  the  I  si  and  of  P.iazil  and  t  he  Se\  en  ( 'it  ies,  \\]ii(  h  were 
commonly  laid  down  in  maps,  toi;c1hei'  with  the  ureat  Island  of 
"  xiiitillia,"  by  many  stii)posed  to  rei'ta-  to  the  American  Conii 
nont. 

In  tlie  time  of  ('(^Iniubns  eiiterpi'ise  was  i^cnerally  active,  and 
men  everywhere  Mci-e  ea^cr  to  realize  the  predictitm  of  Seneca, 
wlio  declared  that  the  Tltiina  'I'linle,  the  extreme  bonnds  of  the 
eartli,  would  in  dne  timc'  be  rea(diet1.  lUn  ('ohnnbns  ■\\-onld  w  in 
somethinu-  more  than  beantiftd  islainls.  He  aim(Ml  at  a  conti- 
nent, and  would  reach  the  eastern  boi-(b'i- of  .Vsia  by  sailinu  w<'si, 
in  accor(binc<'  with  the  early  piiilosophers,  who  ha<l  acce[)i(Ml  the 
S})herical  form  (d'  the  earth,  not  dr<'amine  thai,  instead  of  a  few 
isbands,  scattered  like  j^cms  i]i  tlie  ocean,  a  mi.uhly  conlinent 
barred  the  way.  Doniiiiated  by  the  anti((m'  notions  of  the  (  lassie 
writers,  (\dnml>ns,  aftei-  enconnteriuu'  ami  overi-omimj,'  every  dis- 
courauenu'nt,  tinally  sailed  towai'd  the  golden  ^^'est,  hridinu 
tlie  voyaue  a  pleasant  excursion,  interrupted  only  by  the  occa- 
sional fears  of  the  sailoi-s,  lesi  the  li.uht  breeze  mieht  prevent 
their  return  to  Sjiain,  by  blowint;  all  the  tinu'  one  way.  At  a 
•iiven  ])oint  of  the  voyage.  Cohimbns  met  with  an  experiem'C, 
and  made  a  decision  that  perhajts  determined  the  (b-stiny  of 
Noi'th  America.  October  7,  1  Maitin  I'inson  saw  llo(dcs  of 
parrots  tlyini^  stmt  !i  west,  and  ar^ne(l  that  th<'  Idrils  were  retnrn- 
in^-  t(t  land,  which  mnsf  lie  in  tliat  direcrion.  lie  accordinuiy  ad- 
vised the  admii-al  to  (diaiiee  the  course  of  the  shij).  Colnnibiis 
realized  the  force  of  the  arunnieiit  and  knew  the  sinniticance  of 
the  tliulits  of  birds,  the  hawk  Inninu'  piloted  the  r*oT-tm:uese  to 
tlie  Azores.    Re  was  now  sailiiiL;  straielit  for  the  coast  of  North 
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( 'aroliim,  ;ni(l  must  inevitably  liavc  'liscovcrcd  oin-  continent,  but 
the  parrots  were  accepted  as  i;ui'les,  the  course  was  clian^cd  to 
liie  soutli\ve>»t,  ami  in  due  time  I  iie  island  of  San  Salvador  rosi' 
before  tlii'ir  e.\[iectant  eyes.  All  his  ctToris,  therefore,  aftci'  this 
memorable  ^'oya^t■.  were  de\dle(l  to  the  West  Indies,  ami  in  the 
foml  b(dief  that  Ik- had  reaidied  fair  < 'at  hay.  ('onsc(|uent  l.\'  -lolin 
Cabot  was  left  to  discovei- Xoi  i  li  America  at  least  one  year  bofoj't' 
( 'o  I  tun  bus  si^lit  ed  the  si  m  I  la^rn  poi-1  ion  cd'  the  Western  Continent. 
l\lven  then  Columbus  held  that  Sontli  America  was  a  i»art  of 
India,  an<l  he  tinally  died  in  i_unorance  of  the  fact  that  he  had 
j'eache(l  a  wcw  W(U-ld. 

His  error  ]»i-oved  a  most  fortnnate  one  for  tho  En,i;lish-s])eakin2r 
l)eople;  since,  if  he  had  c()nlinned  (ni  the  westeri\  course,  the 
Carolinas  wonld  IiaNc  I'isen  lo  \  iew,  aiid  the  splendors  and  I'iches 
<d'  the  Antilles  nniiht  have  remained  nidcnown  loni;  enont;h  for 
Spanish  enter])rise  to  establish  itsidf  ujxm  the  Atlantic  coast. 
This  done,  the  mai^niticent  Ihnlson  \\onld  have  become  the  ob- 
jective point  of  Spainsli  enterprise,  and  a  S])anish  fortress  and 
castle  wonM  to-day  lo(i]<  down  froiii  the  \\'e(diawken  lleii;hts, 
the  Island  of  Xew  York  yielding-  itself  np  as  the  site  of  a  Spanish 
city. 

The  mistake  of  Colnnil)ns,  however,  was  snpplemente<l  by 
what,  ]»erhaps.  may  ]>ro]>ei  ly  be  calle(l  a  series  of  blunders,  all  of 
tlieni  more  or  less  fortu.nate,  or  at  least  in  the  interest  of  a  tyi»o 
of  civilization  vei-y  unlike  thai  of  Spain,  especially  as  expanded 
and  interpreted  i)i  Centr.il  and  South  America.  It  is,  therefore, 
to  the  seri<'S  of  nautical  ad\-entui-es  follow  int;-  the  aL!,o  of  Colum- 
bus, and  extendinu  d<>\\-n  to  the  voyage  of  Henry  Hudson,  tho 
]<]n<;Ushman,  in  l(iO!»,  that  this  arti(de  is  mainly  ("ievoted,  show- 
inji'  how  this  entire  reition  was  ])reser\('(l  fi-oni  peiananent  occu- 
])ation  by  l']ui-o|)eans,  until  it  was  cohmized  by  the  Walloons 
under  the  Dutch,  who  ju-ovidentially  prei)ared  tho  way  for  the 
En-lish. 

Fir.st,  however,  it  may  be  interestinp,-  to  olanee  at  voyages  made 
durim:-  the  ^Middle  Ages.  C(Uisiderinu  whether  they  liad  any  pos- 
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sibU'  coiuicct  ion  with  tlu-  rc'i:i(»ii  now  ociuiiicil  by  tlic  citv  of 
Now  Yolk. 

That  Xoithiiii  H  \'isit('(]  t he  slioifs  of  Xoith  Anu'rica  no  I'Ciison- 
nblc  iii(|iiii-ci-  any  hmucr  doiilits.  Kvrw  Mr.  (b'or^c  Haiiciufi, 
who,  for  aboiil  half  a  i  <'iit  iii-y.  cast  ^i-avc  r''th'ct ions  ii]ion  the 
\'oya_u('s  of  thi'  Xort  liiiicn,  and  insjiiri'd  disbelief  in  nian\'  "iiiar- 
tors,  linally  abandoned  all  allusion  to  the  subjeet,  and  suloe- 
quontly  eN]dained  lhal  in  t  hrowin^  discre(lif  upon  Die  belandir 
iiarrati\'es  he  had  fallen  into  erroi-. 

The  {ii'ol)abiliiy  now  seems  to  be  that  the  Irish  had  beeonie 
ac(iuainled  with  a  i;reai  land  at  the  West,  and  uave  it  the  name 
of  "  ( 1  re<'nla  nd,"  w  hirh  nanie  was  simply  ai»])lied  by  la  ic  t  he  Ked 
t(t  a  separate  reuion.  w  h.en  he  \\cnt  to  the  counti'y  no\\-  l^nown  as 
riroenlainl  in  thi'  year  'J^o.  The  next  year  lUariu'  nei-iulfsson, 
folhiw  iiiL'  ICric,  was  1)|!)a\  ii  noon  th  ■  Noi'tli  Athuitie  coast,  and 
in  theyeai-  1000-1  Leif,  son  of  ]]i'ic,  went  in  (pu'st  of  tlie  land  seen 
by  Hiarne,  j-ea(dunu  \\l;at  is  i^cnerally  reco^ni/ed  as  New  laiu- 
laud.  Others  folh.wed  in  1002  and  ]iH).5.  while  from  lOOf.  to  lOOH 
Thor-fmn   Ivailsefne  visited   the  sanu'  region,   tlieii   laiown  as 

A'iiiland  the  (iood,"  ami  made  a  serious  Init  aboi-ti\c  effort  to 
found  a  colonA'.  l''re\dis,  daughter  of  Eric  the  Ke(l,  \  isited  New 
I'aiiiland  in  1010  to  1012.  A'ai^iie  aerouiit s  in  the  Icelandic  t  liion- 
i(des  ttdl  of  a  \  isit  of  one  Are  !\Lars(>n  to  a  i-ei;ion  called  White 
Man's  Land  ( II  ril  nniniunKiUiiKJ )  in  !)S;>.  antedatinu'  la-ic's  ajipear- 
ance  in  (Ji'eenland.  \\'e  also  hear  of  IJirirn  Asl  ...ndson  in  OHD, 
and  of  the  \-oyaue  of  ( i ndlanuson  in  1027.  Certain  uco^raphieal 
fra^inejds  refer  to  Uishop  la'ic,  <d"  tirfcnhind,  as  s(\ir(diinu  for 
AA'iiitdand  in  1121.  A\hile  in  l."!.~T  a  small  Ictdandic  ship  \'isited 

^farkland,"  the  ]»resent  Xo\'a  Scotia.  The  \'oyaues  of  Asbi'and- 
son  and  of  (Indlanuson  are  ^(■ner:^lly  \iewed  as  .standing  con- 
neotod  with  a  reuion  extendiiej,  from  New  Enuland  to  Florida. 
l<n«»-wn  as  ^^'hite  ;\fairs  Land,  or  In  land  the  (ireat.  In  these 
accounts  there  is  f:)und  no  detiidte  allusion  to  the  rei^ion  of  the 
Hudson,  thouuh  Karlsefne's  ex])loi  a  t  ions  may  Inne  (^xteuded 
Some  distance  sout1n\esterly  from  L'hode  Islaml;  w  hib'  later  ad- 
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vent  iirci's,  caiiic  sont  liw  anl  ami  followed  lli<'  conrsc  of  Arc 

,\!ai'son,  ^\^h<>  was  discoN cn-d  in  the  coiinirv  by  Ashra adsoii,  imist 
|iav<' sailed  ahmuour  shores.  Si  ill  no  recoiwl  of  sia  li  a  '\  isit  iio",\' 
remains,  wliicli  is  not  al  all  sinvnlai'.  sim  e  many  a  \dyai;<'r  went 
1»\ ,  hot  li  hefore  a  nd  a  f  I  e|-w  ai'd,  with  the  same  l,a  i  1  are  t  o  sIl;  na  I  i/,e 
llie  event  for  the  information  of  posterity.  "They  lind  no  poet 
and  they  died." 

'I'urr.inu  to  the  voyaucs  of  the  ^N'elsh,  w  ho,  sonu'  think,  reaehed 
(he  Western  ( 'ontinent  ahont  t  he  yeai'  1 170,  le<l  by  .Madoe.  i'rinee 
(if  ^Vales,  thei'e  is  the  same  failun  to  connect  them  with  this 
i'ei;ion.  Catlin.  win*  \isited  tlie  \\'hite  or  .Mandan  Indians,  snj)- 
j»oses  that  the  ^\'elsll  sailed  <h>w"n  the  coast  to  the  T.'iy  of  .Me.vico 
aial  ascended  the  Mississippi;  althonuh  ther<'  is  jnst  as  mntli 
reason  to  liohl,  if  tlie  ^Fandans  were  their  descenihnits,  that  they 
entero(l  the  i-onlinent  and  fonnd  iheir  way  westwai'd  from  the 
reiiioii  of  Massachnset  t  s  or  New  ^'ork.  The  latter,  however, 
nii^ht  be  fa\'oi-ed,  for  the  reason  that  onr  noble  i-i\'ei'  foiaus  1o-day 
the  most  popular  and  cert.unly  the  most  s[i|endid  i^ateway  to  tht^ 
far  West. 

The  voyages  of  the  Zeiat  l)i(dlie!'s,  who  are  Ixdieved  by  most 
competent  critics  to  ha\e  reached  America  about  the  close  of  tlie 
fourteenth  centui-y.  aaal  who  left  a  chart,  first  published  in  lo^S, 
show  a  country  calle(l  Drogen,"  a  vast  r<'L:,ion  \\  hich  stretched 
far  to  the  south,  whose  inhabitants  wei'e  clothe(l  in  skins,  and 
subsisted  by  huntini;',  lieing  arnie(l  with  bows  and  ari'ows,  and 
living  in  a  si  ate  of  war.  The  di'scri])t  i<iu  would  apply  to  our  part 
of  the  coast.  At  this  period  the  Ked  Imlians  had  come  from  tlie 
west,  and  dis[>ersed  the  origina  I  i n h-i bi  I  an  ts,  known  to  the  N(n'l  h- 
men  as  Skra(dlings.  'i'he  red  man  on  this  coast  was  au  iuvaih'r 
and  coiKjuerer,  not  the  lU'i^inal  jirojtriet (U'  of  the  hunk  In  a  \"ei'y 
brief  time,  howe\'ei',  he  forgot  his  own  tiaditions  and  indulged 
in  the  belief  tliat  he  was  the  tirst  ladder  of  this  region,  which 
was  deeded  to  him  by  t  he  <  Ireat  i'at  her  in  fee  siniph';  and  it  was 
in  this  b(dief  that,  in  turn,  the  simple  sa\age  conveyed  \ast 
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tracts  of  territitry  in  the  while  man,  in  consideration  of  triii!;ets 
aixl  tire-water. 

So  fiir  as  can  be  (lisco\-ere(l,  the  Sl;raellin,u'  was  the  first  ](ro- 
prietor,  and  bv  the  Skraelli  fi,^-  is  meant  what  is  calh^l  ilic 
"'Ctlacial  Man,"  wiio  apiieared  on  tliis  (.-oiisi  wlien  i  he  ^i-e.ii  iic- 
sheet  that  once  cdX'ered  the  hii;hhiiids  of  America  was  niellinu' 
and  sli<lini;'  into  ;he  sea.  ( ieoioL;ic;i  I  l_v  tlie  island  of  New  ^'o^l; 
is  one  of  t  lie  sou  veil  i I  S  or  wr<'c]vS  of  I  lia  I  ice-jieriod  wliicli  sli;i  ped 
the  character  (d'  tlie  entire  coast;  beinu,  foi-  a  hiruc  part,  simply 
a  mass  of  ice-^ronnd  ro(d<.  co\-ered  with  the  ^raA'elly  (b'|)osits  of 
the  ulaciers.  At  the  time  wheti  natiir<'  was  enuai^ed  in  pullinL; 
the  tinishiiiL;'  touches  to  lliis  rnde,  Titaidc,  and  wonderfid  woi-k. 
the  glacial  man  apiieai-e(I.  Then  this  anci<Md  is!;in<l,  al'lerward 
known  as  Manhaltan,  recei\-ed  its  lirst  inhabitant.  WIk'hcc  did 
this  mysterious  man  come?  Xe  on<'  can  say.  though  it  seems  to 
be  satisfactorily  estaldished  tliat,  at  the  ])eriod  r<d'erred  to,  tlieic 
were  two  peoples  of  similar  (diaracter  and  Isiibits  !i\-in^  on  oppo- 
site sides  of  tin'  Atlantic,  dw(dlin,u  oti  (he  estuaries,  rivers,  and 
fiords,  and  obtainin.u'  (he  means  of  sul»sistence  amid  similar  dan- 
gers and  priva.tions.  The  e\ddences  (d"  the  so-calle(l  i;lacial  man 
are  found  at  tin'  pires<'nt  time  iti  the  iii'av(ds  of  the  Trenton  lii\'er. 
of  New  Jersey,  consistini;' of  stone  im]>lemenls  tiiat  seem  to  ha\'e 
been  h)st  \\'hile  enu;ii;-ed  in  liimlinu  and  lishini;.  With  the  disap- 
pearance of  the  ice  ami  the  niodeiat  ion  of  t  he  (dimare,  these  men 
of  tlie  ice-])e]'i( id  s]»re;i(l  aloiiu  the  Allanti<'  coast  from  babrador 
to  ld«*rida,  tlieii-  (h-scendants  beiiiL;-  the  modern  f'skimo  a'ld 
Oreenlander,  wh<ise  ;incestors  were  dri\'en  nortliA\ard  by  the  red 
man  \\1ien  he  coni|Uere(l  i  he  l  onnlry.  The  immediate  I'CLiion  of 
the  llmlson  has  tints  f.-u-  alTorded  iione  of  the  stone  implements 
that  abound  at  Trenton,  ^ct  it  may  be  reuardeil  as  beyond  (pies 
tion  that  the  tirst  inhabitant  of  New  York  was  a  glacial  man. 
ruder  than  the  rudest  red  savage,  and  in  a]ii)earance  i-es(Mnblinu 
the  present  Eskimo.  In  the  time  of  Zeno.  the  ;nlacial  man  hail 
be(Mi  succeeded  by  the  red  man.  win-  showedi  a  su])erior  comlition 
under  the  inOnence  of  the  improved  climate,  and  '■  Droi^eo  "  was 
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t  lie  iiaiiK'  <»f  tiic  I'cuinii  w  li  ii  li  i  !i(  l  udcti  I  he  t  cn  i  1 1  ir_\  ui'  X<'\\ 

We  must  1  urn,  linwi  ■\(t,  in  nolc  wh.il,  in  lliis  iin  ni<-(l  i;i  l  c  con 
iK'cI  ion,  ni;i y  he  st  \  h-il  t  Ik  ■  coni-sc  of  ni;i  i-i  l  i  iiic  en  I  ci  pi  isc,  I  he  fwsl 
\(»y;m(' of  inl<'i-rs)  in  conncciion  wiih  our  sniijcci  Ihmiii^  iIk-  nov- 
;i  LM'  sniil  to  li  ;i  \  !■  1m  en  ( l<  •  I  >\  S(  ■!  ci  si  i  ;i  n  (  ';i  1  tCil  ;i  Ion  l;  I  Ik-  co;!  sI 
from  Ncwf'iiund  l;i  ml  in  loIT..  ijion  this  inili;il  \n\,\'j^c  m;in\  l'".ni'- 
li  si  I  men  l);isc(|  t  In 'i  r  i|  ;i  i  n  i ,  I  mi  I  in  t  lie  pri  'Si-n  I  st  ;i  t  c  of  k  now  l<'(Ii.'(' 
t  In  -  ('\ jx'd  i  I  ion  i  I  sfl  f  is  considcrfd  dch.i  I  ;i  Idc  hy  soinr.  'rii;i  I  -loli  n 
;i  ml  ScltnsI  i;ui  ( ';i  hot  saw  i  lie  con  I  in*  nt  in  I  I'.ts,  or  one  _\  ci  i-  iM•^or(• 
('uluml)ns  s;i\\  Sonlli  Ami-ri'M,  cnii  liardly  Im-  doid)lc(|;  hnl  con- 
vinciii;^'  tcslimon_\'  is  i-c(pn  iim|  rcs](('(t  i  nu  the  allcufd  vdyaui'  down 
this  pai't  of  the  coast  in  loir).  If  \\c  accept  llic  \oyaucasa  fact, 
this  expedition,  whose  ol)jccli\c  point  was  New  I'ou  ml  1  a  nd ,  ma\' 
Ix'  r<',uarded  as  the  first  km-wn  i']m;lish  expcdii  ion  to  these 
shores. 

lieCori'  this  time,  howc\er,  the  INu'lnunese  were  \'ei'y  active, 
and  had  run  the  cojisi  from  !■  hu-ida  to  ('ape  IJrelon,  e\ideiicc  of 
whiidi  tin  leff  in  the  'M'anlino"  .Map,  and  in  the  I'tolemy  of 
151o.  'i'his  was  in  con  i  i  n  iia  l  ion  of  the  enterjiiase  of  ihc  ('oslas, 
or  "  Cortei'eals,"  who  made  ^(lya^es  to  the  noi-l  h  in  l.~»()(),  "t)I,  'OL*. 
'J'he  expedition  made  alon^'  onr  coast  at  this  pei-iod  left  no 
mcmoi'ials  now  known,  vaxe  the  mjijts  to  whitdi  allusion  has 
been  made.  As  early  as  1.~il.'<)  the  Spainar<Is  hei^an  to  miviuale 
to  tho  muih  fi'om  the  W Cst  Indie-;,  ;ind  in  thai  year  .\\lhm 
i-ea(died  the  co;ist  ( d'  ( 'a  ro  I  i  n  a ,  on  an  ex  ped  i  t  ion  to  ca  pt  n  re  sla  \  es, 
th()n;i,h  .Mai'lyi'  speaks  of  the  c(uir:ti-y  he  \isited  ;is  "ne;ir  ihe 
T'accnioos,'"  a  term  applied  a!  that  time  to  the  i-euion  far  south 
of  Xe  wfou  ml  I  :i  lid.  X<'\'ert  heh-ss,  in  the  ye;ii-  |.~)iil.  we  I'caidi  a 
voyaui'  of  deep  interest,  for  in  tliis  ye:ii'  the  Hay  of  Xe\\-  ^'lU•k 
comes  (list  itilt  1  \-  into  \iew.  lai  ropcji  ns  heinL;  known  for  tip-  lirst 
time  to  ]>ass  the  Narrow^.  Ivefei-cnce  is  here  made  to  the  vo\ai;'e 
of  the  celehrated  Italian,  < !  io\a  ii  n  i  de  \'i-rra/.a  no,  in  the  ser\'ii-e 
of  l'>am  is  1,  of  I  'ra  m  e. 

Tliis  celeluated  II  a  \' i  L.'a  t  r  ir  is  sttpposed  to  ha\'e  hern  the  son  of 
T'iero  .\ndre:i  di  Pcrnardo  de  \'crr  izaiio  and  I'iameltn  ('aixdia. 
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lie  was  Inini  at  Xn]  di  (ircnc,  a  liltic  \  illauc  iicaf  I'^lni-ciici.,  in 
Ibe  vt*ar  14S.'').  At  out'  time  a  iHntiail  i>\'  v'criaza ii< >  ailuini'il  ih,- 
walls  (if  a  i:all<'iy  in  I Mdrciicf.  'I'iiis  puiliail  was  fiiLiiavcd  fdi- 
the  w<'ll-kii(i\\  II  work  niiiilcd,  "  T^nnini  Illiisiri  'rosi  ani."  A 
mcflal  was  alsn  sti-m  k'  in  his  iionor.  luM  ^  >']>y  i»!  ii  '  an  nuw  lie 
found.  Tin'  I'andly,  ni-\ crl  liclcss.  apiicai-s  lo  lia\c  ma i n I  ;i i n'-d 
a  (Udinitc  |dacc  in  loi-al  liisim-v,  ihc  last  Iciidwn  Idni-cn  t  i  n,-  icp 
rt'Sfjitath'c  bcinu  tlu-  ( 'avalif'i'c  Andrea  dc  A'ci  lazann,  wIki  died 
iu  1819. 

Verrazaiii I,  tin*  iireat  cxploivi- of  liic  Aiiici  ican  mast,  seems  (<» 
have  liad  a  lai-Lic  exjieidence  as  a  sailoi-  upon  the  Meili  i  errn  neaii, 
eventuallv  entering;  the  ser\'i(e  of  {■'lam  is  I.  of  P'rance.  ;is  a 
])rivateer  or  coisair,  in  which  callinu  ("olnnilms  and  many  of  i  he 
old  navigators  shone  eonspicu'iusly,  tli<-  la-ofession  ai  that  time 
being'  (juite  creditable,  (-x'en  '.liongh  dangerons.  In  l.")!':;  \'eri-a- 
zano  was  engaged  in  cajuni-ing  Spatdsli  sinjis  iliat  lironglil  the 
ti'easuT-es  of  .Montezuma  fr(nii  .Mexico.  In  the  fellowing  year  he 
made  his  voyai^e  to  America,  and  o]ie  statement  makes  it  a]»|iear 
that,  subse( juently,  he  was  caiitui-ed  by  tlie  Spaniards  and  ex- 
ecuted. Kamnsio  ttdls  us  that  nu  a  second  A-i)yag<'  he  was  made 
a  prisonei'  by  tlie  savages,  and  was  roast<'d  and  eaten  in  tlie  sight 
of  his  comrades.  Tlu'  liglit  \\  hi(di  we  liave  at  tin-  present  time 
does  not  suilice  fi>r  tlie  setiiement  of  tlie  <|nestion  relating  to  the 
manner  of  his  death,  but  we  ]ia\'e  o\-ei-w  lad ndng  e\"ideiice  of  the 
reality  of  his  \-oyage  in  l.")21,  \\dii(di  is  \-omdied  foi-  Ity  in\alnal)le 
maps  and  rtdations  c(Uitaine(l  in  a  lengthy  h'ltei-  addressed  to 
his  ein]doyer.  I'j-ancis  I. 

This  letter  is  of  uni(pn'  intei'''st,  (^spetdally  for  tin'  reason  that 
it  contains  the  first  known  post -<  "olumbian  descri]>tion  of  tla- 
North  Atlantic  coast,  and  the  first  pen-jiictnre  of  the  Itay  and 
Harbor  of  >s"ew  York'.  In  c(mn«M'tion  witli  our  local  anmils  <!io- 
vanni  da  A'eri-azano  must  hold  a  ingh  place.  As  might  be  sup- 
posed, the  narrati\'e  of  Verrazano  has  exeiaed  a  commanding  in- 
fluence upon  histoT'ical  litei'atnie.  I"oi'  n)oi-c  than  three  centuries 
it  has  fui-nished  quotations.    This  fact  lias  not  [trevented  (Uie  or 
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two  occasional  wriu'is  Iroin  (H'cst  ioniiiu  tlio  aut  lu'iitirity  of  the 
Ictlcrof  W'rrazauo,  thonuli  llic  discnssioii  w  hicii  followed  siiii- 
|ily  rt'sultcil  in'tlK'  i»i'o(ln(  i ion  of  additional  proof,  c'S]H'(  i;ill  v  that 
found  in  two  nia|)s  {»r(  \  ionsly  uidcnown,  cstaldisliinu  the  aullicn- 
licity  of  both  \dya,L;i'  and  Ictti'i',  and  taking  the^subje'ct  from  the 
lidd  of  rontroNcrsy. 

The  voya.u<'  of  X'i'rrazano  was  iiroj('ct('<l  in  l.~2'l  On  A])ril  '2~>, 
of  that  year,  Sihcira.  the  Port  uuiicsc  aiuhassador  at  the  conn 
of  I'^rancis  I.,  wrote  to  his  master:  '■  P.y  what  I  hear,  .Maestro 
Joas  \'eri'azano,  who  is  ^oin^-  on  the  disco\-ery  of  <";illia_\'.  has 
not  left  np  to  date  for  want  of  opiiort  nni I y,  and  becanse  of  dif- 
feicnces,  ]  niuh'rstand,  bi-iwccn  himstdf  and  his  men. 
I  shall  continue  to  donbt  unless  iie  takes  his  departnre."  It  ap- 
jx'ars  that  he  lirst  went  to  sea  \\ith  fonr  ships,  bnt  met  a  severe 
_!4ale  and  was  obliued  to  retnrn  to  i)oi't.  apparently  with  the  loss 
of  two  shi]»s.  .Vfier  makinu  repairs,  he  sailed  foi'  the  S[)anish 
coast  alone  in  the  "  noljdiin,"  the  ca]ttain  of  the  remaininu  ship 
lea\in^'  \'errazano,  ami  uivinu  coloi'  to  the  story  of  Siheira,  that 
he  had  ((uarreled  his  men.     In  the  Carli  coi'res[)on(h'nce, 

there  is  a  reference  to  one  ]'>iainelles(dii,  "  who  ■\\ent  with  him 
ami  nnfortnnately  tnrned  bark." 

On.Tannaiy  IT.  Iol'I  ndd  si\le),  \'eii'a/,ano  tinally  sailed  from 
a  bairen  roi  k\  island,  sontlicast  of  .Madi'ii-a,  tlioni;li  ("arli  erro- 
neously says  that  he  depaited  from  t  lie  ( 'ana.ries.  The  discrep- 
ancy is  uscfnl,  in  that  it  jii-o\('s  an  absence  of  c(dlnsion  between 
U'riters  in  franiinu  a  tietitious  \  oya,u('.  Steering  westwar(]  nntil 
l\'binai-y  It,  lie  met  a  scvoc  hnrricane,  and  then  \'eeit'd  more 
to  the  north,  holdinu  the  middle  conise,  as  he  fcai'.'d  tc)  sail 
sonthward,  b\  the  arcnstoniod  roui(  to  tho  West  Indies,  lest  he 
should  fall  into  liic  hands  df  the  Spaniards,  who.  with  the  I'ortn- 
uuese.  claime(l  the  <'ntiio  New  World,  in  accoi'dam-e  with  tho 
decree  of  I'ope  Ale.xandcr.  II''ni(>  tho  n.ni^atol',  to  a\oid  the 
S[)anish  cruisers,  hold  his  course  westward  in  sunshine  and 
storm,  until  the  si  i  ores  of  the  .\  merit  an  <  "(uit  inent  ajtpeared  abo\  c 
the  ^^■aves.    ^lai'ch  7  he  saA\-  land  which     never  beftu'e  had  hovu 


318 


Tin:    EMPIRE  STATi: 


IX    Tin:  EE  CEXTUUIES. 


seen  \<y  aiivuiie  i-itlicr  in  aiicicnr  m-  niDiIcni  riiiu-s,""  a  siat<'iiiciit 
that  lie  was  into  l>y  tin-  licsin'  to  rlaim  souu-tliinir  tor  I'laui  c. 
He  knew  tliat  his  staicmi-ut  '-ouhl  not  be  exactly  true,  bcran>--, 
like  all  tlio  na\i,i;ators  of  hi-  ilay.  he  -was  familial-  with  th.- 
Ptolemy  of  ].■];;,  i-ontainin^-  a  ruile  map  of  the  roast  from  I'loriila 
to  55"  y.  Kviileutly  he  flid  not  attach  any  value  to  the  exiih.r.i- 
tions  of  I  he  Tortii^iiese  as  re[)resente(l  by  the  iiia})S.  ami  hence, 
after  siiihtinii  land  in  the  neii;hl)orho(M;l  of  oi'-  y.,  ho  sailed  south- 
Avard  fifty  lea;:ties  to  make  sure  of  connectinu-  with  the  actual 
exploration  of  the  PortiiLitiese,  and  then  began  coasting  north- 
ward in  search  of  a  route  througli  the  laud  to  Cathay.  Columbus 
died  in  150s.  believing  that  he  had.  r^niched  Cathay,  but  in  the  day 
of  A'errazano  it  \\as  understoorl  by  many  that  the  land  found 
formed  a  new  continent,  though  this  was  not  everywhere  ac- 
cepted until  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  cf-iitury. 

Xavigating  nortln\ard.  A'errazauo  reacdied  the  neighborhood 
of  the  present  site  of  Charleston.  C,  describing  the  country 
stibstantially  as  it  api)ears  to-day.  bordered  with  low  saml-hills, 
the  Sea  making  inlets,  while  beyond  were  lieautiful  fields,  broad 
plains,  and  A'ast  forests.  Ou  landing  they  fottnd  the  natives 
tinnd.  but  by  frieuiily  signs  the  savag(^s  became  assured,  and 
freely  ajiproached  the  I'rencli  follow(a-s  of  \'errazan<t.  wondering 
at  their  dress  and  comjdexion.  just  as.  in  15>4.  r>arlo-w.  in  the 
same  locality,  '^aid  tluir  the  nativi's  wondered  "  at  the  whiteness 
of  our  skins."  The  descriptions  of  ^'errazano  were  so  faithful 
that  Barlow,  though  without  credit.  employe(l  his  langtiage.  es- 
pecially when  he  says,  speakinu-  of  the  forests  before  rea(diing 
the  land.  ••We  smelt  so  sweet  and  strong  a  smell  as  if  we  had 
been  in  the  midst  of  some  delicate  garden.""  As  \'f'rrazano  held 
nortlnAard.  his  desi-riptions  continued  to  exhibit  the  saiu'- 
fidelity,  being  used  by  P)arlow  and  confirme(l  by  Father  White. 
They  are  also  confirmed  by  l)ermer.  uho  ran  the  coast  in  I'llO. 
finding  the  shores  low.  wirhoui  stones,  sandy,  and.  for  the  most 
part,  liarborh'ss.  ^Vheu  near  '"h'-sapeake  Pay.  "^''-rrazano  found 
that  till-  people  made  their  canoes  of  logs,  as  described  by  Parlow 
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aiul  I'^atlicr  \\'liitc.  The  urapcvincs  ucic  also  seen  t^aiIiIl^  fi-oiii 
the  tn-i-s  as  iiidicalnl  liy  tlii'sc  writers;  aii<l,  s[»fakiii:L;'  of  tin- 
Iriiit,  \'cn'a/,a*ii(>  says  that  it  was  \ciy  sweet  and  pleasant." 
This  lan.unaue,  heiiiL;  u^e(l  early  in  tlie  seasun,  le(l  te  the  rather 
IhoiiL^hl  less  olijeciion  that  N'eriazaiio  iiexcr  uiade  the  Noyauc 
'I'lie  siiiijile  exjilanat  ioii  is  that  the  nali\  ('s  weie  aectistonied  to 
presei  x  in_u  fruits  by  diyiiiu  them;  ami  hence  Hudson,  in  HiOD, 
found  dried  "currants,"  w  hi(  h  were  sweet  and  ,i;ood,  nu'aiunL;' 
by  the  woril  '•currant  "  what  ;;11  meant  at  that  period,  nanudy, 
a  di'ied  i^raite.  The  letiei-  of  \'erra/.ano  contains  exa;.:u('ra t ions, 
like  all  similai'  prod  tic  I  ions.  Corte/  made  .M(Uitezuina  driId^:  \\  ine 
from  ctdlars  in  a  ciuintiy  where  both  wine  ami  cellars  were  un- 
known. ( 'artier  caused  tius  to  ^row■  in  ranada,  and  I>ric  tlu-  Kedi 
cal  h'd  t  he  ice-(dad  hil  Is  ( d' t  he  laml  west  of  Ic(da  ml,  "  ( i  reeuland." 
^'el•ra/,ano.  however,  falls  into  uom-  id'  these  tlal  contradictions, 
ami  often  !he  ohjectiou  t(»  the  authenticity  of  the  voyauc  has 
,urown  out  of  ;  he  iuinc,  am-e  of  l  he  critic  of  \-ery  comision  t  hiiiLiS. 

Lea\inu  l»(daware  !'.a\,  \'errazan(t  coasleil  northward,  sailinu' 
by  day  and  connn^  to  anchor  at  niuht.  tinally  reaching  the  llay 
of  New  ^'ork,  whii  h  forms  ihe  culuiinatiou  of  the  intei-est  of  the 
voyauc,  so  fai'  as  mir  pr(  sent  purpose  is  com-erne(l.  After  ]u-o- 
ceedinu;  a  distance  iMiUuhly  estimated,  (ui  the  decimal  systetii, 
at  a  liitndred  leauues,  he  says  :  ^\'e  found  a  \ci-y  pleasant  situa- 
tion aiiionu  some  little  >~!cep  lulls,  thidtiLih  whi(li  a  very  lar^c 
riv<'r  f  f/ra  inli-ssi  ird  ririira/.  deep  at  its  mouth,  forced  its  way  to 
the  sea,"  and  h<'  adds  :  "  I'riuii  the  sea  to  t  he  est  uary  of  the  river 
any  ship  mii^hl  pass,  with  the  iitd|»  of  th-'  tide,  w  hich  rises  ei^ht 
feet."  This  is  abotit  the  a\"eraue  rise  at  the  lu-esent  titn(\  and 
the  fad  is  one  that  could  have  been  leaiaied  (Uily  fr(un  actual 
obser\a  t  ion.  It  poi  n  t  s  in  the  "  b.i  r  "  as  t  heti  existing,  and  ^i  ves 
the  narrat  i\"e  ever\-  ai>iiearance  of  re.ality.  ^lany  t  hin^s  observed 
Were  noted  in  w  hat  \'''riazauo  calls  a  •"  little  book,"  and  evidently 
it  was  from  (ha  t  a  con  t  a  i  tied  in  this  liook  that  his  b  rot  her  con  i  idled 
the  maji  whi(di  illustrates  the  voyage.  \'ei'razano,  however,  was 
cautioits,  as  he  possessed  enly  (Uie  ship,  and  he  says:     "  .Vs  wo 
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were  ri<linu  at  ancliDi-  in  a  i^ood  bcrl  Ii  \vi-  would  not  vcnhirc  in 
our  shi])  witlKHil  a  kiKiwlcd^c  of  tli<-  nionlh;  I  lici-cfui-c,"  he  savs. 
"  we  took  the  hual,  and,  ciilci-inL;'  1  lie  river,  we  found  I  lie  couui  rv 
on  its  banks  peopled,  the  inliabiianls  not  dilTeriiiL;  murh 

l'r(»ni  the  others,  beinu  dressed  out  with  leathers  of  bii-ds  i.f 
various  (•oh)rs."  Tiie  nati\es,  by  their  action,  showed  thai  ihcii- 
faith  in  human  nature  had  not  been  s]>oih'd  I)y  men  leading  ex- 
peditions nice  tliosc  of  AyMoii.  in  irii'l,  to  tlie  Carolinas  f(n-  sha\cs. 
They  were  still  a  simple  and  iinalTccrcd  [)co[dc,  not  spoiled  bv 
European  contact,  as  in  the  time  of  Hudson,  and,  acconliuuly, 
unlike  the  sly  ])eople  met  where  Ayllon's  kidnajH-rs  had  done 
their  work,  "they  came  toward  us  with  evident  admiration,  and 
showiuL;'  us  where  ■we  could  most  secur(dy  land  with  oui'  boat." 
Continuinu,  the  narrative  says:  "  ^^'e  passed  u[)  this  river  about 
half  a  leatiue,  when  we  found  it  foruu'd  a  most  beautiful  lake, 
three  leagues  in  circuit,  u|ion  whi(di  wer<'  rowing  thirty  or  mm-e 
of  their  small  boats  from  iuie  shore  lo  the  other,  tilled  w  iih  mul- 
titudes who  came  to  sec  us.""  This  "  l»eautiful  lake""  (liilllsshim 
J(ii/(>)  u  as,  so  far  as  one  is  able  to  juduc,  t  he  I'.ay  of  New  ^'ork. 

A'erraza.no  ]>assed  the  bar  and  aiudiored  at  the  entrance  of  the 
Nai-rows,  the  position  beiiii;  detined  as  between  "little  stecji 
liills"  (hifru  ph-cnJl  colli  nitiiniiH whi(di  exactly  describes  the 
heights  of  Stateu  Island,  and  the  slnu-e  id'  konu'  Island  as  far 
uj)  as  Yelh'W  Hook,  the  ]»r<'seiit  ]'.ay  lliduc  Then  far  and  wide 
the  spacious  hai  lMir  was  surrounded  by  w cll-NN'ooded  shores,  upon 
whi«di  ^'errazano  and  his  followers,  evidently  the  first  <d'  Mui-o- 
peans  to  enter  t  he  port,  uazeil  wit  h  admiral  ion.  It  wmild  appear 
that  they  did  not  cross  tli<>  hai-boi-,  but  they  probably  es[)ied  in 
the  distance  the  island  upon  \\hi(di  our  city  now  stands,  (doilied 
in  the  dusky  bro\\-n,  fomdied  only  here  and  there  with  patidies 
of  the  ev(M'L:i'een  pine.  Not  hin;4  is  snid  (d' t  he  beauty  of  t  he  foliage 
in  this  reuion,  since  in  Marcdi  uoik-  could  lia\e  been  ap|iarent, 
thtniuh  the  population  was  e\idently  numerous,  and  friun  ltn' 
shores  the  smoke  of  many  wigwams  was  seen  by  day,  with  the 
distant  illuminations  that  filled  the  eve  of  tin'  saibu'  by  niuhr. 
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\'cri-a/.;ui()  litllc  di'caiiu'd  of  the  \aliii'  of  tli<'  siluatiou.  It  iicvcr 
orcurix'il  t(i  liiiu  tliat  on  tliis  "  hcatilit'iil  lake"  would  one  day 
slaiiil  a  v'lty  wliuli  in  wealth  and  iui[Mi:iancc  uould  t'cli|)sc  llu,' 
far-famed  city  of  Montc/.uina.  'I'iu'  situation  was  pleasing,  Imt 
il  did  not  oHci-  what  \'orrazano  souuht,  nanirly,  an  oiMMiinn  to 
I  ndia.  Ik'  IcarntMl  that  ht-  was  at  I  ho  niou  i  h  of  a  s  wi  ft  river  t  hat 
jioured  out  a  powerful  tide  from  l>ei\\('en  the  hills,  and  he  saw 
the  unreasonal)leness  of  rontinuiiiu'  his  seareli  at  this  [daci,'. 
W'liat  eonelusion  lie  mi^ht  have  reaebed  eventually,  had  his  stay 
been  ]»ridoni:e(l.  we  can  not  ]»redict,  l)iH  he  was  soon  hurried 
away.  lie  says:  "All  of  a  sudden,  as  it  is  wont  to  hap[)en  to 
navigators,  a  vi(dent  contrary  \\u\<\  blew  in  froui  tlie  sea  and 
ftU'ced  us  to  I'elurn  to  our  ship,  urt'atly  reiirettinu-  t(!  lea\'e  this 
rcL^ion,  whi(di  seemed  so  comtnodious  and  (hdi^hlfiil,  and  which 
we  sui)posed  must  contain  ^reat  ri(  lu's,  as  tlie  liills  sho\\'ed  many 
iinlicatioiis  of  minerals."  I'y  a  ulaiice  at  the  chart  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  ship  lay  in  a  position  in  the  lower  bay  ]>erilous  for  a 
stranger,  and  in  case  of  a  j^ah'  slie  would  be  in  danuei-  of  being 
dri\en  n[ion  the  shore  of  either  Lonu  Island  or  Staten  Island. 
\'erra/.ano  would  not  take  his  ship  ihrouuh  the  Narrows  into  the 
liart)or,  on  account  of  his  ignorance  of  the  situation,  and  wheu 
the  wiiid  set  upon  shore  from  the  sea  he  at  once  decided  to  g'et 
out  of  danucr.  Accordin'j:ly  he  says:  •' W'einhini;-  anchor  we 
saih.^d  lifly  leagues  toward  the  east,  the  coast  stretchinu-  in  that 
dir(-ction,  ami  always  in  slight  of  it."  Thus  he  coasted  alon^'  the 
siiores  of  l.oie^  Island,  and  disco\-ered  an  island  in  trian^ailar 
form,  some  ten  leamios  from  the  main  land,  in  size  about  e(|ual 
to  the  Island  of  IJhodes."  This  \\as  Ubxdc  Island,  and  we  men- 
li(ui  tlie  circumstance  liei-e,  in  or(h'r  that  the  reader  may  appre- 
ciate the  fact  that  \'erra/.ano  firsr  visited  New  'S'ork.  am!  that 
he  properly  (h'si'ribes  the  coast.  ISIock  Island  is  distinctly  a 
ti'ianiiular  island.  Then  he  wont  to  a  harboi'  in  the  main,  id(Mi- 
fitied  as  Newport  Ilarboi'.  The  naliAcs  who  ajijieari'd  in  the 
liarbor,  it  will  be  noticed,  had  some  thiity  small  boats 
(l)arcJti  ths).    The  woi-d  its(df  does  not  imlicate  the  maniu'r  of 
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their  cdiistnicl  inn,  l>ut,  at  N('\v[M)rt,  X'crra/.ano  savs  <lis- 

tiiictly  that  llicsc  luirclnlics  wcrt  hnllowcu  out  of  single  lous  (,f 
wood  ( ini  -sold  jiisht  ill  li  ijiiii).  The  iMilcli  rMiiinl  I  lie  iiaii\'<'s  iisiir.; 
the  saino  (if  boats  licic  in  I  he  early  liays,  thouv,h  \      li.n  k 

tanoe  was  also  cinjiloyrd.  Tlic  ohjcrj  ions  urucd  a_^ainsi  ihc  ;m 
thcnticity  of  tlio  \oya_u('  of  \'''rr;izano  iiavo  siin])ly  icsullcd  in 
fri'sh  invest  iual  ion  and  ilic  production  of  |»roofs  tliai  cstahlish 
beyond  (juestion  tin'  trutli  of  llie  narrative,  \\lii(di  is  supiilc- 
inented  by  a  Inni;  series  (d"  maps.  'I'lie  series  begins  with  ilic 
Map  of  A'errazano,  drawn  in  tlie  year  \7vl\),  by  IIi<'roninio  da 
Verrazano,  brother  of  the  navii^ator,  and  I  hi-  .Maijidhi  .Maj),  whirh 
also  represents  tlie  \"oyau(',  ui\inii'  parricidars  not  ui\'en  in  tlie 
narrative  of  N'ei  razano.  Tlie  Ma[»of  \'(  la-azano  is  now  ])resei  \  ('d 
in  tlie  museum  of  the  "  Propaganda  h'ide  at  Kom«',  and  forms 
a  wonderful  advanee  ui)on  the  Ptolemy  of  b')lo,  whirh,  afiei'  pass- 
ing Flori(bi,  is  vague,  and,  ii}M)n  the  wlnde,  quite  us(dess  as 
res])t'cts  our  ju'esent  puri>oso,  since  it  sliows  no  kno\\  !edge  id"  the 
bay  and  harbor  of  New  York,  and  calls  for  no  i)articular  notice 
here. 

It  lias  already  been  observed  that  mmdi  of  that  Avhich  is  want- 
ing in  the  letter  is  fui'uished  by  the  .Map  of  N'errazano,  nolic<'abIy 
the  shoals  of  ('ape  Cod.  The  map  was  consiructed  by  the  aid  of 
the  '"little  book,"  in  which,  as  A'eiaazano  told  Prancis  I.,  tln^re 
wei'o  many  particulars  of  the  Aoyage,  and  it  forms  tlu^  best  six- 
teenth centuiy  ma])  of  the  coast  now  known  to  be  extani  in  the 
original  form.  After  \'eia'azano  the  (hdineation  of  the  coast, 
as  a  whole,  gradually,  in  the  neglect  (d'  caitography.  liccamc 
nujre  and  more  cenaiiit.  culminating  in  the  monstrous  distortions 
of  ^lercator. 

On  the  Map  of  ^'eIi•azano  the  ('ape  of  I'loi-ida  is  most  unmis- 
taka.ble,  though,  Ity  an  error  in  folbev  ing  Ptolemy,  the  drafisnian 
placed  the  cape  nine  degrees  too  high,  thus  vitiatiim'  the  lati- 
tudes, also  failing  to  eliminate  the  error  before  reai  hing  ('a]ie 
Breton.  This,  however,  does  not  picvcait  us  from  recognizing 
the  leading  points  of  the  coast.    At  ('a[)e  "Olimpe"  we  sii-ike 
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Cape  Ilatleras,  and  lu-ar  "  Saiitanna  "  is  the  mouth  of  (,'lK'sa- 
pL-ako  liay.  "  I'alaiiisiiia,'"  a  (  (trniiit i<tii  iH'rha|is  of  I'ulhti-ichin 
marks  the  eiifraiK-c  Id  the  Dchiw  arc  "  Laimn'l  t  o,"  pii-;sibly 
lioiiirct,  afli'i-  the  ucnci-al  nl'  tliat  iiaiiu',  dist  inuiiishcs  w  hat  ap- 
parently was  inlciiilc'l  for  Sainly  Ildok;  while  '"San  (Jeriuano" 
and  "  La  \'ict()ria  '"  stand  on  t  he  Lowci'  liay  of  New  York.  \'erra- 
zano  did  not  know  eiiouuli  ahoui  the  ii\er  (d'  "the  steep  hills'" 
to  enable  him  to  .^i^■e  it  a  ]>roiinnm  ed  name,  tlion^h  in  after  tinu'S 
the  Ilndson,  as  we  shall  see,  was  railed  "  the  rivei'  of  the  moun- 
tains/' It  will  ln'  readily  reco^ni/ed  that  San  (  Jermano  is  a  name 
jiiven  out  of  eom]diment  to  his  ])atron  by  \'errazano.  as  it  recalls^ 
the  s]>lendiil  })alace  of  I'ram  is  I.  at^  St.  (icniKiiiir-rn-Jjii/.  If  cir- 
cumstances had  favored,  the  name  of  Francis  miL;lir  have  been 
allixed  to  a  great  French  metrojiolis  at  the  month  of  the  Hudson. 

The  iiitlnence  of  the  Verra/.ano  Map  upon  succeedinL;'  charts 
was  most  marke»l,  down  even  to  1(!10,  when  all  obsrurity  in 
regard  to  the  ])osition  of  the  Harbor  of  New  Yoi-k  had  i»asscd 
away.  The  same  is  true  of  ihe  exhibition  of  the  relation  of  New 
Yoi'k  Bay  to  Khode  Islaml  and  the  Island  of  Luisa.  The  influi-ncc 
of  Verra/ano  upon  the  (;!ol)e  of  \'l]>ius,  1512,  was  most  eniidiat ic,, 
as  will  be  noticed  later;  thouuh  it  is  to  be  remembereii  that 
Verrazano's  voyage  was  pictureil  on  the  Map  of  Maijolla  before 
the  \'erra/ano  Ma}!  was  drawn,  mttes  frcun  ^'errazano,  prcdiably 
out  of  the  •'  little  book  "  I  hat  he  mentions,  alToi  ding  the  recpiisite 
material.  \'errazano  e\  idently  furnished  an  abundance  of  names 
for  localities,  an<]  the  ^"arious  draftsmen  seem  to  have  exercised 
their  judgment  to  sonu'  extent  respcciing  their  use.  It  would, 
however,  j)ro\'e  \\'eaiis(uue  to  the  reader  to  perust^  any  minute 
Statenu'ut  (d'  the  contents  of  the  many  maps  that  indicate  the 
Bay  of  New  Voj-k;  since  neither  the  ant  lent  icity  nor  the  in- 
flueuce  of  the  voyage  of  ^'eT•razano  can  now  be  ((uesiioucd.  In 
directions  whei-e  it  \\as  ne\er  suspected,  the  letter  of  \'errazano 
to  r'rancis  I.  had  a  decided  intluemc,  as  will  be  noted  hei'eafter, 
though  attention  may  ai^ain  be  calliMl  to  the  fact  tliat  Ibirlow. 
in  his  voyage  to  North  Car«diua,  loSl,  used  the  letter  without 
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credit,  ai-ciir.linL:  to  ihr  ciisiinii  (if  ilit-  tiiin-;  wliili',  win'n  (Idsiii.li! 
visited  New  ICiiLilaiid,  in  KiOi',  lie  sailfd,  as  lacilly  arkn(i\\  liMl-,.i|, 
with  tin*-  letter  of  \'errazann,  translated   l»y  llakluyr,  as 
guide. 

The  .Maijnila  ^\:\\k  made  by  \'iscoiuil  i  jnl  |;i ,  a  w  i-l  1  k  iihwh 
eart(i.L;ra|dier  at  \'riiire.  in  ITii'T,  ei'  two  yeais  earlier  ihan  ihc 
N'erra/a m I  Map,  niaki-s  Sandy  llenk'  "•("aijo  ilc  S.  Maria."  nmii. 
tin^'  "San  ( 'H'l-nianu  "  fi-oin  dir  lUiy  of  New  York,  and  iixiiiu  a 
"  Caho  de  S,in  '  I'-riaano  sonth  of  tho  f  'ape  of  Mary.  In  ihc  hay 
is  plat-od  ••  A  nuo-alrnio,"  reroL^inzinu-  the  hirlhphico  df  I'raieis  I., 
calh'd  hy  honis  XII.  "  l.e  uros  .^iii'ron  d'Anuonh'Mn'-.*"  This  nnna- 
nii,!j,hr  also  Im-  a  i-ecoy nitiou  of  the  sister  of  I'rancis,  Mar.uiici  i i e 
of  An,u(inh"ine. 

Next,  liowe\'er,  the  reader's  atrention  niusi  ho  dii('ctc(l  lo  ihc 
voya^^e  of  I'st 11  rmiui'/..  who  foUoweil  X'ei'razaiio  in  \7y2~>.  This 
a<Iveiitnr!-i'  was  a  I'Mrtnunoso  in  tin-  sorvice  of  Spain.  W'liiio 
^'erraziuio  \\-as  ahi(i;id  on  his  \'oyauo,  (imiicz  attondod  the  nau- 
tieal  eonuress  at  Uadajos.  in  Spain,  when,  we  are-  told,  Sohasiian 
Cabot  A\'a<  preo'iit.  At  this  eoii-rovs  I'oiaiii;al  opposed  i  ho  plan 
presented  for  an  exjH-dirion  to  th'-  Indies,  licin;^-  very  jealous, 
as  usual,  of  Tho  po\\-er  of  Spain.  Tho  ditfi-renrcs  of  the  two 
power's  were  m-verr lado^s  reronrih-d,  and  the  kinu'  of  Spain, 
with  tho  aid.  of  se-\'eral  luerehanis.  titiod  mil  a  i-ara\'ol  and  put 
Cinniez  in  eoniniand,.  (loiiiez.  if  lio  did  not  stand  as  hiLiii  as  some 
men  of  his  time,  Wiis  ;i  muduai'or  of  oxperionoi-.    In  hi-  saih-d 

as  ehief  pilot  A\"ith  Mauollan.  but  ini/iirri-d  mm  h  odium  by  h-;iv- 
inu'  him  in  the  Straits  whicdi  now  bear  Mauellan's  nanio.  and  re- 
turninL;'  to  S])ain.  I'eter  Mar;yr.  who  -ives  an  af(?ount  of  th^' 
eonui-oss  at  IJadajos.  says:  "It  is  doci-ei-d  that  one  Stephanus 
(b)nu'/.,  himself  a  skillful  na\'i.L:ator.  shall  uo  anoili<-r  way.  wlwi-o- 
by,  bctweon  riaccn  laos  iinil  Florida,  lon^;-  sim-o  eiir  coiinf  rii-s.  h'- 
says  ho  \\-ill  iiml  out  a  way  to  t'ataia.  r)idy  on.-  ship,  a  carax-ol. 
is  furnish<-d  for  him,""  and,  the  elu-Diih-ler  fontinues.  "  ho  ^vilI 
have  no  other  thin^''  in  'diar^e  than  to  senrrh  out  wdieth'-r  ;tny 
passap'e  to  the  irreat  Than  from  amonu-  tla,-  various  windings  and 
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vast  coiiiitassiiiL;-  of  tliis  our  ocean  is  to  1h'  foiiinl."  (_)f  rlic  voy- 
■.i<j:{  -  out  from  Spain  few  jtai  t iculars  arc  now  available,  though  the 
account  of  the  return  was  penned  by  .Martyr  subse(|Ucnt  ly  to 
XoNcinbcr  l.*>,  \~t'2~>,  and  ]>r(»bably  before  tli<'  close  of  the  year. 
'I'he  \  (tya^o  was,  u[ion  the  w  iiole,  a  short  one.  ^Martyr,  however, 
says  that  he  returned  at  the  end  of  "  ton  months,"  while  Xavar- 
rete  states  that  he  sailed  in  I'ebrnary.  (!al\ano  tells  us  that, 
havinii  failed  to  obtain  the  comman<l  of  an  exjiedition  to  the 
.Moluccas,  he  went  en  the  coast  of  the  new  w<»rld  in  search  of  a 
jiassaL'.e  to  India,  obse]\'in^  that  '-the  Ivirl  Don  T'ernajuh)  do 
Andrada,  and  the  doctor  l^.(diram,  and  the  merchant  Christoiiher 
de  Sei-ro,  fui'nished  a  Lialleon  for  him,  and  he  went  from  Clroine, 
in  (lallicia,  to  the  Island  of  <"aba,  and  to  the  ('a]ie  of  Ilorida, 
sailinii'by  (hay  because  he  knew  not  the  iand."  (lalvano  tcdis  us, 
likewise,  that  he  ]>assed  the  lUiyof  Aii^ra  and  the  IJiver  I'^nseada, 
and  so  ''went  over  to  the  other  side,  reaching'  ('ape  Kazo  in 
Hi'  X."'  This  means  that  he  sailed  u\)  from  I'lorida  ]»ast  the  coast 
of  !>faine.  ^Iart\  r,  wi-itini;- after  th<' ret  urn  of  (Sonu-z,  indulges  in. 
a  sti'ain  of  ridicule,  and  says :  lb-,  neither  lindiuL;  the  Straiiiht, 
noi-  Cataia,  ^\•hi(  h  he  jn'omised,  returned  back  in  ten  n  ion  I  lis  after 
his  departure";  and  c(»ntinu(^s:  "1  always  tluni^ht  ami  su})- 
pos  'd  this  worthy  man's  fancit's  to  be  vain  and  frivolous.  Yet 
he  wanteil  not  for  sutTra!j,es  and  \oices  in  his  fa\  ()r  and  defense." 
Still,  Martyr  admits  that  "  he  found  pleasant  and  ]trorital»le 
countries  ai;i'eeable  \\it  h  our  j)ara  1 1  els  and  dei;rees  of  t  he  pol(\" 

The  Tiairalive  of  the  voyage  is  wantinu,  ami  ^^■e  are  left  to 
judne  of  some  of  tlu^  t la nsactions  on  our  coast  l)y  Martyr's  ac- 
count of  what  took  ]>lac(-  u]ton  the  retniai  of  (!omez  to  Spain. 
-Afartyr  tells  the  Pope  one  st(ny  that  he  considered  \-ery  lauuli- 
able,  saying':  ''In  ih.is  a(l\enture  your  Ibdiness  sliall  hear  a 
]>h'asant  and  conceited  puff  of  wind  arisinu',  able  to  excite 
lauij,hter.  This  Steidianus  ( lomez,  ha\inu-  obi  ained  none  of  those 
lliinus  whitdi  we  thmiLih*  h<'  would  tind,  lest  he  slioubl  return 
empty — contrary  to  laws  set  down  by  iis.  that  no  man  should 
olTer  violence  to  any  nation — loaded  his  shi])  with  ])eople  of  both 
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soxes,  taken  from  certain  innoi-ent,  ball'-naked  {ieo[)l(',  w  lio  liM  d 
in  huts  instead  of  houses.  And  when  he  came  into  tin-  harliur 
of  (Mania,  w  hence  lie  scl  sail,  a  certain  laan  liearitiu  of  1  ai  riN  ;d 
of  his  carav(d,  and  that  he  had  hroiii^ht  is-clii ros,  that  is  to  sa\-. 
slaves,  incpiii'lnu  no  fni-tlicr,  came  posl-inLi,  to  irs,  hrcal  hlc^s  aiiil 
panting-,  saying  t  hat  Sifplianus  .('lomc/.  hrniiuht  his  sliip  Inailr.l 
with  clo\(^s  and  piccioiis  stones,  an<l  thoiiLilit  thereby  to  ha\e 
received  some  ri(di  jiresent  or  re\\ar<l.  Tliev  who  l»elie\cd  this 
story,"  contiiim'S  Marlyi-,  "attentive  to  this  man's  foolish  and 
idle  rejtoi't,  weaiied  the  whole  court  with  exceedinu  ureat  ap- 
plause,  cutting;  the  werd  hy  apha-resis,  declaring  that  for  ('si'ltiro< 
he  had  brouLiht  chn  us  i  for  the  Spanish  tonuue  calls  slaves  c.s-c/^/cox, 
and  cloves  chiios)^  hut  aft<'r  tlie  t-ourt  understood  that  the  stoi-y 
was  transformed  from  cloves  to  slaves,  they  broke  out  in  ureal 
Iaui;liter,  to  the  shain<'  and  blushing  of  favorers,  who  shouieil 
for  joy."'  Maa  tyr  couhl  st-arc(  ly  recover  from  the  incident,  so 
keen  was  his  sense  of  ilie  hunu)r,  and  continues:  If  they  had 
learned  that  the  influence  of  the  heavens  (Muild  nowhere  be  in- 
fused into  terrestrial  matters,  |)re[)ared  (o  I'ei-eive  that  aromatic 
spirit,  save  from  tlu'  e([uinoxial  sun.  or  n<'Xt  unto  it,  thev  would 
have  know  11  that  in  the  space  (d'  tea  months,  in  A\hich  he  ]»er- 
formed  the  \  ()\au(>.  aromatic  (doves  could  not  be  found."  Thus 
it  nppeare(i  that  when  on  the  coast,  after  the  examide  of  Aylhui. 
he  loaded  his  shij)  with  Indians,  thou.uh  contrary  to  express  com- 
mands of  the  authorities  in  Spain. 

Tlie  results  of  the  \'oyauc  aloiii;'  tlu^  coast  from  Idorida  to  New- 
foundland are  indicated  on  the  Map  of  Kibeiro.  \7)'1\),  w  hich  rep- 
resents a  new  exphuatiou,  as  nothini:  seems  to  have  been  bor- 
rowe<l  from  either  tla^  voyage  of  \'errazano  or  from  the  voyaLres 
maih'  by  the  Port  umii'se.  with  the  exception  that  Kibeiro  used 
old  l'orluu,uese  majis  of  New  foundl.-Mid.  w  hich  was  the  cast^  with 
Verra/ano.  \\'e  must,  howe\er,  coidiiie  our  observati(ms  to 
thiiius  that  relate  to  this  immediate  reL:ion.  and  notice  w  hat  the 
accompanyinu'  m;i i)s  so  ful ly  exinl)i t ,  the  di !Tereuc<'  of  i he  del ine.i- 
tion  of  Samly  1  look  ami  kou'r  Island.   ( Mi  the  i;ilMMr(.>  .Majt  Samly 
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1  liMik  niqx'iirs  ;is  "  Cabo  (!<'  Arenas,"  tlie  Sandy  ("'a[>(',  exaij,,ucrate(l 
in  size,  Liuii;  Island  is  liardi  v  dist  inunislialdc,  as  tlic  coast 

line  runs  too  (dose  to  the  noi'tli.  Il  is  in<iitalcd  by  the  s(_'idi(»n  of 
the  coast  between  two  ri\cis,  ".AbMitana  \'ne,"  evidently  one 
(if  I  lie  id  I  Is  of  I.onu'  Island  t  liat  t  Iw  na\i^alor  now  views  from  tlie 
sea.  On  the  \'ei-razano  .Map  the  rei^iou  of  Sandy  Hook  is 
"l.aniuetto"  and  lai nua\i lla,"  wldle  Loni;-  Island  is  indicated 
as  a  part  of  tlie  niainlaml,  Ixarinu  tiie  names  of  "('al)o  de 
(Jlimpo"  and  "  Anuolesnn',"  the  Hay  of  "San  <lermano"'  lyini;' 
between.  Tlie  delineations  of  N'errazano  exhibit  his  short  stay 
and  hasty  dejiarlnre,  while  tin-  sni\(y  of  'loiiiez  must  have  oc- 
cn]tied  more  time,  at  least  around  Sandy  Hook'.  That  lliis  map 
resulted  from  the  voyage  of  (iomez  is  evident  fi-om  tlie  legend, 
w  hi(di  calls  the  land  "  Ticrra  ilc  H-sh  ran  d'aiiif  :  ;  w  hile  ea.^tw  urd, 
w  here  the  coast  of  Maine  is  delin<'ated,  is  the  "  A rci[>(dai.:,o  "  of 
ruiiiiez.  On  this  Map  of  IJilxdro  the  Lower  liay  of  New  York  is 
indicated  by  "  I!,  de  S.  Xpoai,"  with  se\eial  islands.  A  river 
apji'-ais  [x'tweeii  this  bay,  ,ui\'en  in  later  docnnienls  as  r>ay  of 
■*St.  ( 'liri|)stabel,""  and  koni;  Island,  but  the  name  of  the  river 
is  not  iii\'en.  " />.  ilc  N.  .I/0///0,"'  however,  is  i;iveii,  whi(  h  indi- 
cates the  l'pi)er  I'.ay  or  Harbor,  and  subse(ineiit ly  we  shall  see 
the  ri\-er  its<df  indicated  as  the  ri\cr  "San  Antonio,"  while  the 
place  of  Sandy  Hook  i)!  the  old  ('art oi;rapliy  will  be  fully  estab- 
lished and  identilied  with  ('ape  de  Arenas.  Kilteiro  e\idently 
iia<l  i»i-etty  full  notes  of  the  calculations  and  ol)Servat ions  of 
( loniez. 

As  the  reverential  old  navigators  were  often  in  the  habil  of 
markinu  their  progress  in  conneclion  with  pi-oniineiit  days  in  the 
calendar,  it  is  I'casonable  to  siip]M,se  that  the  IHu'son  was  dis- 
<•o^•ered  by  (loiuez  on  the  fesli\al  n{  St.  Anthony,  whiidi  falls  on 
January  17.  Xavarrete  indeed  says  that  he  left  S[)ain  in  I'(d»- 
ruary,  Itnt  the  accounts  ar(^  \\\i)VO  (tr  less  confusini;-.  If  Martyr, 
who  is  more  particular,  is  correct,  and  riomez  was  absent  "ten 
uionths."  he  must  liave  sailed  early  in  Decembtn'.  wlii(di  would 
have  broui;ht  him  to  our  coast  on  tlu'  festi\al  of  the  celelirated 
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Tlu'ban  leather.  At  this  tinio  tlx'  iiavi2,atnr  would  liavc  seen  ih,- 
country  at  its  worst.  I^vidcnt  1  y  he  iiiailc  no  cxtciKli'd  cxplnr.t- 
tion  of  the  river,  as  in  Jannary  it  is  ofieii  hiadcd  with  ice  aiiil 
snow. 

CJoniez  was  lauulied  at  by  the  cDurt  i(;i  s,  and  ha<l  no  disposii  jun 
to  return  to  llie  -Vnicrican  coasl.  The  h'^end  on  llic  .Map  uf 
liibeiro  }»r()(dailllin^■  liis  discoNcry — tliat  is,  t'xploi-al  inn  df  \\\>- 
coast — dctdared  tliat  liere  \V(  re  to  bo  found  "  many  ti'ccs  aiid 
fruits  sindlar  to  those  in  Spain,"  Imt  Martyr  contompi  iionsl_\ 
exchiinis,  \\'hat  need  ha.\-e  we  of  those  things  (liat  arc  coinnion 
to  all  the  pco|)l('  of  lairojH'?  To  tiie  Routli!  to  the  Soutlil"  ho 
ejaculates,  "for  the  ureat  and  exi-eedin^'  I'iihes  of  the  r](|ni- 
nuxial,"  adding',  " 'ldie\'  tliat  se(d;  ri(dies  must  not  i^o  to  the  cold 
and  froz<'n  North."  (5ems,  s[)i<'es,  and  ,u<dd  were  th<'  thinu's 
coveted  by  Spain,  and  our  temperate  renion.  ^\'ith  its  blusterin;;' 
winters,  did  not  attract  natures  accust(uned  to  soft  Andalusian 
air. 

After  the  voyage  of  Oomez,  which,  failing'  to  find  a  route  to 
the  Indies,  excited  ridicule,  there  is  nothiuij,  of  special  interest 
to  emphasize  in  this  conneciiou  until  lo:!!.  Tu  [ho  meanwhile, 
the  Enulish  were  active,  and  in  lo-JT  two  ships,  commanded  b\ 
Captain  John  Kut,  were  in  American  wat(M-s.  It  has  been  (daimed 
that  he  saile(l  the  (Mitire  coast,  often  semlin^-  men  on  land  "  to 
searcdi  the  state  of  these  uidvUown  rc\i4ions,"  and  it  has  been 
airii-med  that  this  is  "the  first  occasioji  of  whi(h  we  are  <lis- 
tinctly  informe(l  that  I'^nulishmen  landed  on  the  coast."  Also 
that,  "  after  Cabot,  this  w  as  t  he  second  I'^ni^lish  ex]»<'dition  w  hii  h 
saibnl  aloni;-  the  entire  east  coa.st  of  the  I'nited  States,  as  far 
South  Car(dina."  <  Jian.tiTiu.  howe\-er,  that  the  eX[>editioii  of  Km 
actually  extended  down  the  Aniericai;  coasr,  there  is  no  proof 
that  he  <j:i\\e  any  attention  to  I  he  local  ity  of  t  he  Hudson. 

^^'e  turn  now  to  the  accdunt  id'  oui-  ])articular  locality,  as  ^■iven 
by  OviimIo  in  ITi'M,  who  wi-oie  an  account  of  the  coast  base'' 
larfi'ely  u]ion  the  Ma p  of  A lon/.o  Clia\'es.  Tt  apj-x^ii-s  that,  in  I""''' 
Charles  A',  ordered  that  the  olhcial  charts  slioukl  '"be  examined 
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aii'l  corroeted  by  oxix'ricnccd  men,  apiioiiitcd  for  that  purpose." 
Actinu'  uiKlcr  thoir  iii'^t nictioiis,  Aloiizo  <Mia\os  drew  n\>  a  rhart, 
ciiiltodyiiii;'  tlio  iuf(n-iiiat ion  that  he  had  been  al)h'  to  colU'et  I'mni 
maps  and  narratives.  It  is  evident  tliat  he  had  notes  of  the  voy- 
;me  of  (ioniez,  and  tliat  he  used  tlie  Rii»eiro  Map,  hut  he  had  no 
iiiforniat  ion  alxuit  tlie  \-o_\ai;e  of  ^^■^razano  or  thai  of  ('arliei'  in 
His  delineation  of  the  coast  henan  in  tlie  I'.ay  of  .Mexico, 
and  extended  t(t  ^^M\foundhuHh  (»\ie(hi,  in  liis  "  Hisioi-y  of  the 
Indies,"  used  this  nia]i,  and  th'scril>es  the  t'oasi  by  its  aid.  The 
.Map  of  ( 'ha\'es  (h)es  nj)t  appear  to  be  accessibh',  but  its  American 
feat  nres  have  been  reconstruci  ed  from  the  (h'script  ions  of  <  )viedo, 
distances  beinij,'  exactly  preserved.  I'^rom  the  ('a]>e  of  IMorida, 
Oviedo  moves  northward  in  his  descriptions,  which  are  distinctly 
rec()j;iiizable.  "  Cabo  de  Sand  dohan  "  stands  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Chesapeake,  an<l  fr(uu  this  idac(>  "  Cabo  de  los  .\renas"  is 
thirty  leauues  to  the  nort  h-n(  ut  heast.  'idie  latter  cape  is  in 
.'IS'^  20'  X.  r''rom  "Arenas"  the  coast  lams  Ihirly  h'atiues  to 
"Cabo  de  Santiago."  -whiih  is  o!) '  2<»'  N.  On  this  nuip  Sandy 
Hook  ap])ears  as  Cai)e  Santi;tgo,  but  u(Mierally  the  name  of 
"Arenas,"  the  Sandy  Cape,  is  allixe(l  \i<  the  l[<M)k.  Oviedo,  071 
reacdiing  the  end  of  Sandy  I  look,  ])roceeds  to  give  an  unmis- 
takable (bdineation  of  the  ]?ay  and  Ilarltor  of  New  York,  and  of 
the  river  \\hi(di  is  now  known  as  the  Hudson.  "Thence,"  con- 
tinues O\iedo.  witli  his  eye  on  the  Ma])  of  Chaves,  "the  coast 
turns  southwest  twenty  b'agues  to  the  I'.ay  of  Samd  Christ(d)al, 
which  is  in  '.V.)  \  passes  said  bay,  and  goes  thirty  leagues  to  Kio 
de  Saiict  Antonio,  mu-th  and  south  with  the  bottom  of  this  bay; 
and  the  "  Kio  de  Sanct  Antonio  "  is  in  41  ~  X."  Dr.  Kolil  .says  that 
"it  is  impossible  to  gi\'e  a  more  accurate  description  oT  Hudson 
l>'i\'er,"  but  this  is  not  ipiite  t  rue.  It  w  as  an  exc(dleiit  desrript  ion 
for  that  ])eriod,  consideri ul;  tie-  material  at  liand;  yet  ii  must  Ix^ 
remembered  that  all  thedisiauces  are  given  as  geiu'ral  estimates 
on  tlie  decimal  system.  I'.esides,  the  Map  of  Chaves,  like  all  the 
niai)S,  was  drawn  on  a  small  scale,  and  Sandy  Hook  and  the 
Lower  I'.ay  ai'e  both  exaggerated,  as  (ui  the  ^fap  of  Kil»eiT'o,  w  hich 


330  Till';  KMiTUi-:  stati:  i.\  Tiiiti:i:  cKNTfuiKs. 

will  be  st'Oii  l)y  a  (•nmparisdii  of  tin'  I  wo  uiajis,  placed  ^silll•      sid.  , 
t(»  facilitate  in\'t'St  i^al  ion.    I'.otli  llihcii'o  ami  ('ha\cs  luul  cii-ii 
lU'oiis  lucasurt'iiicnts  of  disl a iic-s,  and   made  tlic  LoNvcp 
(jiiitc  a  lai'^c  ;;iilf,  w  liilt-  tlic  laiiludc  of     L'io  Sancf  Aiilonio  "  i> 
placed  one  dei;i'ee  too  liiu,)!.    Kilieiro,  ligwever,  ua\('  the  llo(ll^  ii^ 
ri<4lit  nanus  "Arenas."    The  .si/,o  of  the  Iloolc  is  exau^ci-a  I  ed 
the  ]Maij(dla  Map.  1."i27.  tlionL;h  not  on   the  ^'el■^a/.,■l  no, 
These  thini^s  show  freed  land  diawini:  on  the  ]»ai-t  of  ma  p  ma 
and  defective  rnle-of-t  hnnd)  nieasnrenients  by  the  naN  iualoi-,  w  li.i 
probably  viewed  the  waters  ludnnd  the  lloidc  when  \'ei!i'd  in 
mist,  failing'  to  test  his  own  estimates. 

Oviedo  says  that  "from  tlie  Kio  d(^  Sanct  Antonio  the  coiisl 
runs  northeast  (.r  -''enrlh  east  forty  leai;iH's  to  a  jtoint  fpimhtl. 
that  on  the  ^\■estern  side  it  has  a  river  called  the  r.iiena  .Madie. 
and  on  the  easteiai  part,  in  front  of  file  Umh  )  the  point,  is  the 
Bay  of  Sanct  Johan  l!a|»tista.  wlii<di  [toint  (junifa)  is  in  41 
X/';  or,  rather,  coi-rectini^'  the  error  of  one  de^r<'e,  in  lt>  '  ."><)'  X. 
This  i)oint  is  .Montank  I'oinl,  l.oni^  Island  beini:  taken  as  a  ]iart 
of  tlie  main.  The  Thames  Ki\er  in  ("onneciicnl  answeis  to  ihe 
Iviver  of  the  (lood  Mothei-,  and  the  P.ay  of  .lohn  Uaplist  is  evi- 
dently the  NarT'aiiansett.  ()\iedo  then  u'oes  on  to  the  i-e.uion  of 
Cape  Cod,  ^•M•vin^  from  the  general  nsauf,  and  callinu  ii 
"  Arrecifes,"  or  the  Keef  Cajx',  inst<*ad  of  "  Cabo  d«'  r.axos," 
■\vli!(di  si^nilies  substa  id  ia  1  ly  the  same  tliinu:  rmlei'  the  cii-ciim- 
staiices,  the  descri]ilion  of  Lohl;  Island  is  remarkably  exact,  as 
its  shore  trends  northward  almost  exactly  h.ilf  a  deuree  in  run- 
mng;  to  ^NTontaiik  Point.  What,  tlu  refore.  lies  on  eithei-  side  ol 
the  Iviver  San  Antonio  hxes  beyond  (|nestion  the  locality  nf  tlie 
Hudson,  and  [)ro\"es  that  it  was  clearly  known  from  the  time  of 
Coniez  to  15o7. 

The  next  naviuator  whose  worlc  touched  our  part  of  the  coast 
was  Jehan  oi- dean  Allefonsce.  w  ho,  in  lopj,  cane-  to  ('amnla  as 
pilot  of  TJoberval.  and  gained  consiilerable  knowledge  of  the 
North  Atlantic  shores.  This  hardy  sailor  was  a  native  of  Saii'- 
tou^e,  a  village  of  C((^n;ic,  l^rance.    After  f(dlowinL;  the  sea  foi- 
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a  prridd  of  moi'c  than  fortv  years,  and  ('scai)in,u-  many  ilan.ucrs, 
III'  tinalh'  rccciNCMl  a  nioilal  wmiiid  wliilc  cn^aurd  in  a  naval 
batMc  in  tlio  ha.fbi)r  of  Koclicllc.  .Aldin  Saint-*  iciais  w  T'otc  a 
siiiincl  in  his  honor  dnrinLi,  the  year  U  can  lianlly  Ix' 

iioidttcd  that  Allcfonsco  hims.'lf  ran  (hiwn  tlic  coast  in  one  of 
I  he  shifts  of  i;ob{'rv;il,  prohahly  w  licn  ret  unnnn  to  h^i  anco. 

\\'ith  the  aid  of  I'aulin  Srcahnt  he  wrote  a  cosniocii'aphical 
(h'script ion,  A\dni'Ii  iiudndid  (  'anada  and  I  ho  West  Indies,  with 
ilio  .Vmoricau  coast.  A'oiw  n-conndzahh'  descriptions  are  ^ivcn 
as  far  down  as  Cape  Cod  and  iho  islands  to  tlie  sonthwai-d.  Tlio 
inanns(']-ipt  also  ])ossesses  interest  in  connection  with  the  region 
of  the  Ifndson,  thou.uh  fai'tlier  sonth  the  descrij»tion  becomes  still 
more  availaJde. 

Allefonsco,  after  disposinii.'  of  the  region  of  New  En<:;land,  turns 
southward,  and  says:  "  I'^rom  the  Xoi-ombei;a  TJiver  " — that  is, 
the  Penobscot — "the  coast  runs  west-snuthwest  about  two  hun- 
dred aiul  hfty  leagues  to  a  lar.^e  bay  fdnsc)  runninu  inland  about 
twenty  leaj^ues,  and  about  twenty-inne  leagues  wide.  In  this 
bay  there  are  four  islamls  (dose  together.  The  entrance  to  the 
bay  is  by  38-  X.,  and  the  said  islands  lie  in  :\U'  30'  N.  'i'he  source 
of  this  bay  has  not  been  exploi-ed,  and  1  d(t  not  know  whether 
it  extends  further  on.  .  .  .  The  w  hole  coast  is  t  hi(d;ly  popu- 
lated, but  I  had  no  intercoui'se  wit  h  them."   Cont  inn iui^',  he  says  : 

I'roni  this  bay  the  coast  lairis  west-nort ln\'est  alxuit  fr»rty-six 
leaiLiues.  Here  you  come  upeii  a  ,!j,reat  fi'esh-water  i-i\'ei',  and  at 
its  entrance  is  a  saml  island."  \^'hat  is  more,  he  adds:  "  vSaid 
island  is  in  .30=  40'  X." 

Allefonsce  also  says  that.  "  I'roni  this  ri\-er  the  coast  runs 
northeast  by  southwest,  veeiini:  one-fonrth  east  a)id  ivest  sixty 
leagues;  here  a  cajX'  arises  sti-et(  hing  sonu'  lifty-six  h-agnes  into 
the  sea.  Said  ca])e  is  in  3(;'  X.,  wvy  high  and  presenting  a  bold 
white  clilT  ( fulhtisc  hlii iirhr ) ."  ITeic  we  I'eacdi  Delavx  ai-e  r>ay, 
where  the  ^\  hite  (ditT  is  a  unj  iceable  object,  h^roni  the  descript  ion 
of  Allebuisce,  it  is  evident  that  the  "  gr<'at  fi-esh-wafer  river"  is 
Xhv  Ilndscui,  described  five  years  before  by  Oviedo.  out  of  the 
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]Map  of  Cli;n  ('s,  as  tlio  Kivcr  of  St.  Antlioiiv,  w  liilo  the  island  uf 
saiul  "  was  Sandy  Hook.  II  is  to  he  roi^ici  KmI  tli;il  the  oiiilin,- 
maps  rontainod  in  the  manuscript  of  Alh'fnnsco  arc  too  rude  (,, 
tliTow  any  liulil  )i|ion  l  he  i^ci )^ra pliy  n(  i  his  |»arl  iciihai"  region. 

Turning  from  the  mannscrlpl  (d'  Allid'onM-c  to  i  lie  printed  ens 
iiio^i-a[diy,  \\'e  <l!sc(»\cr  lhat  I  he  hitt<'r  is  only  an  a  iMiducnicnl , 
it  beiiii;'  sim])ly  said  lhat  a  ft  <'r  h  a  \'i  ii;^  Noroinhcua  t  lie  coast  t  it  rr.s 
to  the  sonlh-soni  hea^t  to  a  cape  \\  hi(d(  is  hi^h  land  and  has  a 
great  island  and  three  or  four  small  isles.  New  York  and  the 
entire  coast  south  have  no  mi'iilioi,.  The  nianuscri[)t,  howcNcr, 
suftices  for  our  jturpose  and  ])i  o\-es  I  hat  t  he  coast  was  widl  k  now  n. 

It  Would  be  instru(  ti\('  in  this  coTinection  to  enter  upon  an  ex- 
amination of  llie  maps  and  ^lolx'S  of  the  [XMaod  from  N'i'rrazaiin 
down  to  the  "  I'^iiiUi-al  ive  Map"  of  Kill,  when  Sandx'  Ilook  aji- 
pears  as  "Sand  I'nni."  It  will  not  lie  possible,  lio\\e\-er,  to  do 
more  now  than  to  indicate  the  fact,  that,  out  of  a  series  of 
delineations  nnmb"iinu  more  than  forty,  no  less  than  twenty- 
three  desc-ribe  the  sandy  (diaracter  of  the  cape,  while  "  r>axos," 
the  Cajie  of  the  S'aoals,  is  the  term  Licnerally  applied  to 
Cape  Cod;  showinu  thai  the  navi^aloi's  were  W(dl  actpiaiiited 
with  the  position  and  chai-acter  id'  these  two  vei-y  marked  head 
lands.  The  (Jlobe  t>\'  \'!piiis,  however,  deser\es  mention  at  this 
poini,  bein,!j,  of  the  date  id'  l.")lL',  and  sliowiiiL:,  the  exploration  of 
\\'rrazano.  The  P.ay  of  Xew  York,  as  the  (inlf  of  St.  (iermaine. 
foi'ins  a  recognition  of  I'rancis  I. 

Iveaidn  UL!,'  1  ~)~>'2,  w  e  ha  ve  the  t  est  iniony  of  the  Spanish  hist  orian 
L(»pez  de  (Jomara,  who  describes  the  coast,  b<-L;i ninni';  at  Xew- 
foiindland,  and  ])i'ocee(linL;  soul  hward,  makinu  t  h<'  distance  eiuld 
lmndre<l  and  sexcnry  leaum-s  to  the  Cajie  of  ITorida.  lie  says, 
from  Ivio  ^^)ndo to  "  llio  de  los  rianms,"  the  Stai;  l>i\'er,  are 
seventy  leagues,  and  i  hence  to  "  ( 'abo  Santa  Mai'ia,"  fifty  leaum'^- 
with  f(U"ty  moi'e  to  "('abo  ]^>ajo"  ir.axos)  or  Ca]ie  ( 'od :  and 
"thence  t(»  Tlio  San  Anton  [Antonio]  they  reckon  more  than  a 
liiiiidred  leai^ues,"  ^^■hile  ''from  the  Kio  San  Anton  are  eiuhty 
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ItML^ncs  aloiiu'  tli('  slioi'c  of  u  uulf  Id  Calti)  Arenas  [Sandy 
i  look  J,  wliich  is  in  nearly  3!)  X.'" 

It  is  also  \\di-tliy  of  notice  in  tliis  connection,  that,  j»rior  to 
I.MIL',  the  i'ren<'li  liad  \isite(l  this  I'ci^ion;  as  llihault  writes  in 
that  y<'ar  tliat  tlicy  nndt-rloolv  to  'j^n  northward  from  Idorida 
"and  view  tlie  c<iast  \iitil  xi,  de^rei's  of  the  (denatioii,"  where 
"  oiir  i)ih)ts  and  some  otln'rs"  liad  heen  before.  There  are  no 
{>art  icnlars.  liow  ('\-cr,  to  be  (ditaiinMl  in  i  (»nne(  l i.tn  w  itli  these 
visits  of  t  he  I'reiudl. 

it  lias  been  already  statcil  that  it  would  l)e  imiyossible  to 
say  when  the  lirst  iMiulishman  visited  this  reiiion;  yet  iti 
the  year  1  oCiT-'lIS  e\  idence  j^oes  to  prove  that  one  l)avid  Inmam, 
an  En,L',l ishman,  set  ashore  with  a  nnnd)er  id'  conipanions  in  the 
r.ay  of  .Mexico,  jonrif  yed  on  foot  aci-oss  the  country  to  the  Kiver 
St.  John,  New  ]5iainswi(d<,  and  sailed  I  hence  for  I'rance.  Possibly 
he  was  h,il  f  c]  :iz"<l  by  his  sufferings,  yet  t  hei  i'  can  be  little  doubt 
that  111'  crossed  the  eontinetit  and  passod  throiiuh  the  State  of 
New  \'ork,  tra\<diiii4  on  the  Indian  [latlis  and  crossing;  many 
broad  rivers.  If  the  story  is  true,  Inufam  is  the  tirst  En.ulishman 
known  to  ha\('  \  isited  these  parts. 

In  April,  ]~tS:],  ('aiplain  ('arlih-  wfote  out  [irojiositions  for  a 
voyage  "to  the  latiuide  of  foiaie  (b'urees  or  l  hereabouts,  of  that 
hitherniost  part  (d' A merica,"  a nd,  in  ir)S;>,  Sir  1 1 umplirey  ( I i  1  bert 
had  this  region  under  coirsidi-rat  ion,  llaklu\l  (diser\inu'  t  h(^ 
margin  td'  his  "  IMvcrs  \'oyaues  "  that  'his  was  "  the  Counlrey  of 
Sir  II.  (i.  royauc"  IIa\s  says  iu  his  acc(Uiid  of  the  l•e^ion,  that 
"  <  lod  hat  h  reser\  ('d  1  he  same  to  be  reduced  iinl o  (  dirisi  ia n  civility 
by  the  I'aiLdish  luilion":  and,  also,  that  "(lod  will  raise  him  up 
an,  i nst  rnmeiil  to  effect  t  he  same.'"  .\  1 1  t  h is  is  vei'y  i n tei  est  iuLi,  in 
(•onne(dion  with  h^nulish  tdaiius  and  enleri)rise.  In  the  sam<^  year 
the  I'riUK  h  were  a(  tive  on  tho  coast,  and  ono  Stephen  r.ollin^er, 
of  I{on<'n,  sailed  to  ("ape  lircton,  and  thence  coasted  south- 
westerly six  hundr"d  miles  "  and  had  trali<|ue  with  the  jx-oplc  in 
tenne  or  tweh'e  ]»laces."  Thus  the  I'rem  h  were  moviu^  from 
botli  the  noi'fh  and  the  south  toward  this  central  region;  but 
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■\vc  con  not  say  how  fai-  soutli  I'.cllinucr  aciually  caiiic,  as  iIk-ic 
is  nothing;  to  iiidicaic  liis  mod*-  of  coinijiitatioii.  It  is  iiol  inipio!). 
able  tliat  he  laicw  and  profited  liv  I  lie  i-icli  t'ni-  trad.'  of  ihc 
1  Indson. 

In  Kiinstnian's  "Atlas"  ilicrc  is  a.niaii  hearing-  date  of  ]:)W2. 
in  wliicli  Sandy  Ilo(d<  is  rf[)i('S(  iiicd  as  "('.  do  las  Aicnas."  li 
was  tlio  woi'k  of  au  l^iiLilislinia n,  as  the  inscription  reads. 
"Thomas  Hood  made  this  jdaile,  l.-.'.t^."  This  may  he  tlie  I'esiill 
of  some  visit  made  to  the  Hudson  at  this  period  hy  the  I^iiL^livh 
colonists  of  A^iruinia. 

In  150S  and  tliei-eabont,  we  find  it  asserted  tliat  the  Hnlcli 
wci'e  upon  the  uroiind,  for,  in  i  lie  ye  ar  1114  t,  the  commit  lee  o|'  the 
l')utch  ^^'est  India  ('om}>any,  known  as  the  (ienei-al  I'.oaid  of 
Accounts,  to  whom  numerous  documents  and  i»a]>ers  had  I»een 
intrusted,  made  a  leuuthy  rej^ort,  \\hi(  li  they  Ix'^in  as  fidlows: 
"New  Xetherlaiid,  -situated  in  America,  between  I^n^lish  \'ir- 
li'inia  and  New  ]']n^land.  extending  from  the  Soutli  [Dcdaware] 
IJiver,  lyini;-  in  31!  decrees  to  ('apt-  .Malabar,  in  the  latitude  td'  11.' 
(le^rees,  was  first  fre((uented  b.A'  tlie  iidiabitants  of  this  country  in 
the  year  loUS,  an<l  especially  by  those  of  1  he  ( !reenlau<l  ( 'ompauy, 
but  without  malduu-  any  tixed  settleim-nts.  oidy  as  a  shelter  in 
winter.  whitdi  they  built  on  the  North  [Hudson]  ami  the 

Sout  h  [1  )ela  ware]  ri  \'ers  i  here  I  wo  little  fort  s  a-ainst  the  at  t  ad;  s 
(if  Ihe  Indians."  Mr.  r.rodhead  says  that  the  statement  "needs 
contirmation."  Still  it  is  somewhat  hard  to  understand  ^\  hy  a 
statemi'Ut  of  this  kind  cominu  from  su(di  a  body  should  require 
confirnia t  ioti ;  for  the  committee  had  no  reasiui  for  misstating  the 
facts,  and  oiL'^ht  t(!  ha\'e  been  r.ccurately  informed.  Yet  if  coulii'- 
niation  is  insist(^d  upon,  we  are  })repared  to  L^ive  it,  smdi  as  it  is, 
from  ail  l%m;lis]i,  and.  in  fact,  an  unexpected  sourc<\  ( )ur  aut  hor- 
ity  is  no  less  a  persomiiie  ihan  (lox-ernor  Bradford,  of  riymoulh 
Colony,  whose  oHit'e  and  iiKdinations  h'd  him  to  (dialleiiLie  all 
unfonndt'd  claims  that  mi,Liht  be  put  forth  Ity  the  l)ut(di.  Never- 
thok'ss,  writinu'  to  Sir  Ferdinaudo  Oor^-es,  the  father  of  New 
Enj2,land  colonization,  who  lik«'wise  was  hostile  to  the  preien- 
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sidiis  (if  tlic  nutcli,  I'.rndfoid  says,  iiiidi  r  dale  of  -June  !.">,  Kil'T, 
that  the  Diitrli  on  the  Iludsoii  "lia\('  used  iradiiiL;  tlid-c  tiiis 
six-  t)i'  si'Vcn-and-t U'cnty  years,  liiit  lia\'e  liei;iiii  In  plant  of  later 
liiiio,  and  now  lia\'e  re<lui-od  liioir  (i-adc  to  some  oi-dn-.""  r.ra<l- 
ford  liveil  in  Ilcdiaiid  in  KidS,  and  had  ahniKhinl  o]ii>ort  unit  i<'S 
for  kiiow'inu'  e\"ei-yl  h  in,!;-  i-chi-liiiu-  to  iMiit  li  cnlorprise.  it  is  poi"- 
fcctly  well  known  that  the  I'lynionih  colonists  of  KilM)  inlemlod 
to  settle  al  the  1 1  ndson,  though  ciri  nnista  nces  dii-ectcd  Ihoni  to 
the  spot  ]M)inled  onl  hy  l)"rnier  in  Kil!),  when  in  the  ser\ice  of 
(ior^es.  Thns,  altont  seNentoon  yars  hd'oro  the  committee  of 
1(14  4  reported,  (loverintr  Tliadford,  an  nnwillinu,  Init  every  way 
(•(»]n[K'tent  and  candid,  witness,  cai-i-ie<l  liack  the  Hntidi  occn- 
pancy,  nn(hT  the  ( irccnland  ('onuiany,  to  t  ho  year  KiOO.  I'.esides, 
on  the  Eniilish  ma])  of  the  voy.lue  of  Linscliotcn,  I.jDS,  thei-e  is  a 
dotted  trail  fi-om  the  latitnde  of  the  Ilndson,  -10  '  X.,  to  tin'  SI. 
Lawreiico,  showinu  that  the  i-(nit('  wais  (Uie  known  and  traveled 
at  tliat  time.  It  "\  i(hait,  from  a  \'ariety  of  considei-ations,  that 
both  the  ])ntch  and  I'rcndi  resorted  to  the  Ilndson  at  this  period 
to  euiiui^c  in  tho  trade.  Linsi  hoten  was  oiu'  of  the  best  infoianed 
of  Dnteh  writers,  and  probably  imderstood  the  si^iiiticance  of  tin' 
rejiresentat ion  n[»on  his  iiiaj).  The  probability  is  that  this  rente 
was  ];nown  a  lon^  time  ixd'tU',',  and  that  it  may  be  iinlicated  by 
Carlier,  who,  when  in  Canada,  loi'.f.  was  t<dd  of  a  route,  l)y  the 
way  of  the  ivivcr  Kich(dion,  to  a  country  a  imnit  h's  d  is  lame  south- 
A\ard,  su])pos(Ml  to  produce  ciiina.nion  and  idoNcs,  wlTndi  ("artier 
thoU!:iht  the  route  to  Florida.  ("ham[»lain,  wi-itiiii;  in  ('anada, 
says  that,  in  the  yea.r  pre\ ions,  certain  I''rench  who  li\-ed  on  the 
Ilndson  were  taken  prisoners  when  out  on  an  exiieditimi  against 
t  he  nor t  hern  I  ml  ia  iis,  and  w  ere  libera t e(l,  (ui  I  he  i;i'ound  that  t  he_\' 
Were  friemls  of  th'-  l'ren(h  in  Canada.  This  aurees  with  tin' 
repoi-r  of  the  I.abadisis,  who  tan^'ht  that  a  i'remdi  child,  Jean 
^'i^ne,  was  b(irn  here  in  \i>]\.  I-!\idently  the  I'remdi  had  been 
on  the  ;^i-ound  in  force  for  some  yeai's,  .and  were  able  to  make 
expeditions  auainst  the  savages.  A'ei-y  lik(dy  the  l'ren(di  were 
here  <]uite  as  early  as  the  I bdhunh'rs. 
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Tlu'i'r  serins  Id  be,  Iiowcnci',  aiiotlici*  curious  jmccc  of  con li nii;;. 
lion,  wllicll  collies  t'ldlll  the  w  I'i  I  i  u  L^S  of  llie  celehra  t  et]  I'.lih.r 
Isaac  Jozies,  who  was  in  New  AnisleiMiaiii  (Iiu'iiil;  the  ve.n-  Hiic, 
III  a  letter  written  on  Aiii^iisl  .'),  of  that  vear,  lie  says  ihai  ih<' 
l)iitch  were  here  alM)ni  lifty  years  In-fore,  whih'  llu's  lle^aIl  lo 
set t  le  periiia  iieiii  ly  only  ahon i  "  f  weiity  years  since.  The  la 1 1  er 
sfatenient  is  siiiViciein  ly  cm  reel,  as  Kill;!  was  the  yeai-  when  a 
[lernianeiit  colony  \\  as  esialtlished  by  the  I  Milch.  Tlie  foi  nn  i- 
statement  carries  us  back  to  the  dale  of  the  ( irt'ciila nd  ("oni- 
jia  ny." 

It  is  also  interesting-  to  note  that  the  "  Keiiioiist ra nee,"  desci-ib- 
iiii;  the  occiipat  ion  of  the  coiiinry  by  tic  1  Milch,  says:  "  ICasi  of 
the  North  Ki\er,  l.'eLiinnini;-  al  <'a|ie  Cod,  named  in  1C)(M)  ]»y  our 
own  people  New  Holhiiid  I  w  hereof  also  possession  was  taken,  if 
^^■e  are  correctly  informed,  by  tiie  ert'ctioii  of  tlieir  Ili,uh  .Mii^hli- 
uesses'  arms),  down  to  wilhin  six  leamies  of  the  North  i;i\er." 
This  auain  recoiiui/es  the  l)Miili  as  here  in  the  year  L;i\cn  by 
liradford. 

So  far  as  present  e\idetice  ^oes,  it  is  pi'i'hajis  minecessary  to 
say  anythinu'  more  in  \  indicatioii  of  the  stalemeiit  of  the  l)uich 
('oniiiiittee  of  1(>!4.  idaimiiiu'  that  represenlal  i\'es  of  tliv  (Ireeii- 
laiid  ('omjiany  wiiilercil  iiei-e  in  l.ll^S.  Ne\ crl  Indess,  as  a  malter 
of  interest,  atid  t(»  show  how  well  the  Hudson  was  known  at  this 
time  by  l>otli  ])iilcl;  and  r]nulisii,  \\e  may  ([tiote  from  the  l^iiulish 
translation  of  the  iMiich  naiTati\e  of  l.inschoieii,  which  clearly 
describes  the  coast.  He  says:  '"There  is  a  coiiutrey  under  II 
decrees  and  a  halfe,  called  I'laccalaos,  takiiii;'  the  name  of  some 
kind  of  fishes,  which  therea bi ni I s  ai-e  so  abundant  thai  ihey  let 
the  shi]>p<'s  from  ^ailinu."  This  is  an  old  siory  tidd  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Calxds.  ronlinuinu-.  he  says:  "This  count  r\'  "f 
IJaccalaos  reachelh  nine  hundred  miles,  that  is,  from  the  Cape  de 
Baccalaos  [^Caite  IJace]  to  I'lorida,  whi(di  is  accounieil  in  this 
s^ort; that  is.  the  nine  hund:-e(T  miles  are  dix  ided  as  fidlows: 
"  From  the  point  of  Haccalaos  to  the  bay  of  I  he  river  are  7'^  inih's: 
from  the  bay  of  the  river  to  tlie  I^ay  de  las  Islas,  70.  miles;  fr(uu 
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ilifiR-c  tit  I'undd,  7(1  iiiilrs;  from  lliciicc  to  ('alxi  TJaxo  [("ape 
("lid],  ItIO  miles;  and  auaiii  In  llic  i'i\'rr  of  Saint  Aiilliony,  100 
miles;  from  thence  to  tlie  farlliesi  eajie,  ISO  miles;  and  a^aiii 
to  t  lie  CaiH'  Sa  i  n(  10 1  en  a,  110  m  i  !es ;  and  from  Sa  in  t  lOlena  to  tlio 
jiovnt  olM'ananeall  llie  KeedlKdvo,  100  miles;  thence  lu  l"l(iri<la, 
10  mih's;  \\'lii(di  in  all  is  !)00  miles." 

'i'hese  distances  ai'e  iii\cn  apin  nx i ma  t (d  \ ,  of  course,  hein^'  on 
the  decimal  system,  but  they  disiinctly  niarlc  the  jiiinci]ial  di\i- 
sions  of  the  coast ,  and  lix  the  fact  beyond  (|  uesi  ion  thai  the  11  nd- 
son  was  pei-fectly  \\(dl  known  .May,  who  followed  llmlson  in 
Kill-lL*,  ^vas  under  orders  to  lind  a  }iassai;e  to  (Miina  l)y  the 
nortliwesr,  and  a,t  last  cann'  to  tlie  Ihnlson  because,  like  liis  [)]'e- 
dccessor,  he  failed  on  the  noi'llieasi  and  had  nolhinp,'  els<'  to  do. 

On  the  i;cnei-al  subject  it  ma\  be  said  ihat  tin'  ix'cord  of  the 
"  (ir<'('idand  ("omjiany  "  is  not  satisfactory,  yet  t'n^  ^^'ord  (ireeu- 
land  ■"  at  that  lime  had  a  veiy  i^cneral  use,  and  all  that  the  Coia- 
mittee  of  Accounts  may  haxc  meant  l;;-,  I  he  [)!irase  was,  that  a 
company  or  association  enua,u('<l  in  the  fur  and  tisli  trade,  winch 
for  centuries,  even,  had  been  prosecuted  at  the  north,  had  sent 
sonu'  ships  to  this  reuion  in  l."")OS.  There  is  certainly  nothiuL;'  mi- 
reasonabie  in  this  sui»[tosi  t  ion,  the  coast  beini;'  so  widl  known. 
A'arious  adN'ent  nrers,  of  whom  we  know  nothiuLi,  doubtless  came 
and  went  nnobser\'e(l,  beini;  in  no  hasie  to  ])nblis{i  llu'  source 
I'rom  whi(di  they  deri\ed  su(  h  a  pi'olilable  trade  in  peltries.  The 
(.'onimiltee  of  Accounts  either  falsitied  (hdiberatidy  or  followed 
S( une  (dd  t  radi  t  ion.    W  hy  may  not  a  t  ra  d  i  t  ion  be  true? 

\\'e  turn  next  to  examine  a  ma  [•  rec>  mi  t  ly  bi-ouL',h  t  to  not  ice  and 
whiidi  is  of  uni(|Ue  \aliie.  I'ormerly  the  map  usii.illy  jiointeil  out 
as  the  oldest  si'venteeiilh  ceiitiii-y  niap  ii(  this  reuioii  was  th(^ 
l>ut(di  "  I'iuurat  i\ e  Map.  w  hudi  was  fouinl  by  .Air.  llnxlhead 
in  tile  I)nt(di  arehi\'es.  W'r  ha\e  now,  ]iowe\-er,  an  eai'li<'i-  map 
of  ICilO,  whiidi  was  pivpareil  from  T^Tiulisli  data  f(U'  -lames  T., 
a  co]iy  tindiuu  its  wa\-  to  Philip  III.,  by  \'clasco,  Mart  li  L»l\  lOU. 
Sandy  llo(d<,  tlioU'_;h  witliout  name,  is  (hdineatiMl  about  as  U 
ajtpeai's  in  later  maps,  while  honu  Tslaml  is  shown  as  a  part  of 


338 


Tin;  KMi'iia;  stati;  i.\  tiiuei:  ckntl'Kiks. 


the  main,  willi  no  iinlicat  ion  of  (lie  Soiinil.  tliou,i;li  ('ape  (",„! 
and  t  li',*  nci^lihorini;  islands  arc  we  1 1  del  i  lira  ted,  and  X'ciia/.a  iio".- 
Lsla nd  of  '*  Lnisa  "  a  [tpcai's  as  "  (  Ma  |  n  |  d  ia,"  l  In  -  mot  hci-  (d  1  "l  a  n,  i . 
I.  Ciraily  at  tliis  liiiic  niMtlici-  llloclv  noi-  any  oilier  l)iil(  li  na\i 
gator  had  passed  t  li  roii^li  1 1  ell  <  la  I  e  i  14I  o  |,iinu  Island  Soinr  1. 

Tiu'i-e  is  nothing  w  lia  I  e\er  in  this  nia  j  1  rela  I  inu'  to  e.\  ploi-a  1  ii  iii  - 
by  any  nation  lalei'  (lian  1(107.  danieslown  appears  on  llie  \'ii- 
_i;inia  pori  ion,  and  Sai^adelioc  in  .Maine.  It  was  simply  a  t  o])y  el  a 
niaj)  made  soon  after  liie  \o\a!j,e  lo  New  l^nuland  and  \' i I'l^i ni.i 
iu  KiOT.  The  compile''  had  not  heai-(l  of  1 1  ndsoiTs  Noyai;*',  as  I  ha' 
navicat(n'  did  not  icach  laiuland  until  Xo\emiicr7.  HIO'.l.  if  he 
had  i'crci\(  d  any  informal  ion  from  Ilndson.  he  would  ha\'c  showi: 
the  ri\'('r  terminating  in  a  shallow,  inna\iualile  liroek'.  wheii-a> 
the  ri\('i'  is  indicatod,  in  accoiMhincc  with  Captain  -lohn  SmiihV 
idea,  as  a  strait,  h'adiiiL'.  to  a  lar^e  hodv  of  water.  I'urther,  the 
map  cont  ra<!i(l  s  Ilndson,  wiio  represents  the  llohoken  side  ef 
the  river  as  "  Manhatta,*"  wdiilc  (his  map  puts  the  mtnn'  mi  hoih 
sides,  "  Manahala  "  on  the  west  and  '■  .Maiiahatin  on  the  east. 
It  is  not  unlikely  that  Hudson  had  with  him  a  coi'y  of  the  map 
for  ids  i^uidaiH  !'  on  t  he  voyage  in  1  he  "  1  lalf-.Moon." 

Thouuli  this  map  bears  a  d.ile  subse(pn'nt  to  lIudson"s  \dyaL:'', 
the  contents  p'-o\-e  that  the  original  could  not  ha\'e  been  diawu 
later  than  KiOS.  It  was  e\'i(h'nliy  one  of  the  various  maps  of 
^^hich  Smith  sjioke  and  which  he  umlerrated.  Its  sulislau<-e 
indic-at<'s  lliat  it  was  drawn  fr(uu  a  source  imh-peiident  id  ihe 
Dutch  and  I'rencii,  showinu  that  the  haiulisli  knew  (d'  the  I'.ay 
of  New  Yorl;  and  its  relation  to  Samly  Hook,  and  that  they  sn|i- 
]iose(l  the  L^reat  ri\er  deliiieaK- 1  was  a  liroail  stream  which,  in 
some  wa  \",  com  m  unica  t  "d  wi  lii  the  I'acitic  ( >n  the  (U-iij,i  na  1  ma  [>, 
of  w  hicli  \'elasco's  examiile  was  a  cojty,  ilie  land  west  of  the  ri\i'r 
was  coloreil  I)lne,  and  t!i<'  leucnd  says  that  it  is  described  by  in- 
formation drawn  from  lh<'  Indi:!ns.  ^\dlar  we  tum-I  now  is  rlie 
orii^inal  map.  which  may  still  exist  in  some  oii^ciirc  colh'clion  in 
England  or  Holland,  ami  (piite  as  likel\-  in  t  he  arc!ii\  ('s  (d  Spain 
sent  thither  b\'  jealous  Spanisii  spies,  who  lin^<-i'ed.  lik(-  ^'ela<ce, 
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at  I  liccourt  (if -Tames  1.  to  Icani  w  hat  tli('\ could  with  i-cspcrt  to 
lOii'^li^li  cut (^[jiMsc  ill  .Viiicrica.  At  all  cv'.'iits,  we  have  in  this 
I'jiulisli  map  tlic'tii-st  s('\-ciit(cutli  cciiliii'V  dcliiirai  ion  of  lliis 
i-cLiioii,  ami  oiM'  shoviiii^  thai  tl:i-  laiulisli  knew  the  fofiii  ami 
Liriicral  cliararlc'f  of  the  couiiii-n  wliicli  the  ciowij  couNcynl  to 
t  he  colonists  of  Xort  h  ami  Sou i  li  N'iruiuia  in  IfiOd.  So  far  as  now- 
Known,  it  was  clcai  ly  the  ]•]n^li.•^il  who  lirst  became  ac<|uaiiitefl 
with  the  name  that  tlu'  abofi.uim's  aj»[»lie(l  to  tin-  islaml  ujion 
which  our  .ureat  met  i'o])olii  an  cit.y  stands.  \\'liethei'  oi-  not  this 
was  an  aboriuinal  \\(U'(lor  a  coituiiI  ion  of  a  < 'asi  il  ian  term  future 
iiMcsti^ators  may  decide.  The  unexiiected  tindinu  of  this  old 
lOiiL'.lish  ma}t  in  the  S])anish  archivi's  re\ives  our  hopes  relating,' 
to  the  discovery  of  new  sources  of  inf(Uauation  concerninu'  early 
voyages  to  this  coast.  ]']nulish  enterprise  and  a<l\'e]iture  on  the 
N'ir.uinia.  coast,  e.xteiidinu'  from  K'alei^irs  exju'dition,  loS],  to 
(iosnold's  fatal  (piest,  ]«!0.'l.  must  have  br<iui;lit  ICn^ui ishnien  into 
iIm-  IJay  of  New  York,  unh  ss  mira(d(>  \\  as  balanced  against 
curiosity  and  idiance.  There  are  art  hi\'es  yet  to  be  opened  that 
may  ^i  ve  t  he  oriuin  of  I  he  delinea  t  ions  of  t  his  region  found  in  the 
lemarkable  maj)  from  Samancas.  and  we  neeil  to  be  cautious 
in  mak-ini;-  claims  excii  for  i  he  priorit  y-  of  the  I  )utch  in  loOS. 

The  p(>riod  umlei-  c(msidei-al  ion  was  a  ])eriod  of  reconnoissa nc(^, 
one  that  offered  some  nunautic  incidents,  but  more  of  disap[»oiut- 
ment  and  mortification.  Her"  was  a  site  for  one  of  the  nol)l(_'st 
cities  in  the  worhl,  but  the  vo_\-;ii^ei-  was  blind,  'i'he  ri\-er  offer<'d 
iio  route  to  the  uoi-^eous  Indies,  and  \'erra/ano  had  little  inclina- 
rioi!  to  test  its  swift  tide.  (lomez,  in  tlu'  short  January  days  of 
lo'Jo,  had  no  desii-e  t<»  ascend,  for  when  iiis  slii]i  met  the  dr'f*:  ice 
tossing-  on  the  cohl,  swirlinu'  sti'caui,  he  thought  of  Antiiony  in 
his  desolate  retreat  oil  the  Ked  S-a,  ]iut  the  riv<'r  under  his 
••Iiar^e,  and  sailer!  away  in  search  of  happier  shores.  Sailors  of 
other  nationalities,  doubtless,  .-ivccndcd  the  i-iver:  but,  tindinu  it 
sinijily  a  river.  the\-  took  yNha'^  peliri-s  fliey  could  uet,  and.  lilce 
<>ome:/.,  turned  the  wlude  i'i'"ion  e\-ci-  '(I  the  care  of  tic  solitary 
saint,  who,  fornearh  a  centur\-,  stood  c(uiuected  with  its  neiilect. 
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Miu-li  renuuiR'tl  to  I.c  ddiii'  bi'torc  str[)s  could  be  taken  wiili 
I'c'j^'urd  to  coloniza  I  ion.  Tlic  inilinl  work,  liowcNcr,  w  as  inau 
<;'iiratc(l  by  the  siui'dy  laiulislnnan,  Ib-niy  Hudson,  ami  in  a  sue- 
coediii_i;'  phase  of  it  tin-  [iroud  Spanish  (•ai-a\'e]  disappears,  whili- 
tin'  rni-tain  i-ises  n[ion  rlie  nnaiiorable  \'oyai;('  of  the  (pmini 
Duttdi  llyd)oat,  the  "  Half- .Moon." 


II.  VEllRAZAXO  AND  GOMEZ   IN   M'AV   YOKlv  I'.AY. 

Is  the  year  \  ~}'24  Jidin  ( or  (liovanni  )  N'ei'ra/.aini,  a  natixc 
of  I'doreiice,  sailini;  in  th'-  sersice  of  t'rancis  1.,  I\in'_ 
of  I'^ra n<  ",  is  su]) posed  i o  ha\'e  ent ei-ed  the  Uay  of  New 
Yoi'k,  and  to  ha\'e  rani:ht  a  ;4]iini)se  of  the  ureal  i-i\ei 
that  empties  itself  into  it.  This  sn[)]iosition  is  based  npon 
desrrijil  ion,  oi'  desrri  jit  ions,  fou  nd  in  a  let  t  er,  which,  it  is  cla inie.!. 
the  explorer  Idniself  ad(iressed  to  l^'rancis  on  his  retnrn  to  I'rance, 
beiuy,'  dated  at  l)ieiii)e,  on  dnly  S,  1.~>l'4.  This  inlerestini:  lett(f. 
as  ])rinte(I  in  I'aii.;!ish  works,  is  a  translation  of  the  Italian  cop\ 
preser\'ed  b\"  Kmniisio  in  his  •••  Xa\"iuazioni  e  \'ia,L;.ui,"  lirst  pule 
lished  in  ]~>~){'>.  WvA  it  seeius  that  all  alonu  there  exisleil  another 
copy,  also  Italian,  [uirporied  to  have  been  sent  by  a  vouul:  niati 
named  ("arli,  liviuL;'  at  lA-ons,  ]"i-;tnce,  to  his  father  in  klorein  e, 
inclosed  in  a,  letler.  dated  less  than  a  UKUith  after  \'erra/,:i no"'< 
t(»  the  kiiiL;'.  This  was  pr<'ser\ed  in  nuinuscript  in  a  lii>rar\  a' 
I'doreiice,  until,  in  or  about  t  he  yeai-  1  s:','.i,  it  was  pre>en  I  ed  to  i  he 
Xew  ^'ol■k  Ilistoi'ical  Society.  In  the  first  \-oluiue  of  the  secouil 
series  of  the  society's  collections,  (his  <'ar1i  cojty  was  ])rinleil. 
accompanieil  by  an  lai^lisli  translation,  ("oinpariu''  the  two 
<'o])ies  thus  ])!aced  within  easy  rt'ach  of  all.  we  tiinl  some  sliL:hi 
di  ffenuicer;,  mainly  in  the  ma  1 1  er  of  phra  seoloLiy ;  the  most  s<'riou 
difl'ereiice  beinu'  that  Carli's  has  an  apjiendix.  entire]\-  (uiiiifed 
by  TJamusio,  yet  referr"d  t(t  in  the  hitter's  copy,  lia\in,u'  for  ii^ 
subject  the  rosmo^rii ])h\' "  of  the  \()ya,U('.  To  a<-count  for  the 
changes  hi  phraseido.uy  oi-  st  vie,  sonie  writers  sui;ui'st  Tarli 
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(•()]»v  is  more  like  tlic  i  Mpolislicd  (•()iii])()sitinii  of  a  sea  captain, 
v.iiicli  till'  scholarly  Kaiimsio  imauiiicd  lie  imisl  sonicwiiat  ini- 
|iro\r  upon  in  I  i-anscriliin^  it  Tor  his  [inlil  ica  t  ion.  i!ut  this  theory, 
aihanccd  in  snp])ort  of  its  ^I'linim  ik'ss,  loses  some  of  its  force 
when  it  is  consi'Iered  that  it  is  highly  jnohalijc,  and  aciuall\ 
Msserteil  l>y  some  ant  horit  i<'s,  ihal  ihc  Idlrr  was  written  oiml:,!- 
nally  in  I'rencii;  so  that  Kamnsio's  and  ("ai'li's  cojiies  were  both 
translations.  ( )nce  moi  e  it  has  lu  t-n  nrucd  against  the  trns!- 
w  ort  liin<'ss  of  ("arli's  copy  that  it  is  decidedly  im]trol>ab!e  thai 
a  letter  written  at  ])iep]ie  on  .Inly  S,  addressed  to  the  Kini;  of 
i'l-ance,  slionhl  have  so  soon  Ix-come  ind»iic  ]>i'opei-ty  that  an 
oliscnre  yonnu  man  i-esidin^  at  f.yens  conld  ha\('  seid  a  ti'ans- 
la t ion  of  it  to  his  fa t  hei',  i ludosec]  in  a  lei  t er  da  t ed  August  I.  F.n f 
it  is  easier  to  snp]»ose  there  was  some  snhseii nen l  jn^uiini;'  with 
dates,  than  that  an  acconnt  as  <'ai-li"s  inclosnre  contains 

could  ha\('  been  man  iifaci  ni'ed  (»ni  of  whole  tdolh. 

r'oi',  in  spit(^  of  the  fact  thai  i'e\  iew  a]'li(des  ;tnd  e^•en  w  hole 
books  iia\'e  been  wri  1 1  en  to  pro\e  this  hM  t  er  uen  ui  n<'  or  a  foi';^('ry, 
we  ai'e  iiudined  to  the  b<dief,  after  imjiartially  weii^hini;'  botli 
sides  of  the  (juestion,  that  it  bears  too  many  internal  <'videncos 
of  havinn'  been  writ  ten  by  a  ]>erson  w  ho  actually  ma(h'  sudi  a  \  <>y- 
auc,  ami  ])ersonall\'  saw  the  things  he  desci-ibes,  to  ]iermit  ns  to 
acce](t  the  rather  severe  conjecture  that  it  was  a  complete  fabri- 
cation. I'ossessinu,  then,  considerable  title  (o  our  ci'edenc(\  its 
;icc(,unt  cA'  the  sjxds  or;  our  eoast  visiie(]  by  this  naviuator  be- 
conu's  of  extreme  inteiest  to  ns.  I'or,  althonuli  at  best,  the 
application  to  any  delinite  jxiiMion  ai'  (an-  Atlantic  border  is 
somewhat  nm-ertain,  still  it  has  always  been  supposeil  that 
annuii'  the  haibors  oi'  bays  desriibed  in  this  letter,  the  l!ay  of 
Xew  A'oik  is  imduded.  ^^'e  subjoin  the  two  descii pt ious,  either 
of  \\  hich  has  been  (  lainu'd_  by  \  arions  wi'iters  to  (h'siunate  it. 

lla\"i!i^  siuiited  land  for  the  tirst  time  about  the  latitude  of 
'^>!'-'  X.,  and,  followed  oui-  coast  ii.i;e  northwai-d  f(U'  some  thrt^e 
lmndi-e(]  miles,  or  out  hundred  h-aunes,  A'erra/.ano  ^oes  on  to  say 
(we  cite  fi'om  Ne^\•  York  Tlistorical  Secietv  cdlectiens,  2d  S!er., 
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Vol.  1,  ])p.  ;>7-<')7)  :  W'l'  fdiind  a  vitv  ]>Icusaiit  situaliim  aiiinii.j 
soiiio  ste<^[)  liills,  tlii(iiiL;U  wliicli  a  very  lai-^;*'  rixcr,  <l('c|i  ;ii  iis 
lUout  li,'rn]'c('(]  ils  \\  a  y  In  1  lie  sea.  We  tonk  tin'  l>()at,  aiul,  cmiaiiiu 
the  ri\('i',  we  foiiii'l  i  1m  coiintry  <iii  its  hank  Wfll  pcnplcil.  \\', 
])ass(Ml  11  ]i  this  I'i  \'('r  a !  M  111  t  ha  1 1'  a  h'a  uiic,  .when  we  f 'mi  iid  il  fi  iiiii(<! 
a  most  hcaii  t  i  fill  lake  t  hfrc  h  'auucs  in  ciicuit .  All  nf  ;i  smli  icii  a 
violent  cniiti-afy  wind  I)lc\v  in  fioni  the  sea  and  fonrd  us  in 
return  tn  oiir  ship,  ^irjitly  rei^rettinu'  tn  h'a\i'  this  I'CLiidii,  \\  hirh 
seenu'd  ei nniiK Mlinns  a nd  d(d iij,h I  fii  1,  a nd  \\  h iidi  we  sii p[i( isi 'd  iiiiist 
also  contain  ureal  rii  lies,  as  the  liills  sliowed  many  indiral  inn^ 
of  minerals.  AN'eiuhiii''  am  hor  we  sailed  tii'tv  leamies  toward  the 
east,  as  the  coast  St  1-t'l died  in  that  direction,  and  always  in  siulit 
of  it;  at  ieiiLitli  we  discoNci-ed  ail  island  of  a  trianunlar  form 
about  ten  leauties  from  the  mainkind,  iti  size  ahoiir  ('qnal  to  ihe 
Island  of  Kliodes.  ha\  inu  many  hills  covered  w  ith  trees.  We  ^ave 
it  the  name  (if  yonr  .^[a  jes^y■s  illnstrions  nmlher. 

"We  did  not  land  here,  as  the  wcaiher  was  nnfa\ oralde,  Imt 
proceeded  to  anotln  r  place  fifteen  leav,iies  distant  from  the 
island,  where  we  foiiml  a  very  excellrnt  liarhor." 

Here  the  cvploi  ei-  spent  a  fortnight  (  becomini:,'  acTpiaint <■(!  w  ith 
two  nat  ive  kinus  I ,  and  was  1  has  enal)led  to  i:i\('  a  m  inn  re  account 
of  tlie  snrr(!tindinus.  This  s;'cond  desci-iption  is  also  siijiposcd 
by  some  t  o  li;i  ve  refcremc  to  the  II  a  rbor  of  New  ^'(lrk  ;  \'erra/,a  • 
says  of  it  :  It  looks  t  o\\a  id  ihe  soiit  h,  on  w  hi<di  side  the  harbor 
is  half  a  leaune  Id'oa.d;  a.flerwai'd,  upon  enterinu'  it,  the  (•xloiil 
between  the  coast  and  north  is  tweh-c  h-amies,  and  then  lai- 
lai'uini;'  ils(df  it  forms  a  very  !aru<'  bay,  in  w  lii(  li  are  tiNc  small 
islands  of  ^reat  fertility  a.nd  bc.-niiy,  co\cre(l  w  ith  larue  and  lofty 
trees.  AnioiiL':  these  islands  a;iy  fleet.  how-e\-er  lar^e,  miuht  ride 
safely  w'illioiit  fear  of  tem]iest  or  ol  her  da n<_;('rs.  'riirninu  to  the 
sonfh,  at  the  enfram  e  ef  the  Iiarbor,  on  both  sides  there  ar<'  \('ry 
pleasant  hills  and  man\-  srreaies  of  (deai'  water,  A\  hich  flew  down 
to  the  sea.  In  the  midst  of  tic  entrance  there  is  a  ro(dc  of  free- 
stone, formed  by  mitiiii',  and  suitable  for  the  construction  of 
niacdiine  or  luilwark  for  rhe  defense  of  the  harbor." 
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Now,  the  (lucslioii  is,  whirh  of  llicsc  two  dcsi  ript  ioiis  must  be 
5i|)plH'<l  to  the  bay  and  fi\cf  nf  New  \'oi  k'.''  Sdiuc  aiitlmis  see  a 
(Icliiieation  of  oiti'  liay  only  in  tlio  sccdnd  acconnt,  and  Un-y  have 
no  (■.\[)]anations  of  the  foiincr.  (>tlicis,  iiow  i 'N  ci-,  tind  an  idcnli- 
licalioii  foi*('a(di  'iftlioin.  'I'licy  a|)idy  I  lie  lii  si  lo.Xcw  Wn  k  Uay, 
and  f('f(  I' t  lie  second  to  Xcwpnii  llat-boiand  Xaii-auansct  I  r>ay. 
Tiiis  tiicofv  lias  llio  ad\antaui'  nf  uix  iiiL;  a  jdaco  to  both  dcscfii)- 
tions;  the  coni'sc  of  llic  voyage,  too,  and  fli<'  distancr  t fa Noi'scd 
ffoni  the  ono  l»ay  to  the  othiT  bcnr  ont  its  coi-roct  ncss.  Ai;ain, 
tlic  dimensions  L;i\on  in  the  second  case,  flio  cifcunift'i-<-iH-('  of 
sixty  miles,  and  the  distance  to  tin  he;id  of  the  liay  of  tliii'fy-six 
miles,  afe  all  astiay  with  fe^aid  to  out'  bay  w  ilhin  the  Xafi'ou's, 
but  may  be  nearly  enon^h  tine  of  Xai  rai;ansel  t .  I'.ut,  then,  on 
the  otln'i'  hand,  llie  latter  is  not  miia-owed  dow  n  to  a  mile  ami  a 
half  at  the  eiiti-ance.  That  same  f<'atni'e  is  aitribnted  to  both  of 
"^'ei'i-azano's  ba_\  s  :  of  X<'W  ^'oI•l<,  t  his,  of  coiii  se,  is  t  i  ne;  and  here, 
too,  may  then  Iiave  been  somethinu  like  ,i  rock  or  bar,  smdi  as 
miuiit  a,ccommo<la te  a  striictiiic  like  I'ort  Lafayette.  It  is  more 
than  likely  that  ^'erra7,ano,  wriliiiu  from  i'ec(dlect  ion  after  his 
arrival  at  the  ]>orl  of  l)ie]i])e,  was  confusini;  some  of  the  minor 
characteristics  of  the  two  places  that  e\i(h'ntly  had  made  the 
deepest  impression  n]»on  Ids  mind.  \\'e,  at  least,  of  New  ^'ork 
can  un(h'rstaiid  what  was  that  '•  wry  laluc  river""  whifdi  he  saw 
"  bncini;  its  way  int(t  the  sea.""  His  boat  jiassed  ihroiiuh  the 
Narrows,  its  headlands  not  very  hiuli,  "  small  "'  in  that  sense,  bnt 
steel)  ;ind  bold.  I'enetrat  itii;'  a  niih'  and  a  half  iido  the  inner  bay, 
the  situation  must  indeed  li;i\-e  seeme(]  "  \  erv  ]deasant.""  Tn 
their  liasty  retreat,  a  circiiii  of  tune  liiiles  mii^ht  lia\'e  been 
rt>n!4hlv  estimated.  I'rmn  where  they  tuiaie<l,  and  from  their 
position  low  bv  the  water  in  .1  small  boat,  (lo\-ernor"s  Island 
Would  ha\('  been  confounded  with  .Manhattan  or  Loni^'  Islatid; 
and  it  was  imiiossil)!*'  foi-  ihi'Ui  tln-re  to  pei-ceive  th<^'  charac.tei- 
of  tliese,  or  of  ."^taten  Tslamh  K\'en  the  small  liits  i\(  I'Jlis  and 
P>edIoe's  Islands  would  not  ha\e  at>peared  as  sejiarated  from  tlie 
biKdv'jround  of  the  X'ew  Jersey  shore.    IIen(^e  it  was  not  Jirrt'  tliat 
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"  tivc  siiiiill  islands  ■■  cduld  lia\»'  liccii  (lisrcnicd.    lliil  ihc  Inn 
iiii^lit  in  Xan  a.uansci  t  I'.ay  would  lia\ c  i;iv('n  ample  i  inic  tni-  snch 
a  disrfivci  y  t  lu'i  i'. 

Acfc])t  in_u.  tlicn,  ^'('M•a7,a  no's  disinil<Ml  letter  as  <in  tlie  \vliu|<' 
^•(.'iiiiine,  we  niii>r  (•(include  Ihal  in  ]~>'2[  New  \'(iik  r>ay  wasdi- 
e(_i\'efe(l  and  \  isite(l.  and  the  exishnce  el'  I  lie  Hudson  liixci-  at 
least  stisiiei  tt'd.  Yet  t  hat  hardly  takes  a  way  froni  Henry  Ihidson 
the  character  of  a  discoV(a-er,  for  lo  him  it  was  donhtless  ([niie 
the  saiiu'  as  if  X'errazano  had  iiesci'  lieen  here,  excn  if  he  had 
read  that  na\  iL:ator's  h'l  ler  in  I  laklnyt.  If,  in  our  day,  with  thai 
interesting  document  in  more  I  lian  om^  \ crsiiui  hefore  us,  familiar 
with  cNcry  s[Mit  to  \\  hi(  h  it  may  possibly  ha\c  reference,  we  are 
still  left  in  uncertainty  as  t(»  udiat  A'errazano  really  saw — and 
learned  men  can  diametrically  op[ii)se  (uie  another  in  their  con- 
jectures as  to  w  hether  he  ever  wiote  su(  h  a  let  ter  at  all — it  could 
not  have  been  of  mu(  li  use  in  i^uidiuLi  lltidson  to  the  delectalde 
situation  (d'  our  city  in  the  year  1<I0!>. 

It  has  heen  (laimed.  in  the  second  place,  that  New  Yorlc  I'.ay 
and  \  he  1  Iiidson  Ki\ cr  were  disctn cred  in  \  ~}'2')  hy  Stephen  (  uune/.. 
a  j)ilot  of  Spain.  This  i)a\ abator  vs  as  a  nat  ive  of  rorttiual,  atid  he 
tirst  a]»pears  in  history  as  accoinpanyinu  .MaiMdlan  in  his  voyauc 
to  the  Sii'aits  that  hear  his  name.  After  reaidiin^-  the  latter, 
rjomez  had  eitlier  (iesei-ted  his  commander  or  had  been  seid  bat  k 
with  tidings  of  the  discovery.  (>nly  the  death  of  .Maii,idlaii  re- 
leased (lomez  from  ju'oceedinus  instiiuled  auainst  him  on  the 
sus|)icioii  of  desertion.  Then  he  was  immedi.ately  ai>poiide(l  to 
the  honorable  j)us!  of  pilot  of  Spain,  with  an  atitiual  stipend.  In 
1.">2I  (lomez  was  oiic  of  a  commission  w  ith  Sebastian  C'abot,  then 
])ilot  major  of  Sp.-iin;  r)ie'jji  l*ibei-o,  cosmo'jrajdier  to  the  kiiiLT. 
and  siune  other  einincut  person  a '.''es,  to  (h-cide  u])oti  the  relati\'t' 
claims  t((  the  Xew  A\'oi-hl  ef  Si)ain  and  Poi'tuual.  ITe  was.  there- 
fore, est(M'me(l  a  tit  man  to  be  iiitiaisted  witli  an  enterprise  of 
whi(  h  mnidi  was  expecteil,  whi(  li  it  w  as  hoped,  indeed,  miuhr 
Utah  li  in  imiioi  t.-ince  the  di<cM\-ei'\'  of  Ma'.:(dlau. 

Cortes,  after  his  conf|uest  of  Mexico,  had  sin^iicsted  to  Ihe 
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I'^iiipci'di'  riiailcs  y.,  who  was  at  the  same  time  kiii^  of  Spaiii, 
(hat  an  opening  oi"  strait,  (•()rrcs|»oii(rniu  to  the  Straits  of  ?tla^('l- 
lan  in  tiie  Soiithcrn  1  Ic:nis[»h('i'c,  iiiii^ht  [jossildy  exist  soiiiewliero 
between  l'"h)ri(Ia  and  New  t'eun'liaiHi,  alTni-ilinii  dii-eet  rem ni unica- 
tion  with  the  empire  el'  ("alliay,  or  ('liina.  ( 'oi  tes,  still  lient  on 
"jorv,  ol'I'ered  to  conduct  an  exncdiiioii  himself  to  discoser  this 
(•on\('nient  [)assa^e  to  those  r'-uions  of  pi-ecions  stones  and  fra- 
^^ran.t  spices.  iJut  the  emperor  did  not  (lose  with  the  offer,  at 
least  did  not  })ro])ose  t(»  carry  (/Ut  the  s(di<  nie  upon  ilie  mauiiiti 
cent  basis  snuL:,i'>^te(l.  At  his  cost,  a  ralln-i'  insinnilicant  ontfii, 
consist inu'  of  a  sinule  small  \'essel,  a  simple  caravel,  was  pro- 
\ided  ami  jdaced  under  the  command  of  Stejihen  flome/,.  I'.aie 
croft  seems  to  intimate  that  there  was  a  sinister  motiNc  back 
of  this  expedition;  that  envy  (»f  Sebastian  Cabol,  whose  L;reat 
ti*iiini]>hs  in  the  cai-eer  of  discovery  had  been  a(  hie\ed  w  hile 
in  the  service  of  hai^land,  and  prim  ijially  on  the  extreme  north- 
eastern coasts  of  North  Ameiica,  i)romi)ted  his  enemies  to  ti'y 
and  diminish  his  ^lory  b\"  dispro\im;  some  of  his  accounts  of 
those  r<'iiions.  IJiit,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  staled  thai  (/abot, 
who  had  been  associated  with  (lomez  in  the  commission  men- 
tioned above,  was  in  entire  sympathy  with  the  i)ropose<l  under- 
taking'of  his  friend,  \\  as  deeply  in t ei'ested  in  what  its  issue  mi^lit 
prove,  and  aida-cl  (Jomez  to  tiie  full  extent  of  his  expt'ri<>nce.  and 
of  Ids  ac(iuaintance  with  the  regions  to  be  exjdoi-ed.  Thus  foi-ti- 
fied,  but  othei'wise  with  very  slender  and  inadequate  mate- 
rial nu'aiks  at  his  disposal,  (iomez  sailed  from  th<'  ]>ort  of 
Coriiimn,  in  Spain,  eraly  in  February,  1525,  directini;  his  course 
far  to  the  northwest. 

.  Accordim;-  to  liaucroft.  this  voyage  of  (iomez  was  attemlcil 
with  what  must  be  considered,  foi-  our  pres<'nt  pui'poses,  a  nn)st 
startling-  result.  ''He  discovered  the  Hudson,  probably  on  the 
13th  of  .lune,  for  that  is  the  d.iy  of  St.  Anthony,  whose  name  bo 
{lave  to  1  he  ri vei'." 

Croat  as  is  our  esteem  for  this  distinguished  and  learned  his- 
torian, \\(.'  naturall\'  find  it  im]>ossible  to  I'ead  so  jxisitive  and 


34G 


Tin;  i;.MPii;i;  stati:  in  'nii:i;i;  cioNrrRiKs. 


circunist .lilt i;i  1  ;i  stafi'iiicnt  w  itlidul  (■liaII<'iiL;iiiu  his  am  hoi  ii  ii's 
or  iiistit  lit  iiiLi  a  dilii^ciit  sea  tcli  l'<  ir  r\cv\  liulit  thai  ca  ii  hi-  1  h  !■<  lun 
upon  the  matter.  T^aiicrofi  mav  hi-  panhnMMl  tor  passing  some 
what  liuhtlv  over  such  an  assriiion  in  a  uciicial  hisloiy  nf  Mm- 
United  States;  l)ut  llie  icaih'r  will  e((iially  [lavihni  its  if  we  deiai!! 
liiiii  wU\i  a  careful  ]»rescntati(iii  of  the  ca-i'.  lini  lur  the  sake  uf 
disprovini;'  tht-  stateineiif,  hut  in  oi-der  to  weiuh  \vhate\-er  olijcc 
tions  ni;',_\'  lie  against  it.  as  well  as  to  ui\('  due  force  to  wiiaieser 
iiudines  towai'd  its  snp]ioi't.  Iea\'inj4  to  its  own  conclusion  e\ci  v 
impartial  mind. 

^Ve  look  in  \'ain  foi'  Bancroft's  aut  lioi-it  ies  in  the  i-dition  friini 
which  we  lia\(' cited.  lint  in  an  ea  rl  ier  one  (  1 S  II  )  we  are  led  in 
dirt'ctly  to  a  ]iassa'ze  in  Ilerrer  i's  History,  and  moic  dir<'cily  lu 
the  "  Summary  of  ( )\  ie(l()."  'I'lic  latter  work,  however  (as  disiin- 
giiislu'd  from  the  saim^  author's  "  Ilistoi-ia  (leiieial  de  la< 
Indias"),  siniidy  menii'Uis  the  i-clnni  of  (Jomez,  statinu'  that  li'' 
did  not  explore  (  he  t  oasi  licldw  t  he  -I Oi  h  or  4 1  St  decree  (if  la  I  ii  mil- 
north.  And  Ilei-rera,  after  referrinu  to  1h<^  suL;\L;<'st ion  by  ('orte> 
of  a  northwest  passaue  to  Uathay,  says  no  nioie  than  the  f(dlo\\- 
ini;':  "Then  Stephen  (ouiiez  departed  ^y\\\\  the  purpose  of  as- 
cendini;'  far  t(t  the  north,  and  ran  aloni;  all  that  coast  as  far  as 
I'loi'ida,  a  i^reat  extent  of  land,  tin-  w  hidi  until  then  had  not  been 
ox[)l(M'ed  by  otln-r  Spanish  na\'iualors,  allhoui;li  Sebastian  C'aboi 
and  John  A'erra/'ano  and  others  had  exploi-ed  it." 

Surely  this  account  is  meaner  enou'.;h,  and  would  hardly  war 
rant  any  con  (I  us  ion  reuai'(lin^  the  disco\cry  of  the  T  Imlsnn  lvi\e)-. 
P»nt  ho\\'  is  it  with  regard  to  otlna-  hisloi'ians?  rerha])s  no  one 
has  pi\'en  more  painstaldnu  and  exhaiisri\c  study  to  the  subject 
of  the  early  exphu-ations  of  this  jxulion  of  our  Atlantic  coas' 
tlian  the  late  Prof.  .Tohan  <  leori:  Kohl,  of  r.i  emrn,  ricianany,  \\  li  ' 
was  employe(l  by  both  T'nited  States  (lox'ernment  and  the 
State  of  Afaine  to  comluct  and  jniblish  in\'estiuat ions  ujiou  thi- 
subject,  iris  commeiiis  on  the  \'o\au-e  of  (bunez  ar(\  tlierel"'''- 
of  especial  A'alue.  He  says:  ''We  are  unable  to  desi'^natc  tie- 
track  whi(h  rb)mez  followed  on  the  ocean.    No  kiml  of  ship 
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journal  or  report,  writrcu  cither  by  liiiiiself  or  any  of  his  eoiii- 
[lanioiis,  has  been  preserved,  and  ihe  Spanish  liistorians,  ()vi(Mh», 
||i'ri'<'ra,  and  (Joniara,  who  may  li.ive  sren  sncli  a  journal,  ai-e 
t'\l  i-einel,\'  l)rief  in  tlieir  aicounls  of  lliis  ex|ie<lii  ion,  althoniih 
it  iia<l  a  partimhir  interest  for  Sp.iin,  h<'inu  the  only  ollieial  ex- 
pedition sent  out  by  that  country  to  the  uor!h<'rn  parts  of  oui' 
eastern  coast."  This  (•(nii])laiul  auainst  lh<'  liistorians  1  >i'.  Jxolil 
repeats  ill  lau^uaue  lhat  has  a  \  oiy  malerial  beariuL:,-  u]M)n  our 
present  investigation.  ••The  rejxuis  ;^iveii  by  Sjianish  liistoriaiis 
of  the  disco \-ei'ies  of  ( ioniez  aloui;  our  coast,  are  lamentably  short. 
They  <leterniine  neither  his  uorthern  i.uidfall  nor  the  southern 
end  of  his  cruise,  nor  the  ^ulfs,  ]ioi-ts,  and  inlets  w  hich  he  entei<'<l. 
In  resjK'ct  to  all  the  particulars  of  his  voyage  we  are  left  to  pi-ol)- 
abilities." 

We  can  n<tt  sujiijose,  thewd'ore,  tliat  ^Ir.  liancroft  would  feci 
warranted  in  makiuL^-  his  definite  asseiiimi  reij,ardin^  the  discov- 
ery of  tlie  Hudson  on  the  st!'en,i;th  id'  su(  li  ac<-ouiils.  Tint  there 
are  other  sources  of  infoiana t ion  at  hand,  somew  hat  less  direct 
and  sat  isfactoiy  than  a  i-eport  oj'  journal  by  (loniez  would  have 
been,  but  still  of  suflicient  su^uest  i\-eness  to  throw  considerable 
li,H"lit  upon  Ins  disco\ei-ies.  lie  was  fortunate  in  ha\inu  the  I'c- 
sults  of  his  e\])Ioi'a t  ions  didineated  upon  maps,  so  tliat.  as  I)r. 
Kohl  obser\'eS,  besides  beini^  left  to  ])rid)abilit  ies.  We  ](ossess  "  tllO 
(dlicial  Sjianish  (dia.i'ts  whi<di  wei-e  executed  soon  after  the  time 
of  Ciome/,,  and  which  speak  more  jireciscdy  than  the  Sjiainsli 
authors.'"  Tn  lo^T,  or  less  than  two  yeai's  aftei'  his  return,  a  map 
was  pre])ared  on  the  basis  of  his  representations  by  ;in  unknown 
••osmoj4rapher.  This  jn'ovin^  unsatisfactory,  the  royal  cosmitp,'- 
raph<'r,  Die^o  IJibero,  was  oi-dered  to  make  a  map,  which  was 
published  in  1  .")2!t.  a  ml  was  considered  a  ut  liori  i  a  I  i  \  e  and  (dVicial. 

P>nt  it  will  be  found  that  e\eu  a  diligent  stud\-  of  lhes(>  and 
other  maps  still  leaves  us  far  from  absolute  certaint\-  as  to  the 
disr(i;-erv  of  the  Hudson  by  (Jomez.  It  is  evident,  liowever,  that 
r>ancr(d't  relied  upon  tlieir  tt^stimony  when  he  made  his  coutid<uit 
assertion  in  I'eo-ai'd  to  it,  for,  imnu'diatidy  ]u'ecedin"  it.  men- 
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tioiis  the  fact  tliat  on  old  Spanish  inajKs  tlic  tiM-riturv  cnilji-accl 
in  our  New  I'lnulatul  States  and  Xi'W  York  is  dcsi^natiMl  tlic 
"  LanTl  of  ( ioincz."  l)i<i  lie  tlicn  find  a  St.  AnllicuyV  llivci-  on 
sncdi  maps?  X(d  on  IlilnMi-o's,  fof  w  licic  we  Wduld  look  for  smdi 
;l  rivci*  wo  load  only  id'  a  "/.''//(/'"  i^ayi,  not  a  "L'ln  <Ii  Snn 
Antonio."  Yi-l  K'ilioiro  \\  ;is  a\'o\\  i'dly  ^nidod  in  liis  ] ii  o| i:i ra i  ion 
by  infonnalion  oit Ikt  doi-i\'('d  iVoni  (omio/.  oi-a|i\',  or  t'loni  some 
wi'ittcn  i-o]ioi-t  now  lost.  rcilia|is,  t  Iiof(d'oi-o,  the  laltof,  lik:' 
\'('n'a7.ano,  only  saw  Now  ^'ofk  I'.ay.  and  rontcniod  hiinsoH'  witli 
in('r(d\'  <j,i!('ssin^  at  t!io  i-i\cf.  r>til  was  onoii  tins  ■•  P.aia  do  S;iii 
Antoido  o/^/-  hay ?  .\<ljoinin^  it  npon  i  ho  ni;i]i  (d'  iriooifo  ;ip|)(',ii--, 
the  "('alto  do  Ai-onas,"  oi-  s;indy  caito.  If  this  were  oiif  S.mdy 
1  Io<d;,  tin  Ml  t  ho  rlo^o  j  n  x  t  a  ]  m  isi  t  ion  of  t  hose  t  wo  na  1  ii  fa  1  fo;i  i  iii'c< 
must  dctormino  ns  nt  once  to  acco[»t  the  theory  that  (loinez  e.\- 
plorod  New  \'ork'  T.ay,  ami,  perhaps,  saw  oni'  river.  l!nt  the 
loanii'il  Professor  Kohl  calls  al  teid  ion  to  t  he  fact  that  i  he  pronii- 
iieiice  of  the  •'  ( 'al;n  do  Arenas  "  it] ion  ;i  ni;i]»  on  so  small  a  scale, 
fdi'bids  us  to  suppose  that  so  comparat  i\ely  inconspicuous  an 
obj(M-t  as  Sandy  Hook  can  be  meant  by  it.  He  insists  it  must  be 
Cape  Cod;  for,  as  he  says,  it  is  scarctdy  ci-edible  that  a  navigator 
sailiuiH' like  Coniez  alouL!  (lur  coast  frmn  ^'e\^  foumlland  and  in  a 
direction  from  northeast  to  southwest,  ami  fidlowinu'  the  coast 
line  as  he  did  in  sf-aridi  of  an  open  jc.ssai^c,  could  have  o\  ei'look<' 1 
so  ju'ominent  a  headland  as  <'a|ie  ("od."  In  this  case,  Kiboiro's 
"•  l>aia  (h'  San  Antonio"  would  be  .M.i.ssa(  hnset  I  s  i'.ayl 

lUit  there  wei'e  "  (dd  Spaiiisli  niajts  "  upon  \\  hi(di  occurre(l  tin'' 
nanu^  "  Tlio  do  San  Antonio."  One  is  Stdiastian  Cabot's  Map  of 
tlio  ^\'orld  ( M ti jijii  luninjt  ),  ]»res(  r\'ed  by  domard,  and  marked  b\- 
liim  as  of  "  the  tirsr  half  (d'  the  -sixteen  century  ";  other  ant  Imri- 
ties  ^ivinii'  it  the  nmre  jtrecise  dat<',  lol  l.  Am  'lier  is  the  Map  of 
Chaves,  ])ublished  in  lo;'!'.,  but  no\\-  lost  to  the  world,  excejd  as 
two  S[)auisli  historians,  ( )\-iedo  ami  ( '.omara.  \rvx  minididy  follow 
it  in  tlioir  writiuus,  taking  u]>  ]toint  after  ]»oint  bv  name.  ui\ini:' 
a  brief  description  of  its  location  or  latituth',  ami  the  direction 
of  the  coast  lim-  from  (um  to  the  otlier.    l'^)r  this  very  reason, 
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liowcvcr,  its  (Iclails  nr<'  rcallv  iiioi-c  iiilrlliL;il)l(\  or  iiinrc  iiiilica- 
ti\  (',  of  t  lie  arru;!l  st a t c  of  )^r;i [di ica  1  i ii r< ii  iiia  t  inn  in  regard  to 
our  coast  t  lia  II  that  of  ( ';il)ot  or  Uihciro,  w  iiicli  spoalc  to  us  only  by 
.Iciiucat  ion. 

Chax'cs,  then,  iias  marked  a  St.  Aniliouy's  li*i\('r;  i)nt  is  it  tlio 
Hudson?  In  tlio  lii-sl  place  we  ail  at  sea  ;ii:,ain  ;is  to  Sundy 
I  io(d<.  ]  )ot  li  ( )\ied(  p  a  nd  ( loniu  ra  sepa  ra  I  e  the  Kio  <le  San  Antonio 
and  the  ('al»o  de  Arenas  ly  a  \"ei-y  ^i-eat  distmn-e;  tlie  latter 
places  eighty  leai;ues.  or  hundred  ;ind  foi-|_\  miles,  betwcfu 

them,  the  cajx'  bein^  that  mucii  to  the  soutli  of  tlie  ri\'er;  so  tliat 
1  li'.  i\ohl  is  in  (dined  lo  think  I  hat  ( 'ape  I  lenlopen  is  meaid,  at  the 
entrance  of  iNdawaic  I'.ay.  I'.ut  our  esleeni<'(I  ^eo^rapher  is 
fully  coii\'iiice(l  tlial  1  he  K'io  do  San  Antonio  is  t  he  II  m'stui  Ki\'er. 
lie  ohscvves:  "  (  )\ iedo  now  [tioceeds  to  say:  "The  Kio  de  Sai! 
Antonio  is  in  41  deui-ees  iioi'tli.  This  ri\'er  stands  on  the  coast 
in  a  line  diroct  ly  fi-om  nort  h  to  soul  h.  Ami  w  hilst  the  coast  runs 
north  to  the  nu)Utli  of  this  i-iver,  ir  tlic-n  begins  to  trend  lo  the 
northeast  (|nart(>r  east,  for  nuu-e  t  han  forty  leauues.'  1 1  is  im])os- 
sihle  to  i;i\'e  a  im)re  accurate  d<'S(a-i pi  ion  of  1 1  nds(Mi  Ki\cr,  wliich, 
thei'ebu'e,  1  lMdie\'e  to  he  ihe  Sail  Antonio  of  ()viei1o.  As  Oviedo 
never  mentions  ^'erra/ano,  nor  any  of  the  names  i^iven  hy  him, 
iuit  often  cites  (Jonu'z  as  his  authority,  I  infer  that  the  name 
iJio  de  San  Antonio  must  lunc  been  derived  fi-om  the  accounf  of 
(lomez.  And  this  \\r\y  is  eonlirmed  by  (ioniara,  who  ^i\'es  to  a 
chaptei*  of  his  '  Ilisnu-ia  de  las  Indias,'  in  whi(di  he  repoi-ts  tlio 
expedition  of  (iomez,  the  title  '  i;io  d(-  San  Anionio.'  as  if  tliis 
ri\('r  had  b  M-n  one  of  the  most  important  <liscoveries  of  (byniez." 

Now  we  s"em  at  last  to  ha\'e  reaidu'd  soine  S(did  ground, 
(jui'c  beymid  the  insecure  foundation  of  coni<M-lure,  \  ere  it  not 
for  the  mislcadinu'  aopcal  to  <louiara*s  (dnniter  whicdi  loolcs  at 
first  so  comdnsi\-e.  These  titles  of  (iomara's  an^  not  at  ;il1  iii- 
dicative  of  the  subject  matter  treated  of  in  the  (duiptei-  whicdi 
llieyliea(h  TiM'y  are  sini]ily  w  ayinai  ks  for  l  he  rea(h'r.  The  ])oi!its 
on  the  ^ra]i  of  ( 'huM's  (  as  I>i'fore  stated  )  are  taken  np  one  by  one, 
and  tirst  rapidly  indicateil  in  a  summary  rnnnini;  thron,uh  some 
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of  tlu' caiiicr  cli.-ijilcrs;  the  IJio  dc  S;in  Aiitiniio,  wiili  its  iiiiinc- 
diatelv  adjoiiiiiii;  localities,  hciiiL;'  thus  cimnicratctl  in  <Miii|ii(r 
Xllr  'I'licn,  later,  fomiiiciirc  the  im nr  cxtcinlcd  accoii nl s.  ("hap- 
tL'i'XXXlX  is  headt'il     Los  i'.ai-a  1  la<ts." 

Xo  ineiilioii  wlialcvcr  is  made  id'  (ioiiirz,  but  we  kiio\\'  that  it 
is  meant  to  tiace  his  vovauc  and  al  or  somewheie  near  this  ex- 
treme iiort  lieasterii  ])arl  his  explorations  l)eua!i.  ("hapler  XI.  i< 
then  lieade(!  •■  l;io  de  San  Antonio."  Tnder  this  mention  is  made 
of  Gomez,  in  almost  the  same  lam;uam'  as  Herrera's,  w  ith  not  a 
word  more  of  information  than  he  i;ives  concerning'  llie  <'Xplora- 
tioiis  of  inlets  or  rivers;  and  I  lie  ri\('r  of  St.  Ant  hony  is  not  one;' 
mentioneil  in  this  (diajiter.  mndi  h^ss  desci'ihed,  after  the  name 
is  })laced  in  the  headinu.  'i'he  reason  it  was  (di(»sen  e\'en  as  a 
wajmark  is  ol)\ionsly  hecanse  of  the  conspicnons  chan.u(>  in  the 
direction  (d"  the  coast  here,  as  ;ilready  m)ticed  in  ( )\"iedo"s  account 
by  Dr.  Kohl.  lint  thei-*-  is  aiisoluddy  iiothinu  in  all  this  to  add 
the  least  confirmation  to  the  conjeidure  as  to  tlje  Ilmlson  Ki\er, 
or  rather  Xew  York  r>ay,  warranted  by  the  description  of  the 
coast  at  this  point. 

To  what  con(  lusion,  then,  are  we  Itrouuld  by  these  variiuis  coti- 
siderations,  jiro  and  con*  It  would  seem  that  we  must  a.L;ain 
eoiicede  the  disroveiy  of  Xe^\■  ^'ork  I^ay,  ami  possibly  of  the 
ntoiillt  of  our  md)h'  rivf  !•;  but  we  need  sonu'thinu'  more  ])ositive 
in  tlie  way  of  evidenc<'  to  convince  us  that  (lomez  actually  sailed 
up  the  Ilmlson,  (U-  that  he  cNen  went  as  far  as  ^'errazano  into 
the  Upper  IJay,  within  the  X-arrows.  And  even  as  re;^ai'ds  the 
Lower  l^ay,  Gomez,  as  little  as  ^'errazauo,  robs  Hudson  of  the 
cluiraetf'r  of  a  discovere  r.  In  (he  W(U-ds  of  a  diligent  student  of 
this  subje(d.  "  Althouuh  some  kind  of  knowled^-e  of  the  district 
explored  by  Hudson  in  IdO'.)  nnuht  ha\-e  been  gathered  hmu  befoiH' 
tliis  time  from  (h'sci'i]ttions  of  voyaL^cs,  ma]»s,  (duirts.  and  nnilirrft. 
the  results  of  the  investiLiations  undertaken  by  him  and  by  his 
Dut(di  success(U'S.  must  yet  l>e  consideret]  as  entir<dy  lUMV  discov- 
eries.   For  Hudson's  own  voya,L;e  of  KtOD  pro\es  beyond  doubt 
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that  all  the  vnmic  aiilcriur  noiidus  were  of  no  rral  \alue  to  sea- 
men and  i;(*o!4rai)licr.s." 

III.    WERE  THE  DUTCH  ON  MANHATTAN  ISLA.XJ)   IX   159S  ? 

T  Mill  admit  of  l>iit  v«'i'v  lilllc  disimio  tlial  N'ctTazano, 
in  ir)L'4,  and  (iomc/,  in  ani  icipalcd  llcnrv  Hud- 

son by  scNcial  d<T;idt's  in  tlu'  disco\c!y  of  Xcw  ^'o^k 
Bay  and  the  Hudson  Ki\ci-.  Tlioic  is  also  a  (daim 
foi'  previous  diseovery,  lion cNtr,  put  foiwai'd  in  Ixdialf  (d'  the 
l)ut(di.  ()ne  (onruh  Ml  liisloiian  of  tln'  nieti'opolis  slarls  out 
Greenlaml  <"(uui)any  piiiu'  lo  the  yeai'  l(iOt».  The  works  of  l)ut(  li 
were  here  as  earl\  as  loliS;  lull  he  L;ives  no  authorities  from 
wlienee  he  had  uaihered  this  siariiiuu  piece  of  information,  yet 
Ixd'ore  one  has  read  thirl  \  pau<'s  (d"  suidi  a  \v(dl  known  work  as 
]  )r.  E.  r>.  ()"(/a  1  hiLilia  u's  ••  H  i^t  ory  of  Ni'w  Net  heida  ml,'"  the  soui-ee  ■ 
<»f  the  statenu'iit  is  plainly  indicated,  and,  fori  iinalcdy,  also  the 
opportunity  f<U'  a  cartd'ul  w  ei^hini;  (d' t  he  test  iuuuiy  supporting;'  it. 

Dr.  O'l^'allauhan  i-id'eis  his  reailers  to  a  Huti  li  document  in 
the  State  ar(dnves  at  Alhauy.  dis(  (iNcred  by  .Mr.  IJiodhead  at  'I'he 
Ha;Line,  copied  by  him  for  his  (  (diet  li(ui  of  documeuis,  and  ti'ans- 
lated  and  published  in  thai  in\"alr.alde  sliUHduius<'  of  historical 
materia  1,  I  he  "  1  >ocument  s  I  eda  t  in^  t  o  t  he  <  '(don  ia  1  1 1  ist  o!'y  of  the 
State  of  New  ^'ol  k,"  vid.  i,  1  ID.  ct  scij.  I  lore  \\"e  read  :  "  New 
N(dherland  .  .  .  was  first  fre(|neiile<l  [e\plore<lj  by  the  in- 
haldtanfs  of  this  conulry  [llolhind]  in  the  year  ir>!iS,  and  esi)e- 
cially  by  ih.o^o  <d"  llie  <'i!eenland  ('(uu])any.  but  willuuit  making' 
any  lixed  s(d  l  lenient s,  (udy  as  sludti  r  [  i-esori  J  in  l  'ee  w  inter,  l^tr 
^\hich  purpose  they  erected  (Ml  the  North  ]  Hudson]  and  S(Uiili 
ri  >(da  w  are]  rivers  there,  t  wo  lilt  le  forts  ai:ainsl  the  incursions  of 
the  Indians.  A  (diai'fer  was  aftei-ward.  en  the  1  1 1  h  id'  <  )ct(d)er, 
Kill,  i-ianted  liy  rludr  lii^h  ^ifiuh  l  i  ;iesses  to  trade  ex(  Iiisi\(dy  to 
tin>  new  ly  discovere(l  c( umti  ies." 

Witliout  discnssinu  the  na t  nre  or  merits  of  this  docinnent  itself 
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Just  now,  we  will  first  wciuh  the  Viiltic  (if  its  statciiiciil .  Th,. 
lloliandcrs  w  ho  "  ri-cciuciiU'il  "  .Maiiiiat  tan  Island  in  IT.'.IS  wcr.. 
ill  (lie  f'liijilny  of  a  1  hitch  "  ( liccnlanil  (  \iiiiiiaii  v."  Now,  it  w miM 
seen  I  to  be  of  sonic  importance,  for  I  he  cstatilishnicnt  of  t  lie  inicr- 
osting  fact  under  discussion,  t  hat  t  here  be  hroii^ht  for \\  a i  i|  some 
evidence  of  the  existence  of  su'di  an  associa i ion  as  t ids  ( 1  recida nd 
( 'onii»an y.  I  'or  cert  ainly  if  no  i  race  of  it  s  existence  can  be  fiumd, 
this  AN'ould  cast  sei-ioiis  d(Md)t  upon  the  exploits  of  its  servants  in 
these  '\\aters. 

We  have  to  lie^in  \vitli  announciu!;'  the  lamentable  fact  that 
after  a  tliorouidi  seartdi  of  every  imauinable  source  of  infm-nia- 
tion,  we  have  been  unable  to  disco\cr  the  existence  id'  a  l)ut(  h 
(Ireenland  ("ompany  [uiiu'  to  the  yeai'  KlOlt.  The  works  of  iMitch 
hisloj-ians,  both  ancient  and  mo(h'rn,  were  car(d'idly  scanned,  but 
all  in  vain.  \\'ebeuan  witli  a  modern  writer,  X.  (i.  \'an  Jvampeu, 
sometimes  called  by  his  fond  and  admiring  counlrvmen  tip 
Dutili  Macaulay.  He  wrote  an  (dabor.ate  and  extensive  woi-]' 
of  four  or  five  (udaxo  volumes  on  l>e  Noh'rlanders  liuiten 
]*]ui'oi»a  "  (tlie  Net lierlamlers  (utlside  of  l']urope),  i;iviui;  an  eh)- 
qnent,  as  w(dl  as  exhaustive,  review  of  tliost-  achievements  in 
various  portions  of  t  lie  ^hd»e  wid(di  resulteil  in  the  estal)lishment 
of  the  ^^reat  Colouia  I  lanpire  of  tlie  l)ut(di,even  at  this  day  second 
only  to  lliat  of  the  l^nulisli. 

l>ui  tlu're  is  found  no  mention  of  a  Ibittdi  (;r<'<udaTid  Company 
(tr  its  doings,  either  in  these  v(dnmes  or  in  ^N  aucnaar,  wlio  li\cd 
ill  the  (Mu'iteent h  centui'y  ami  issueil  more  than  one  monumental 
l)ublicatioi!,  or  in  lior  ov  ^'an  .Afeteren.  of  the  sixteenth  <u'  sc\en- 
teenth  centuries.  Tliesc^  older  A\riters  let  no  e\'ent,  (U-  ti-ausac- 
ti(Ui,  or  insti!uti(Mi  of  a.ny  imp(u-tam-e  esi-ajte  them.  They  w>'T'e 
not  afraid  of  multi])lyinu  their  \'oluuu~s,  and  therefoj-c  not  ai  all 
deterred  from  notini;'  eveu  tlie  minutest  alTaii's  that  i-ame  within 
their  ken,  as  they  labiuiously  ])roce(-ded  fnun  year  to  year.  1>ni 
they  are  all  stra!iL:,ely  silen.f  about  this  ai)ocrv]thal  c(UIlpaIl^■ 
whose  niaiiners  v^cre  in  tiu'  habit  of  sheltiu'inL:,'  themselves  on 
^fanhattan  Island  before  IC.OO. 
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I'.ut  now  it  is  iinly  fair  to  indicate  liow  the  tradition  may  iiave 
(iriuinat cd  t  liai  i  licrc  ('  \  rr  w  as  sncli  an  oruanizal  ion  as  t  li<'  ( !  rccn- 
land  ('onii)any.  An  a[ii)r('(  iat  ion  of  any  reasonable  grounds  I'or 
lis  origin  will  Iielj)  ns  to  nnderstand  ''clter  liow  tlie  uiistal<e:! 
>latenient  came  to  be  made,  and  to  see  tlial  it  was  a  mistake, 
'riiere  did  exist  in  Ibdland  a  "  Xoordst  lu'  ( 'omitaunie,'"  or  Xortli- 
crn  Company,  and  there  exists  tlie  most  abundant  and  indubi- 
taltle  evidenee  lliat  t  he  terms  "  Northern  ( 'oni]tany  and  "  ( ire<-n- 
land  Company"  were  used  interchangeably,  and  were  botli  ap- 
plied to  the  fornn'r  assoi  ia t ion.  This  eoiupany  w  as  at  first  vim- 
liiu'd  to  the  nn'rcliants  of  tin-  [)rovinee  of  Holland,  who  had 
received  tlndr  idiai'ter  from  tht'  States-(  iemu-al,  aftei-  the  a])proval 
and  indorsenn-nt  of  suidi  a  measure  by  tlie  States  oi'  llolhind.  In 
Kill  the  chartei'  was  renewed,  bur  the  nierclianls  of  Zeeland 
wished  for  the  same  [)ri\ib',ues,  an<l  the  St ates-(,ieneral  granted  a 
ehai'ter  to  a  Zeidand  "  Xortlu'rn  ('om])any"  on  3Iay  28,  1G22. 
'J'nrnin^-  to  tlie  Croot  IMacc-aet  ]'>o<d<,"  vol.  I,  cols.  Vno,  GT4, 
we  disco\  er  the  two  names  in  ([uestioii  in  cui'ious  but  instructive 
jtixta})osition.  The  title  of  the  act  has  Xooi-tsehe  i'onipaguie, 
while  in  the  body  of  tlie  act  we  read  <  Iroenlandtsche  Comi)ai;nie. 
In  this  same  year  (1  )ecen\lier,  ](i22)  the  Zeeland  and  ll(dlaud 
companies  were  combined  into  (uie  ^fiuu-al  or  natioiuil  X'orthern 
romi»any/"  but  tin-  act  ;^rantin^  a  larger  charter  mentions  only 
the  above  nanu',  both  in  the  title  and  in  the  body  of  it.  It  is  to 
thisc(unpany  that  Moultoii  refers  in  his  •■  ilistoi'y  of  Xew  Yorh  " 
( p.  3<>2  ) ,  when  he  makes  t  he  assertion  that  "  tin-  ( i  reenland  ( 'oni- 
]»any  was  credited  in  l<i22."  lie  jdaces  this  association  on 
an  exact  lev(d  with  the  IList  and  \\'<'st  India  C(uupanies: 
Thns,  the  Xortliern  Seas,  Asia,  Africa,  and  Ann  I'ica,  were 
partitioned  to  three.-  armed  associat  ions,  possessin^■  powers  neaidy 
coextensive  with  those  of  the  K<'[nd»lic.""  The  company  idiartered 
in  l(i22  (as  we  Iia\'e  simui  i,  can  not  pi'opcrly  be  classed  as  (Mpnil 
in  im]i(U-tan.ce,  (;r  intlueuce,  or  powei-  i\ith  the  two  ureal  rom- 
niercial  associations  nanuMl  in  one  breath  with  it  by  ^Ir.  ^foulton. 
And  we  have  seen,  also,  that  it  did  mrt  ollicialiy  bear  the  name 


^554  THE  EiMriur:  siatk  in  tiiuki:  fEXTuuiKS. 

he  gives  it,  althonuli  tlial  nainc  miglit  be  iiitrrrliaimcalilc  w  iih 
tlic  true  diie  in  the  case  oC  subordinate  conipanics.  W-t  eve!! 
this  is'udt  the  rase  with  tlip  rhartcr  crca  t  iiil;-  Ihr  (U'iuiiinl  cdiii- 
pany  conti ii<'<l  to  Ilolhiihl  i»i'o\iii( c  ahuM',  \\"li('r('  tlicrc  is  no  mcu 
tion  of  the  uanio  ( i  rccjihmd  "  in  citiicv  the  lilh'  or  the  ImmIv  of 
The  (h)cnnu'nt.  T.asrly,  tlicro  is  tiiis  sii^iiiru-ant  cii-cumsiaiicr 
about  that  earliest  ehai-ler  of  any  "  Xort  hern  ( 'oinpany  "";  il  bcai  -< 
date  January.  Kill,  and  disiinrily  stiites  "that  no  sndi  eoni|iaiiy 
had  ever  been  eharteretl  before."  Tliis,  therefore,  settles  ilie 
question  as  to  wlietlier  it  could  ]»ossil)l^■  liave  been  men  in  ihe 
cniph)y  of  this  C(u:ipany,  luisralh'd  tlie  •'(  Jreeuland  ( "oin  (»a  ii  \ ," 
wlio  habitually  sought  relief  from  the  rigors  of  an  Ai-rtie  \\iritei 
on  the  shoi'es  of  the  Hudson  b'lver  in  the  year  ir)l)S.  This  could 
hardly  have  been,  \\  hen  it  \\  as  n(>t  erected  or  chartered  until 
Jamiary,  1()14. 

In  the  second  place,  if  fre(iuent  or  habitual  visits  to  Manhattan 
Island  \\  ere  made  l»y  tiie  ]  Hitch  in  and  after  the  year  loDS,  we 
are  at  a  h»ss  to  cmuprehend  the  entire  lack  of  recollection  of 
su(di  risits  on  the  part  of  the  Indians  thereabouts.  It  is  in-<isted 
on  luoi'e  than  once  in  \arions  re-counts  that  both  the  vessel  and 
the  i)ersons  of  its  crew  were  ol>iecls  of  boundless  wonder  to  ilie 
natives,  as  they  l)eheld  the  "  Half- .Moon  "  resting  u[)on  ihe  watei-s 
of  the  bay  or  uliding  up  the  ri\'er.  l)e  Laet.  (UU'  of  the  earliest 
to  write  on  Hudson's  disco\'ery,  publishing  his  "  Nieuwe  W'ereld 
(New  World)  in  KilT),  and  basing  his  stateiuenis  on  those  of 
Hudson's  own  journal,  perhaps  citing  his  \'<'ry  wor<ls,  speaks  as 
follo\\-s:  '"So  far  as  they  couhl  judge  and  find  out,  there  had 
never  been  any  ships  ov  ('hristians  in  this  I'cgion  bef(U'(\  so  that 
tliey  -were  the  hrsi  wlio  discoNcred  this  river  and  sailed  up  so  fai'. 
Suidi  ;i  deidaration  might  need  lo  be  received  with  some  sus]iicioii. 
if  the  author  had  inten.ded  t(»  maintain  a  (daim  of  the  lirsi  di-- 
covery  for  the  1  )nt(di  as  against  other  nat  ions,  r.ut  he  couM  ha\  e 
had  no  reason  to  suppress  the  (  ircnmstanci'  of  the  visits  of  the 
Dutch  themselves  to  our  river  in  l."!)S.  Tf  that  had  been  ]Kiieni 
to  De  Laet,  he  would  lune  been  only  too  glad  to  mention  il,  as 
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oiilv  iiicrciisiii!^-  tlic  validity  of  llic  Dutch  claims  to  tliosf  rr^ioiis^ 
l(_v  till'  liulit  III'  first  (iisc'ivcry.  lie  c(piil«l  iia\('  iia<i  particular 
(ihjcct  iu  i;l< ii  i f_\  iuu  tlic  ICii'^lisliiiia  ii  liudsou's  ('.\|)l()il  at  tlie 
expense  ef  the  sailors  nf  an  e\clusi\ely  and  undi >u  1  il ed ly  iMilch 
('ii-eenland  (\>ni]iauy.  r^a  urniuL:,  to  the  Indians,  we  notice- 

in  \'an  der  Domdv's  c{del>ra'(ii  '•  X'ertoouli,"  \\riitett  at  New 
Auistei-dani  and  jiulilished  at  The  lla,L^ue  in  Id.")!),  aiiniiier  ar- 
i-ainnnieiit  of  Hieir  [)oer  memories.  "  ICveii  at  the  present  day 
lliose  natives  of  the  country  w  ho  are  so  (dd  as  to  recolli'ct  when 
tlie  Dutcli  shi})s  first  came  here,  declaie  that  \\  hen  they  saw  tliem 
they  did  Tiot  know  wliat  to  make  of  them.  Some  amon;;'  them 
when  tlie  fu-st  one  arri\  ed  e\cii  ima,uine(l  it  to  1k'  a  tish  or  S(une 
monster  of  the  sea."  Now,  the  Indians  mi^ht  inih'ed  have  for- 
gotten a  visit  made  so  hm^'  ai^o  as  or  I-jLT),  if  N'errazano  and 
( loniez  really  did  disco\'ei'  tin-  Hudson  tlieii,  makinu  Imt  a  brief 
stay  and  a  ra]iid  examination  of  its  banks  at  best,  but.  an  habitual 
resort  to  its  sliores,  or  even  one  winter  spent  <m  tlu'  islainl  at  its 
inoutli,  in  forts  built  to  repid  their  attacks,  only  ide\(.'n  years 
•before  Hudson  cameanioiiL;'  them,  the  Indians  could  not  possibly, 
it  would  seem,  ha.ve  so  utterly  fiU'i^dtten  in  Klil'.K 

But  we  will  now  give  our  attention  nmi-e  jiariictilarly  to  the 
document  A\hi(di  assei'ts  thar  the  Dutch  were  on  ^Manhattan 
Island  as  early  as  ir>!»S.  ^\'hai  ^\■as  the  nature  of  it,  and  to  what 
di'gree  of  credence  is  it  entitled?  Mr.  lirodhead,  in  thc' ex[)laua- 
tory  heading  \\hiidi  he  usually  [iretixes  to  the  documents  in  his 
collection,  stades  that  is  a  report  uiade  in  l(il4  by  tlu'  chairman 
<d'  a  conunittee.  ttv  I'.oard  of  Acconn.ls,  ajipointed  l)y  the  direi'tors 
of  the  ^\'est  India  Comiiany.  Several  docunu-uts  Axcre  jilaced  in 
his  (the  (diaiiiiia  n's  I  hands  for  the  purpose  of  enabbuu-  him  to 
furiush  to  the  eom[)any  a  succinct  i'e\  iew  (d'  eNcnts  connected  with 
the  oiigin  (d'  the  settlement  on  Manhattan  Island,  and  with  Its 
progress  up  to  that  date.  The  writei-  begins  with  the  story  of 
tlu'  Duttdi  and  their  forts  in  l.'iOS.  lmme<liat(dy  after  this  tho 
ollicial  histoi'ian  glides  easily  into  what  he  evidently  eithor 
considers  himself,  or  wishes  othin-s  to  bcliovo,  is  the  next  stage 
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iu  t  hv  hist  (iry  of  the  .Ma  iiliat  t  an  ('nldii  y ;  namely  t  liis  :  "a  rlin  ii  ri 
was  al'tcrwartl,  on  lln'  lllli  nf  <  )ci(ilit'r,  ir»]  1,  m-ant('(l  l»y  ihcii 
*  lliL^li  .Miulil  incsscs.' As  if  notliinij,'  of  ini[i(ii-ian(('  lia-l  liaji 
l)eiUMl  between  ir)llS  ami  IC.l  t: 

Tlie  (|nesti(in  tlierel'ere  arises,  if  tliis,\\as  in<'aiit  for  liistmy 
in  ICil-l,  wliy  was  i(  wi'itien  so  iniperlVct  ly?  ll  cdnld  not  lie 
till'  fact  (if  Ilndsdirs  (lisedN'ery,  so  \ilally  runnecicd  wiih  ih.' 
oi'iiiin  (if  Manhattan  ('ninny,  had  been  cdiniiletel  \"  fdi'udtten  at 
that  time,  nnuh  less  tliat  after  a  carefnl  examinat  inn  ef  all  ih" 
papers  available  td  diretdnrs  of  the  West  India  ('diujiany,  iIm- 
chaiianan  (if  their  cdnimittee  shduld  nnl  ha\'e  come  m-rdss  the 
record  of  that  discdvery.  How,  then,  did  he  ha[>pen  id  jiass  i; 
over  in  ntter  silem-*'  in  his  ollh-ial  re[idrt  ?  \N'as  it  jinrjidsidy  sii|> 
pressed  ?  If  so,  what  conld  hav('  been  the  motive  for  this  sinLiular 
proceed  iiiL!,'? 

We  thiidc  we  ca!)  I'eadily  di\ine  what  the  nuttive  was,  anIkmi 
we  read  in  more  than  one  i'lnulish  writing;-  what  nse  that  nalinn 
contrived  to  make  of  the  fact  lh.it  the  discovery  of  the  Hudson 
Kiver  was  a(due\'ed  by  an  lui^lishman.  Peter  Ileylin,  w  Im  w nde 
before  the  surremh  r  of  New  \e(herland  ir,  ICiCii,  remarks: 
"Willi  him  [/.(•.,  lindson]  the  Hollanders,  in  ICiOl),  eompdn iided 
for  his  (diarts  and  m;ips;  but  they  were  hardly  warm  in  their  nen- 
riabitat  ions,"  A\  heii  Ari^all,  L;-o\-ern(ii'  of  \'ir^inia,  dispiite(l  ih^ir 
title  to  this  region,  \\  hi(di  was  ldoke(l  iijidn  as  pai't  of  \'irL:inia 
t<'ri'ilory.  'idie  lattei'  ad\anced  this  im:ciiions  arunment  in  sup- 
port of  his  (daini,  lliat  Hudson,  nn^Ier  wdiose  sale  they  (daimed 
that  country,  bein^  an  l^nulishman  am!  licensed  to  discoxcr  tlid<c 
northern  parts  by  the  Kin^  id'  laiulauii,  could  md  alienate  oi' 
disniendiei- it  (bein^•bnt  a  part  (ir  proN  ince  of  X'ii'^inia  I  from  the 
<'rown  thereof."  This  matter  of  a  sale  "  by  Hudson,  wdiit  h  w  as 
illeual,  and  the  conse(  [ueiit  riuh  t  "  of  the  Imi^I  ish  to  New  Nei  Ii- 
erland,  is  bronuht  out  auain  in  book  \\ritten  nearlv  a  century 
later,  oi*  lonLi'  aftei'  the  ]>i'oblem  whiidi  was  unsolved  in  He\liu  > 
time — liow  to  u'et  the  r>nt(di  out  and  the  l^imlish  in  -  had  been 
solved  by  T'ohuud  Xicolls  in  In  this  book,  ^^'illiam  Smith"- 
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"History  of  Xcw  York"  (IT.-)!),  wo  read,  scarrely  without  a 
siiiiU":  "  Henry  lliulsoii.  an  I'^nulisliiiiaii,  (icciirdiini  to  nur  tmllior^y 
in  tlio  yar  KiOS  (xic),  uiidcr  a  coiiiiiiissinii  I'roiii  the  Kiu^;,,  his 
master,  (lisco\-ere<l  Loiil;,'  fslanil,  New  ^'oi'k,  and  tlu^  river  wiiicli 
still  bears  his  name;  ami  a  ft  erwanl  sohl  the  country,  or  ratliei' 
his  llij^ht  to  the  lUiti  li.  Their  wi'iters  couleml  that  llmlson  was 
sent  out  by  the  l^ast  Imlia  ('omjiany  in  KiO".)  to  disrover  a  m)rth- 
■west  i^assauc  to  ( "hina.  It  is  said,  ho\v«'vei',  thai  tliere  was  a  sale, 
and  that  the  ]Cn,i;iish  objorted  to  it,  tliouuli  they  for  st)me  time 
iieil,lec'ted  to  (i])])ose  the  l)ut<  h  settlement  of  the  country." 

Now,  \\e  can  i-ea<lily  appreciate  why  the  l)ut(di  ^\'est  India 
Comi)any  niiuht  have  ;i  distinct  and  deliberate  ol.iject  in  not  being 
too  exact  in  their  history  of  .Maidiattan  (Ndony.  Tiiey  would 
naturally  be  very  shy  of  uivin^'  occasion  or  encouraj;t'nient  to  a 
I'ival  nation  on  the  ah'rt  to  press  a  (daim  avowedly  ma<le,  how- 
evei*  unjust,  to  t<'rritories  intiaiste<l  to  the  com|)any's  care  and 
iLiOvernment.  It  wouhl,  to  say  the  least,  have  been  very  im]>olitic 
to  liive  countenance  to  it  in  one  of  their  o\\n  (dlicial  papers. 
About  tw(dve  yeai's  later  the  diiectors,  writini;  to  Stuyvesant, 
white  C'ommendinu'  him  for  the  reduction  of  New  Sweden,  at  the 
same  time  remonstrati'd  \\itli  liim  for  ha\in^  ma<le  a  written 
au'reement  with  tlie  Sw'e(lish  commander.  And  they  then  put 
into  So  many  words  the  slirewd  ]>o]icy  whitdi  we  sui;L;(*st  they 
f(dio\\ed  in  the  ]»resent  instance,  sayinu:  Wliat  is  written  is 
{i!o  lonu  i)reser\-ed  and  may  be  prodnceil  when  not  desired, 
whereas  w(n-ds  not  re<-orded  are  in  t!ie  lajise  of  tinn>  foru'otten, 
or  may  be  exjdaimMl  away"  ( ( )"( 'allauhan's  \ew  Xelherhtnd," 
N'ol.  ii,  p.  ,'^27).  If  Aruall  on  the  spot,  and  oidy  a  few  years 
after  t  he  settlemeid  ;  if  llexdin  in  a  bool<^  ',\-rii!en  and  pnlilished 
before  KKil,  could  make  so  mmdi  (d'  Ilndson's  nationality  in  the 
matter  of  his  discovei-y,  so  tlial  more  than  ;i  hundred  years  after 
that  event  sober  histoi-ians  could  still  coolly  re])eat  the  stoi'V  of 
iMi^laml's  supreme  I'iulit  and  (piil(-  cast  aside  tlie  claims  of  the 
Dutih,  then  it  may  well  ha\-e  I»een  c(Uisidered  in  Kill  that  it 
Would  be  a  dan;4erous  com-essiiui  to  have  e\-en  made  an  alltision 
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to  Iludsdti  in  a,  (•(Uiiniit  tec  rc])i)i-t.  ruder  these  ciicuiiisi  ,i  nces. 
fiiuliiijj,'  al  home  a  iiiiss'l'U  prev  ahaii  ami  com cnieiii  i  iinioi-  ah<iii! 
the  (JreeiilamI  ( "mii [la n y  ami  ils  vessels  in  Ni'W  \"t)r]\  \\;\\ 
i'i\ei',  W'ilhont  any  inieiition  \n  deliheralely  Falsify,  the  chairm.in 
of  tin'  coniinillee  simply  i nciu  jKaa t ed  ttie  statement  nmha-  dis- 
ciissicni  in  his  re|iort.  I'(  i'  luisim'ss  piuposes,  in  the  i>a|M'i-  pre- 
l)ar(,'(l  by  business  men  and  mit  I)y  historians,  this  may  lia\e 
been  _L!,()od  enouuh  histoiy;  but  beinu  preser\'e<1  in  this  duru- 
inentai'y  form,  and  leail  in  an  ai^c  eaucr  for  docnmentaiy  evi- 
dciU'O  and  too  ready  to  lAive  nndui'  weight  to  un|)nblis!ieil  and 
ori;j,iiial  matter,  the  assertinn  deri\ed  an  importance  which  it 
does  not  leally  deserve,  and  was  not  intended  to  possess.  And 
so  entirely  unsnp]Hnied  is  it  i>y  otlier  ]»roofs,  or  by  the  facts  nf 
history,  that  wen  the  (b)cnn)en1  ai'y  (diaracter  of  tliis  e\idence 
lias  not  prevailed  to  decei\'e  w  ise  and  jmlicions  iiu'cst  iua  tors. 
It  is  cloar  tliat  it  did  not  commend  itself  as  quite  tiaisl  woi-t  hy 
for  hist(»rical  purjioses  to  1  )r.  ( )"( 'allauhan.  In  (luotin^  it.  tli(im:li 
its  own  assortion  is  entirely  )>osili\-e,  h;-  introduces  its  lanunaue 
by  the  cautious  pliras(\  it  is  said  ";  r.rodliead,  w  hose  reseai'dies 
broui;]it  file  i)aper  to  liiiht,  also  deals  very  j^in^orly  with  it,  held- 
in^'  it  olT  at  arm's  lenuth,  so  to  sjieak.  and  saving;:  ''It  uei'ds 
confirmation  " — and,  imU'cd,  it  certaiidy  dues. 

IV.  ONE  WORD  MOKE  AtJOUT  THE  DUTCH  ON   MANHATTAN  ISLAND 

IN  1598. 

N  tlie  arti(  h^  of  this  a]t]tendi\-,  tr(^alinii-  of  the  explora- 
tions of  the  North  Amei'ican  coast  ju'evious  to  ilnd- 
son's  aia-i\al  in  the  "  Ilall'Afoou."  in  1(100,  it  was  in- 
evitable that  t  he  a  u  t  hoT'  sliould  discuss  also  t  lie  abi  ive- 
nientione<]  qma  y.  ^^'e  eliserve  that  1iis  vi(nv  is  diamet  l  ica  11  v 
o})]iosed  to  our  own.  He  seems  to  tliiul;  that  it  scarcely  admits 
of  a  doubt  tliat  the  statement  ,»f  the  rMminittee  of  tin'  ^^'esl  Tmlia 
Company  is  correct.    And  a  curious  im  ident  connected  with  tins 
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t rovcrsv  is  that  the  autlinr.  Dr.  15.  l\  ])(.•  Costa,  w1h>  awards 
tlit'iii  the  lioiKif  ol  ]irc\i()iis  <1  isr()\cry,  has  iki  pai'ticular  prcju- 
<li(<'S  in  ra\(if  i>r  1  he  hutch;  w  iii  h'  I  iic  wii  ( ci'  fif  t  Iiis  jia  |)ci',  with 
»'\(  ly  (h'sirc  to  athi  lanicls  to  ihc  brows  ol  llolhiiid,  can  not  find 
it  in  liis  heart  to  honcsily  conccd,'  tiiciii  the  lioiior  in  qnrstion. 
It  ccrtainlN  licspcaUs  lor  the  comiMct  of  the  in\fst  ii;a  t  ion  ou 
cithri-  side  unbiased  jud^nieiil  in  w  ei^liini:  ifie  eA  i(h'nce. 

Jt  must  be,  and  ist  heerlully  ai  l;no\\  ledi^ed,  that  1  ))•.  DeT'osta 
makes  out  a  strong  ]th  a  in  f  i\'or  of  his  tlieoi-y.  Such  an  nii- 
doubted  autlioiit\  on  Xoith  American  exjdoi-ation  and  tin'  cai'- 
to^i-ajdiy  of  out-  coast,  could  not  but  succeed  in  i)i'esenlini;'  his 
side  in  the  most  forcilde  liulit. 

Wr  beiiin  by  (|notinu  liis  statement,  inclndiiiL:  tlie  citation 
ffom  tlu'  West  India  ronii)any  document,  \\  lience  arose  the  <]uos- 
tion  of  the  Dutch  beini;  liere  l)ef(.re  Hudson:  "In  1508  and 
tlH'roal><)ut,  \\-e  lind  it  asserted  that  the  Dntcdi  wero  uixm  tlie 
i;T(»nml,  for,  in  tlie  Vv'ar  Jfil!,  tlie  Committee  of  the  Dutidi  West 
Imlia  (''om])any,  luiown  as  tlie  (Jeni'ral  I')oar<l  of  Accounts,  to 
^^■ll(Jnl  numerous  (hx  nnier.ts  and  papers  liad  been  intrusted,  made 
a  lon.iitliy  re}>oi't,  \\hi(  h  they  beuin  as  f(dlo\vs:  *  New  Nether- 
land,  situated  in  America,  between  l']ie;lish  ^'ir^inia  and  New 
En<j,land,  extendinu  fr;;m  the  South  (Didaware)  lliver  Ivini;  in 
the  34.1  decrees  to  ('a])e  Malabar,  in  the  latitude  of  4H  <lei;Tees, 
was  first  fre<juente(l  by  the  inhabitards  of  this  conidry  ( ITol- 
himl),  iti  the  yea.r  l.^DS,  and  esjiecially  by  those  of  the  (Ireenhmd 
C()in])any.  but  \\ifhont  malani!  tixed  s(*ttlements  oidy  as  a  sludter 
in  winter.  I'or  \\lii(  h  they  Ituilt  on  the  North  I  Hudson)  and 
Smith  (D(da\varei  Itivers  there  two  little  forts  aL;ainst  the  at- 
ta(dcs  of  t  he  Indians."  " 

Dr.  De  Costa  takes  note  of  t  he  fact  that  in  s]»ite  of  the  positive- 
ness  f)f  th.is  documentary  testinumy,  nricarthed  by  Mr.  P.i'odhead 
himself,  the  lattei'.  nevei  t  heh  ss.  refuses  to  uive  credit  to  it  and 
brings  if  forward  A\  i;h  the  remaric  thai  it  needs  contlrmatiou." 
This  <(itdn'mation  our  antliei'  is  pi'e)»ared  to  furnish,  and  h<^  ail- 
(lress(-s  himself  to  the  task  with  (diaraideristic  alacrity.  He 


360 


THi;  K.Mi'ii;i:  stati:  in  tii!;i:i;  cDXTt  uiKi^, 


skillfully  makes  I]iiulisliiu;iii  supiMirt  a  risal  narion's  claiiii 
to  priori'v  of  <1  isr< 'V(-iy,  ami  it  wdulil  crilainly  aiijx'ar  a.- 
if  the  fact  of  tlir  l>ntcli  hfiiiu  t>n  Maiilialiaii  Ishind  hcfoic  KiUit 
musi  tiaif,  if  an  ICiiul  ishma  n,  writiiii;  a  prix'atc  Icttci'  td  aii- 
otlM'T-  lMiL;Iislimaii,  umnialirrMlly  asserts  il.  Thus,  Ik  i\\c\ci-. 
(Iocs    (io\('ni(ir  1 '.lad  f' u-d,    in    ad'h-cssiuL;,    his  ]iiiii 

(■i])al  Sir  r'tTuandu  (i()I■^('s.  "  r.i-a<if<u-(I  says'"  (we  quote  l)r. 
De  Costa)  "  umler  dale  ef  .Tune  1.'.,  KiiJT,  thai  tlie  l)ut(di  en  the 
Hudson  'have  used  trading  fhei'i'  this  six-  or  se\'eu-aud-t  w  cnty 
yeai-s,  but  have  he^un  to  phmt  (d'  later  time,  aud  uow  ha\e  re- 
duced their  ti-ade  to  some  ordei'.' 

Naturally  euouuli,  if  Dr.  De  Costa  has  read  l>radford's  Idler 
arijilit.  The  coni  lusiou  must  follow:  " 'rinis  alxiut  s<'\-enieeii 
years  before  the  <  "ommittee  of  KU  I  reported,  ( loveruor  Dradfoi  d, 
ail  uuwilliuii  but  evei-y  way  conipeieut  aud  caudi<l  wiluess,  cai-- 
ried  ba(dc  the  Duteli  orcu])amy  under  the  (ii-eenlaml  ('empany 
to  the  year  KiPi)." 

Another  witness,  who  is  im]ii  essi\'(dy  ulilized  by  Dr.  De  ("esta, 
is  the  Jesuit  Missionary,  I-'aHu  r  Isaac  doi;ues.  .Much  tn  ihe 
liouor  and  ci-edit  of  tliat  otherwise  not  very  creditable  ollicial. 
Director  William  Kiefl,  this  worthy  man  was  hospitably  enler- 
taiiU'd  at  I'ort  .\msterdani  aftt  r  liis  rescue  from  his  Indian  per- 
secutors, in  the  yt':\v  ICIC.  In  ;i  letter  wfilteii  on  .\uuusi  '^. 
of  that  year,"  remarks  Dr.  D"  Costa,  "he  says  that  the  Dutch 
w<'re  here  'about  tift\  years'  befoic,  while  I  hey  be^an  to  sellh' 
permaiieiitly  otdy  about  *  twenty  years'  since.  The  hitler  slafe- 
metil  is  sunicieiitly  correct,  as  1i\'2'-'>  was  the  yeai'  when  a  i>ei-- 
uianeut  c(dony  was  esiablisheil  by  tho  Dutide  The  b)rmer  slate 
luent."  our  author  t  rium  |»ha  n  t  ly  I'oinarlss,  ••carries  us  back  to 
the  dati'  of  the  •(Ireenland  ( 'oinpany."  "  In  fact,  we  ha\('  two 
years  to  s|)are,  for  fifty  years  befoic  KIK;  would  briiiu  us  to 
1 :»!»(;. 

A  third  ]iiece  of  contlrmatiou  is  drawn  by  the  leaiiied  doctor 
from  the  "  Kem(  uist  ra  nee,"  oi-  •■  X'ertoo^h,"  ]u-epared  by  \'aii  dei- 
Douck  and  other  citizens  n['  New  .\mslerdam  as  a  bill  of  i^fiev- 
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ancos  against  the  adniinist ral ior.  of  I'ctci'  ;~^t nyvcsaiit,  and  laid 
ht'Tore  the  Statrs-(  Jciu'ral  at  'i'lic  lla^u*-.  l)r.  Dc  Costa  i]U(>tcs  it 
as  follows:  *' l']ast  of  the  Xoitli  lJi\cr,  Ix'^innini;  at  CajM'  »"ud, 
named  in  KiOO  by  oiir  own  j)('o]ilr  NCw  llollaiid  (  wIk  ffof,  also, 
possession  was  taken,  if  ai'e  coii-ectly  infoi-med  tiy  tlie  <t(M^- 
( ion  of  t  heir  1 1  i^li  .M  i  ulit  i  ness'  arms  i .  dow  ii  to  within  six  lea^nes 
oftlieN(»rth  Kiver."  'I'liis  I)r.  j)e("osta  takes  to  l)e  "  descril)ing' 
the  oceupation  of  the  count  l  y  [/.'  .,  Xew  Xelherhiiid]  by  ihe 
r)iit(di,"  and  if  it  be  smdi  lie  may  well  conuratnlate  liimself  that 
''  this  ai;ain  reeogni/.es  the  l)atrli  as  iiere  in  the  year  given  by 
llradford." 

Imleed,  our  esteeme<]  anilior  has  now  so  fnlly  established  liis 
case  to  his  o\^■n  satisfaction  that  he  deems  it  supi-rtliious  to  ad- 
duce any  further  proofs.  "So  far  as  present  evidence  goes,"  he 
observes,  "it  is  perhajis  nnnecessar\  lo  say  anythiTig  more  in 
vindication  of  tho  statement  of  the  Dutch  Committee  of  1G44, 
claiming  tliat  re])r(^seniatives  of  the  rjr(-onIand  ('oiniiany  win- 
tered here  in  150S."  Yet,  "  as  a  niatler  of  interest,"  he  brings  to 
notice  as  a  hist  witness  in  his  fa\(ir  the  <'minent  Dutch  traveler 
and  eosinogra]dier,  \'an  lanschoten.  ()n  one  of  lanschoten's 
maps  there  is  "  a  <]otted  trail  from  the  laiitnde  of  the  llmlson 
to  the  St.  Lawrence,  showing  tliat  at  the  time  this  map  was  juib- 
lislied,  or  ir)l)S,  the  r"gion  of  the  Hudson  was  known.  "  Liii- 
schoten  was  one  id'  the  best  iufoi-med  u\'  Dutt  h  writers,"  remarks 
]>r.  De  ( 'ost  a,  "  a  iid  prnl>;ibly  iiiKlerstood  the  signiticaiice  of  rhe 
i-epi\'seid  al  iiui  tipon  his  tna])."  'riieu,  a  ]iage  or  two  further  on, 
he  *|uotes  from  lans(dioten's  "  ]  »iscourse  of  N'oyages  "  in  its  l^ng- 
lish  form,  pidilished  in  London  in  lo'.lS,  gi\iiig  measurements  of 
<l-istances  between  various  points  on  oui'  coast,  among  which  is 
this  item,  "and  again  to  the  ri\er  of  Saitit  Aidhony,  (Uie  hun- 
dre(l  niib's."  Dr.  I 'e  ('osta  says,  therefore,  of  these  nieasure- 
nients,  tliat  they  "  fix  Iteyond  <inestion  that  ihe  Hudson  was  per- 
fectlv  well  ktiown." 

Having  imw  fully  and  tairlx  presente(l,  or  ridiearsed.  Dr.  De 
Costa's  vie\\'  of  this  q  ties  lion,  we  take  t  he  1  iberty  of  also  rest  at  iiig 
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(lUi*  own  si'lc,  and  of  w  tlic  valiu'  of  our  cstcciiKMl  (i|.|m) 

iU'iit"s  testimony.  Our  caso  is  not  that  of  1 1  ml i!»ras's  soincw  hal 
{taradoxical  cliaractt'i', 

"  Tiic  man  convinced  ai;ainsl  liis  w  ill, 
Is  of  tlic  same  opinion  si  ill." 

Nor  do  we  bclicNc  thai  as  we  proceed  we  shall  be  tlioiiulil  to 
merit  tlie  application  of  Tojic's  lionicly  Init  tiailliful  simile: 

"  'Tis  with  onr  judunients  as  our  watches,  none 
(_io  just  alike,  luit  eat  h  btdieves  his  own." 

Such  states  of  mind  are  entirely  at  variance  with  true  stdiidar- 
sliij).  Like  (Jradurind,  in  ]>ickens's  "Hard  Tinu's,"'  we  waiil 
"  facts,  j^i'ent lemon,  nothinu-  Itut  facts."  As  we  said  at  I  lie  beuin- 
ninj4',  notlunii  would  uratify  us  m(U'e  than  to  l>e  able  to  believe 
conscientiously  tliat  the  l)nt(di  wer(^  on  Maidiattan  Island  in 
laDS  or  14!»S,  or  l  ll»2  for  that  matlei-,  either.  lUit  to  oni-  minds, 
to  quote  Lowell,  "  the  fads  air  a^in  us." 

We  claim  tlie  ]•ri^■ile^(',  first  of  all,  of  reiteratiu.u  brietly  tlie 
general  objeciions  of  the  preceding.';  article.  ^Ve  supposed  we 
made  it  plain  that  there  was  no  Dutt  h  (ireenlaiid  Comiiany  in  ex- 
istence in  loDS.  nor  before  4.  Dr.  Defosta  has  recognized  that 
diflicnlty.  He  says :  On  the  general  subject  il  may  be  said  t hat 
the  record  of  the  '  ( "ii'e'.nla  nd  (  'ompany'  is  not  satisfactory,  yet 
the  Word  '(ireenland*  at  that  time  had  a  veiy  gt'ueral  use,  and 
all  that  the  ('onimittet^  of  Accounts  may  have  meant  by  the 
phrase  was  that  a  comjiany  or  association  engaged  in  the  fur  oi- 
fish  trade,  Mdiitdi,  for  ceiiiuries  ev(Mi,  had  been  prosecute<l  at  the 
north,  had  sent  some  shijis  To  this  region  in  l.")lts."  llur  w  le  n, 
in  the  year  KI4  1,  the  commit  tee  s])eaks  of  Ihr  ( ireenland  ( 'omjiany 
and  not  of  <i  (Ireenland  fomjiany.  we  can  not  escapi'  the  conclu- 
sion that  a  very  definite  l)ody  or  association  ^\■as  meant  ;  namely, 
the  Northern  (  sonn'times  called  (',  fciiihiiid  )  Comjtanv.  (uua  ni/.ed 
in  IGIL  and  aiiain  on  a  national  basis  in  l(i22:  '"before  which 
[the  charter  of  1014  says]  no  such  company  had  ever  existed 
before." 
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A  second  (lilTn'UItv  to  oiii-  mind  lav  in  tlic  fact  that  the  Indian.- 
w  Iio  met  Hudson  in  Hit)'.)  could  lia  \c  so  comidctciv  foi^oiicn  the 
l)utcli  who  spent  a  winter  on  Mauliatlan  Island  (udy  ele\('n 
years  before.  Dr.  1  >e  ('osta  coiild  no  donht  enliuliten  oui'  minds 
on  that  ])oint;  liuf,  uid'orl  una  i  el  \ .  he  has  not  doni;  so,  and  hence 
our  darkness  remains  unrelie\-ed  and  the  force  of  our  ohjecliou 
on  this  score  is  not  lessem'd. 

In  trealinu'  of  the  conimittee's  repiu't  itself,  we  had  no  hesita- 
tion in  su^^cst ini;'  that  they  found  it  expedient  to  utilize  a  loose 
runH>r  and  to  suppress  all  allusion  to  Iludsiurs  exjdoit.  Or. 
I)e  Costa  "  prefers  to  hel ie\'e  t  ha t  the  c(uii mil  1  ee  was  hot  h  luumsl 
ami  well  informed."  \\'(dl,  that  is  indeed  a  much  mor<'  (diari- 
table  franu'  (d'  mind,  and  \-ery  beconiiu^'  to  a  Christian  (dcr- 
^ymaii.  I'ut  the  ^\'est  Imlia  Company  jieople  were  shrewd  l)tisi- 
lu'ss  men,  and  we  showed  what  reason  iliey  had  foi-  fearin,U'  that 
advantage  miL'ht  bi>  taken  of  their  statem<'nls.  And  whih-  we 
were  far  from  impeaching  their  honesty  oi-  their  veracity,  wo 
adduced  testinnniy  out  of  theii-  own  ])apers,  eomiiosed  twelve 
years  later,  that  they  could  follow  a  ]>(dicy  of  shr<'wdness  a  little 
aside  from  the  direct  truth  in  case  of  m'cessity.  S\n  li  do  they 
indicate  in  their  admoniti(ui  to  Stnyvesant :  ^^'hat  is  written 
is  too  lon.L;'  preserved,  and  may  be  ])roduce(l  when  not  desired 
whereas  words  not  n-corth'd  are  in  the  lai)se  of  time  forgotten 
or  may  be  explained  away." 

We  ai'e  now  ])ri'pared  to  cross-examine  Do  Costa's  four 
witnesses;  and  we  b"gin  with  the  last,  Xnu  Lins(diofen,  whom  he 
introduces  in  a  sort  of  "  su}ternumerary  "  way,  as  the  thirteenth 
unit  in  a  "  leaker's  dozen,"  not  really  n<'cessarv  for  his  jturposes, 
but  generously  "thrown  in."  ^Ve  took  the  fi((uble  to  <'xamine 
that  map  of  lo!)S.  with  the  mysterious  marking  which  1  >r.  Do 
Costa  calls  a  "dotted  tiail."  II  loolcs  something  like  that;  but 
it  might  also  mean  a  mountain  range.  As  T)r.  T>e  Costa  hims(df 
naively  remarks,  T.ins(  hoten  jU'ob.ibly  undei'stood  the  signifi- 
cance of  the  !'e]U'<'senta ' ion  U])on  his  map."  It  is  quite  gi-atuitous, 
howevi'r,  to  make  out  of  it  a.  trading-route  between  the  Hudson 
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and  St.  Lawi'ciicc;  fur  there  is  init  ;i  sus])ici()ii  of  siidi  a  livep 
as  the  IhidsDu  indicated  (ni  ihe  map.  Auaiii,  as  to  Liiisi  ImtenV 
lneas^ll■eInelll  s.  i  lie  I  ii  1 1  i  ii  ij,  Ids  iiieni  i(  >ii  n\' t  lie  Sa  i  H  i  .\  ii  I  Ik  ii y  I  Ti  \  rr. 
These  tielldliL:  ;is  to  tlie  |)i-eseiice  of  Ids  coil  ii  li  y  ii  len  ,,]; 

]\faiilia !  I  a  II  Islaml  in  ir.llS.  Such  careful  L;-eo;L;i'a  phica  I  enmiifra 
tioiis,  and  tlie  mention  of  tin-  "  Kio  ile  Sand  .\iilonio,""  liad  all 
occiir];'(|  in  ()vieilo's  re\  iew  ni'  the  .Ma]i  of  (  haves  of  l.").'!".  anii 
had  Ikh'H  re[»cated  ](\  (iomaia  in  a  hook  ])ulilished  in  Spanish  at 
Antwerp  (next  dooi'  Ic  Holland)  in  l^o:*,  or  ir.r»l.  Li iisclioi r n, 
while  he  had  heeii  a  i;real  traveh-r.  hail  spent  his  years  of  tra\ci 
in  Si)ain,  Italy,  on  the  African  coasts  and  the  islamls  west  of  it, 
and  in  the  l^a.st  Indies;  but  he  was  never  in  America. 

Xext  let  lis  see  w  hether  I  )r.  1  )e  ( 'osta  has  cori-ectly  j-ead  that 
telling'  letter  of  (io\oinor  liradford  to  Sir  I'ernando  <ioruvs. 
Was  that  statement  reuardini;  "these  si.\'-oi'-se\-cn-aiid-t  wenty 
yeai's  "  entii-ely  his  ow  n,  and  an  acknow  leilmiienl  of  a  fad  he 
knew  or  recouni/.eil  ?  If  we  look'  at  all  the  historical  circum- 
stances we  shall  find,  that  the  mention  of  rhese  years  is  merely 
by  way  id'  ijuot  at  ion  ;  a  hrin^iii^  to  the  not  ice  of  his  cori-espiuulent 
a  (daim  made  by  the  Iiutcli  themsehcs.  In  Mai'ch,  of  that  same 
year,  Direetor  Ti  ter  .Miiiuit.  of  New  Xetherland,  had  seni  Idlers 
ti)  (lovernoi'  r.radfoid,  hesjiealvinu  ;i  friendlv  intercourse.  No 
answer  beinu'  recei\ed,  .Miniiii  sent  another  letter  by  the  captain 
of  a  ship  just  arri\ed  fnuii  llolland.  In  i-eply  to  this  r.ra!lfor<l 
writes  on  AiiLiust  11,  H>l!T,  "tor  howsoevd*  yen  alle;:;e  in  \oui' 
former  lettei-  that  yen  ha\e  mni^ated  ami  traded  in  these  ])arts 
above  this  twenty-six  years."  II  is  this  alleuation  which  I'.ral- 
ford  <-on \-eys  to  (  ioi  ^es,  t  he  lei  ter  to  whom  he  coiiimem-fS  :  "  W  e 
have  of  late  recei\ed  letters  from  the  Dutch  pla  ii  t  a  t  ii  ui."  .\ml 
as  to  Minuit's  arit  liiuet  ic — he  evident  ly  made  a  mistake  in  si  ai  iii.u 
tliaf  the  Dutch  had  lu-eii  in  the  habit  <d'  trading  on  Maniialian 
Islaml  for  six-  or  se\  en-aml-t  wenly  years.  In  1Cr27  it  was  ex 
ardly  sixteen  oi-  se\-enteen  A'ears  since  the  tirst  ship  was  sent  out 
(ir.lO)  to  the  river  which  Ifmlsou  had  explored.  The  letters  to 
Bradford  wei-e  composed  in  Dutch  and  I'reiich    ,iml  had  to  be 
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i('[ti(Miiic<'»l  into  a  third  laii.uiiauc  and  liciici'  an  error  niii;lit 
easily  have  slipixMl  in.  ( )r  il'  iii^nres  w  ere  ii^<ed,  in  the  script  of 
lliose  (hiys  t  lie  matter  wouhl  almost  ine\ilal)ly  he  iuN'oh/ed  in 
nncert  ain ly.  t  her  -lov  ues,  a  not  liei-  of  I  )r.  I  »e  ( 'osi  a's  wit  n esses, 
w  rote  a  letter  to  his  sii[)erior  in  I'raiice  on  Ani;iist  KilCi.  '['his 
was  two  years  al'ter  the  ])a]iei-  iire]'ai-ed  liy  the  committee  of  tlie 
West  India  t'ompany.  In  it  he  sa\s  that  the  I)ntch  had  lii'sl 
I'ome  to  these  regions  til'ly  years  hd'ore.  As  ali'eady  noticed,  ihis 
would  li;i\('  canied  !  he  disco\cry  of  tin-  Hudson  on  their  ]iarl 
hack  to  loDC).  r.ut  in  t  h<'  :i  iisenc"  id'  smdi  numei-ous  authoi-ities 
as  we  may  now  cimisuIi,  I'athei'  deques  may  be  |iardone(l  foi-  not 
calculating  the  exact  distance  in  years  het\\'eeii  KlOlt  and  KHG; 
even  if  the  account  (d'  ilu-  commitlee,  makinu'  the  <late  in  ques- 
tion loDS,  h;id  not  come  to  the  kiiowledue  of  Director  Kieft  and 
been  communicated  l)y  iiim  casually  o)' d(dil)ei-al  (dy  to  his  i;u(*st. 

And,  lastly,  we  aic  referred  to  \'an  (h'r  Donck's  "  Kenion- 
strance"  or  \'i-rtoo.uh."  In  this  iirstance  \\('  nidice  in  the  tii'sf 
place  that  1  >i'.  1  >e  ("osta  has  confounih'd  two  entirely  diff<'rent 
tliiniis.  lie  eA'idj-ntly  thinks  himscdf,  and  wishes  us  to  U!uler- 
stand,  that  Xew  Ibdland  is  but  another  name  for  New  Nether- 
land.  If  the  (dtation  be  cand'idly  '-ead,  it  will  disi)rove  this  as- 
sumption at  once,  ('ape  ( "od  is  the  I'e^ion  '•named  by  our  own 
people,  New  Ibdland.""  And,  turning;  to  T)e  Laet,  tins  view  is 
eniidiasi/.ed  more  charly  still;  in  his  account  «d"  lludsiurs  voy- 
aj^c,  he  says:  "They  discovia'cd  land  .  .  .  whicds  they  sup- 
posed to  be  an  island,  and  ^ave  it  the  n.ime  of  New  Holland,  but 
found  aflerwaril  that  this  w;is  Cape  ('od."*  T.ut  this  disco\-ery. 
oi'  supposed  discoN'ery  by  lludsiju,  took  place,  of  c(uirse.  in  ItiOD. 
•  How,  then,  does  the  "  ^'erfoo^h  "  come  to  say  Iddd".'  It  must  have 
been  a  lapsis  plnm;e  of  \'an  der  l)omdc  himself,  or  of  Mr.  T.i-od- 
head's  copyist  at  The  1  l.a^ue ;  or  a  m isprin t  in  the  Out (di  ed i t  i(ni  of 
KtoO,  oT*  in  1  )r.  ( >"( 'a  I  la^han's  traiislation  jiublished  at  Albany. 
I'or,on  the  \'ery  first  ])au'e  of  t  his  same  document  ("Documents  Ke- 
latinu'  to  the  ("(denial  History  of  the  ?^tate  of  Xoav  Y<u'k."'  V(d.  i. 
p.  270),  it  is  distincdly  annoum-ed  to  the  reader  that  "  in  the  year 
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of  Christ,  KlOl),  w  as  t  lie  (-(111111  ry  ...  of  wiiicli  \\c  now  pi  ,,. 
})oso  to  speak,  tirst  fouiK!  and  discovered  at  the  expeiisc  df  t|,,. 
(leiieral  lOast  India  ( '(Uiijiaiiy,  by  The  sliip  '  I  lal \'e-.M aa n.'  w  ln-ri- 
of  Henry  iiiidsoji  was  inaslcr  and  factor."  Here  is  history  f.ir 
ns,  w]ii(d!,  tlioiiuh  somewhat  (dd-fashione(l  and  monot  om  nisly  in 
a.ecord  witli  "  i-ecei\'e(l  o])inion,""  se'^nis  to  rest  on  more  suhsiaii 
tial  ^uround  tlian  tlie  statement  of  the  15oai'(l  of  Acconnts  ih.ii 
the  Dulcli  were  in  1  lie  habil  of  fre(juenlin^  .Manhattan  Ishuid 
ill  15'JS! 
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Walter  \'an  TwiUer  1(333 

William  Kielt  1G37 

Peter  Stuyvesant  1G47 
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Kobert  Moiuddon  17(;i 
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Eiios  T.  Throop  (Artin-j  Mau  li,  1S2U,  to  January,  ISiJl 

 1831,  1832 

Williaiu  L.  Marty  I800,  ls;M 

 1831,  183:^ 

"   ^.  .  .183G,  1837 

"   .  .1837,  1838 

William  II.  Seward  183'J,  1810 

 1841,  1842 

William  C.  r.oiick  1843,  1844 

Silas  Wright  1845,  184G 

John  Young  1847,  184S 

Hamilton  Fish  1840,  1850 

Washington  Hunt  1851,  1852 

Horatio  Seymour  ...1853,  1854 

Myron  II.  Clark  1855,  185(5 

John  A.  King  1857,  1858 

Edwin  I).  :\Iorgan  1851),  1800 

"  "   1801,  1802 

Horatio  Seymour  1803,  1804 

Keuben  E.  Fenton  1805,  1800 

 1807,  1808 

John  T.  UolTmau  1809,  1870 

"  "   1871,  1872 

John  A.  Dix  1873,  1874 

Samutd  J.  Tildcn  1875,  1870 

Lurius  Kobinson  January,  1877-1880 

Alonzo  I!.  Coriu'll   1880-1883 

(".rover  Cleveland  Januaiy,  1883,  to  Marc  h,  1885 

David  15.  Hill  (Actin-)  :Mar(li,  1885,  to  Jai.uary,  1880 

"  "   January,  ]88(;-1880 

«  "    "        188!)- 1802 

Koswtdl  P.  Flower   "  1802-1805 

Levi  P.  Morton  1805,  18!i0 

i'rank  S.  Plaek  1807,  180S 

Theodore  Iloosevelt  1800,  1000 
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Piorro  Van  (.'oi't laiult,  ("i-dtoit  Landiiii;  1777 

8t('pli('ii  Xixn  Ik'ciissclacr,  Alhaiiv  171)-', 

Jei'ciniali  \'aii  Kciissclaci',  Albany....^  IsO] 

John  IJi'ooiuc,  New  York  City  ISIM 

John  T.iylcr,  Alliany  IM  1 

])e  Witt  Clinton,  Xcw  Voi-k  Ciiy  ISI  1 

John  Tayli'i',  Albany  IS].", 

Erastns  Root,  Delhi  ISi'-J 

Janios  Tallniadut'.  inilchcss  Connly  ISL'I 

Xatlianic'l  I'iti  hci-,  Sandy  Hill  isi'i; 

Peter  II.  Livingston,  l)nt(diess  Comity  1S2< 

Charles  Dayan,  Low vi lie  ISi's 

Enos  T.  Throop,  Anhni-n  LS^S 

Charles  Stebbins,  Cazenovia  L'^2'.t 

William  :\r.  Oliver,  Lean  Y-.in  L'<:;ii 

Edwai'd  V.  Livinuston,  Colnmbia  C(»nii!y  ^S'M) 

John  Tracy,  Oxford  1S3- 

Lnthei-  I'.radish,  :Malone  L^:'.^ 

Daniel  S.  Dickinson,  Din^lianiloii  ISTJ 

Addison  (iai'diner,  Loclioster  ISIt 

I  la  mil  ton  I'ish,  New  Y(uk  City  L'<  1 7 

George  \V.  I'atterson,  Wostlield  is  is 

Sanford  V.  Chnrdi.  Albion  IS.'d 

Henry  -L  IJaymoinl.  Xow  Voik  Cil  v  ]S7>\ 

ITenry  L.  Stdden,  Koclicstcr  isr.i". 

K(d>e]-t  Campbell,  llatli  L'^r.»- 

David  \l.  Moyd  Jones.  Ovstoi'  I'.ay  ISi'.'J 

Thomas  C(.  Ah'ord,  S\racnse  

Stewart  L.  Wo(^df<trd,  P.rooklyti  IS'"*'"' 

Allen  C.  I^'ach,  Watertown  L^'>' 

John  r\  Lobinson,  Itinuhamton  ISi'-' 

William  Dorsheimei-,  r>ntTalo  L^i  I 

George  Cr.  Iloskins.  IJenniie^ton  ISi'.l 
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David  J!.  Hill,  Kliiiiia  1SS2 

])('unis  MrCai'tliy,  Syiaciisc  ISS.j 

ICdward  F.  Joiic^,  l^iiiijiiaiiitnii  1S,S."» 

William  V.  Sliccliaii,  r.ulTaI(.  ISOl 

Cliarlcs  T.  .^a.\t(.i),  Clyde  ^  1S1)4 

Timothy  L.  \\'uudnirf,  Urooklyii  JSDC 

SECinyrAiiiEs  of  stati:. 

froliii  Moriii  Scott,  New  York  1778 

Fcwis  Allaii'o  Srott,  New  York  17S0 

Daniel  Hale,  Albany  17!>;5 

Thomas  Tillotsoii,  Ked  Hook  1S0J 

Klisha  Jenkins,  Hudson  1800 

Thomas  Tillolson,  KNmI  Hook   1807 

Elislia  Jenkins,  Hudson  1808 

Daniel  llale.  Alhanv  ISIO 

Elislia  Jenkins.  Hudson  1811 

Jacob  lJutseu  \'an  JJensselaer.  ("laverack  1813 

Peter  IJ.  l»orter,  Niagara  Falls.  .   .181:) 

K'obert  D.  Tillotson,  Ke<l  Ho.dc  1810 

Charles  D.  Cooi)er,  Albany  1817 

John  Xnu  Xess  Vales,  Albany  181S 

Azariah  C.  Fla--  IMartsbur-  1820 

John  A.  Dix,  Coo}H'i'st(»\vn  1833 

John  C.  S]»encer,  Canandai^ua  1830 

Samuel  Youn^,  Dallsron  1812 

Nathani(d  S.  Denton,  Litrle  I^ills  184.~ 

Chrislo]dier  ^Moi^an.  Auburn  1847 

Henry  S.  Kaudall,  (^)rtland  Villa-e  18.-)1 

l^lias  ^\^  Leavenworf  li,  Syracuse  18r)3 

Joel  T.  Headley,  Now  Windsor  18r>.~) 

Ciideon  J.  Tn(dcer.  New  York  C'ity  I8r)7 

David  M.  Floyd  Jones,  South  Oyster  Day  IS.'iO 

Horatio  D.allard,  Cortland  Villa-e  1801 
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Cbauiu'cy  M.  Dcpcw,  rtvkskill  ISO:; 

FraiR-is  C.  ISai  low,  New  Yorl^  Cily  Im;.") 

HouTcr  A.  Nelson,  INniulikecpsic  isiiT 

G.  Hilton  Sci'ibiicr.  \'«)iik('i's  1S71 

Dk'dricli  ^VilU'^s,  .Jr.,  X'aiivlv  is?:; 

John  ni,u<'l<)\v,  Hiulilaiid  l\ills  isTT. 

Allelic  15cacli,  \\'ateil()\vii  ISTT 

Joseph  I>.  Carr,  Tioy  IST'.I 

Frederick  Coolv,  Rochester  issr. 

Frank  Uiee,  Canandaiuaa  ISS'.i 

John  rainier,  Alha.uy  ls:i:; 

John  T.  MeI)onoii-h,  Albany  ISIiS 

CONTJJOLLEliS. 

Samuel  Jones,  Oyster  Bay  171)7 

John  V.  Henry,  Albany  isoo 

Elisha  Jenkins,  llmlson  isOl 

Archibald  :\lclntyre,  Albany   ISOC. 

John  Savai:i\  Saleiu  ls:21 

William  L.  .Alarcy,  Albany  1S2". 

Silas  Wri-ht,  Jr..  Cantdn  ISi!') 

Azariah  C.  ria--,  Albany  IS".! 

I'.ates  ("00k,  Lnwiston  isn:> 

John  A.  Cidliei'.  r.inuliamti>n  ISlI 

Azariah  (\  Fla-u',  Albany  1^1- 

:\Iillaid  I'illmore,  F.nlTalo  I'^IT 

\Vashiiii;ton  Itnnt,  T.oi  kport  '[>\''> 

Phih.  (\  iMiller,  r.eneseo  1  •^•"•^ 

John      Wri-ht,  Srlu'iu^ctady  

James  M.  ("ook,  T^allsfdii  t^-'-- 

Lorenzo  Ilnrrows,  Albion  1>.i> 

SanA»rd  E.  riiiutdi,  Albion  l'^"'" 

Kobert  D.  nniston.  Salisbury  .Mills  I"^'^ 

Lucius  Kobinsoii,  Elniira  ^^'^'^ 
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f  'riidinas  Ilillli()us<\  (IcncNa  ISG.-t 

r  W  iiliniii  V.  Allen,  Oswc-o  ]SC>T 

I  AsluT  P.  Nicliuls,  IliilTalo  ISTIt 

1  Nclsnii  K.  Hopkins,  IlnlValo  1ST  I 

I  Lucius  Ikobinson,  J^linira  ,  ISTT) 

I  l'"r(M]cfic  r.  (Hcol  I.  \.'\v  ^"(.rkCity  ISTT 

f  '  '  r- 

j  .lainc.s  W.  \N';i(is\\(  )ri  li,  (icncsco  ISTO 

I  Ira  I  )avcni>(.i't,  llalh  ISSI 

[    .      AlJ'r*Ml  C.  rhapiu,  Kn.oklyn  ISS:? 

f  I'](l\\ar<l  WcMupIc,  I'nllonvilU'  ISST 

I  I'l-ank  (^ainpbcli,  liatli  ISf  1 

I  .lariurs  A.  Ilobcrls,  r.nnalc  1S!>:'. 

I  W  illiam  J.  Moi--an,  JJulTalo  1S98 
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TKEARUREKS. 

:  Vvii.'v  D.  LiviuListon,  Now  York  Tity  1770 

;  (icrai'dus  ISanckcr,  New  York  City  1778 

Ifobort  >rc(;iall('n,  Albany  1798 

t  Abi'aliani  <J.  Lansing',  Albany  1803 

I  David  Thomas,  Salem  1808 

I 

I  Aln-ahani  (}.  l^ansini;.  Albany  1810 

i  David  Thomas,  Salem  1812 

Charles  /.  IMati,  Albany  1813 

C.ern-t  L.  Dox,  Albany  1817 

I'enjamin  Knowor,  Albany  1821 

Abraham  Keyser,  Jr.,  Sehoharie    1821 

(iamaliel  II.  T.arstow,  Xirliols  1S2.") 

A.bi-aham  Keyser,  Schoharie  1S2(I 

Camaliel  II.  Rarstow,  Nichols  183S 

Jacob  Ilai-ht,  Catskill  1830 

Thomas  !'\u'rinut on,  Owe^o  1812 

llenjamin  laios,  De  Knyter  ISlTt 

Thomas  I'"'arrin!j,ton-  Oweui)  18ir> 

Alvah  Hunt,  Creene  1817 
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Jainos  y\.  Cook,  I'.allston  S|)a  Is,")! 

Benjaniiii  ANClrli,  -Ir.,  i'.ulTaio  l.vr>2 

Elbridm'  (i.  Spanliliiiu,  I'.urralo  IS,");; 

Stephen  Clark,  Alhaiiy  is."}.") 

Isaac  \'.  ^'all(l('l•[)ool,  niilTalo  *.  lS.-)7 

IMiilij)  I )o]'s!i('iiiiei',  r.ulTalo  lsr>:» 

William  15.  r.<'\\is,  IJrooklyn  ISO! 

Gooi-;;(>  W.  Sclniylcr,  Itliara  lS(i;; 

J(»S('pli  llowlaiid,  .Mat t eawaii  iSCiT) 

\\'li('('lcr  11.  IJi-istol,  OwH'^o  ISIh 

Thomas  Kaincs,  Koclicstcr  1S71 

Charles  X.  IJoss,  AuImu'ii  ISTT) 

James  Mackiii,  I'ishlvill-on-i  lie-lliidsoii  1S77 

Narhaii  D.  A\'en(h'll,  Albany  1S71I 

Koberf  A.  :\Iax\vell,  P.atavia  1>^S1 

Lawrence  J.  I'^itzuci'altl,  Coi-tland  \'i]lai;e  ISiSri 

Elliot  l»anf(U-!ii,  Haiiil)iiri^.'  ISSii 

Addison  IV  Colvin,  (ilms  I'^ills  lS!i:5 

John  r.  Jae(d;el,  Aubui  ii  lS!tS 

Arj"( )]  I N I-]  Y-(  i      i ;  a  i.s. 

E!il)ert  F)en!-on,  Jamaira  1777 

Ki(diard  \'ariclc.  New  ^'ork  Cily  17SS 

Aaron  Tiiirr,  New  "^'ork  City  1  7S'.» 

^lor^an  Lewis.  Lhinebeclc  17!*! 

Xallianiel  Lawicnce,  Hempstead  17'.il-' 

Josiah  (».i!,den  ibd'fmaii,  Xo\\-  York  Ciiy  \1'.^~> 

Ambrose  Speni-ei',  Hudson  

John  \\'oodwoi-tli,  Albany  L^dl 

:\Li1tlii;is  15.  Hildretli,  .Tohiislown  Lsiis 

Abraham  \'.M  liteii.  .\lbaiiy  ISin 

>[atfloas  15.  Hildrotli,  Joliusiown  ISM 

Thomas  Addis  Emmotl.  New  ^'ol•k  City  1S12 

Abraham  ^'an  A'etditen,  Albany  Lsi;> 
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^lai  tiii  Xixn  IUutii,  Kiiidci  lidok  181. " 

Tiionias  .].  Oakley,  IN.n- likccpsie  ISl!) 

Saiiim-I  A.  Tal.-.itt,  Ttica  1821 

(ircciicr.  IJroiisiiii,  rtira  1820 

Samuel  J'.canlslcy,  Tlica  s  18;;(; 

Willis  Hall,  Xcw  Ynvk  City  IS^D 

(;<M)i-c  r.  r.arkci,  ]5iirial(.  1812 

Joliii  ^'all  IJiircii,  Albany  1815 

Ambrose  L.  Joidaii.  Hudson  1847 

Levi  S.  ChattieM,  kauivns  1810 

(lanlner  Stow,  Tro^-  18.~.'> 

0-(len  HolTniaii,  New  York  City  18.");] 

Stephen  V>.  Cusliiuu,  Hbaea  185.") 

Lyman  Tremain.  Albany  1857 

Charles  (i.  Myers,  ()^(lensbur^•  1850 

Daniel  S.  Dickinson,  r.inuhanilon  18(;i 

John  Coehiane,  New  \'ork  ("ily  18(i:> 

John  11.  -Mai-tindale,  lloehestei-  18()5 

Marsliall  15.  ('ham[ilain,  Cuba  18(i7 

l''rancis('.  IJarlow,  X<'w  ^'ork  City  1S71 

Daniel  Trait,  Syracuse  1S7:'. 

Charles  S.  l-\iirchil(l,  Albany  1875 

.Vnii'nstiis  Schooniiiaker,  Jr.,  Kingston  1877 

ilaniilton  W'aid,  I'.eluuint  1S70 

L<'slie  W.  Kussell,  (\inton  1881 

Denis  O'P.rien,  Watertown  188:;? 

Chai'les  1\  Tabor,  I'.ulTalo  1887 

Simon        Koseiidale,  Albany  ISOI 

'riiet»doi-e  ]"].  Hanco(d;,  Syracuse  180:'. 

John  C.  Da  vies,  Cannlen  1808 

s  u  1 ;  \  j^  ^'  o  1 ;  s-  c.  I :  n  i:  r  a  l. 

IMiilip  Schuyler,  All)any  1781 

^^iuK^on  Do  Witt,  Albany  1784 
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SiiiH'oii  !>('  NN'itl,  Alh;iny  

William  ( "aiii|)lM'Il,  ('lici-i_\  N'alicv  is:;.", 

Orvillc  L.  Ilollcy,  Alhaiiy  

NaliiaTiicl  Jones,  Xcwimri;  lsJ"J 

lJu,i;li  Ilaiscy.  I'.ridmliaiiiitlou  ♦  ]s\:, 

STATE  EXr.TNKEIIS  AND  SrKVKY( )i:S. 

Cliarlos  B.  Stiiai  t,  (Icncva  IS  17 

Ilczckiah  ('.  Scyinour,  Xva(  k  ISI'.i 

William  J.  :\r(  Ali.iiic,  Albany  Is.-.i 

Iloiiry  llamscy,  Sclicncctady  isr.:; 

John  T.  ( 'lark,  Utira  Is:.:; 

Silas  Seymour,  Piei-mont  is.").-, 

A"an  Kensselaer  Ifidimoml.  Lyons  lsr»T 

AVilliam  ]).  Taylor,  I'tiea  IsCl 

J.  TMalt  (loodsell.  riica  isi;:. 

Van  lienssidacT-  h'ichmoml,  Lyons  ISiiT 

William  B.  Taylor,  T'tica  1ST  I 

Sylvanns  IL  Sweet,  All)any  1ST;' 

John  I).  \'an  r.nicn,  Jr..  New  York  City  1S7."> 

Horatio  Seymour,  Jr.,  Ttiva  ISTT 

Silas  Seymour,  Saratoga  S^trinus  L"^!^! 

Elnathau  Sweet,  Albany  ISS:'. 

John  r.o-.-ii-t,  Xcw  York  T^ity   .   1>^>T 

]tlai-tiii  Sehenrk,  ( ireeiilnish  IslM 

ramphell  W.  Adams,  I'tiea  L^"-' 

Edward  A.  llond,  Watertown  L'^f^ 

suim:hintexi)Exts  (^i-^  ixstkaxce. 

Williain  P.arnes,  Albany  1^'''* 

Geor-e  AV.  Miller,  Loehesier  

Oooriie  T'..  r'hurrh.  Albion  L^Tl' 

Oi'low  W.  fliapnian,  r.iiiuhamton  1S(2 
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William  Smvlh,  Owt'i^o  ISTt; 

J<»lin  F.  Sinytli.  Albany  1S7T 

Cliarlcs  (i.  I'aii'inaii,  l^linii'a  ISSO 

John  A.  McCall,  Jr.,  All)an.y  ISS:; 

Kobi'iJ  A.  -Maxwell.  Itatavia  ISSC 

James  I'\  Piereo,  Itrooklyii  ISIH 

Lonis  I'\  I'a.yn,  T'luit  ham  1S!»7 

I'laiicis  llendrieks,  Syracuse  lUOO 

SUPEKIXTEXDEXTS  OF  BANKkS. 

Daniel  V>.  St.  John,  Xew  buri;-  1851 

Mai'ius  Sehoonmal^ei-,  Kingston  ISwl 

James  M.  Cook,  I5aIlston  Spa  ISoC) 

Henry  rr.  Van  Dyke,  Albany  1801 

Edward  Hand,  Cat  skill  1805 

Emerson  ^V.  Keyi^s,  I'.ronl^lyn  ,  18(55 

George  W.  Schuyler,  Ithaca  1800 

Daniel  C.  Howell,  Bath  1870 

De  Witt  C.  Ellis,  Rochester  1873 

Henry  L.  Eauib,  AA'est  Tioy  1877 

A.  Bai'ton  Hepburn,  Col  ton  1880 

Willis  S.  I'aine.  New  ^'..rk  City  1883 

Charles  K.  Hall,  Xorwi(  h  1880 

Charles  M.  Preston,  Kingston  1880 

Frederick  D.  Kilburn,  Malone  1800 

EOAIH)  Cl^  KAILKOAD  COMMISSIOXEUS. 

John  O'Donnell.  Lowville  1883 

John  D.  Kernan,  Ftica  1883 

^Villia!ll  K.  Rogers,  Carrisons  1883 

Isaac  Y.  Baker,  Jr.,  Comstocdcs  1S87 

Michael  Bickard,  Albany  1887 

Samuel  A.  Beardsley,  Utica  1>"02 


i  ■ 
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Alfred  C.  Chapiii,  New  York  City  ISD'J 

Frank  M.  Baker,  Oucini  Isiis 

Ashley  \y.  Cole,  Urooklvn  l.s'.iT 

George  \V.  Dunn,  IJi n^hanilon  IS'.iT 

SUPERIXTEXDEXTS'OF  PUBLIC  AVOIIKS. 

Benjamin  S.  W.  Clark,  Sinij,  Sini;-  187s' 

Silas  B.  Dutchcr,  Brooklyn  ISSO 

James  Slianalian,  Trilies  Hill  iss;', 

Edward  llannan,  Troy  isv.) 

Geory,e  \\'.  Aldridiic  Korliester  IMir. 

John  X.  i'artridge,  Br(<okIyn  iS'.f.i 

Br)ABl)  OF  BECICXTS. 

iMartin  I.  Tewnsend,  .M.A.,  Lk.D.,  Troy  ISTM 

Anson  J.  Fpson,  D.J).,  FL.D..  L.H.D.,  C.lens  Falls  ISTI 

ChauTirey  M.  De])ew,  Lk.D.,  Xew  Vorlv  City  1877 

Charles  F.  Fiteh,  LL.P..,  .M.A.,  L.il.D.,  Korliester  1S77 

Orris  II.  Warren,  D.D.,  Syracuse  1S7T 

Whit(da\v  Bei<i,  LL.D.,  Xew  ^'ork  City  1S7S 

^Yilliam  II.  Watson,  .M.A..  MA).,  Ftica  ISSl 

Ilcnry  K.  Turner,  Lo\\\ille  Issl 

St.  Clair  McKelway,  M.A.,  LL.D.,  L.H.D.,  D.C.L.,  r.rooklyn.  .  ISS:', 

Hamilton  Harris,  IMi.D.,  LL.D.,  Albany  L'^S.". 

Daniel  Beach,  IMi.D.,  LL.D.,  Watkins  1S<:. 

Carroll  F.  Smith,  LL.D.,  Syracuse  ISSs 

riiny  T.  Se.vtim,  LL.D.,  I'almyra  1^-'" 

T.  Guilford  Smith,  M.A.,  C.F.,  ISulTalo  l^'"' 

William  Croswell  Doaiic,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  Albany  

Lewis  A.  Stimson,  B..\.,  .M.D.,  New  York  

Albert  \'an<ler  \'eei-,  .M.D..  IMi.D.,  Albany  ...Ls'.'," 

Chester  S.  Lord,  M.A.,  Brooklyn  l'^''' 

One  vacancy  
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SUrEKIXTENi:>EX'rS  OF  I'UBLir  INSTJ;urTI()N. 

Victor  M.  Ri(  o,  P.ntTalo  185} 

H<-in-y  IL  \'an  Dyck,  Albany  IS.')! 

I'^iiit'i'soii  W.  Kcycs,  Albany  1S(!1 

Victor  :\[.  Kn  v,  liutTalt.  isdi' 

Abrain  1'..  ^\'(-av^r,  DccrHcld  ISOS 

Xeil  dilinnni',  I'.allston  S])a  1S74 

William  ]'..  Ku-ulcs,  IJath  1888 

James  E.  Morrison.  New  York  City  lS8(i 

Andrew  S.  Drajier,  Albaii.\  188(; 

James  V.  CrooUrr,  IliilTalo  1802 

Charles  K.  Skinner,  \\'a(eri()\\"n  1895 

STATE  COMMISSIOXEJJS  ROAKD  OE  llEALTn. 

S.  Case  Jones,  .AfT).,  Korhester  1808 

Daniel  Lewis,  M.l).,  New  Y<n-k  City  18!)8 

Owen  Cassidy,  Montour  I'^ilLs  1898 

REPKESENTATn'ES  OF  CITY  BOAlfDS. 

William  T.  Jenkins,  New  York  City  1899 

Erederi(dv       Smith,  MA).,  Syraens"  .189s 

Walter  F.  Willcox,  Ithaea  1899 

I'lusox  co:\iMissioxEi;s. 

Lispenard  Stewart,  Prf^sident,  New  ^'ork   .  .189(! 

NVilliam  J.  .Mantanye.  Cortland  189(; 

Charles  J.  P.oyd,  Middh'town  189S 

Xtdson  1  )av:'niioi't.  \'ire- President,  Troy  18i,>8 

William  P.  i:cmin-t(.n,  ( 'ant(.n  18!)9 

John  Cr.  l)ori-an(c,  Camden  189f^ 

Sarah  L.  Davenport,  Itath  18;»'; 

OcMtr^^e  B.  Hayes,  PnlTalo  189i; 
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Tlioodoro  r.  Potois,  Djii  icn  ISrtft 

Ariel  S.  Tliurstoii,  Klmira  \S7>'.\ 

Tlioiiias  Clowes,  TroN  isr.'i 

I']bi'n('Zci'  niakclcy,  ()|c^(»  Isc] 

TlKuiins  .\(l(lis  Emiiii-t,  Astoria  ls(i-_' 

Phili])  \V.  Eiii;s,  Xc\v  \n\  k  City  Isc,;; 

John  1*.  Darlinii,  New  Albion  isr,:, 

John  V.  Zcblcy,  New  ^'ork  City.  ISC', 

Xornian  ^1.  Alb-n,  ]>ayton  isi.c, 

Georiiv  Peach,  Catskill  ISTO 

Charles        r.a\vren( c,  Vork  City  1S7I) 

Lorenzo  Carryl,  Little  l-'alls  ISTt) 

John  .S.  I'^owler,  Auburn  isT.'! 

James  A.  ]"!ri,i;us,  I>]'ooklyn  1ST."! 

Sterlin.uC.  lladley.  ^\■esterlo  isT:; 

Coninio(b)re  V.  A'edder.  l']llicol  t \  ille  ISStl 

James  IT.  Weatliei-wax,  Little  l-'alls  L'SSd 

Staley  X.  Wood,  Iliusdab'  iss;; 

James  L.  AMlIiams,  l'ouuhkee]isie  L<s;; 

John  1).  Ellis,  Antwerp  ISS:; 

William  11.  ^^'ood,  Pou-hkeepsie  }S'X\ 

John  A.  :\[ason,  Xew  ^'ork  City  ,  L^'.t:! 

Henry  D.  Prewster,  AN'eedsport  isn:'. 

Martin  Ilei'rmance,  Pou^hkeepsi(^  L'<l>il 

Pollin  L.  Jenkins,  Moriah  

Edward  L.  Adams,  Elmira  L^f'i 

Oeor-o  E.  Priest,  Itha(  a  l^^.'-' 

J.  Ed-ar  Leaycraft,  Xew  Y(.rk  City  IS'.i'-' 

Lester  E.  SStearns,  Dunkirk  L'^'-''^ 


co>[^[issr(^XEKs  p,().\i;i)  ov  chapittes. 

William  P.  Stewart,  President,  X(nv  V<u>k  City   

Annie  (  J.  De  Peyster,  Xew  York  <  "ity   .  .  . 
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Eu.uviK'  A.  I'hilbin,  New  York  < 'U y  1000 

StcplKMi  Smith,  .M.D.,  New  York  City  ISOS 

Kdwanl  I[.  LitdiricM,  I'.rookiyii  ISDC 

Joiiii  Not  man,  Iliooklyii  JSOO 

SiiiK.n  W.  nuscmlalc,  Albany  ISII!) 

Xcw  ton  Aldricli,  <  b ui  x  j-nicui-  1S'.)(] 

Di'iiiiis  ^r((  artliy,  Syrarusc  ISO'.) 

Vvtvv  ^Vall•atl^,  Cliit  tciiaiiuo  ISDS 

Enoch  A'iiie  St()(l(hir(l,  ^'i(•('-l^l•('si(ll'ut,  llochcstcv  1!)0!) 

irarvey  ^V.  Putnam,  Buffalo  1807 

UNITED  STATES  SEXATOKS  EKOM  NIAV  YUlUv, 

Philip  Schuyler,  All)any  1780 

Kufus  Kini;-,  New  York  (;ity  1780 

Aaron  Purr,  New  York  City  1701 

Pufus  Kinv;,  Now  York  City  1705 

John  Law  rence,  ()ueens  Couniy  ■.  1700 

Philip  Schuylei-,  Albany  1707 

John  Sloss  Ilobai-t,  [Inntin^ion  1708 

^\■il]iam  Xortli,  I  )nanesbur,L;'  1708 

James  ^\'atson,  New  ^'ork  City  1708 

<  buncrncnr  Moia  is,  >birrisania  1800 

•lohn  Armstrong:,  Pliineb<'clc  ISOO 

De  ^Vitt  Clinton,  Newtown  1802 

Tlieodorns  P.aiiey,  Pon^hkeepsie  1 80;j 

John  Armstrong:',  Phinebeck  ISO;? 

John  Smith.  P.rookha\en   .1804 

John  Armslronu,  bMiim'I)cck  1801 

Saninol  L.  :\lifchell.  New  York  City  1801 

John  Smith,  P.rookhaven  1807 

Obadiah  (ierniaii,  Norwich  1800 

Pufus  Kin-,  Jamaica  181o 

Nathan  Sanford,  New  York  Ciiy  181.'» 

P.ufus  Kin-,  Jamaica  1820 
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Mnrtiii  Viin  IJincii,  Kiinlcrluiok  1>'J! 

^Nathan  Sanfitid,  New  Yoik  Citv  ISL'i; 

^Nfavtiii  A'aii  lJuicii,  Kiiidci-lioiil;  isjT  • 

Charles  K.  Dudlcv.  Albany  ]>_".( 

William  1..  ^faicv,  Albany  

Silas  Wright,  -Ir.,  ("aiitnn  is;;:; 

Nathaniel  P.  Tallniaduc,  lN)U;ulik(H'})sie  Is:;;; 

Silas  ^\■^i,^llt,  Jr.,  ("anion  is;;; 

Nathaniel  P.  'rallniadue,  P(>UL;likeepsie  Is  in 

Silas  Wri.uht,  Jr.,  Canton  Isi;; 

Henry  A.  I'osler,  Konie  ISII 

Daniel  S.  1  Mrkiiison.  P.inuliaiul on  isll 

Daniel  S.  ] )ir]dnson.  liin^haniton  1S|.". 

John  A.  Dix,  APDany.  1st.') 

Daniel  S.  Dieldnson,  l^inLilianiton  Isl.'i 

\N'ilIiani  II.  Seward,  Anl»nrn  ISill 

IIanii]t(tn  I'ish,  New  York  City  Is.M 

>MIliain  II.  Seward.  Anbnrn  Is.").") 

Prost(»n  Kinu-,  Oi;(lensl»nr;^-  IS.'.T 

Ira  Harris,  APiany  IStil 

Edwin  D.  ^foi  uaii.  New  Yoi'k  City  lSt;;> 

L'oscoe  ('onklinu,  T'tica  isr,7 

Ifenben  T].  I'enton,  Jamestown  Isr.'.i 

Koseoe  C{»nkliii,L:.  T'tica  iSi;? 

I'^rancis  Kernan,  Ctii  a  

IJoscoo  Coidclinu.  Ciica  Is-T'-' 

Thomas  C.  Pl.u;.  Ow^'-o  P^>1 

AVariiei'  .Miller.  Ib'rkimer  P^"1 

I'jIbi'idue  (1.  Laidiam,  Canandaiuna  

William       Kvai-ts,  New  York  City  P^^"' 

Frank  Hiscock.  Syraeuso  l""'^' 

David  P..  Hill,  Elmira  I^''^ 

Edward  Muridiy,  Jr.,  Troy  I^-^- 

Thomas  C.  Piatt,  Ow.-u-o  P^^'' 

Chauneey  M.  Depew,  New  York  City  I^W 
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VI.— FOKMATION  OV  COUNTIES. 

a.    ('()!.< ). MAT.  TLMIOS. 


Date.        County.  Counties  formed  from. 

l(;s;j.  Xrw  York. 

"     (jucciis  Na.s.sau  (18US). 

"  SulTonc. 

Ilifliiiioud. 
"  Wi'stclu'strr. 

"     Du(t)elj('ss  Put  nam  (1S12). 

"     Oraii-c  l.'ocklaiHl  (17!tS). 

"     Ulster  Dt-hiwaiv  I  part )  (1797). 

(Irt'cne  (part )  (ISOO ). 

SuUivau  (1800). 
"     Albany  .^lontuomery  (  Tryon  )  (1772). 


AVasiiinuton  (Charlotte)  (1772). 
Cohmibia  (178(;). 
Konsselaor  (1791). 
Sarato.ua  (1791). 
Seholiarie  (UO.")). 
Grcont'  (part)  (1800). 
Scli'-ncrtady  (1809). 
1772.  Tryon  ( later  ^lont^oaicrx  ) . 
"     Charlotte  (later  Wasliin- ton) . 

h.    AFTEK  Tin:  KKVOLI  TIOX. 
Date.  County.  Counties  formed  from. 

1781.  ^lonti;oiufM"y  Ontario  (1789). 

(Tryuu  iu  1772.)        Herkimer  (1791), 

Otse-o  (1791). 
Tio-a  (1791). 
St.  ],a\vrence  (1802). 
Hamilton  ( ISKJ). 
Fnlton  (18:^8). 

"     Wa'^liinuton  Clinton  (17SS). 

(Charlotte  in  1772.)    \\'arren  (ISi;',). 
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Date.        Ciiiiiity.  Counties  fornufl  frum. 

17S().  Columbia. 

ITSS.  Cliutuii  Essex  (1700). 

St.  Lawrence  (part)  (1802). 
I''i'aiikiiii  (  isoc,  I. 

1789.  Ontario  Steiibea  (17!m;). 

IJeiiesee  (  1801'). 

(part)  laviii-stuii  (1821). 

(part)  Moiiide  (1821), 

Wayne  (182:?). 

Yates  (182;;). 
1701.  Herkimer  Oiiondapi  (1704). 

Cheuaiigo  (]»art)  (179S). 

Oiieida  (1708). 

St.  Lawrem-e  (part )  (1802). 

Hamilton  (i)art  to  1707). 
1701.  Otsego   .Schoharie  (p;ii't)  (170.")). 

Delaware  (part)  (1707). 

"  lieiisselaer. 
"  Saratoga. 

"    Tioga  Chenango  (])art)  (1708). 

Broome  (180(j). 
Chemung  (183G). 

1704.  Ont.uulaga  Cayuga  (1700). 

Cortlandt  ( 1808). 
Oswego  (]>art)  (181G). 

1705.  Schoharie. 

170G.  Steuben  Schuyler  (i)art)  (1854). 

1707.  Delaware. 

1708.  Chenango  Madison  (1800). 

"     Oneida  Jetl'erson  (1805). 

Lewis  (1805). 
Oswego  (part)  (181G). 

«  Rockland. 

1790.  Cayuga   Seneca  (1801). 

Tompkins  (part)  (1822). 


THE    EMPIRE    STATE   IN    TflREK  CENTURIES. 


Date.       County.  Counties  fonned  from. 

17!I0.  E.ssex. 
ISOO.  (livcnc. 

18U2.  G  eiiesee  Allf'£;any  ( 1800 ) . 

Cattai-aii.mis  ( ISOS). 
ChaiitaiKiua  ( JSOS). 
Kiai^ara  (1808). 
Liviugston  (part)  (1821), 
Mom-oe  (part)  (1821). 
Orleaus  (1824). 
AYyoiniiig  (1811). 

"    St.  LaAvrence. 

1804.  Seneca  Tompkins  (part)  (1822). 

Wayne  (part)  (1823). 


Wyoming  (part)  (1S41), 


1S05. 

Jefferson. 

Lewis. 

180G. 

Ilroonie. 

u 

L'ranldin. 

ii 

^ladison. 

1808. 

Cattataugns. 

a 

Cliauiau(iua. 

a 

Cortlandt. 

a 

1800. 

Sclicneetady. 

it 

Sulli\  an. 

1812. 

rntnam. 

1818. 

Warren. 

1810. 

Hamilton. 

a 

Oswego. 

1821. 

ICric. 

a 

Livingston. 

a 

Monroe. 

1822. 

1823. 

Wayne. 

i( 

Yates. 

Erie  (1821), 


Schuyler  (part)  (1854). 
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Date         Cuiuity  Counties  foniiod  from. 

1824.  Oi'lcnns. 

18:J(.;.  vhemiin-'  Seliuvh'i-  (pai't)  (1854). 

1838.  I'^iltou. 
1811.  Wyoming. 
1854.  ScliiiN  !cr. 
18U8.  >.'ass^au. 

YIL— CITIES   IX  COITNTIES. 
AND  oi'iii:u  i>LAL'i:s  OF  LMroirr.vNcr;  xur  (•rrii;s. 

New  York  New  York.  1  ^^hvAii'v 

Km^s  iJiooldvii.  y  , 

^  '  \  ncarlv 

Queeus.  . .  .   Lou-  Inland  City,  j  four  millions. 

Westchestci-  Voiikcrs  (  45,()U0  ). 

reekskill  (10,()L^(;). 

Sini^-  Sini;'  (10,072). 
Orange  Newbnrg  ( 2.3,7r)3 ) . 

:J id (11. 'town  (  11,!>18). 

Dutcliess  lN)ngh];(H'i)si('  |2;;,8;J(J). 

Ulster  K'ingston  (  21,2(il ). 

Columbia   Hudson  ( 10,000  ). 

Albany  Albany  (100.000). 

Cohoos  (22,50!t  ;. 

Wat crv lift  (24,200). 

(West  Troy,  12,!M2). 
Kensselaer  Troy  I  <;5.000 ) . 

Lansini^buruh  (  10,523). 

Cirecnbusli  (7,2S7). 

St.  Lawrence  Ogdcusbnrg  ( 1 1  .i'>()7 ) . 

JtdTerson  Waior!o\\n  (14,725). 

S(4icu("ctady  Scdion.n  ta.lv  (30.000). 

Fulton   C.lov<-rsvillo  ( 13.8(11). 

Joliiistowii  ( 10.S51  ) . 
^Fonf gouKM-y  Anistordam  (  17,33('. ). 
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Uei-kimor  Little  Falls  ( ll.',()()0). 

Oneida  Utica  (  00,000  ). 

Kome  (l(i,000). 

Onondaga  Syracuse  (i:]0,000). 

Oswego  Oswf'go  (LM,s2G).  . 

Cayuga  Auburn  {2.">,SST). 

ISroonie  Iiinglianit(Ui  i  IS, 000). 

'i'liinpkins  Itliaea  (11,537). 

Chemung  Elniira  (42,000). 

Steuben  Corning  (S,.';r)0  ) . 

Ilornellsville  (10,048). 
X)ntario  Geneva  (8,000). 

Canandaigua  (  7,000). 

^Monroe  Ivoclie^iter  ( 177,000). 

Niagara  Lockport  ( 1 0,000 ) . 

Chautauqua  .  Jamestown  (  10,038). 

Dunkirk  (!».-l(»2). 
Erie  JJutlalo  (418,000). 


GEXEHAT.  JXDEX. 


Al)eciM-(iiiilii(^   I.,  i*i;7.  2i;it 

Abolition   jrovt-iiicnt   II., 

Aboriginal  Oceiipanry   I..  ',-lC, 

AfiuU-my  at  Wrst   Point  I,.  ol'T,  4i'i0 

Adams,  Oh.-uifs  Francis  I[..  im 

Chailfs  Kendall   II.,  22S 

John   I.,  2'.t7.  Mi  Id 

Jcdiu  (Jnincy  II.,  S:;,  ISl 

Adirondai-ks   I.,  •!;  II.,  l.jl.  2'.i,S 

Adoiilioa  of  the  First    Stati.'  Constitu- 
tion  I., 

Agrricnltural  CoUep'  II.,  224,  220 

Agriculture   11.,  Sii.j 

Albany,  I.,  20,  3.o,  03,  2r,l,  300,  370.  3.^.".; 

11.,  120,  131.  14.-,  2S3-2S4,  200 

and  Sclieuoetady  Railroad  II.,  S7 

Cuiiital   T.,  370 

Cnpitol.s  at  II.,  2Go-203 

(Jhartercd   I..  103,  10.",,  inij 

County..!.,  100,  121,  2^2;  II.,  140,  174,  3S3 

Fulton's  Trip  to  II.,  12 

Re-gonoy,  the  II.,  85  80,  01,  241 

Renamed  AVillenistadt   I.,  81 

State  Normal  School  II.,  I(i3.  140 

Two-lninilrorlth  Anniversary  of... .II..  282 

Alden.  Colonel  I..  320 

AIexaud(-r.  James  I..  100.  2u.".-2(i0.  221 

William   I.,  200.  205 

Alfrotiquins   I..  0 

Allefonsce,  Jean  II.,  .3:'.0-3:;2 

Allegheny  County  I.,  103:  II.,  142,  385 

Allen,  Col.  Ethan  I.,  2S(;-2S.S.  311 

Alsop.  Jolin  T  ,  281;  II..  J8i) 

Alvord,    Thoiu.as   G  H.,  2'i0 

American  Shipping  Restricted  II.,  IS 

Teni[)erance  Union  II..  177 

Amherst.  Sir  JetTrey  I..  2(;0,  20;t 

Amstfribiui   II.,  1-55150 

Andn'.    .Ma.ior  John  I-.  .330..334 

Andros.  Edniuml  I.,  82,  01.  110;  11..  307 

Goyernor,  in  Council  witli  the  Indi.ins, 

I..  S8 

Anueke.  Jans  I..  48 

Anniversary  I'roc'eedings.  Publication  of 

11..  20O 

Anthon.  John  II..  OC 

Anthony's  Nose   I.,  308 

Anti-Masonic  Agitation  II.,  70 

Anti-rent   Disturbances  II.,  00-102 

Anti-slavery  Matters  II.,  1S2-102 


.Vl.pointment  of  Sir  William  Johnson  as 

liu.lian   Suiicriutendrnt  I..  L'.'IS 

Apportionment,  Legislative  II.,  L'.SS 

Aipieducts  f.ir  the  Krii'  Canal.  ...  II.,  i]s-V,:t 

Ar.-hi'.-cs,  l)utcli  

■•  Arms  of  Amsterd.ini,"  The  I., 

Arnold,   Renrdict  I..  287.  2SS,  325 

Arrest  of  M.-i.s.iu  and  Slidi^ll  I|.,  -Joii 

of  William  Moi-gan  II.,  711 

Arsenal  at  ^\'est  Troy  II.,  H!) 

Arthur.  Chester  A  II.,  184,  204,  207 

Rev.  William  II.,  2^7 

.Articles  of  Confederation  I.,  347 

.\sbrandson,  P.iiiru  II.,  312 

Assassination  of  Liuroln  n.,  211 

Assi^nibly.   The  I.,  2S4 

Gi'ueral.   Kslablisiied  I.,  ;iO 

Granting   of  I.. 

Last    Colonial  I.,  285 

of  lOOo   I..  121 

of  1001   1..  131 

of  1000   1.,  l,-,0 

of  170;i   I.,  ic,.-, 

of  1720   1..  101 

of  1743   1..  241 

Rights  of  the  I.,  170 

The   Second  I.,  IV) 

Asror.  John  Jacob  II..  247 

William    P.  II.,  202 

William    Waldorf  II.,  28r, 

Asur,   M  I.,  4(18 

Atlantic    Basin  II..  137 

Ocean.  Cable  Across  II..  215  217 

Attack  on  Sackctfs  Harbor  II..  20 

Attempt  to  Poison  Washinurtoii  I..  2:r2 

Attorney-Genirals   II..  •"•74 

Auburn   II.,  PU 

Theological  Seminary   II.,  PU 

.Vusable    Chasm  II..  2'.i0 

Painbridge.   Commodore  II..  28 

Pallston   I..  374 

Spa   II.,  1.5(1 

p.iiicrofr.    George  IL.  P'.l 

P..ink  of  America  IP.  21 

Ranks.  Chartering  of  H..  21 

Superintemlents    of  IP,  37i 

Rarclay.   Rev.  TIcnry  I.,  234 

Rev.   Thomas  P.  -3t 

P.arlow,  Jo<d  H-. 

Biirn-burni  r.s   H.,  lo8 
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I!;ltlli'  I'f  Cliippiu.'!  II.,  4L'  I'.uiiiKi.iry   liiii'  l..t  \\  i-.ii    X.'w   Vml.  :iim1 

(if  Clir.v.-li-r's  Fii'lil  H.,  \n  r.,m  rimr   I.. 

of   II:u-|.Mii   Tli'i-hts  II..  2r<S  IIim.I.I.m  U,   l),-f,..i|  ,,f  I..  'J.-.s  ■_■,;] 

of  r.oiv'.r  IsImihI  I.,  l!i)4-'_'!tT   1  .  -j,,,, 

of  I.iiiKly's  I,:im>  IT.,  44  1        fnnl,  Williniii.  I..  Mil,  -Jii',!;  IL. 

of  Oriskiiny   I..  .W. 

of  S.-i.-kctf.-;  Tlarlmr  II.,  .ST-riS  l;r:nlli'y.   [iirlmnl  r..  I'l-. 

of  S.UMt.iL'u  I..  :!rj-:;i."i  r.i^iiUUvft.   Col.    Willi.nn  I..  J,-, 

..f  .siillu-.iliT  I..  ?,14-?.ir,  I'.r^i.l.N .  T  II  I  •j.rj 

of   till-   r!i:iiMly  wirir  I..  .'^07  r.r.-UMly  w  iric,   r.altlr  of   tlio  [.. 

of  til.'  Coll!.  11   Hill  I..  270  r.nuir,  ,Ioliii  |(.. 

..f  til.'  'I'li.iiur^  II.,  -y,       .7os,-|iii  t.,  :;ii.-.  .-.IS  .•;jM.  -ji 

.if   While   I'laiii-  I.,  20.^  I'.r.'.i.l   i;-.,; 

r.iiiini,  ri.l.mol  I..  :*'n  r.i-.  ss.-mi.   I'.-uln  r  I..  .-,11.  7o 

l!:iy  of  Xi.\v  York  II.,  .'n.",  :'.V.>  l;ri.l-i'\v:i I r..'itllo  of  11..  u 

i:i(l-r   II.,  r.ritisli  I ),. million  |,.  i;j 

I!:iy.Tnl,  .Iiiiiu's  .\  I..  Ilrork,  (ii'iii  r.il  H., 

Nicliolns  I..  S:;,  117.  I'-M,  11:7,  140,  ir:2  I'.i-.M'klioll.-^,   .\iiHiony  !..  11^ 

r.roclK-i,   lI.Mii-y  \V:inl  n.,  i:'.7,  ISl  Ili-.H-kport   .Stat.-   .Xoi'iu.mI   Srljo.,1 .  . ,  .  I|  .,  ii.) 

Lyman   H-.  1""  r.r..ilh.nil,  ,7.ilin   l;..iiii'yii  [[..  ;i:i,  -jtj 

r.c.'.-kin.-m.    CiLini'l  I.,  141  i:i-oii<k,   ,7..ii.is  (..  17 

l;..okiiiaii.    (o'lar.lii-;  I.,  ll'iO   ^^'X"  I-.  H..  1-1.  l-'.M:;i.  1 

ITfiii-y   I..  14!l  :iii.l  Jaiiiai.-a   Uailiv..ol  II,.  Ij] 

];.'h.iiiii.     Maifiii  II.,  .'Utl  r.atll.'  of  1..  .-in 

r..-lliim.T,  Sf.  |ilii'ii  II..  First  .Scttlcini'tit  of  I.,  is 

r.cll.iiiioiit,  I.nnl  I..  14.^-1.V_':  II.,  ?.r,7  r.foonir  Coiiuty  I.,         it.,  1  in.  ::si 

I'.ciiiis  Il.'i-lits  I.,  ?.V_>-.'^14        Joliii   II,,  :;to 

Ronniiii'ton   I.,  .".11  Hrouck,   ■\\illi.iiii   c  ||.,  in:: 

P.cnsoii,   K,i,'linrt  I..  .'5.">4  lirown,  Jaidli  II,.  -j:,.  ::r 

r.crliii    I>orn-o,    Tho  II.,  IS         .lolin   I.,  .'{.Ki>:  |l.,  l',i:;  i:m 

It(.vo:x\vy.-k   I.,  40         I'rf.T   H.,  i;,:; 

Uciiaincil  .Mliaiiy  I..  I'.i'ow  iisvillo   II..  :;s 

r!iiii.'hain.  William  II.,  140  Hiyaiit,  William  fiillou  II..  l::i 

ltirij;liaiiitoii   H.,  l.'U,  140.  i:.-4  r.ii.  li.iioui.   .Taiii.s  ||..  l^j 

r.la.'k.  Ki-aiik  S....II..  "Jol.-JOi;.  :Wi-r!02,  niV.i  r.iickiails   II..  1,1- 

Uivn-   II.,  1.'.4  Hioh/il.  'I'r.iy,  Tli.'  II..  '.ij 

Kiv.'i-  C.innl  U..   77  P.ii H  a  lo .  I.,  ."SJ:  U.,  71,  i:;i,  IVuHV.i  i',-,:;.  js  ( 

K.i.k  r..asiii  11.,  00  ami  Loil;]Mirt   U.iilro.i.l  II.,  !L"J 

Uoik,   Itiiniinj,'  of  II..  41  Iluiiiiii^'  of  II,,  H 

r.l.ickx-,  I'll's  Klamt.   ruM'liasc  of  I.,  40  ( 'oiivoii  t  ion   of   1.S4S  II.,  II1.1 

Itlaliic.  ,Iaiii.<  i;  If-.  Slat"  N.innal  S.h.iol  II.,  l"! 

I'.lock,   A.lria.'ii   1^  liimk'T  Hill,   r..itlK-  of  I  ,  Jsi; 

[slaml   II-.  ">-l  r.iir^'o,\  n.-.  (  l.-ii.  .l.ihn  I.,  :;oo  .•■,1,", 

I'.loni,    U.-v,    1 1. -1111, 1  nil-;  I..  r.ui-;;iiyn.-'s  ( 'a  nipa  i-jii  I.,  L'OO"!" 

r.oar.l  of  < 'luiriti.'-s.  Stat.-  II..  o.SO  I'.ui  k.-.    E.linnml  I,.  .".II 

of  ( ■i.miMi>si..n.-r^  of  Imli.ni  .\  ITairs .  .  I.,  SO  niirlin-^loii  Il.-i-tif  II,.  .■•.7 

,if  ll.-alih.  Slat.-  II..  :'.70  r.iirm-t.  Willi.im  I..  l.vii.l'.i'J:  IL.  :;i;7 

.)f  Imlian  I  ■oiiiniis~ion.-f>  I-.  --'S  r.iii  n.-t's    I'i.-l.l  I..  1'.".  : 

of  Kaihoa.l  1 'oiuiiii~sioii.-i's  II..  .".77  r.iirniii--'  of  1 'a  na  jnlia  ri.-  I.. 

of  K.-i:.-iit,s  I'l-.at.'.l  I..  :'.os-.  H..  :;7S  ]:urr.  .\ai-iiii.  I..  :.".Hi,  :jos.  .".Oil.  :;;io.  4oi- 

r..i-_'aiilii-<.  K.-v.  l-:v.'i-anlii^  I-.  ".S  40.-1:  II..  '.'l.  SI.  s.'..  117 

r.oHii!,!.'    M.,iin(ii.ly  1..  !^-l         ami  H.iiiiillon.   Du.'I  .if  1.. 

It.i.ik   of  M..niion  H--  I'''^-    •V-iion  I..  -1"1 

|;,,on.  (;.-iiir  I  -  nnn-.iii-lK.  Join,  I..  ^ 

|..,„,l|i.    .Miss  It-.   --'O  r.n.-lnvi.-k   H..  l.'-i"- 

l!.iri-is  Ki\.T  II-.   I-"'-'  I'.iisiii.-ss   rr.isii.-rity  I,.  I^Jlv.'. 


r.oroiiL'h  ..f  i>n.-.-ns  I..  101 

r,..st.in,  Ilvai-iiatioii  .if  I-.  -01 


.\fi.-i-  ( ■.mipl.-ri.in  of  Ki-ir  C.in.-il.  .  .  .11  . 

Stalisli.-s   II. 

r.iHl.  i .  < '"I.  .I.ilin  I..  ."iC. 

 '••  ■;'        foi.  waiti-1-  I..  :;--i"Ji.  "-I 

I""''f  '"•i"  ^  ^  Calil.-  .\.-i-oss   ill.-   .\tl.-inti.-   o.-.-.iii.    H  - 

Ti-a   Tarty  I.,  lisii  -Jl.-. -'IT 

Koiick.  Willi.-mi  C  II.,  Caliot,  John  H-.  •'•l'- 
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Sebastian   ni,".,  .'Ct,  :MI,  ■.•.U; 

Canifiaii;!!  Aijaiust  Mimtrral  II., 

of  Cciici-al  Sullivan  I..  :VJii:','S2 

(^unplifll.   KnM.-lass  II.,  -j-,)^  ■2V.I, 

Camilla.  AH'air  uf  ISoT  II.,  :il 

AITair.-i   with  I..   114,  n,-, 

Kxpciliticns    Airainst  I.,  17,-, 

Fcniaii   In\asi(>n  of  II..  'j-^lt 

Inva.-^inii  iif  I..  i-_>7.  1.1SS;  II.. 

Jlilitary  ( iprra t ions  in  I.,  271 

Canadian    Cainiiai.irn,    S.-cond.    I.,  17(5; 

Tliird   I..  17S 

Kxpi'ditidU  cif  ITTTi  I.,  2.S.S-2'.il 

Cana.ioharii'  I.,  31!1,  ;>7i;,  .'iSl 

Canal  Affairs  II.,  24S 

Appropriation   II., 

lioanl  Aliolishi'il  II.,  222 

Coiiiinission   II.,  ,"^(11 

Siipfrintoinlrnt   II.,  222 

Tolls   ir.,  74 

Tolls  Aholislirfl  n..  75 

Canals,  Fir,=;t  II.,  17,  50 

(laiitiiin    Map  H., 

Capital.    (:>ni>    Ilnndrcilth    A  n nivcrsa r.v. 

II..  2!10 

Capital  at  Alban.v.  .  I..  ?,7():  II..  14(',,  2(;ii-2i;.': 

Clian?:(>  of  .'  I., 

Captnro  of  Amlro  I.,  .•i.'?n-.334 

"Car  of  Xoptnue."  Tlu-  11.,  K! 

Carlcton,  Sir  Guy  I.,  2S.S 

Carlllo,  Captain  II., 

C.artcvot,   riiilip  I.,  Ill 

Cary    Sistors  ....II.,  1"4 

Cass,  Lowis  II.,  liio 

Castloton,   Staten   Island  I.,  IIG 

Cntlin  Lako  II.,  1.".3 

Catskill  Mountains  II.,  l.jl,  2(10 

Cattiirauc'us  Couuty  I-,  lo;;;  II., 

Caup:lina\Na?:a   I..  .376 

Cnnsos  of  tlir  W.-ir  of  ISI2  II.,  17-21 

Ca.vn.Lra  and  Sonera  CaiL.'U  II.,  77 

County   I.,  1112:  II.,  KU,  174.  I'.sl 

Cn.vufras   I-.  Ci.  112 

Cedar  Lako  II..  1.'.:', 


Isaar 


R 


(.'(■Icbration  at  Kin.irston  II.,  2.")(;-2.'.S 

on  Coinplf'tion  of  F.rio  Canal  11.,  71 

Cflobrations  on  Adoption  of  tlio  Foiloral 

Constitution   I..  .ir>7-;!t.U 

Conti'uni.'il    Celebration    of   New  York. 

II.,  2r.r, 


24S 


Cli.aniiil.i in  ('.iiial  

SaiHiii-l  do  

Valley   

•■  Cbaneellor  Livingston,"  Tlie. 


.11.,  74-71; 

 I.,  14 

 I.,  4 

. .  .11.,  7:: 


C|ianeelliu-s  uf  Syraeuso  T'uiversity.  II..  H12 

Charities.  State  Hoard  of  II..  HSO 

Charles  II  I-  I'^'S.  11- 

Charlotte  C.iinty  I..  l<"il:  H..  eS:'. 

Clinrtei-  of  Liberties  I.,  l^'- 
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